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Wingless Lark in the Dark Hour

by Mostofa Sarwar Farooki

.....................

Gone has the wind, so has the light, even the
wln%s as well. The mythical Lark is set 'neath
the blade of demons. With a piercing screaming.
sindur-coloured (vermilion) blood grounds fes-
tive ‘alpana’ on the hapless white wall. Endless
time experiences all the details, winkless. And,
what does the Lark do. then? Almost uncon-
scious she, lying on the floor, looking straight
up to the skg sees clouds covering her face with
monstrous Paki's flag. This was the dark hour
of '71, which young but powerful artist Ashok
Karmaker has recreated in the art gallery of
Ehi_}l;.a.ka]a Academy. :

is is an installation art show first ever in
Bangladesh which is, in other words, a twenty-
seven minute voyage towards the dark hours of
'71. Installation art has recently been taking its
place in the contemporary art world. To get th-
eir desired emotions expressed, artists all over
the world are continuously menting, bre-
aking the lines amonyg varieties of art-genres,
and creaﬂngknew horizons for art. They simply
are not stuck with certain forms and patterns.
Ashok's installation art show is a kind of
experimentation composed of paintings, sculp-
tures, music, light, spaci: and some other details.

It's a 27-minute show. At first you come to
stand before a shattered mirror while you are
entering into the 'Dark Hour'. You are numb to
see your ruffled image. Is it to remind you, at the
very beginning, that your pride as a human be-
il._nLﬁhthE best creature in nature. is going to be

ed, shattered? Or. is it your real image?
Ask yourself, ask how cruel men can be to create
a dark '71.

The gallery is a two-storied one. On the
ground r. there is a theme work in the mid-
dle. Defoliated trees with a kite, coloured as tHe
national flag tied on its top and yet to make a
wing. An abandoned white 'saree’ with red 'par’
(border] is there, at the feet of the trees, as if
someone forcibly took away life and its rosy
views. A number of little figures appear to be
bront into-ashes-Fhe artist hatd a a front-
“thimr- Chibd -
ood. 1 used to play and make puppets. | still
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Recreation of '71 in installation art.

remember it. I have got these
way. And then I put them into

ﬂ]gures in that
ire to get the

shape of brunt child-corpse”, he explained. trv by i - 3 el
en you move from left to right. look at the E’gmﬂjf;ﬂ;?gg;;% ;}111: ;g}d‘?f the We are a fast growing, rele
wall, Spot light unveils some different paint- agency affiliated to Mudra C
ings. The ground floor makes you feel that it's The Piime Miiister assrei : :
Hades. How to get out of it? In which way? | the teachers that the demands largest and most creative ad &

Colour-combination and light suggestive of that
abyss plant you before the heath where once a
time humanity was graved. You will have to flee
away. But you're trap into a 'Paula’. A huge
net surrounds the whole gallery from its top.
You're stranded. You can't get out of it.

You have only one loop-hole to ride on the
ul!:atajrs. This balcony is designed as a torture-
chamber. The artist has used different size
boxes wrapped with semi-transparent white
polythene and tied tightly with black ropes. It
symbolizes the salvation-starved soul artisti-
cally. Most of the boxes are painted with blood.
One wretched painted her name "Kohinoor” with
her own blood at the last moments of her life.
She desperately wanted to live on, to cross the
sign of physical existence.

Ashok really deserves praise for his success
in using details. No doubt, he has a very good
filmic sense. He showed what 'montage’ is. When
we see pieces of broken 'churri' (bangles) on the
floor with a pair of military boot on one side, we
don't need to be told anything more. 'Churri’
military boot., abandoned and blooded 'saree’ —
'blouse’, blood-split on the floor — all the details
drag us into a world of brutal massacre, we can
feel the restagine of the tragedy of the past. Ob-
viously, Ashok has been successful in recreatin
‘Black Hour' in 96, 25 years after the rea
massacre had happened.

