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* 27558 penple have visited the Muktijuddha Museum.

Are You one of them!

- iberation War Museum and pay tribute to all those who fought to free our Land.

Muktijuddha Jadughor

S Segun Bagicha Dhaka Ph. 955 9091

(near the National Press Club)

Open everyday 10:30am to 06:30 pm

Liberation War:
Youth and Spirit

The armed resistance
By Akku Chowdhury

It was on March 25 1971, when the Pakistan military
regime realised the Bangalees would not compromise
with their dictated concept of power sharing, that the reign
of terror began. They opted for a military solution to bring
the Bangalees to term. They felt an armed reprisal against
the little brown Bangalees would cower them into
acceptance of the continuity of the West Pakistani
dominance_ A little show of fire-power by the Pakistan
Army would terrorise and 'shell-shock’ the Bangalees to

ever demand for anything next 100 years. No doubt this
strategy back-fired because by now the Bangalees under

the leadership of Bongobondhu Sheik Mujibur Rahman
stood firm on the ground of complete emancipation. The
Awami League had been rightfully voted as the majority
party of Pakistan. Therefore, in the democratic process
Sheik Mujibur Rahman became the Prime Minister of
Pakistan. This scenario was unacceptable to Pakistani
high command in the business, politics and the armed
forces. Thus began the infamous ‘operation Searchlight
whereby Sheik Mujibur Rahman was arrested and a reign
of terror was let loose. Dhaka being their stronghold, the
Pakistan Army began the operation here. It was their hope
that soon the rest of the country would fall in line. This
they totally miscalculated.

The Bangalee members of the Pakistan Armed Forces,
stationed in Bangladesh, felt the hint of this betrayal by
Yahya Khan. Fearing a reprisal against them they
prepared to secure their positions. Of course many
Bangalee officers and soldiers were taken by surprise by
the Pakistanis apprehending reprisal, were brutally killed.
Those who managed to escape the dragnet consolidated
their position and prepared for the Pakistani offensive As
their was no communication different units prepared their
own defensive with the local people. The scattered forces,
on their own initiative, tried to stop the Pakistan Army,
which, by now was reinforced.

They prepared to launch an offensive against the rag-tag
Bangalee rebels. Soon the Bangalees began to feel the
crunch of arms and ammunition shortage. They realised
the Pakistan onslaught could not be stopped for a long
time. They had to make a strategic retreat and consolidate
their power to continue the fight. With some seventy
percent of Bangladesh being surrounded by India, most of
_the forces along with other civilian volunteers and
refugees who were uprooted from their homes by
Pakistanis, took shelter in neighbouring India.

The Indian Government, on humanitarian grounds,
responded generously to shelter and feed the homeless
Refugee camps began to spring up in the border areas
The problem arose with the Bangalee Armed Forces and
Civilian volunteers who were also seeking sheiter and
arms supply, because of diplomatic complications. It was
the aim of the Bangalees to continue the fight against the
Paristan Army
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The initial Liberation Forces formed with the members of
East Pakistan Riffles, personnel of the armed forces,
students and political activists were localised. They had
no central command force or co-ordination. On April 4,
1971, the high commands of these forces met in
Taliapara. the temporary headquarters of Bangladesh
Forces set up by Major Khaled Mosharraf. It was then that
they drew up a plan of action and divided Bangladesh into
4 operational regions with a senior military officer in
command of each region. Col. (itd.) M A.G. Osmani who
presided this meeting took the oath of allegiance from
those present. Although this was done in earnest the
practicality of implementation proved to be futile. With
time, more and more people were resisting the Pakistan
Forces and localised or regional ‘resistance group’ was
being formed.

