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Meril U-16 soccer

Final round
begins today

Tha ronnd of the Meril
unde dational football cha-
mpioii~ s "wdins today at the

Pabna St reports UNB.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prol Abu Sayeed will for-
mally open the nine-day na-
tional meet in the afternoon.
BFF general secretary Harunur
Rashid MF will be present as
special guest

Kurigram zone champions
Lalmonirhat will play the hosts
at 3.15 pm in thegnaugural
match of the nine-t®am knock-
out basis final round.

The other seven participat-
ing districts are: Khulna
(Chuadanga zone), Jhenidah
(Jhenidah zone), Narayanganj
{(Brahmanbaria zone), agr;:rhat
(Bhola zone), Gazipur (T
zone), Bandarban (Bandar
zone) and holders Jessore DSJ'L

The final match will be held
on October 18 at 3 pm.

SAF football
tourney deferred

Sports Reporter

The third SAF football tour-
nament, scheduled to begin in
Kathmandu from November 24,

is likely to be held next year.
According to a Bangladesh
Football Federation press re-
lease yesterday. the nsor of
the meet has persuaded the
Nepalese Football Federation to
the tournament sometime

in March or April next lgc.su‘.
The South Asian Football
Federation is now negotiating
with the hosts and the sponsor
to announce a fresh date for the

and witnessed the inaugural
match.

However, the nement
of the SAF Imtbaﬂowf'lﬁohtlp the
BFF to reschedule their fixtures
which includes the second
phase of the Danish Premier
Division football league.

The second phase of the
league was scheduled to start
from November 28 after the
SAF meet. But now, the second
phase of the league can easily
get underway from the last week
of October after the arrival of
the under-19 team from South

Korea.
But while talking to The
Daily Star, a BFF ofticial said

that the second phase of the
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Former West Indlea opener Gordon Greenidge (R), now in the capital to finalise his con-
tract with the Bangladesh Cricket Control Board (BCCB) as future national coach, being
conditioned on the new environment by the manager of the Bangladesh team Gazi Aﬂhraf
Hossain Lipu at the BCCB office yesterday.

— Star photo by Ansiur Rahman

(_Z_ricketers’ transfer ends

Former national opener Za-
hid Razzak Masum captured the
centre-stage of an otherwise
mundane inter-club cricketers’
transfer on the concluding day
of the four-day bourse when he
signed for Abahani at the BCCB

ce yesterday evening.

The tall right-hander.
{)laycd for Kalabagan for the

st couple of season, is ex-
pected to fill the void of Harun-
ur-Rashid Liton, who in a sur-
prise move deserted the Dhan-
mondi outfit on his way to Kal-
abagan.

Apart from Abahani's late
resilience, the day belonged to
the mediocre teams with all the
leading clubs, who had already
completed the shopping target.
staying off the transfer busi-
ness.

In all 59 players changed
their allegiance on the conclud-
ing day with Gulshan Youth

Masum steals the day

Sports Reporter

them with eight.

Meanwhile. in the four-day
transfer a total of 399 players
collected their tokens. o em
268 have changed their loyalty.

JU cricket

Sports Reporter

Department of Economics
recorded a 16-run victory over
Electronics and Computer sci-
ence in a inter-department
cricket championship clash at
the Jahangirnagar University
yesterday.

Winning the toss and decid-
ing to bat first, the winners
scored 119 runs in 30 overs
losing eight wickets with Raju
hammering highest 51.

In reply, the students of Elec-
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super league
starts today

The tive-team super league uf
the AB Bank metropolis Senior
Division table tennis begins at
the NSC wooden-floor gymna-
sium today, reports UNB.

Bangladesh Biman will take
on Brothers Union while Wari
Club meet Inter Sports in the
two super league matches on the
inaugural day.

Armanitola Jubo Sangha is
the other super league team that
qualified from the 10-team first

phase league.

Swamibagh TTS was rele-
gated to the First Division
without earning any points.

U-19 soccer squad
leaves for Seoul

today

Sports Reporter
A 26-member Bangladesh

under-19 football team leaves
for South Korea today to take

part in the final round of the
30th Asian Youth football
championship, beginning in
Seoul October 17.

On the inaugural day of the

ten-nation inal round.
Bangladesh, lacu:d in Group A
along with South Korea,

Thailand and Iran, will take on
UAE.

The Bangladesh team com-
prising 20 booters will also play
two friendly matches against
the Thailand under-19 outfit in
Thailand on October 11 and 13
on their way to South Korea.

