We Have Faith in You

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed was sworn in at the
Banga Bhavan yesterday as the nineteenth Presi-
dent of Bangladesh. This is, in fact, President
Shahabuddin's second assumption of the highest
office in the state. In his earlier 10-month stint he
set a standard for fairplay and competence that
mainly fashioned the nation's first fair and free
elections in eighteen years. This was a key to an
elected government's ruling for its full term of five
years — the first time in Bangladesh.

President Shahabuddin has no high idea about
his new position. And he wasn't willing to step in.
But that the state needed him — a man of proven in-
tegrity and neutrality — was appreciated in time by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina who was instru-
mental in making him yield to what had become a
national demand. Shahabuddin's was such a name
that as soon as he consented, the AL government
jumped miles in credibility and deliverability.

Now that the mould is cast how will Shahabud-
din Ahmed become a good President? What will he
have to do for that? — going very dutifully to
janazas and doing rounds of mazar ziarat, as he
himself has wryly observed? It is true that, consti-
tutionally, his should be the best illustration that
the cliche conspicuous by one’s absence ever could
have. But is it for that we needed to have a man like
him?

Shahabuddin Ahmed is a non-politician Presi-
dent with neither illusions nor ambitions about
his office. The nation has chosen him to have a
moral weight on governance. If he hasn't the execu-
tive authority to do good or evil, he has all the
moral authority to exert on the government for
good. How? If the government ever deviates from
the path of national weal and he feels it, he will not
lose a night's sleep before quitting. The AL gov-
ernment has, by electing him, has chosen a tough
road for itself. A good road.

We wish the new President to complete his term
and set new standards for his non-executive office
also. For this to happen the present government
must also be blemishless, at:least morally if not in
all respects. Shahabuddin Ahmed's successful
presi@agcey can set a welcome pattern of men of
high ty and intellectual achievement being
elected as First Citizen without needing to pan-
der to partisan politics.

We have faith in President Shahabuddin. His
presidency will surely be another milestone in the
Bengalee people’'s endeavours for a truly demo-
cratic polity.

Gold Haul atZIA

Yet another gold haul within a fortnight of the
biggest ever catch .of the precious metal at the Zia
International Airport comes as a surprisa, We do
not know how to greet the successive customs suc-
cesses. Do they indicate that the customs officials’
efficiency at the ZIA has gone up suddenly? Or, as
many like to believe, the success rate is still low:
only the gold smugglers are trying to bring more
supplies in and thereby facing a greater exposure.

Whatever it is, there is perhaps little doubt that
our airport is either used as a transit point or the
smuggled ggld is fulfilling a demand within this
coun ither case, the smuggling cannot con-
tinue out involvement — both direct and indi-
rect of our nationals. In almost all previous
cases of big hauls accusing fingers were pointed at
some business magnates and in one particular case
even to an erstwhile highest executive of the state.

It is for the first time that three big wigs of the
business world have been arrested in connection
with the seizure of gold on September 21 last. We
are anxious to know what the verdict on the ar-
rested three will be. A lot depends on this, because
gold smuggling's domestic link has to be identified
first. That there was no serious effort to nab the
culprits of native origin is clear. Now we want to
see a change in the situation. '

We should look beyond the national boundary
for help to deal with outside threats, if necessary.
After all, the truth that an international network
of ruthless efficiency and huge economic power is
in operation has to be admitted and to match it co-
operation between governments — both at the sup-
ply and receiving points — is a must. Also help
from international bodies like the Interpol may be
sought.
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Keep it up, Please

Shakespeare has written about insolence of of-
fice. Born in the space voyaging epoch, he would
have been tempted to turn that and write abuse of
office. Today's world, specially public affairs and
affairs of the state, is permeated by corruption, a
practice arising out of abuse of office. This malady
eats into the vitals of both state and society. How
much are we stricken by it in Bangladesh ?

Bangladesh has come fourth among the most
corrupt of 54 important nations of the world, ac-
cording to a survey made by US-based Trans-
parency International. We have been deprived of
higher glory by Nigeria, Pakistan and Kenya.
Among the countries of least corruption New
Zealand has topped Denmark, Sweden, Finland
and Canada. The United States has been placed
very unenviably at fifteenth on this list.