After the formation of the Provisional Government of
Bangladesh on April 17, 1971, in Muyjibnagar. the
Bangladesh Liberation force began to be consolidated and
co-ordinated. In the middle of June the high command of
the Liberation Forces. under their Chief Coln. (rtd) M A.G.
Osmani, met in a conference for ten days to draw up
strategy, the future plan of action for the Liberation War
and its implementations. After the meeting Bangladesh
was also divided into 11 sectors with a senior officer as
Sector Commander in charge of each sector. It was
agreed to raise a regular armed force along with the
continuing guerrilia forces then active in the fighting

This meeting was a turning point for the Liberation War.
The leaders felt the need to form an organised and
regular forces comprising of all elements to make an
effective offensive against the Pakistan Army. They
worked on plans to reorganise the Guernlla and regular
forces and co-ordination in their operation to make an
effective impact on the enemy. Plans were made to set up
the S-Force. K-Force and the Z-Force under the
command of Maj. K.M. Shafiullah,

Ma; Khaled Mosharraf and Major Ziaur Rahman
respectively.

All this time the youth of this country voluntarily poured
into training camps to join the Liberation Forces. Their
zeal and spirit was indomitable and admirable. The
Pakistan Army had no chance to destroy this will of force
But this force needed to be guided and led. There was a
vacuum in mid level leadership in the Liberation Force
Therefore it was agreed upon to pick a group of young
Muktijuddhas who has proven their worth in the battle and
other activities for an intensive crash course to prepare
them for leadership as platoon or unit commanders in
Guerrilla and regular warfare. 61 bright young boys were
inducted in this First Bangladesh War course who were
already actively participating in the Liberation War as
group or platoon leaders. They were selected from
different camps Many were tested, examined and grilled
before the final selection of these 61 Without any political
or social bias these young men were picked with an
objective that in our War of Liberation they would be able
to command the forces under them courageously and
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out ceremony was heid which was attended by the then
Acting President of Provisional Government Syed Nazrill
Islam. Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed. C n C Col. (rtd.)
M A G Osmany, Deputy Chief of Staff Group Captain A.
K. Khondokar and Sector 6 Commander Sq. Ldr. Abul
Bashar among other high officials and dignitaries. Cadet
Officer Syeed Ahmed, for being outstanding amongst the
cadets was ceremoniously awarded the C-in-C's cane,

Soon after their graduation these sixty-one Second
Lieutenants were assigned to different sectors. Each of
them were given commands of a sub-sector or sent to an
unit. Under the leadership of these young fiery
Lieutenants the War of Liberation reached a new zenith,
As the war began to intensify and the dry weather was
setting in, the Mukti Bahini launched into offensive
actions. Over the next two months of fierce battles that
ensued three of these young Lieutenants were killed in
action.

Lt. Aziz, before the war was a student of Dhaka College,
was leading a frontal assault with a Company (consisting
of about 100 9" Bengal soldiers) against a Pakistani out
post near the Shalda river in Brahmanbaria A fierce battle
was fought and the out post was overrun by the Mukti
Bahini. Unfortunately Lt Aziz was shot in the chest and
head and died in the battlefield. In the ensuing battle field
his slain body was taken away by the retreating Pakistan
Army.

Lt. Samad was a student of Dhaka University before he
had rushed off to fight for his motherland. In 20 November
Lt. Samad was killed in the battlefield in Bhurgamari near
Lalmonirhat. He was leading an attack on a Pakistan
Army mainline of defence, about 15 miles inside
Bangladesh. His group consisting of 2 Companies of 200
Muktijoddhas, fought a fierce battie, uitimately capturing
the Pakistan position. Unfortunately Lt. Samad was shot
and died instantly. He is buried in Bhurangamari

Lt. Selim was a student of the Rajshahi Medical College
when he left his medical books to pick up the gun to free
his country. A valiant freedom fighter Lt. Selim. unlike the
other two, was fortunate to see Liberated Bangladesh.
Unfortunately right after the Liberation he was on a
‘mopping-up” operation, to clear Mirpur area where a lot
of Pakistan soldiers along with non-Bangalees were
mding. During the operation he was shot and killed by a
sniper bullet.