Yet. there remain some questions. The music
he has opted for seems quite unfamiliar. He
may have used much more oriental instruments
and familiar sounds. We have the sound ol
‘Aazan’. But it's too short. He may have used
‘'mantras’, or opted for classical raags. Well il's
dtwavs urfair to preach for "what it should be”

-~ #'w the a who will decide what he wants. We
Tjust Einh'say how we gegpond to his creation.
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Bapgladesh most vulnerable to
climate change, sea level rise'

activites £ S3peakers at a lecture session
Prime Minister Sheikh [ o7 Ft‘lmﬂtf change and sea level
Hasina yesterday called upon a:‘: hea:ﬁ]glf'f:rbﬁdtﬂm}ﬂlﬂd“h
h;lacrheru to act as catalysts to o hhe thiﬁtﬂ 'ﬂ.l ::rrablt
EE"?'LS Een‘?'nfl::g E;;:ﬂifmg the | call led anr int;a;flgcﬂnn m::?
ve areas :
to take up various economic ac- ?12:{. :‘gh‘ fand saline-tolerant va-
tivities and help eradicate the f '€s of crops and massive af-
curse of illiteracy, reports BSS. r?;: ;ﬁ::gg“r;‘;ﬂmhat the phe-
Talking to an 18-member . ' s BSS.
teachers' delegation of Sheikh D l;l{“ lecture was delivered by
Fazilatunnesa Mohila College ml:: tﬂhﬁr:{zul Haque. Environ-
Ef Gﬂ{}atalﬁan ,twhicﬂ callle:g on| g =2 lade E‘E*Sgﬁ;ﬂ asf“vg?:
€r a e Internationa on- 3
ference Centre in the city yes- gihd' EL?EIET?IPS;E tﬂcadﬂg}' at
terday. the Prime Minister said | 3.0 | Paael i Y on satur-
that the teachers could moti- Rei e necl discussants were
vate their students to spend 1% 1zuddin, Department of En-
leisure time for the benefit of E}I,: D"Elh":“t* uamrul [slam
FlrllFt people and eradication of Fnrl r:ﬂ:r_n nl;%h E?E:i:imstaﬂ]rf]f}%? ~
PR L Eal ists of Bangladesh (FEJB),
. r Syed I
Referring to the local prob- | gu ader Hc?qbgi' SJELESEHTE‘:&:{
lems, particularly the poverty opt ment Agency .(CIDA) and
situation of the most neglected | law ryer Tarequzzaman. Over
areas of Gopalganj, the Prime | sey enty government officials of
would be improved by taking up | the :lecture.

massive economic activities
like poultry farming. piscicul-
ture and livestock raising. “You
can persuade the people to stari
such profit making ventures,
she told the teachers.

Hasina advised the teachers
o plant trees particularly fruit-
bearing trees along the bound-
ary of the college. "You can set
example for the rest of the coun-

made by them including na-
tionalisation of the college
would be considered duly. "Qur
government has plans and pro-
grammes to seil up at least one

nationalised girls college in
each thana, she added.

Earlier, the teachers pre-
sented a set of books to Sheikh
Hasina as a birthday gift.

CIRDAP director
calls on Biswas

Director of the Centre on In-
tegrated Rural Development for
Asia and the Pacific AVS Reddy
called on President Abdur
Rahman Biswas at Bangabha-
ban yesterday, reports UNB.

Talking with the CIRDAP
Director. Biswas stressed on de
velopment of agriculture. par-
ticularly in a country like
Bangladesh, where 80 per ceni
people are dependent on agri-

culture. a week to .
Agro-based self-employment

prc:-li"ect.s should be encouraged Ramendu Majumdar

with a view to employing the

educated unemployed youths

. 1he outgoing President sug-

gested.

Biswas said improving the
standard of life of rural people
Is a must for social stability in
the country.

