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NEWS BRIEFS
Khaleda goes to

Sylhet today

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the ition in Parliament
Begum aleda Zia will offer
fateha at the mazars of Hazrat
Shah Jalal (R) and Shah Paran
(Rl at Sylhet today She will
leave Dhaka this morning and
expecied Lo return at night.
party sources said. reports UUNB

Bogra incident: Probe |
body report by Nov 15

The time for submission of
the enquiry report on the vio-
lent incidents that occurred in
Bogra town on 22 and af
terwards has been exiended up
o November 15 a handout said
here yesterday. The time has
been extended as per the reguest
of the enquiry commission
which was formed to investi-
gate the incidents of Bogra. re
ports BSS.

Trader stabbed
todeath

JESSORE. Oct 7: Muggers
stabbed a local businessman to
death and snatched Tk 52 000
from him at Jessore railway
station today. Police said the
hijackers swooped on Jahangir
Hossain as he got off a local
train and snatched the money
after stabbing him repeatedly.
Jahangir, who hailed from
Terokhada of Khulna district.
died on the spot. reports UNB.

ASI killed in
road accident
FARIDPUR, Oct 7: An Assis-

tant Sub Inspector (ASI) of
Bhanga thana succumbed to his

at M . on way
te Dhaka from here, aft:rhc
was hit by a truck. SP

of Fandpur said the ASI Hiren
Chandra Dey was hit by the
truck while on duty at

bus stand on Faridpur-Barisal

U%way early today. reports

in Barisal
BARISAL. Oct 7. A worker of
Opsonin Pharmaceutical Ltd
was electrocuted this afternoon

when he was working in the
at East a Road.

police said Basudev Pal 22
died on the spot as he suddenly |
came into contact with a live
electric wire, reports BSS.
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I never bowed to any
pressure : Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday expressed his
satisfaction that he Is going to
retire at the end of his term,
welcoming his successor Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed tomorrow
(Wednesday), and said this will
hel]la_;nstltutiunaltﬂe democracy
in the country.

In an emotion-packed 59-
minute farewell speech to
Bangabhaban officials, em-
ployees and presidential

ards, the 72-year old Presi-

ent said he will welcome the
President-designate and take
leave formally which is un-
recedented in the nation's
istory.

It would help smooth the
Fath of transition and make the

ture of the posterity secure,
Biswas said. He noted that he
never allowed himself to bend
under pressure from any quar-
ters or anyone, including that
from "uttar para”, or "from an
envoy of a big country". He,
however, did not elaborate. He
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By Special {Jnrr{,spundent

promised to defend himself
against all kinds of allegations
without giving details.

"Man is fallible but with the
grace of Allah Almighty | tried
to di:?_pcnse mildutjea truthfully
and firmly taking into consid-
eration the nation's interest
and weighing the pros and cons
of all matters," an emotion-
charged President said firmly,

Leaves Bangabhaban
for home today

Abdur Rahman Biswas is
acking up to leave Bangabha-
gan today completing his full
tenure of the Presidency for the
first time in Bangladesh's his-
tory, reports UNB.
"He is scheduled to leave the
President's Office for his own
house in city's Banani at 10:30
in the morning.” said a
spokesman for Bangabhaban
yesterday.

See Page 12 col 6

L

often lacing his words with a
strong southern accent.

Referring to criticisms

ainst him that he never acted

en the country was going
thrﬂugh a turbulent period last
year, he said that under the
Constitution the President have
limited authority, "something
even my successor had said”. He
said he had challenged them to
produce something in writing to
save the country from chaos,
which they failed.

"When 1 got the full powers
under constitutional amend-
ment before elections, then all
kinds of things were said why
so and so was given charge of
certain ministry. Inshallah,
nobody can play with me. 1 am
not afraid of death. I had all the
authority, even I could sack the
caretaker government. But | ex-
ercised the authority for
smooth elections under the
caretaker government. Because
|1 did not want the people from

See Page 12 Col 1
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Two foreign nationals detained

I

Tk 14cr gold seized at ZIA

The two foreign nutlnna]- along with the HIIIIJL'E'll'll Lnid
seized at the Zia International Airport yesterday
Star photo

‘Govt should recast revenue

The tipped-off customs
sonnel challenged them and re-
covered 100 gold bars from each

- of their baggages.