The remaining 58 along with all the other brave freedom
fighters of this country have each a glorious anecdote of
the Liberation War

The youth of this country served their land without thinking
about themselves It was a time for self sacrifice. All
those who went to the battle field. did so with that attitude
Each and everyone wanted a free Bangladesh but was
not sure they would see it Even s0, they were prepared to
lay down their lives One thing they were all sure of was
that this country would get nd of the occupying forge - the
Pahlstaﬁ Army anq the Muﬂ' c:dj'-«ars would be victonous

25th Yearof Victory

Silver Jubilee .
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The Mutjoddha commander giving final instruction before his troop marches of to an operation
somewhere in Hilli, Dinajpur. Photograph by Amavo Tarafder 5-7 May 1971.
(Collecuion Liberation War Muscum)
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Cadet Othcer Saveed Ahmed receiving the C-n-C's cane iur hrt. 1'H st performance among the 61
cadets in the First Bangladesh War Course held in Murtee, India during the Liberation War. In this
photograph the then acting President Syed Nazrul Islam is seen handing over the cane while Gen.

M A (¢ Osmany looks nn At the passing out (‘n‘;'-rﬂunn} held on Oct. 9 197 1 | _
(Collgetiod | iberatigqu :‘\"»'_n _"':.L'.{*-._J.;:I.H_ll'|.1
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25lh March 1971. Pakistani
war machine unieashed the
most barbaric act in recent

resistance ensued.

in the absence of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who was

Osmani as commander in chief,

Minister Tajuddin Ahmed together with General

61 Valiant Sons

On 9th October 1971 a landmark
in the liberations struggle was

arrurdey
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in various sectors and regular
East Bengal Regiment units

history when they pounced on

in captivity in the hands of the

unarmed Bangalee nation to  Pakistanis, a provisional
silence democratic aspirations  Government of Bangladesh was
of the millions. The whole set up a Mujibnagar (meherpur),

Bangalee nation united o resist
this heinous crime and war of

Kushtia with Acting President
Syed Nazrul Islam and Prime

People from all walks of life participated the
liberation war. Bangalee soldiers serving in the
Pakistani Armed forces, notably East Bangal
Regiment and Para Military forces, notably EPR,
Police and Ansars joined the liberation war. Thus the
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MURTEE
9TH OCTOBER 1971
WE ANSWERED THE CALL TO LIBERATE

01 2AT M ANISUR RAHMAN N 2A7
02 2T SHAM MOMD FAZLE HUSSAIN 32 2A7
03 2AT MAHBOOB UL ALAM 339 2AT
04 2AT SYEED AHMED M 2A7
05 2AT DIDAR ATWAR HUSSAIN % 2A7
06 2AT § MIZANUR RAMMAN % ZAT
OF 2AT SHEIKH KAMAL T 2A7
08 2AT SELIM HASSAN 38 AT
08 2AT M ABDUR ROUF » 2A7
10 2ZAT SYED MUNIBUR RAHMAN M 2AT
| 11 2AT MD MANSURUL AMIN 41 2AT
12 2AT ALK KUMAR GUPTA & 2AT
13 2AT ABDUL QUAYUM KHAN 8 2A7
M 2AT KAISER M HAMIDUL HOQUE M 2AT
1§ 2AT MOHD NAZRUL ISLAM BMHUIYAN 4 2AT
1 2AT KHONDKER MD NURUN NABI % 2AT
17 2AT HASHMI MUSTAFA KAMAL 47 2AT
18 2AT MANSURUL ISLAM MAJUMDAR 448 2AT
19 2AT MUMTAZ HASAN 4 2AT
20 2AT AMATIN CHOWDHURY S0 2AT
21 2AT MOINUL ISLAM $1 2AT
22 2AT KM ABU BAKAR 2 2AT
23 2AT M AHSAN ULLAM 53 2AT
M4 ZAT MIANUR RAHMAN S4 2AT
23 2AT7 55 2AT
o 2AT7 56 AT
[ 27 2AF 57 2AT
2 2A7 58 2AT
2 2A7 58 2AT
M 2A7 80 2AT
61 2AT