It may be a consolation for some to see Pakistan
more corrupt than us. Yes, seen from a business-
man’'s experience — which is the basis of the TI's
listings, Pakistan may be a worse horror house.
But then our volume of business is much less than
Pakistan's. And then corruption does not involve
office-holders and businessmen only.

Ours cannot be a healthy nation if we cannot
curb corruption in a big way. It is our hope that by
the time the present government will have com-
pleted its term, we perhaps can improve so much as
to catch up with India which has been placed
ninth. Reason — the recent increase in trans-
parency and accountability of governance. Keep it

| up. please.
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N assessment of the ac-
hievements or other-
wise of the first hundred
days ol a new government in a
democratic system is carried
out as a matter of convention in
Lhe United States. This practice
is also being followed in many
other countries assiduously.
The exercise in our country
may not be as objective as one
would like it to be. Firstly, the
period of assessment is short
and, therefore. it is fraught with
the concomitant risk of miscal-
culationi. Secondly. in the ab-
sence of absolutely reliable
statistics. a set of Information
is more often challenged by the

opposing party than not
Nevertheless a deal of
analysis has already been un

dertaken in diflerent gquarters.
Besides morning showing the
day people can also surmise
and bring out some common el
eIments

The ruling part of
Bangladesh promised a lf::l be-
fore the election The party
manifesto is replaced with
those FPre-election speeches
added some more. TV slale-
ment, part passu. included
solemn pledges not to repeal
past lollies ol the party. be
seeching voters to give them a
try again. The people. forgetful
and forgiving as they generally
are. complied

The first and loremost prior
ity ol the rulin{z party. re
sounded repeatedly was 1o es
tablish law and order and io
control terrorism. Numerous
.'-'.Ff‘t‘l hes were made. meetlings
ol high and subordinate offi
cials took place. but no im
provement ensued On the con-
irary. law and order situation

have read the article of Pro-
lessor Zillur Rahman

I Siddiqui with greatl care. |
am 1n perfect agreement with
him regarding the current state
of affairs at the University of
Dhaka. | also deeply appreciate
his concern for the oldest
university of the country. One
cannot but wholeheartedly sup-
Eort his conclusion: "we have
ad lot of platitudinous talks;
the need of the hour is some
hard thinking followed by
tough action.” Professor Siddi-
qui has, ol course. recomm-
ended some action to start with.
Thus he says : "The Senate
should itself set up a commis-
sion of inquiry. with the pur-
pose of a thorough check-up of
its present state of health. Next,
it should indicate the measures
adapted .with the aim of
making It academically viable "
i my considered judgment
Professor Siddigui has how-
ever. committed not only a
practical, but also a greal legal
error by suggesting an inquiry
commission to be set ug by the
Dhaka University Senate.
Why? The answer is sim-
le. 1 would like to take up the
egal point first. According to
Article 22 (p. 16} of the Dhaka
University Order (DUQO). 1973,
the powers of the Senate are:
Subject to the provisions of
this Order. the Senate shall : a)
ratify the statutes on the pro-
posals of the Syndicate; b) con-
sider and pass resolutions on
the annual report. the annual
accounts and the financial es-
timates presented by the Syndi-
cate; and c) exercise such other
powers and perform such other
duties as may be conferred or

imposed upon it by this Order or .

the Statutes.

While many (both within
and outside) the university be-
lieve that the Senate is the Par-
liament of the university, nei-
ther the Syndicate nor any
other authority of the univer-
sity is responsible to the Senate.
As such it is not only highly
misleadjng] but also erroneous
to think that anything can be
discussed in the Senate. Thus a
careful examination of the

ers and jurisdiction of the
nate certainly makes it clear
to all of us that the Dhaka Uni-
versity Senate has no authority
in law to set up an inquiry
commission to examine the
current state of its healih.
Therefore, the setting up of the
inquiry commission

prc;:!msed

of Professor Siddiqui would be
illegal as it is beyond the juris-
diction of the Senate.