In his articulation. Dr Mah-

fuz touched upon the vulnera-
bility of Bangladesh and said
climate change and sea-leve]
rise would ect the whole of
the country and not the coastal
areas alone.

He said the north-western
part of Bangladesh is extremely
vulnerable to drought condi-
tions, even under low climate
change scenario, while the
whole coastal zone is extremely
vulnerable to salt water intru-
sion.

Dr Mahfuz said the Sundar-
bans mangrove forest is cur-
rently under threat even with-
out any climate change and sea-
level rise.

He forecast an increase in
human illnesses due to rise in
temperature, salinity, flooding,
a;tlfi'l dr?infall variation and
called for policy measures to
address these iss{:es.

Citing scientific evidence, he
said, it would also have adverse
impact on sweet-water fisheries
and livestock.

Dr Mahfuz suggested switch-

ing over to alternative sources
of energy like wind power, solar
power and biungasﬁpiants while
developing fuel-efficient tech-
nology in industries, power
generation and transport.
Reazuddin said Bangladesh
is not at all responsible for the
'&yrecnhnuse' gas emission.
estern countries are the cul-
prits and Bangladesh is a victim
of the global emission, he said.
,  Quamrul Chowdhury said a
one meter rise in sea-level leads
to estimated land loss of 17.5
per cent of the surface area of
Bangladesh.

He suggested creating aware-
ness among the people in gen-
eral and the officials in particu-
lar about the possible adverse
impiacts and formulation of
combative measures.

Dr Syed Igbal Ali of CIDA
sald Bangladesh's ecosystems
are i risk especially the man-
grove system, coastal wetlands,
coral reefs, coral atolls and

river deltas.
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Iranian envoy
meets Speaker

. The Iranian Ambassador to
Bangladesh Mohammad Mah-
moud Bayat called on Speaker
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury
at his Eag%aad office yesterday,
reports BSS.

They discuss various mat-
ters of common interest includ-
ing the agenda of the forthcom-
ing conference of Islamic Inter-

arliamentary Association, to
De held in Tehran October 22-

The Speaker said a parlia-
mentary delegation from
Bangladesh would be sent to the
Tehran meeting.

They also agreed to form a
Bangladesh-Iran parliamen-
tary friendship association.

Free entry to
Shishu Park today

Shishu Park at Shahbag will
remain open to all, free of
charge, from 10 am to 4 pm to-
day on the occasion of World
Children's Day. a Dhaka City
Corporation press release said
yesterday.
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You should have a post-gradi
English or Business Admis

command over English (bot
be under 30.

» Copywriter (English

You should be able to write €
of newspaper advertisement

TV commercials. You can
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TK 14,.500.00

SLTEX
MODEL SS 16 DI

TK 16.500.00

SLEEX
MODEL: SS 20 DI

TK 20.500.00

FEATURE:S

SINGER

T MULTI SYSTEM (PAL/SECA M-B/G,D/K., PAL-1.

NTSC-3.58/4.43)

) SLEEP TIMER

J MENU : MULTI MODE. ON SCREEN DISPLAY

MODEL : SSE2075

TK 22.000.00

{ TLRLED

SINGER IMPACT SAFE
MODEL.: 5152575 VM

TK 31.500.00

{ TERLD
SINGER IMPACT SAFE
MODEL SIS2975 VM

TK 17,500

J A/N INPUT/OUTPUT TER MINAL

T OPERATING VOLTAGE AC 90-260,

73 50 STATIONS PROGRAMNV [ABLE
J FULL AUTO SEARCH ME MORY

Please visit today your nearest SINGER Showroomf§-cum-Sales Centre or SINGER Exclusive Sales Agent

(PRESET SYSTEM, PICTURE CONTROL,
CLOCK, ON/OFF TIMER)

(J VOLTAGE SYNTHESIZED TUNING SYSTEM

[ FULL FUNCTION INFRARED REMOTE CONTROL

50/60 HZ.
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