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River Cruise offers Nice Opportunity
for Recreation

1996

by AS M Nurunnabi

City life on most occasions turns chaotic and
lacks h«:a:'nltl".ﬂlr recreation. This is mainly due to
lack of adequate scope for recreational activities
within the city confines. The hustle and bustle at
times tends to make one's existence in urban
setting suffocating. In such a situation, city
dwellers pine for some relief by getting out of it
for some entertaining outdoor pursuits.

One such pursuit avidly sought after by city
dwellers is the excitement and joy of river cruise.
But it may be admitted that scope in this
direction is, by and large. limited. particularly
for lack of proper facilities to help organise an
enjoyable river cruise. Non-availability of
suitable river craft with ancillary facilities and
also considerations for operational security
stand in the way of our taking desirable interest
in this respect, altheugh all around us the
innumerable riverine outlets offer enough scope
for this form of outdoor recreation.

The insufficiency of scope in thig regard is
somewhat compensated by the programmes of
the state tourism organisaton known as
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation. To observers,
the efforts of this organisation to meet growing
interest in this area are commendable.

According to present arrangement, the route
of such river cruises is not very long. It covers a
distance of normally 40 km thmugﬁ': its passage
through Buriganga. Sitalakhya, Dhaleswai and
the Meghna estuary. On some occasions, a hired
vessel is used for the cruise. On a previous
occasion last December, a larger vessel named
STL. Kajal was pressed into service, which
accommodated about 375 holiday-makers.

The Parjatan Corporation draws up in

the entertainment of their guests participating
in the river cruise. As the cruise proceeds on the
rescribed routes amid scenes of great natural
auty, there are few souls unmoved by them.
The cruise programmes have other items of
interest such as breakfast, buffet lunch, snacks
and tea. After lunch, the guests are entertained
with a colourful cultural function on board at
which sometimes noted figures in the
entertainment world take part. Although there
are some differences in the package programmes
depending on the amount of money charged.
there is no denying that the guests don't miss the
joyful atmos {phcrc created during the river
rrulac be it of shorter and longer duration.

The Parjatan Corporation has reportedly a
smaller pleasure craft named M L "Shalook”
with a seating capacity for 72 persons with some
double-bed cabins. The Corporation sources say
that there is a choice of cruise programmes for
interested parties. There is a programme, the
duration of which is 5 hours from 10 am to 5
every Friday and Saturday. There are also
F grammes of shorter duration for 2 hours-one

rom 10am to 12 noon and the other from 3 pm
to 5 pm, with a minimum of 12 passengers. There
are some pick-up points for intending guests,
which are located near well-known hotels in the
city for their commuting to the Mary Anderson
jetty at Pagla ghat.

The significance of these river cruises lies in
the wonderful experience the holiday-makers.
both foreign and local. undergo. Many feel that
private entrepreneurs can take initiative to give
a further boost to the development of
recreational facilities in this area.

Metropolitan

We celebrate
Tourism Month
1996

October is Bangladesh'’s official tourism month.
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Grand Concert October 15 - 16
Featuring Bappi Lahiri, Kavita Krishnamurti, Rina Lahiri,
and Hema Malini. Tickets are for only Tk 2,000 and 2,500 and
go on sale 10 am - 6pm daily from October 8 at the hotel lobby.

Children’s Art Competition Ociober 18

Register your child between October 8 - 13. Registration fee

is Tk 100. Age and Theme: 3-5 years Free; 6-9 years My Country

10-12 years My Future Bangladesh.
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Visually-impaired children staged a rally on the occasion
of International Children's Day in the city yesterday.
— Star photo

"2 4 | Children's memo to Hasina

Local Food Festival October 20 - 26

Come enjoy dinner and music at Cafe Bazar.
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The meeting of the SAARC

agriculture ministers is being

held in Islamabad as a prepara-

present a concert on works by the German baroque composer
Philipp Telemann. Venue: National Museum auditorium.
Shah me : 7 pm
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~ JCD threatens
fresh agitation

Seminar on urbanisation: in observance of World
Habitat Day. a national seminar on 'Urbanisation. Citizenship
and Human Solidarity’' has been organised. Chief: State

E:T - for lh;lWDﬂd Food ﬂniltf’r for Hnuﬂngu;nd Public Works Afsaruddin Ahmed

mimit, held in Rome. an. Venue: BARC auditorium, Farmgate. Time : 9 am.
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(JCD). the student wing of BNP.
yesterday strongly protested
Sunday's incident at Zahurul
Haq Hall and demanded pun
ishment of the culprits. reports
UNB

They threatened to launch
fresh agitation programmes (f
the university authorities
failed to take proper action
against the terrorists within 24
hours,

The demand came from a
rally in front of DUCSU Bha- |
ban in the morning. JCD Dhaka
University unit organised the
rally to protest the terrorist ac-
tivities by the pro-Awami

B.ﬂ.lf{ hhatra League in Zahu-
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The minister is expected to
return home on October 10.
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Envoy to Sweden
| presents
credentials

Bangladesh Ambassador to
| Sweden Syed Noor Hossain pre-
' sented his credentials to King
| Carl XVI Gustaf at the Royal
Palace in Stockholm on last
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initiatives taken by the new
Bangladesh government in
respect of foreign relations and
rapid economic development.

interviews, and CNsp reviews.
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