The DUO 1973 has clear
provisions in terms of law to set
up such committee or commis-
sion. Naturally the question

First 100 Days of Second Awami League Government

ﬂuﬂr#muimaﬂhe?mﬁamlmaphﬁuhdcnhﬁiﬁughm The law givers were at their worst
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deteriorated. Some alleged ter-
rorists were arrested and. by a
strange coincidence, they gen-
erally belonged to the principal
opposition part

The Dhaka Iﬁniversﬂy cam-
pus turned into a battleground
and the residential halls were
forcibly occupied by the ruling
party's student wing. The law
enforcing agencies did not find
any armed intruders but shot
the top opposition student
leader at point blank range
with a tear gas shell. Medical
Colleges were off and on closed
Campuses of other educational
institutions in and outside
Dhaka witnessed similar gun
battles from time te time [t is
unbelievable but true that male
member of the Parliament went
in disguise to the Eden Girls
College to instigate riots among
inmates,

Also came the demand for
governance by consensus In
that bed, support from the third
largest political party in the
Parliament as wrl? as from the
lone MP from the .JSD was so-
licit>d and received In return,
iwo Ministerships had to be
dispensed with for the two po-
litic 1] parties The mainstream
oppasition stayed away from
what it regarded as a coalition
government. To them, consen-
sus evolves mainly on specific
issues among political parties,
who thereafter ?mrally follow
their own paths and pro-

arises ' what is the appropriate
authority at the University of
NDhaka to set up such an inquiry
committee or commission? The
Syndicate is competent to set up
such a committee. The powers
of the Syndicate are described
in DUO 1973 through Article 24
(pp. 18 to 19) and also in the

irst Statute through Article 2
(pp. 42 to 45). Thus Article 24 (1)
[é). 19) of DUO 1973 says : "The

yndicate shall exercise all
other powers of the University
not otherwise provided for by
this Order or the Statutes.”

Further Article 2 (m) (p. 44)
of the First Statutes says :
"Subject to the provisions of the
Order. the Syndicate shall have
the powers to appoint commit-
tees for such purposes as it con-
siders n provided, how-
ever. that the reports of such
conunittees shall be considered
by the Syndicate before action
is taken in connection there-
with unless the Syndicate in
any particular case otherwise
direct.”

It is, therefore, clear that it
is only the Syndicate that can
set up such a committee. By this
I only mean that the written
provisions of law have empow-
ered the Syndicate to appoint a
committee for this purpose if it
wishes to do so. Whether such a
committee appointed by the
Syndicate would be able to
achieve its goal or not is itself a
separate question. The consti-
tution of Dhaka University, i.e.,
DUO HI73 and its First Statutes
do not empower the Senate to
set up such a committee as con-
ceived by Professor Siddiqui.

Let us now examine whether
the Senate can in practice ob-
jectively set up such a commit-
tee and achieve its desired goal.
The desired goal — if | have un-
derstood Professor Siddiqui
— is of course, the improvement
of the academic health and
overall environment of the
university. The DU Senate is
completely incapable to achieve
this. Why? This would require a
careful examination of the cur-
rent composition of the Senate
and its actual functioning. Ac-
cording to article 20 (1) (pp. 14
to 15) of DUO 1973 the total
number of members of the Sen-
ate is 104. They are ; the Vice-
Chancellor, the Pro-Vice-Chan-
cellor, the Treasurer, five gov-
ernment officials to be nomi-
nated by the government. five
MPs to be nominated by the
Speaker, five distinguished ed-
ucationists to be nominated by
the Chancellor, five represen-
tatives of research bodies to be
nominated by the Syndicate,

and answer

Sir, Thanks to the Prime
Minister for her excellent and
unique appearance before peo-
ple after her 100 days with the
state power. Enthusiasms and
expectations were high regard-
ing this programme, but I am
sorry to say that it was in most
part unrealised. Despite all its
deficiencies, we should try to
find out some positive things
from this session.