Nat’l boat
race

The 21st national boat race
championship will be held on
Friday afternoon at the river
Buriganga, near the China-
Bangladesh Friendship Bridge
at Postagola, reports UNB.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak. who is also the
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president of tournament organ- |

ising committeé¢, will be the
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Saurav set to emulate Azhar

NEW DELHI, Oct 9:
India and Aus-
iralia bepgin a
one-off Test
match here on

. Thursday bafiled

as to how the newly-laid wicket
al the Ferozeshah Kotla would
behave, reports AFP.

Both teams spent consider-
able time today gazing at the

assless centre-strip that was

ug up and relaid earlier in the
sumnmer and debating possible
tactics.

‘It appears like the usual
easy- pac ed Kotla wicket,” said
India’s new coach Madan Lal,
who played regularly at the
%}e ound while representing

Ihi during his playing career.

"But | Eu'n not sure if the sur-
face will remain firm for more
than two days.”

Australian coach Geoff
Marsh said his team expected

the wickel to take slow turn, but
he resisted naming his 11 until
just before the toss.

‘We'll wait till Thursday
morning, but obviously spin
will play a major role," said
Marsh, who. like his Indian
counterpart, will be in charge of
a Test team for the first time.

Australia have ifichuded

three spinners, off-break
bowler

ark Waugh, left-arm

m‘mt spinner Brad Hogg

and
le eter McIntyre, in thelr
12 t:rr the match.

If Australia follow India's

plan to include three spinners,

seamer Jason Gillespie may be
relegated to the reserves, leav-
ing Glenn McGrath and Paul
Reiffel to share the new ball.

The Indians kept their op-
tions open till Thursday to en-
able seamer Javagal Srinath to
recover from a mild flu'.

"I think Snnath will be oka

tomorrow.” Madan Lal saidy

ut we will wait till the morn-
}n to see if he is recovered
ully "

If Srinath does not play, the
Indians will either choose re-
serve seamer David Johnson or
go into the game with a fourth
spinner,

The winner of the match will
receive the newly-instituted
Border-Gavaskar Trophy,
named after the two former cap-
lains Allan Border of Australia
and Sunil Gavaskar of India.

Sachin Tendulkar, leading
India for the first timne in a Test
match, said he was confident of
keeping the trophy at home.

"We have the team to beat the
Aussies, but everyone will have
to chl in with something use-

ful,” the 23-year-old said.

‘T'here is no point playing

Delhi Test begins today

three spinners if they don't
have a suitable total nn the
board. We have (o get the runs.”

Left-hander Saurav Ganguly,
who scored centuries in each of
his first two Tests in England,
gets a chance to make it three in
a row in his first Test match on
home soil.

Former Indian captain Mo-
hammad Azharuddin, also
playing here, is the only bats-
man in Test history to achitvt
the feat. He scored three cen-
turies in his first three Tests in
1984 against England.

TEAMS
AUSTRALIA (from}: Mark
Taylor (capt]). lan Healy,

Michael Bevan, Brad Hogg, Ja-
son Grillespie, Glenn Mc rath,
Peter Melntyre, Ricky Ponting
Paul Reiffel, Michael Slater,
Mark Wanagh, Steve Waugh.
INDIA [from}): Sachin Ten-
riu]kar [capt), Vikram Rathore,
iyan Mongia, Saurav Gan-
guly, Mohammad Azharuddin,
Rahul Dravid, Venkat Laxman.

Anil Kumble, Sunil Joshi,
Narendra Hirwani. Ashish
Kapoor. Javagal Srinath.
Venkatesh Prasad, David
Johsnon.

Umpires: Peter Willey
[England] and Srinivas

Venkataraghavan (India).
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Dhaka University emerged
champions in the inter-univer-
sily aquatic championship
concluded at the DU swimming
pool yesterday.

In all the hosts earned B3
points to top the table while

. Rajshahi University who be-
come runners up collected 47

ASAF T92 devo/
(& 99 993 5D

points.
Professor Shahiduddin
Ahmed. the Pro-Vice-Chancel

lor of Dhaka University. dis
tributed prizes among the win-

- Kishore kabaddi

The Kishore Kabaddi tour |
nament, organised by the
Bangladesh Kabaddi Federation
began at the outer stadium |
kabaddi court here yesterday
reports LUNB

State Minister for Youth
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Kader declared the
metropolis juvenile meet open
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The under-19 football team which will
tober 17, s

the country today.

participate in the Asian youth football championship in South Korea from Oc-
called on State Minister for Youth and and Sports Obaidul Quader at his office yesterday The team will leave
— Star photo




