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Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat is greeted
by Israeli President Ezer Weizman as Arafat arrives on his
first official visit to Israel on Tuesday. at the private villa
of Weizman in Caesarea. — AFP/UNB photo

Myanmar frees 63 detainees:

Myanmar said on Tuesday it had released the last batch of 63
detainees being held alter a recent crackdown on activists of
Aung San Suu Kyi's opposition National League for Democracy
party (NLD). Reuter reports from Yangon.

They were the last of a total of 57 NLD Party members and
supporters who were detained to prevent the NLD from holding
a party congress at the end of St?temher_ The ruling State Law

and Order Restoration Counci

ISLORC) had deemed the

congress illegal and barred access to Suu Kyi's home where the
meeting was Lo be held from Septembxr 26,

wati appears before court:

Indonésia's leading opposition figure. Megawati Sukarnoputri

went yesterday to the Jakarta trial of 64 suppo

rters accused of

involvement in riots in the capital in July, witnesses said, AFFP

reports from Jakarta.

Megawati, accompanied by scores of la
supporters, arrived at the tightly

ers and other
arded Central Jakarta

District Court where five separate trials were to begin yesterday.
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. By the time
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11 children n Kuala Lum
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investigation,

IISS defence survey

_US remains stro
Russia declining

LONDON, Oct 9: Despite ma-
jor cutbacks, the United States
remains the strongest military
power in the world — and Rus-
sia’'s military capabilities con-
tinue to decline. a leading re-
search centre said in its annual
survey released Wednesday, re-
ports AP,

Since 1992, R ian mili-
tary spendi fallen by
about 45 pe around 82
billion doll er year, the In-
ternationa Institute for

Strategic Studies said. But de-
spite economic difficulties and
its decline from military super-
power status, Russia continues
to spend more on the military
than any country except the
United States.

The institute said there were
no new military trends follow-
ing President Boris Yeltsin's
election to a second terin in

"
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decline in capability in all de-
artments of the Russian armed
orces seems set to continue.”

In contrast, it said. the
United States is pushing ahead
with plans for a capability to
fight two major regional con-
flicts at the same time, if neces-
sary. and expecls to improve its
ability to rapidly deploy forces
oulside the country,

During the past 12 months,
the institute said, major mili-
tary developments included the
deployment of NATO-led peace-
keeping troops to Bosnia and
the renewed US commitment to
military alliances in the Asia-
Pacific n‘afinn with Japan, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

Washington also showed a
commitment to Taiwan by de-
ploying carriers when tensions
wit hina heightened before
Taiwan's presidential election

June. But it concluded that "the in March, it said.

US reducing naval |
presence in Gulf

WASHINGTON, Oct 9: A US
battle group led by the aircraft
carrier USS Carl Vinson left the
Arabian Sea Tuesday. signifi-
cantly reducing the US naval
presence in the Gulf area, re-
ports AFP.

The Vinson's departure left a
single US aircraft carrier and
its battle group in the Gulf,
where a confrontation between
the United States and Iraq led
to a major military buildup last
month.

. The United States retaliated
for an Iraqi offensive into a
Kurdish safe haven in Northern
Iraq by expanding a no-fly zone
in southern Iraq from the 32nd

abroad. Aziz said there was no
tlialogue even at UN ambas-
sador level.

He also accused the United
Nations of delaying the applica-
tion of an agreement to allow
Irag to sell oil to import food
and humanitarian supplies,
easing the sanctions imposed
on Baghdad at the time of the
Gulf War.

The United States an-
nounced the suspension of the
agreement in Seplember, when
it launched cruise missile at-
tacks on military targets near
Bapghdad,

Israel proposing measures contradictory
to deal on Hebron: PLO

JERUSALEM, Oct 9: The PLO
says |srael is proposing mea-
sures that contradict a the
two sides signed on Hebron, de-
fying an assurance the Jewish
state gave the United States that
it was not seeking to renegotiate
the ment, reports Reuter,

Palestinian negotiator Has-
san Asfour said after Tuesday's
talks that Israeli demands had
deadlocked the negotiations
and a US mediator was
lo propose new ideas to
the gaps between the two sides
when talks resumed today.