There were a lot of questions
from both outside over tele-
phone and inside by the selected

ests, present at the venue. A

uestion that found up to the
mark was from Mr. Atiar Rah-
man, economist. While ques-
tioning to the Prime Minister

he reminded her election pledge
to get rid of country from ter-
rorism. In a similar question
answer session arranged by
BTV before 12 June on she
pronounced her pledge. He cited
activity of caretaker govern-
ment on close monitoring, on
the actions that were being
taken nst the terrorists by
the advisers to Mr. Habibur
Rahman. He emphasiseéd by
asking the Prime Minister
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grammes.
The first session of the Par-
liament was explosive but en-
tertaining to many. The law
Fhftl'!l were at their worst and
ell yust short of assaulting one
another physically on the
floors of the Parliament. The
budget session spent more time
on natters other than !
The opposition claims that t
WeTt and denied the right
to be heard The Speaker was

right to be heard

with the services or many in
various seciors whose only
crime ha been appointed to
their  office by the former
regime Th? were promptly re-
placed by lellow-partisans or
party sympathisers

e by -elections hold under
the government spark volumes
about the nature of impartial-
ity. The accused
massive rigging in twe con-
stituencies. Luxmipur 2 and

ever visually found to be bla-
tantly partisan. causing walk
out by the opposition and severe
cll";ticinm against him person-
ALy

The pledge of transparency
and accountability was met
only by the standards set by the
pledge givers themselves The
rampant transfer of govern-
ment officials in such a short
period of time was unprece
denied. This was done as a mea
sure of reward or chastisement
The policy of partisanship has
been witnessed in dispensing

five principals of colleges to be
nominat by the Academic
Council from among the prin-
cipals of the affiliated and con-
stituent colleges. ten teachers ol
mll:fta to be nominated by the
Academic Council from amon
teachers of the affiliated an
constituent colleges. the
Chairman of the Board of In-
termediate and Secondary Edu-
cation, Dhaka, twenty-five rep-
resentatives of stered grad-
uates to be ﬂmt;% such grad-
uates from among themselves,
thirty-five representatives of
teachers of the university to be
elected in a special meeting of
the university teachers. and
five representatives of the sju4
dents to be nominated by the
University Central Students
Union.

In the last 24 years of its ac-
tual functioning of the Dhaka
University Senate, we have seen
that 35 University teachers and
25 registered graduates are
elected purely in a political
style. These elections are noth-
ing but political elections of the
two major political parties of
the country. The gomination by
the government, the S -
the Chancellor, Academic
Council and the DUCSU are
also made on 100 per cent polit-
ical considerations. As a result.
the Dhaka University Senate
has turned into a fullfledged
political platform of the two
major rival political parties of
the country. We have already
mentioned the powers and ju-
risdiction of the Senate.

It is, however, unfortunate to
note that on many occasions
the Senate has been involved in
political discussions. This is
not only nd the lawful au-
thority of the Senate, but it is
also nd the lawful author-
ity of the university itself. The
powers and the jurisdiction of
the University are 'described in
Articles 4 (pp. 4 to 6) and 5 (p. 6)
of DUO 1973. It is sadly ob-
served that the Senate has been
engaged in discussions much
beyond its own authority. How-
ever, this is not main point.
My contention is this that a po-
litical platform like the Senate
of Dhaka University cannot be
expected to set up a commission
to make an objective academic
investigation into the current
state aflairs at Dhaka Univer-
sity and to suggest remedial
measures, The University Sen-
ate has long before lost its aca-
demic character,

These days the Dhaka Uni-
versity Senate has been found

Con

Chittagong |
they boycotted the last one in
H:giganj 2 and raised serious
guestions aboutl government s
credibility and opposition s
participation in future