FIRST BANGLADESH WAR COURSE

OUR MOTHERLAND

AMISUL HASSAN

MD SHAMSUL ALAM
ANM ASHFAQUS SAMAD
MD ABDULLAM
JAMIL UDDIN AHSAN
SHAHRIAR HUDA
ABDUL JALIL

MD ASADUZZAMAN
MAHBUBUR RAHMAN
WAKAR HASSAN
FAZLUR RAHMAN
MASUDUR RAHMAN
ALl WAK] UZ ZAMAN
TAHER UDDIN AKHANJEE
NIRANMJAN BHATTACHARJEE
JAHIRUL HAQUE KHAN
S M KHALED

SYED ABU SADEQUE
AKM RAKIBUL ISLAM
MOHAMMAD ALJ
RAFIQUL ISLAM
FAZLUR RAHMAN

A Z GIASUCDIN AHMED
SHAMSUL HUDA BACHU
SACHIN KARMAKER
MD AWAL CHOWDMURY
KAZI KABWR UDDIN
MD WALI UL ISLAM

M M KZ JALALABADI
SHAUIAT ALLEY
SYED KAMAL UVDDIN

nucleus of resistance was
formed and thousands of young

volunteers joined In 1o
participate In the libertion
struggle. At this point the

shortage of trained leaders for
providing battlefield leadership
was acutely felt. The
Government at Mujibnagar ook
initiative to organize a field Army
properly so that in the coming
dry season strong resistance
could be built up all over the
occupied Bangladesh. Thus a
team under Major General Abdur
Rab was formed in the month of
June 1o go around sectors and
select from amongst the Mukti
Jodhas with talent and proven
records 10 augment the officers
strength in the lberation Army.
€1 volunteers were chosen
strictly on merit and sent to
training academy on the Bhutan
indian Boarder at a place called
Murtee. A training programme
aiming at producing leaders well
versed in regular and guerilia
war was chalked out under the
aegis of commandant-Brig Joshi
Chief Instructor Lt col Dasgupta
Officer in charge- Ma| A.S.
Thappan of indian Army. What
ensued was 14 weeks of
gruelling training averaging 18
hours per day that transiormed
these youth into capable
commanders well versed in
tactical knowledge upto
company level and use of

explosives.

made when the first batch of
Officers passed out in an
austere passing out ceremony
attended by then acting
President Syed Nazrul Islam,
Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed,
General MA. G. Osmani, AVM
(the Group Captain) A. K.
Khandker and other high
officials of Mujibnagar

Government. Acting President
in his speech congratulated the

1 You are always

at our hearts

1. Kh. Azizur Rahman
2. ANM Ashfaqus Samad

3. Selim Hassan

4. Sheikh Kamal

5. A Z Giasuddin Ahmed

6. Shah Mohd Fazle Hussain
7. Mahbubur Rahman

8. S M Khaled

cadets for successfully
completing the training and
urged the newly commissioned
officers 1o prove their worth in
the battle field. He said the
determinations he saw in these
faces was refreshing and
reassuring that Bangladesh
shall be liberated in the near
future.

immediately after the passing
out all these officers were
posted to take up assignments

being raised under 'K' Force
under then Colonel Khalid

Mosharraf; 'S’ Force under then
Colonel Shafiullah and 'Z; Force
under then colonel Ziaur
Rahman. With the induction of
these young officers the battle
field actions intensified. 3 of
these officers embraced
martyrdom in the battlefield and
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a host of others suffered
injuries. The profound impact
this course had in the battlefield
s manitested by the gallantry
awards of 1 Bir Uttam, 3 Bir
Bikrams and 12 Bir Pratik
bestowed in recognition. On
16th of December 1871
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Pakistani Army capitulated and
disgracefully surrendered 1o the
Allied forces conprising of
indian and Bangladesh forces.
Bangladesh was born and with it
the First war course left their
profound and indelible mark In

history.