"We are still in a deadlock.
The Americans are ed to
come up with bridging propos-
als, Asfour told Reuters oo

Aslour said Israel wanted to
cut the size of the Palestinian
police force due to take control
of parts of Hebron and was in-
sisting they be armed with pis-
tols and not rifles

“They wanted to reduce the
size of Palestinian police in He-
bron and they asked that the
Palestinian police will only be
armed with pistols, not rifles

" We refused.” he said

¢

The Israel-PLO talks were
renewed on Sunday after vio-
lence s by Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu s
opening of an archaeological
tunnel near Islamic sites in
Arab East Jerusalem last
month cost the lives of 59
Palestinians and 15 Israelis

Israel agreed i a deal with
the PLO last fyrar 1o withdraw
from most of Hebron, a city
holy to Muslims and Jews after
g out of other large West

ank towns to make room for
Palestinian sell rule

The redeployment in He
bron, due seven months ago.
was postponed over a wave of
suicide bombings which killed
59 people in the Jewish state
Netanyahu. who ousted Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Shimon
Peres in elections last May,
wants added measures to ensure
the security of 400 Jewish set-
tlers in the town before pulling
his troops back.

But Netanyahu vowed on
Sunday during a visit to Israel
by US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher that the measures

he sought were “within the con-
fines of the existing agreement.

A clause in the |sraeli Pales-
tinian interim agreement
signed a year ago says.

"Palestinian police stations
or posts will be established in
area H-1 (the area to be handed
over to the PLO) manned by a to-
tal of upto 400 policemen
equipped with 20 vehicles and
armed with 200 pistols and 100
rifles for the protection of those
stations.

Asfour said Israeli negotia-
tors had refused to put their
proposals in writing.

Israeli government
spokesman Moshe Fogel told
Reuters: 1 will not comment on
that, I will not go into specific
about Israel's pr als "

A Palestinian officials who
refused to be named said the
FLO had proposed setting up a
joint operation room in Hebron
o deal with security issues but
refused to reopen the agree-
ment

Earlier on Tuesday Pales
tinian President Yasser Arafat

made his first public visit 10 Is-
racl lor a meeting with Presi-
dent Ezer Weizman to udnerline
a renewed PLO-Israel commit-
ment to settle disputes through
negotiation instead of violence.

Weizman, whose role is
largely ceremonial. had an-
nounced plans two months ago
to invite A.raifult when Ne-
tanyahu was st to see
the Palestinian hchrm

"Negotiations will be the tool
lo resolve our differences.’
Aralat said after a 25 -minute
meeti with Welzman. a for-
mer ence minister who be-
came an advocate of peace with
the Arabs.

Hours after the meeti Is-
rael announced it wou et
10.000 Palestinians enter the
Jewish state from the Gaza
Strip lor work beginning on
Wednesday. easing a two-week
closure on the area.

AFP [rom Cairo adds. Arab
countries would like Europe to

ﬂ:ﬂl a catalyst’ role in the
le East peace ess with-
out undermining the efforts de-
ployed by the United States. a

senior Arab League official

said.
"We don't want Euro
compete with the United

but to play a catalyst role in the
peace process,.” the official, who
declined to be named. told AFP.
opean Union dis-
Minister
. whose country

presidency, to the
Middle East today for talks
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tions ethical controversies in
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SRINAGAR. India, Oct 9. A
Kashuur party Wednesday as
siuned power in India's insur-
gency-wracked stlale, as a
protest strike called by sepa
ratists partially shut down the
state capital, reports AP,

Farooq Abdullah. 60. was
sworn in as the states top
elected official by federally-ap-
pointed Governor K V Krishna
Rao at a brief ceremony. That
ended nearly six years of direct
federal rule.