1

By Staff Correspondent |

Customs personnel at Zia In-
lernational Airport yesterda
seized smuggled gold worth
1.4 crore from 1wn foreign pas-
sengers, according to ofticial
SOLTCES,

The gold. in the form of 200
bars we;ghmlg 10 tola each was
recovered from the b es of
Wolf Gang Loidl, an Austrian
and 5ijm Manfred Theodorous
Maria. a Dutch, who came from
Bangkok in a Thai Airways
flight on their way to India.

They tried to pass through
the 'green channel' without
giving any declaration, the
sources said.

RTPRIS  rA
confes to customs au-

thorities that an Indian citizen
had given them the gold to
reach it to India in exchange of |
one thousand US Dollars.

The gold was handed over to |
them at a hotel in Bangkok. ac-
cording to their statement.

A case was lodged with the |
Cantonment thana. When con-
tacted. Cantonment thana po
lice said that DB police was in- |
terrogating them further, J

Mentionably. smuggled gold
worth about Tk seven crore was |
seized at the ZIA on September
Z21. That was the biggest ever
haul of smuggled gold in the
country The gold was found in
two cartons of electronic goods.

Customs personnel at the
ZIA had seized smuggled gold
worth about Tk four crore in
1993 and another gquantity of
the contraband Item worth
aboutl Tk 2.4 crore in 1990, ac- |
cording lo sources
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pro Jjections, observes MCCI

The country s top chamber
body Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MCC]|
has expressed its concern tha
an unreahsuc projection of
laxes on mwomne and profits tor
liscal 199697 may pur undue
pressure o the administratior
to ensure projected collection
victimising the tax-payers

[n its latest moenthly review
the MCCI also felt the need to
recast the govermnment s revenue

projections since these have

| been made somewhat opti-

have been

by 17.1 per cent in fiscal 1996
97. which

mistically

Taxes on income and profit
] to increase

is considerably

By Staff Correspondent

higher than the rates pf growth
i1 the last five years the MCC]
wd bCl
Simmtlarly projected growths
111 the collection of Customs
Duty VAT and Supplememary
[Mily at 14 5 per cent |58 per
cent and [5 2 per cent respec
Hvely will require comnmmensu-
rate growlh in economnmic activi
e~ it observed
MCCI further

sald that

Judged by the performance of

the economy during the firsi

two months of the current fiscal
year it appeared that the growth
tar

1 might not be achieved

e governmen! should give
serious attention to the pro
ected decline in revenue-(GDFP

Delay in pubhshmg results alleged

DU masters classes begin
a year after Hons exams

By MM Aminul Islam Sajal

Students of Dhaka Univer-

sity. after appearing at Honours
examinations are to wait for
more than a
ters classes to start.

year for their mas-

Masters level classes for stu-

dernts in some departments who
appeared at Honors examina-
| tions in 1994-95 session started

| this week while results in some

|

other departments are yet to be
published.

According to rules. results of

any course-sysiem examina-
tion must be published within
three months of the examina-
tion. But almost every depart-
menit now takes eight to twelve
momnths to publish results. ac-
cording 1o sources

The sources said that the de-
lay in starting classes is mainly

I due to the delay in publishing

results Recently. the university
authorities shifted Honours
and masters examinations of
four ts as the resuits
of the previous batches could
not be published

Honours examinations in
the Department of English in
1994-95 session had started in
September 1995 and ended in
April this year But the results
one yet to be published the
sources said. The results could
not be published in time as the
course coordinator went to
London with examining the an
swer scripts. He did not even
hand over the answer scri to
anybody else before his depar-
ture. the source said

The same thang happened in
the departments of Public Ad

See Page |2 Cod 3

ratio and slowing down of tax-
GDF ratio in the next fiscal
year, MCCl suggested.

It was projected that in fiscal
year 97, the Lotal revenue and
GGDP ratio would decline to 11.6
per cent. from current |1 9 per
cent and non-lax to GDP ratio |
would come down o 2.1 per cent |
from 2 5 per cent in the current
fiscal

However,
is projected to increase slightly

o o e e o = =

the tax-GDFP ratjo

1
lo 9.5 per cent in the next year, ‘
from 9.4 per cent in cusrent
year [

The MCCI review termed the
projected non-tax growth de
cline to 5 8 per cent as discon-

See Page 12 col 6 l

Readers' Digest's
Hero for Today
award for Khair

Abul Khair, the nine-year-
old boy who saved more than
1000 lives by his quick-witted
action that helped avert a train
disaster has been named a
Reader's Digest 'Hero for Today
in October, the first B a-
deshi to be awarded with dis-
tinction. reports UNB.