The promise of making the
principal government media.
the radio and the TV. non-par
tisan has been fulfilled in so far
as a Commission to work for
this ,n.:rpnnr has been consti
luted. In practice, these have
been tumed Into ruling party's
mouthpiece, The initiative of
holding TV Iinterview of the

uently,

to give more importance in iis
function ol nominating a panel
of three persons for appoint-
ment as the Vice-Chancellor.
Prolessor Zillur Rahman Sid-
digui has himself mentioned in
one of his recent articles pub-
lished in the daily Bhorer llijugqf
that this function of the Senate
Is not even mentioned in the
main list of 1t51}nwu:. i.e. Arti-
cle 22 (p. 16) of DUO 1973. It is
well-known that according to
Article 11 (1) (p. 10) of DUO 1973
the Chancellor appoints the
Vice-Chancellor from a
three persons nominated by the
Senate. The whole nation now
knows that this
fullfledged political election-
contest between' the two major
political parties. The idea of
nomination has been borrowed
from the Dhaka University Act
(DUA). 1920. But we have made
it a 100 per cent political exer-
cise. In the process the aca-
demic question has been com-
pletely overlooked and this has
presented us VCs who work like
political party leaders.
Therelore. it is our opinion,
that the University Senate is
neither legally nor practically a
competent body to. set up a
commission for an objective
assessment of the current state
of affairs at the university. Al-
though Syndicate is legally
competent to set up such a
committee, from practical
point of view it is also incompe-
tent. why? Because the Syndi-
cate members are also elected or
nominated like political party
representatives. It is also now a
political Flatfnrm of the two
major political parties of the
country. The established rules
and regulations are frequently
violated and academic matters
receive only marginal consid-
eration. So what is the way out?
Remember the DUO 1973
starts by saying : "whereas it is
expedient to reconstitute and
re-organise the University of
Dhaka for the purpose of im-
proving the teaching and re-
search provided thereby and the
administration thereof ;..... The
dent is to make the
Order.” We have seen
the working of Dhaka Univer-
sity under DUO 1973 for nearly
24 years. | think it is now time
to rewrite the constitution of
this university for the same
purpose for which DUO 1973
was promulgated in Febru
1973. In the ss of this re-
writing of the University Cons-
titution the following points
are submitted for serious cons-

ollo
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whether her government has
any semblance activity by
minsters other than home
minister in a coordinated way
to monitor actions against ter-
:_‘nlzl'lﬁ:.d We think this should be
ollo as a regular practice

the cabinet. g o

Bose' Asoke Kumar
House # 413, Road # 10

Block-B, Cham:?uon R/A
Chitragong 421

Water-logging in
the city

Sir, Water-lofﬁlng in Shan-
tinagar, Kakrail. Bijoynagar
and other parts of the city is
causing immense suffering for
the le of those areas. The
main cause of this water-log-
is 'not to clear' the drains
in these areas and removed the
garbage by the conservancy de-
partment of the City Corpora-
tion for more than last 18
months. Previously the drains
used to be cleaned and the
Farhagc used to be remove -

arly. B-cfn.:i-]: the onset of t
mMonsoorn b accumu-
lated| in the drl:i:uul;t cleaned
and the accumulated garbage in

the drains were taken out and

removed by the City Corpora-
tion trucks. Officers of the con-
servancy department of the
corporation used to supervise
the drain cleaning works. The
formier Mayor also used to visit
different areas of the city to see
the work done by the conser-
vancy department of the City
Corporation. But with the pre-
sent Mayor of the City C a-
tion the position is very differ-
ent.
The Mayor of the City Cor-
goratinn has failed to the
hief Conservancy Officer of
the City Corporation and other
stafl of the City Conservancy
Department, particularly those
who are responsible for clean-
ing the drains and removing
age from Zone-4 of the City
rporation, to do their job.,

- Unfortunately, the Mayor is
now trying to evade his respon-
sibility and his failure to keep
the city in a habitable condi-
tion the plea that, as
the WASA has not able to
complete construction of the
"Box Culvert", due to a e
in Fakirerpool road, the
drninatnf storm water has
been blocked. This plea is to-
tally wrong and untenable,

| think it would be a step
forward in the right direction if
the Mayor does place the con-
department of the City
Corporation under the control
and management of a "dy-
namic” person who would
hard-working and capable of
making all other officers and
staff to discharge their duties
and responsibilities efficiently
and honestly and to clean the
drains removing the accu-
mulated garbage and sludge
which were created due to negli-
gency for a long time after
present Mayor took charge.