However, the All Party Hur-
rivat Conference, an umbrella
organisation of 32 separatist
groups, vowed to continue their
struggle for secession. The
group called on Kashmiris to
sliut their shops and stay home
Wednesday to show their oppo-
sition to Abdullah's govern-
ment.

More than 14.500 people
have been killed in Kashmir
since 1989, when a simme
campaign for an independent

Strike paralyses Kashmir

Chief Minister

Kashmir erupted into a full-

scale insurgency

Abdullah s National Confer-
ence is the only local Kashmiri
party that contested the state
election last month. It won 54
seals in the B7-member slate
assembly; the rest were shared
by two national parties, the
rightwing Bharatiya Janata
Purl?r and Congress Party, and
smaller groups.

Thousands of soldiers and
police officers guarded govern-

ment bui s in capital Sri-
nagar, as nearly 300 politicians
guests ol ullah attended

the ceremony held in a high
security zone.

ullah is burdened with
the promise of ending the mili-
tancy and securing wider au-
tonomy for the state — his main
election assurances 1o the vot-
ers. Abdullah had earlier served
as the state s chiel minister. But
he left office in 1989,

The meparatisis want Kash
mir to become part of Pakistan,
India s Islamic neighbor, or to
hecome independent India and
Pakistan have fought two wars
over Kashmir

The balloting last month
was marred by bombings that
left four people dead strikes,
and accusations that volers
were lorced o go to the polls by
India securily forces who
warnted to make the election a
SUCCESS,

Ofticials in New Delhi hope
the Abdullah's assumption ol
office would be a first step to-
ward a return to normalcy in
Kashmir

AFP add. A strike called by
Muslim militants paralysed the
Kashmir valley today ahead of
the swearing-in of Farooq Ab-
dullah as the troubled region's
first chief minister in six years

Government offices, banks,
post offices. businesses and
courts were shul in Srinagar

and other Muslim-majority
towns in response to the call by
the Freedom Conference, an
umbrella group of Mushim sepa

raflist groups
Most vehicles stayed of the
roads in Srinagar. the siate

sumimer capital

The Freedom Conference
called lor the shutdown to de-
nounce last month's elections
to the Kashmir assembly,
which catapulted Abdullah's
pro-India National Conference
party to power in the first elec-
tions since 987,

Abdullah, a Muslim politi-
clan who supports Kashmir's
| 948 accession to India, is to be
sworn-in as the Himalayan
state's chief minister at a build-
ing adjoining the Dal Lake here
under heavy security.

Abdullah is set to announce
a three-tier government com-
prising nearly 25 ministers,
party sources said.

busted Afghan arm

KABLUIL. Oct 9 Forces loval 10
chiel Ah-
mad Shah Masood have cut off
a large force of the Islamic Tal-
iban militia in the strategic
Sal Pass and inflicted heavy
casualties, western aid workers
said today, rtﬁarts Reuter.

They said Masood's counter-
attack had foreed the Taliban,
who took Kabul on September
27, to suspend their attempt to
advance into Masood's Pan-

jsher Valley stronghold from

the village of Golbahar at the
mouth of the Gorge leading into
the valley.

“There are no Taliban left in

e
-----

Golbahar,” one aid worker said.

He said a colleague in the
town of Jabal Os-Siraj. where
the road to Golbahar forks from
the main highway up to the
Salang Pass, had counted 39
dead Taliban fighters being
brought down the highway
during a single hour late on
Tuesday.

He said the Taliban had lost
at least 100 dead and suffered
many more wounded in fighting
that raged overnight as Ma-
sood's men shelled concentra-
tions of Taliban warriors and
reinforcements heading for the
Salang Pass across the Hindu

B i
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Masood forces halt Taliban

advance towards Salang Pass

Kush mwountain range.

The lighting eased on
Wednesday morning. but Ma-
sobd's forces now controlled
hills almost as far as Jabal Os-
Siraj and sporadic shclling
could still be heard, the ai
worker said.