Khair averted a major train
accident on July 13 in Chand-
pur district's Hajiganj area af-
ter he stopped the approaching
"‘Meghna" express train by
waiving a ~ Petticoat” when
he found a part of the rail track
i The driver was alerted
by the red petticoat and stopped
the train.

In rec

ognition of his qutfk—
witlied decision and cour
Khair will receive a US dollar
300 cash award and a l::ertlﬁ(:Ilt

from the international
monthly magazine
See Page 12 Col 8

Swiss, Australian
share Nobel
Medicine Prize

STOCKHOLM, Oct 7: Two sci-
entists, a Swiss and an Aus-
tralian shared the 1996 Nobel
Medicine Prize for discoveries
made while working in Aus-
tralia on how the body detects
virus-infected cells, Sweden's
Karolinska Institute said today,
reports Reuter.

The winners were Peter Do-
herty, 55, born in Australia and
now working at the University
of Tennessee in Memphis and
Rolf Zinkernagel, 52, Swiss-
born and now working at the
University of Zurich.

The two men will share 1.12
million as their prize. Doherty
began his career as a veterin
officer at Brisbane's Anima
Research Institute after attend-
m‘f1 universities in the Aus-

ian state of Queensland and
Edinburgh, Scotland.

He is now chairman of the
department of Immunology at
St Jude Children's Research
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee,
and a professor at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee's College of
Medicine.

Zinkernagel is head of the
Institute of Experimental Im-
munology al the University of

See Page 12 Col 3

Nat’l committee on
arsenic pollution

A national steering commit-
tee headed by Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Salahud-
din Yusuf has been formed to
take effective steps in protect-
ing public health particularly
with regards to arsenic prob-
lem, reports UNB.

The decision came at an in-
ter-ministerial meeting yester-
day with Health Minister in the
chair.

A scientific expert commit-
tee was also formed under the
national steering committee to
put forward recommendations
after examining the causes of
arsenic pollution and to find
out prevention measures.

e meeting was attended by
cabinet secretary, and secre-
taries of different ministries,
director general (DG) of Health

Directorate, Chairman of |
Atomic Ener Commission.
DG of adesh Land Survey
and DG of Affairs Bureau.

Chairman of Rural Electrifi-
cation Board. Chief Engineer of

Public Health Department, Di-
rector General of Envirorimer

Department, and high officials |

of different ministries and de-
partments were also present.

26 held from ZH
Hall compound:
Sarwar missing

from hospital

By DU Correspondent

A three-member probe body
headed by the Proctor of the
Dhaka University, Dr Nur-Un
Nabi. was formed to investigate
the Zahurul Haq Hall incident
on Sunday.

The two other member of the
committee are Sharifullah
Bhuilvan and Akkas All. house
tutors of the hall. The commit
tev has been asked to submit its

| report within three days.

Sarwar Alam. a student ol
Pharmacy and resident of Za
hurul Haq Hall, was thrown out
ol his first floor room through
the window by a group of out
siclers

the Proctor,
quoting police officials, said
that the victim., Sarwar. was
missing since Sunday night
from the Orthopaedic Hospital
where he was undergoing
trealment

The Vice Chancellor of the
university Frof Abul Kalam
Azad Chowdhury while talking
to newsmen at his office yester
day said that stern action will
be taken against those respon
sible lor the incident.

Ramna thana police said

Meanwhile

' that no case had been lodged in
| this connection.

Police picked u? 26 ;t;}r\k
ficm the Zahurul Haq Hall
compound at around | pm yes-
terda

n contacted, police said
that most of people picked up
wete from the nearby employ
ees quarters. They will be re
leased after interrogation, po-
lice added

JCD activists go on
rampage in Ctg,
damage vehicles

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 7. Some
JCD activists went on the ram-
page ng vehicles and ex-
plodi ocktails in front of the
BNF oflice at Nur Ahmed road
here this afternoon

Accordin to witnesses,
more than vehicles. includ-
ing autorickshaws were dam-
aged.