I think the Mayor should oc-
casio come out of his air-
conditioned office in the Nagar
Bhaban and visit the city as his
predecessors used to do. [ would
request the Mayor to see the
condition of the drains to the
south and west of the Pioneer
Credit Society office in Bijoy-
nagar and take action against
the staff whose negligence of
duty has created this condition.
The accumulated on the
roads should also be removed
without delay.

Abul Kasem
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$ become a |

non-students to p
level (and the rickshaw fire).
The Unesco Reading Room
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Prime Minister after 100 days
of of office is laud-
able. But the vain attempt to
bolster by set-up ques-
tions and undaunted praise

uestioners render it bot

arcical and counter-produc-
tive. This reinforces BNP's

M“HHM}"
of such TV exer-

the oppesition leader's partici-
pation in a similar post-elec-
tion exercise.
Omn the economic front also.
stagnation than
the
is almost at a standstill: banks
are shy in advancing loans. In-
flation is raising its hydra-
head. Taka has been devalued
four times im three months. the
same¢ number of times in the
previous five years. F ex-
change reserves are

ﬁ;mn% Capital market is un-
althily soaring too high too

fast through stock market.

causing grave apprehension to
many s are growing but
al a snail's pace garment

and other export-griented in-
dustries are yet to come out of
the logjam they found them-
selves in during the regime
on ace ount of the then opposi-
tion s destructive movement of
continuous non-cooperation.
Prices of essentials are going
up. rendering greater plight for
the common

progress
epoch. The business

ardly

-

Promises to All, Hopes for Some, Realisation with Few

similar funds for the ne xt -
mrm.nhumhyﬁl_om
lion. The Finance j

boasted to have wrest +d non-
dor jors. On
Iz atter de-

grammes and Jess pri-
vatisation. The Prime Minister,
on the other hand made 2

the contrary. t

:

commendable appea | in H
Kong, more ! oreign in-
vestment in *sh.

?

public interest in
Bangladesh. Orie has to wait
and see.

Finally, the u is
yel to redeem i!_s}:;tgrtpﬂhdm

MPs also and are
safely with pul lic access, as in
many countr ‘es. the nation
would be saved, . to a greal extent.
irom the scou i ge of corruption.

Democr w uld then flourish

and the Awa mi League would
wear a laur el again after a

The aid consortium pledged  quarter of cer tury.

Oxtord of the East : Living with a Myth

WhatisWrongin the Prescription of Professor Zillur Rahman Siddiqui?
by Dr A K Monaw-war uddin Ahmad

ideratjon :

I) The present systein of elec-
tlon of a panel lor appointment
ol the Vice-Chancellor must go.
The Chancellor should appoint

the Vice-Chancellor through a
search committee, The service

conditions of the Vice-Chancel- promulgat.ed, in
lor should be like that of a judge g:.rg;lpl'l 3 o
h

of the Court.
2) All student politics at the
university must be made ;
3] All teachers politics at the
university must be made illegal.
4) olitical meetings,
demonstrations etc., on the
cam should be made illegal.
5) Office hours of the univer-
sity teachers should be intro-
duced i

6) stem of the dif-
ferent ies of the university
should be dropped.

Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui has made a significant
contribution by drawing our
attention to an important prob-
lem. | fully agree with him that
an inquiry commission should
be set up to examine the current
state of of the oldest uni-

versity of t he country. 1 have
tried to exp lain why neither the
Senate nor the Syndicate can
really set vip such an effective
commissior ) . Then the

is ::I'h:;']ﬂl bell ﬂ'l:jl:ﬂl;m
or practical and
purposes it is the Chlncmlj'
who can st up such a commis-
sion. How' i* The DUO 1973 was
suance ol
the Fourth
le t o the Constitution of
the Peojdle's Republic of
Banglade=;ih, and in exercise of
all power :; him in that
behalf, the esident was
t & make the DUO 1973.
/2, it is our opinion,
that it is the Chancellor who is

the competent authority to
ﬁ l:zh: commission prupuled
A s R R

iate: his concern for
stitutiorn: where | studied and
now sdxrrving as a humble
teacher .