Journalists trying to reach
the frontline were stopped
halfway between Jabal Os-Siraj
and the town of the Charikar,
about 10 km (six miles) to the
south. Taliban commanders
and fighters refused to give any
information to reporters.

AFP adds, former Afghan

5

Taliban religious militia move up a fully loaded
ex-communist General Abdul Rashid Dostam in the Salang,

captured Kabul, Dostam remained neutral. The Uzbek warlord has now committed himself on the side of ousted

President Burhanuddin Rabbani.

ulti-barrel rocket la

cher

scheduled meeting with north-
ern warlord Abdul
Dostam to forge an anti-Tal-
iban alliance.
said.

business elsewhere prevented
Hekmatyar
Dostam's

northern Afghanistan.

Burhanuddin Rabbani, ousted

the newly npeed front with fighters of
north of Kabul Tuesday. In the 12 days since the Taliban

Hekmatyar could not reach
Mazar-i-Sharif today for a

Rashid

a spokesman
Ghairat Baheer said thal

[rom reaching
headquarters in

However. he said president

by Taliban 12 days ago, was al-
ready in Dostam's base and the
outcome of their talks could be
acceptable to Hekmatyar.
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— AFP/UNB photo

Top Chinese
dissident gets

3 yrs terms
BELJING. Oct 9

Chi-
nese dissident Liu Xiaobo has

popular American television
circus clown.

Dole targeted Clinton's in-
tegrity in two speeches before
rains cut short his bus tour and
chased the nominee
back to his Washington cam-

pai%; ers.
is 'umflﬂ-mmﬂ
is good and I'll keep my

been ordered to serve three
yeais in a labour camp, his wife
said today Reuter.

Police notified her early
on Wednesday of the adminis-
lrative sentence. which does not
need a court trial. but gave no
reason for the punishment.

"I am very a he did not
do anything illegal.” said Liu
Xia in a telephone interview
“All he did was exercise his
ireetlom of speech.

Liu said she had not decided
whether to appeal the punish-
mil. imposed on Liu just hours
ilter he was detained and taken
away lrom his Beijing home by
a4 Riroup ol unilormed and

iesday
She said her husband might
he sent to a labour camp near

his hometown of Dalian in the
northeast.

US gets boost in
bid to block
Ghali’s 2nd term

BAMAKO. Mali, Oct 9: The
Clinton administration’'s bid to
deny a second term to UN Secre-
lary General Boutros Boulros-
Ghali received a boost Tuesday

dorse an alternate candidates
so long as he is African. reports
AP.

With US Secretary of State
his side, Forei Minister
Dioncourida Traore said his
government stands by the en-

Alrican Unity gave to Boutros-
(shali last July.

3ut he said his government
places highest priority on hav-
ing an African serve as UN chief
for the next five years, s st-
ing that an alternate 1o

Boutros-Ghali would be accept-
able.

glnuu-lnlhcn police early on
n

when Mﬂﬁ:#rﬂln.lmniumrl pa
indicated was, prepared en-

Warren Christopher standing at

clorsement the Organisation of

leader-Moamer Gaddafi said

Clinton a
democratic

friend : Gaddafi

NICOSIA, Oct 9: Libyan

Tuesday that he had nothing
against US President Bill Clin-
ton. whom he called a 'demo-
cratic friend, ' reports AFP.

"l don't hate him (Clinton).
and his slate is clean. There's
no reason to hate him. He's a
democratic friend because he
helﬂngﬂ to the democratic
camp,” Colonel Gaddafi told the
Saudi — owned Middle East
Broadcasting Corporation
(MBC), in a broadcast seen in
Nicosia.

“Clinton is a ung Presi-
dent. his slate is clean concern-
ing Libya. He has not partici-

ated in a ssion against
h{a, and |1 personally have
nothing against him. He's a

friend.” Gaddafi said.

The US President is the
Democratic Party candidate in
the November g eral elec-
tions in the United States. His
np?om:nt is Republican Bob
Dﬂt:,

(raddafi said he was throw-
ing his support behind Clinton
lor the election.

to the 33rd parallel.