Police said, the trouble
started when the activists of the
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
staged a demonstration and put
Aﬂn:;rricadEl on the Nur

road at 5 pm prolesting
the arrest of Ajmir Hossain_

Ajmir, an activist of JCD,
Chittagong Medical College
unit. was arrested by Kotwali
police on Sunday .

The situation became nor-
mal and the barricade was re-
moved following police inter-
vention
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'Non-cooperation' by his party govt

Mayor Hanif terms it the

‘greatest tragedy of life’

Dhaka Mayor Mohammad
Hanif yesterday disclosed plans
to give a ‘new look' to the
sprawling Dhaka city by resolv-
ing some of the pressing prob-
lems before the completion of
three years on March 12 of his
four-year tenure.

"Despite my limited power, |
am going for action shortly to
clean the metropolis and give it
a new look for the comfort of
the city dwellers," he told UNB.

The Mayor said he would
take necessary steps to remove
the traffic jam, seize unlicensed
rickshaws, evict illegal occu-
pants from roads and pave-
ments, clean garbage and set up
street lights.

As many as 50 BRTC buses
will be pressed into the city
service soon to ease the trans-
port problem, he said. Roads
damaged by rains will be re-
paired within 15 days of the end
to monsoon period.

Besides, a number of under-
passes and f[ootovers will be
commissioned shortl

Hanif said the Df':aka City
Cnrgnratmn had undertaken a

crore plan this financial

Mohammad Ha;x;f

Rural people must get service

Absentee docs to face
action, warns PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday warned of ac-
tion against those doctors who
remain absent from health
complexes and centres in thana
and rural areas, reports UNB.

“This is unfortunate. You
must not fur;f{et that you are get-
ting your salary from the taxes
of common people. Take care of
the patients and behave politely
with them". she told the -:FO tors.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing the leaders of
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) who called on her at
the PM office in the afternoon.

‘It doctors disagree to stay in
thana health complexes or
health centres. take action
against them.” BMA President
Prof MA Majed told the Prime

Sheikh Hasina called upon
the doctors to take medicare la-
cilities to the doorsteps of all
classes of people.

"My government will take
measure to provide medic
cilities to union level, b
[dm:t{:-rs] will have to ensure

t!:l)er treatment of people,” she
sai
Pointing to the awful condi-
tion of government hospitals.
she called upon the doctors to
render service lo palients, to
keep the hospitals neat and
clean.

The government has raised
the amount of money for the
diet of the patients from Tk 18
to Tk 30. she said, adding '
want that this benefit should
reach those for whoi the allo-

Sev Page 12 Col 7

year to develop 52 slums in the
city. At present, there are about
450 slums within the jurisdic-
tion of the Corporation.

The Mayor. who apparently
landed intio a power conflict
with the government, said he
has no authority to deal with
the problems like waterlogging,
inadequate gas and water sup-
ply and terrorism.

"It's true that | am being
blamed by the city dwellers for
those problems. But. you know,
I have no authoniy to deal with
those issues."

Recently, Hanif put forward
a proposal to the Prime Minis-
ter ftor instituting Dhaka
Metropolitan Government
headed by the Mayor to resolve
all Frnhlcms facing the city
dwellers and ensure all utility
services for them.

But the Mayor's proposal
was rejected by the government

See Page 12 Col 4

Govt has failed
to ensure safety
of people: BNP

BNF secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
said the people throughout the
country are now feeling inse-
cure as the government has
fadled to ensure safety of their
. reports UNDB.

Addressing a rally in front
of the Jatiya Press Club in the
afterncon, he alleged that the
ruling party was unleashin

| attack on literary and cultura

personalities. "The attack on
Sikdar is the example of coun-
trywide terrorism.” Mannan
said.

The Dhaka City Jativatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
[JASAS] organised the rally
protesting the recent attack on
poet Abdul Hye Sikdar. Central
JASAS leader Kazi Khurshedu-
zzaman Utpal presided.

The BNP secretary general
| charged the Awami League with

See Page 12 Col 3
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Privatisation of Hafiz Textiles

Letter of intent issued

to highest bidder

By Inam Ahmed

The government has linally
sent letter of intent to the high
est bidder for privatising the
Hafiz Textile Mills. an issue
that had been posing a discord
between the World Bank (WB)
and the government over the
Jute Sector Adjustment Credit

(JSAC]. according to official
S0Lrces
The bidder has been piven

one unul S Uk to pav tre
money and take pna*-.t*amun ol
the mills from the Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation [(BJIMC).