The writer is Professor of
Econor nics and Former Dean,
Facully of Secial Sciences.
Univer-sity of Dhaka

spiring art lmlﬂym;g-

OPINION

Rich Magazi_nes and
Poor Buyers

Andaz |

The Dhaka Day by Day fea-
}un: (Sept 28) on lgca] es of
oreign pa an nes
in the cit ﬁmdy. Such regu-
lar readers are well aware of
the relevant background pro-
vided.

As a middle-class reader
with single limited income (no
side, black, grey, additional, in-
come, commissions, or bak-

shish) 1 can hardly afford to

buy current issues of fereign pe-
riodicals. Sometimes [ buy
back-dated copies from the
Nilkhet second-hand market.
Decades ago, when the prices
were much lower and the pur-
chasing power higher. | used to
subscribe at one time or an-
other to Life. Time, Saturday
Evening Post. National Geo-
graphic,. RD. AWSJ., FEER,
Economist. Probashi AB Pa-
trika and The Weekly States-
man (while abroad).
There are several problems
in the developing countries: a)
high cover price of the foreign
papers/journals: b) overcharg-
ing by the local agents (local
rice not related tot he official
oreign exchange rate), al-
though printed materials are
not taxed as Unesco con-
vention (the Indian publica-
tions are the main offenders).
Now that the Unesco have
opened an office in Bangladesh,
can it do something to make
available some reputable pa-
pers and journals in the LDCs at
subsidised subscription rates to
individuals and libraries (not
for free sale in the open Mar-
ket). Of course Unesco book
coupons are available for buy-
i from abroad. We want
nied materials at the prices:
we pay for our ready-made gar-
ments!
One welcome trend is the
satellite-e-mail-computer local
rinting of the PC Magazine
SA. sold at the counter ai
Taka 100 only (Black price Tk
300+).
Can be the Press Club Reac-
Room do a public service 1y
allowing interested members of
the pubiic to browse through the
pers and magazines, in retivm
R:r a small entry ticket of, say,
Taka five, the . going to
the PC welfare fund? There :are
few public libraries in ‘the
(localities). and these
are poorly equipped. Others are
not easily accessible. The
British Council have incre:ised
the annual subscription for
rohibitive

would be an ideal " -
vided Uncle Sam mldmrdeaupm |
the $1.6 billion. Unesco, what
abouit the Third World's "Right
to Fiead" ? l

Another state nuisance is
pil lerage of 1 coming
in- by mail through our foreign
post. | am a seasoned victim.
amd have sub-
sc riptions. times the
postman delivered the Book of
tkie Month Club packages from
thie USA against a signed re-
ceipt.
Nﬂgc;w. alas. I have ;ﬂﬂm

RB foreign exchange. have

nianaged to build up a interest-
ig private library. 1 strictly
riaintain an Issue ster for
c:lose friends and default-
¢:rs. Poor demand, | to re-
jrort. Money rolls, but books
pile up. Few are fortified enough
to face the cold rows of books.
Thhe unpopularity can be E;:h
dained: you can't argue wi
Emks. as 1:: a adda.

Now for some news.
INon-textbook book shops for
the general readers
(bibliophiles and those who
have small personal libraries
— to read, not to ay) are
now opening up in Dhaka. The
Indian books are c , in-
cluding the foreign titles (and
best-sellers) printed in India.
Another new trend is that the
book buyers are allowed inside
the new-trend bmkshmd
approach the shelves for -
ing before purchase, in contrast
to the traditional "student”
bookshops where the customer
has to face two formidable bar-
riers: the wooden counter, and
— the wooden salesman.

"Which book you want

]?'H

"I don't know. I'd like to have

a look at your “latest arrivals”
and then P

The books on ters are
mostly for the students and
newcomers: nothi for the
h sts with more and

b th. beyond the textbook
flavour. Tutorials should not
last a lifetime — when do you
enjoy the " hﬂ:{l‘ﬂlll‘l
[ guess it ng to con-
tinue this academic ~
If our MPs cultivate the
res of life, then we book-

pleasu

beside them (in i for a
chitchat. Our is reported to
have two book manuscripts

ready. That is the non
olitical image of the
E)rmldlhlt Shei Hasina' Let

us hear of more such balancing
acts by the other leaders.