~ The movement of the Vinson
signals US confidence that Iraq
has abandoned efforts to re-
constitute its air defences in the

south, which were struck by US s
cruise missiles September 3 and WASHINGTON, Oct 9: The

4 Federal Bureau of Investigation

Besides the carrier USS Ep. | (FBI citing the need to combat
terprise, there are still 17 Us | international terrorism, nar-
navy vessels in the US fifth cotlcs ttalicking and organiscd
fleet's area of operations, which crime, wants to double its over-
includes the Gu{’fe.

Eight F-117 Stealth fighters
and three armoured battalions
remain in Kuwait, and a
squadron of F-16s is in Bahrain
in addition to US warplanes en-
forcing the no-fly zone from a
new base in Saudi Arabia.

years, reporis IPS.

Under a proposal recently
submitted to Congress, the na-
tion's top law enforcement
agency would open new offices
in 23 foreign cities by the near
2000. In addition to doubling

the number of its offices
heaa Ao, which Was. | 003 the FBI would incredse
companied by three guided mis- the number of special ts
sile cruisers, an attack suma- | °° Pringing the total of 129.

Analysts, while acknowledg-
ing the increasingly interna-
tional scope of criminal activi-
ties, believe that ansion of
FBI overseas operations will

rine, a guided missile frigate
and two supply ships.

Meanwhile, Iraq's Deputy
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said

Tuesday that Baghdad wanted inevitably result in conflict
talks with Washington, but the | with the Central Intelligence
Eﬂtqj States was opposed to Agency (CIA), the drug enforce-

ment agency (DEA) and other
US inte €5

some 300 repre- ;
Some dismiss the FBIl's

sentatives of Iraqis living |

seas presence over the next four

plans, portions of which al-
ready have been approved as
nothing more than an election
— year effort aimed at making
President Bill Clinton appear to
be taking a tough stance on two
critical issues — terrorism and
drugs.

"The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation believes that it is
essential to station more of its
hiﬁhly skilled special agents in
other countries to prevent for-
eign terrorism and fnreiﬁn
crime from reaching into the
United States to kill and harm

Americans in their own work-
places streets homes and houses
of worship,” FBI Director Louis
Freeh in a 52-

submitted to both the Senate
and house  judiciary
committees.

"The United States has been
ravaged for far too long by for-
eign criminals originating in
partial or complete sanctuaries
abroad and their beyond-
the-border advantages to carry

FBI to double its overseas

out terrorism, drug trafficking,
aiul other violent crimes while
Lhey also rob American pockets
by vast, complex economic
crimes,” he added.

"It must be absolutely clear
that FBI agents stationed over-
seas are not intelligence offi-
cers they are not a shadow in-
telligence agency, and they will
not engage in espionage,” said
Freeh, whose plan has en-
dorsed by the State Department
Bureau for International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs.

The overseas agents, offi-
cially known as 'legal attaches,'
will work in cooperation with
their foreign counterparts to
uncover international terror-
ists, drug lords and gangsters,
with the goal of gaining their
conviction in US courts, Freeh
said.

The first of the new offices
which have already been ap-
proved by US lawmakers, are

set to open this year in Beijing,

would require the
than double its current a mil-
lion dollar budget for overseas
operations by 1998, calls for of-
fices to be opened next year in
Argentina,
Poland, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, and the Ukraine.

the FBI
tions in the final two years of
the plan are Brazil,
Spain,
Nigeria, Kzakhstdn, Georgia,
and Uzbekistan.

e

presence over four years

Tel Aviv, Islamabad, and Cairo.
The later three cities, Freeh re-
cently said, are "critical centres
where us
larly in the counter-terrorism
area, are greatly at risk.

... interests, particu-

lan, which
Bl to more

The expansion

Estonia, India,

Among the countries where
plans to begin opera-
Chile,

Austria, Denmark,

Even if Congress which cur-

rently is in recess until early
next month, a

pproves the entire

plan, the FBI's overseas offices
would still be dwarfed b
domestic operations, which

its

employ some 10,000 special
ag:nla and a support staff of
14.000.