But sources said the bidder

has already shown his interest
to take possession of the mills
by paving its full price of Tk
8.43 crore at a time. The bidder
will also own the liabi
ahuut Tk tour crore of the
Sale of the unit may ta
|Zl|'ll."l';°" within two to three
weeks.” the official sources
said
The letter of intent was i1s
sued last week., A decision on
privatisation of the mills was
pending for over 18 months, the
sOUrces saie.
See Page 12 Col 2
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C’wealth summit
- 1n Edinburgh
from Oct 24

The next Commonwealth
| Heads of Government Meeting
- ([CHOGM) will be held in Edin-

burgh, United Kingdom. on Oc-
. tober 24-27, said a British High

Commission press release in
| the city yesterday. reports UNB.
- British Foreign Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind announced
this in London on October 2,

This will be the first time since
L 1977 that Britain has hosted
e biennial Commonwealth
minit. the Foreign Secretary
informed.

He hoped that the Edinburgh
Summit will mark an impor-
tant milestone in the economic
and political development of
| the modern Commonwealth.

The detailed format of the
four-day summit meeting will

P AR RS
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be discussed by Conmumonwealth
senior officials during their
meeting in London on October
: 24330

-~ Rao gets at

~ least one more

- day’s freedom

=

(Ot 7 Formes

s | Prime Mumster PV Narasimha

Rao today won a brief respile as
the Supreme Court reserved a
decision in a criminal ‘cheating’
case in which he has heen
summoned by a Delhi court to
testify, reporis Reuter

Until the Supreme Court
pronounces its order, Rao can-
not be summoned by the lower
court, otlicials said The
Supreme Court had not said
whien 1t would give its order
they added

y | AP says. the court granted at

: | least one more day ol freedom

The entrance to the "\fﬂtlfmdl Hulﬂnu (rarden at Mirpur

in the city

Star photo

Botanical garden now
'unsafe' for visitors

By Morshed Ali Khan

Lack of security inside the
National Botanical Garden
(NBG) at Mirpur in the city is
keeping visitors away K accord
ing to sources concerned

Visitors are being mugged
and harassed regularly by some
organised gangs inside the 208
acre garden. some officials at
the ticket counter of the NBG al
leged. As a consequence. the
number of visitors has f(allen

sharply. they said.
"Everyday. visitors includ
ing families and individuals

complain to us about mugging
and also harassment by ven
dors who force visitors to buy

their merchandise ” =said a
ticket clerk.
Alauddin, a visitor from

Gazipur and his family mem
bers were mugged of all their be
longings at gun point inside the
garden at about 3 pm on Tues

day. said a clerk showing
Alauddin s written complainl
to this corresponden!

It was learnt that officially
the NBG has more than 200
employees including 38 security
guards. working full-time. Most
of the guards remain busy
uarding the officials resi
ﬁrmrn inside the NBG while
in

others are oflten imvolved

unscrupulous activities
aAlleged by some visitors
el il’ﬂ"'!“'l- of the NHG
irector of the NBG, Manju
rul Karim, admitted
'some security problem’ inside
the garden and said. "we have
asked the authorities (o give us
armed Ansars here and have
also decided to Iintroduce DD
cards for the authorised ven

dors
The NBG authorities have

See Page 12 Col 3

and

it was

having

1o Rao. withholding its judge-
mertt tor one day on his appeal
of his arrest warrant in a
lorgery case
The court had issued the ar-
rest warrant on Friday. but its
| execution was delaved until the
| judgement on Rao's appeal of
the warrant was made

Release of muggers
Three more police
officials suspended
in N ganj
From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ. OUct 7 A
special team of the Home Min
iIstry's Security Cell has ordered
suspension of three more police
officials of Naravanganj Sadar
thana on charge ::»F. releasing
three alleged muggers in the
town late last month, police
sources here said tonight
The suspended officials are.
Muniruzzaman Munir and
Pradip, both Sub Inspectors,
and Mizan. Assistant Sub-In-
spector of the Narayangan|
Sadar thana, police said
When contacted, the new Of
Heer i Charge ol Narayangan|
Sadar thana told this corre-
See Page 12 Col 4