‘We will have FBI agents

tripping over CIA, agents, trip-
ping over DIA [Defence Intelli-
gence Agcn?'] agents, tripping
Oover state

ence officers.” warned retired

epartment intelli-

miral Jack Shanahan, direc-

tor of the centre for defence in-
fﬁaunn, Washington think
t :

"Better communications

between the CIA and FBI would
be more beneficial than stick-
ing (FBI) agents around the
world," Shanahan argued. He
added that is if us intelligence
agents currently stationed
OVerseas are no cooperatin
fully with the FBI, "we shou
fire them."

Steven Aftergood, director of

the project on government se-
crecy at the American Federa-
Iit;;l of Scientists noted, histor-
i

of suspicion, and a |

ly. there has bm;czu!te a bit
of coop-

light
criminal activity that crosses
international
plan could serve a constructive

pu
i

eration. between the FBI and
the intelli

nce community.

According to Aftergood

much of this ill will is a result
of the intelli
efforts to protect its sources and
methods of operations. He said
it is "not entirely a joke" to sug-
gest that, in their efforts to root
out terrorists drug traffickers
and other criminal overseas
FBI agents may uncover CIA’
ASSeLS.

gence community s

Unlike Shanahan. who

called the FBI's expansion plan
an "overreaction’ to the current

litical climate in the United
tates Aftergood said that in
of growing amount of

rders, “the

:I;%::"e is always a possibil-

ty of something going away. he
quickly :
could arise if and when, the FBI
gets involved in clandestine or
covert acts abroad.”

added. saying. "troubles

promises to the American peo-
ple.” Dole said. telling voters
not to believe Clinton's line
that the Republican ticket

would cut health msurance to
pﬂ}rﬂfur lax cuts.

ne man in the crowd
lhouteq. to Dole as he shook
hands, "Please get Bozo out of
the White House "

Dole called back. "Bozo's on
hus way out!”

Dole spokesman Nelson
Warfield sought to play down
the remark as a "light moment
along the ropeline.” But it re-
called the final weeks of Presi-
dent Bush's 1992 losing cam-
paign when Bush referred to
Clinton and Al Gore as "two bo-

zos” who had less foreign
mq:-e:lnethanndog. Pty

Clinton deputy campaign

Ann took note

of s civil debate between

the f;l:'!lidtntlll rivals and

nddﬂ:]* 1 this means the

era of ¢
half."

White House spokesman
Mike McCurry addeg,
e that Senator

hard to i
Dole might fmlln& a little

desperate at this point.
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Two models show. off two
18th century Ottoman
Kaftan's on Tuesday, which
are part of a sale of 18th
century Ottoman clothing
and a selection of Islamic
works of art at Sotheby's on
October 17.

— AFP/UNB photo

More effective way
‘ -

of birth control

MEXICO CITY: Mexican re-
searchers have found a more
effective way of birth control
using just three pills instead of
the traditional dosage of 25
over the menstrual cycle, re-
ports Xinhua.

The Mexican Social Security
Institute (IMSS) said Tuesday
that taking three birth control
pills in the first 72 hours of the
menstrual period was more ef-

fective in preveniing preg-
nancy.

This was because the first
three menstrual days were the
key to mudifl)ﬂnﬁ the human
hormone cycle that regulated
fertility.

The three pills, one for each
day, will be made up of
a similar to that pro-
duced by a woman's ovaries but
in much smaller ?uuntlty,

Vicente Cortes , & re-
searcher in the G : -Ob-
stetrics Hospital run by the
IMSS. explained that the find-
ing was based on observation of
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the critical phase of ovulation.
He said that by the
pills at the beginni the

menstrual cycle, the hormone
which regulated fertility could
be altered without having to
take more pills thereafter.
Grallegos said that the
of birth control pills would
crease by 90 per cent thanks to
the new contr ve method,
while birth contrel costs would
drop by more than 50 per cent.



