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Malaysia may freeze
immigration of
Bangladeshi workers
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Focus

Today's Focus Page

| contains two articles —

one on World Habitat

Day and the other on
Children Day
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Clinton hails opening

ME peace talks at Erez
CIS vows to defend

| | DSE price index 2005.24
Market capital Tk 14029.78 cr
Transactions m volume 1143565
Trapsachons o vale Tk 2989 1
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Dark Hour
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NEWS BRIEFS

The government has decided

Lo int retired Air Vice Mar
iha; ﬁl&n Mahmud as ambas

sador to Qatar. Sultan Mah-
mud. who hails from Noakhali
joined the then Pakistan Air

orce in 1960 He also under-
took various advance trainings
in Iran and Soviet Union. Dur-
ing the War of Liberation
Mahmud servid with the
ground liberatio: lor s in Sec-
tor One . reporis BSS

Shilpacharya Zainul
Folk, Crafts Museum

The Sonargaon Museum |

would be renamed as "Shil-
pacharya Zainul Folk and
Crafts Museum®, said an off
cial announcement yesterday
The decision was taken at a
meeting to preserve traditional
crafts properly and materialise

ISI.:ﬂpacharya s dream. reports
'NB.

BNP okays Cox's
Bazar committee
BNP central committee yes-
terday approved the party's
Cox’'s Bazar district committee
with Salah Uddin Ahmed MP as
its convenor. The 24-m¢n;‘t;r
convening committee has 1
asked to form a full-fledged
committee within 60 days. said
a press release. reports UNB.

One robbed

of Tk 1000

By Staff Correspondent

One person was robbed of Tk
one thousand near Mahakhali
bus terminal in the city yester
day morning Khalilur Rah-
man. 37, a aw~ ....~r of Librarv
Science Depariment of the
Dhaka University was going 1o
the bus terminal by an au-
lorickshaw at around 10

when a group of
laid him lrl:d mﬂcm
money at gun point.

]

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 6:
Malaysia is considering freez-
ing immigration of Bangla-
deshi workers after Premier
Mahathir Mohamad's ruling
party blamed them for the
country's rising security and
social problems, officials said
today. reports AFP.

"“The National Security
Council will evaluate inputs on
the problems caused by the
Bangladeshis in the country
when it meets on October 16 be-
fore a decision is made," a secu-
rity official said.

Mahathir's United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO)
on Friday expressed grave con-
cern over the social problems
they said were caused by
Bangladeshis, who make up the
second largest component of
foreign workers in Malaysia,
after the Indonesians,

Concerns have risen here
following reports that
Bangladeshis were involved in

fights with local residents and
that Bangladeshi men were
abandoning Malaysian women

After 21 months of retired
life, Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed once again is returning
to work-life as head of the state
through an investiture on
Wednesday morning.

He is expected to take oath as
President at 10am on Wednes-
day (Oct 9) while his predeces-
sor, Abdur Rahman Biswas,
will leave Bangabhaban a day
before, uty Press Secret
at the FrI;i'::lﬂ'\i:t House told U?ﬂjg
veslerday.
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when their work permits ex-
pired.

UMNO, Malaysia's largest
political party, decided at its
decision-making supreme
council meeting on Friday it
was time to act against errant
foreign workers before they be-
came a security threat.

Malaysia's rapid economic

Temporary move,
hopes minister

By Staft Correspondent

Minister of State [or Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
yesterday hoped that the pro-
posed freeze on immigration of
Bangladeshi workers to
Malaysia is likely to be a tem-

measure.,

When his attention was
drawn to a news item on the
proposed ban on Bangladeshi
workers, the state minister said
it was being done to "regularise
some irregulars.”

See Page 12 Col 2

Biswas prepares for farewell,
Shahabuddin for oath

However, it will be a second
tenmire for Shahabuddin Ahmed
in ljangabhaban. He had run
thie country as ﬂctingggtﬂidtnt
since December 6, 1 till Ab-
dur Rahman Biswas took over
as President on October 8 in
1991 after a general elections
under the caretaker adminis-
tration.

Biswas will go back to his
own house at plot number 4 at
Banani 10 in the city. Sha-
habuddin is now residing in a
rented house at Dhanmondj
road number B/A

President Biswas is passing
his last days in Bangabhaban
hosting larewell reception for
different proféssional and elite

groups.

A man of strict principle.
President-elect Shahabuddin
hhr?td is not interested to talk
to the at this moment. "1
can oﬂq;f:llly talk to you after
taking oath, not before that,” he
had told rters after his elec-
tion.

But, when contacted vester-
day afternoon, he nimp{y told
the agency 1 am well”.

He was elected President un-
opposed on July 23 this year.

Student thrown out of first
floor room of DU hall

A student of the Dliaka 1/m-
versity was serjously injured
when he was thrown out ol his
first floor dormitory roomni by
some all armed outsiders,
who snatched his girl-friend's
necklace

Sarwar Alam. a master de
ree student of Pharma |
hlh right hand and left f{oot
fractured when the outsiders
threw him out through the win
dow at Zahurul Haq Hall of the

Uriiversitly campus sources
said

Sarwar was rushed 1o Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

wherefromn he was shifted to the
Orthopedic Hospital. Hospital
sources said is right hand
and left foet were fractured

The outsiders entered Sar
War s room al around 1 pm and
snatched on gun point a gold
chain and ear -rings from his
girl-friend who h.-;lff gone there
lo see hum

One of outsiders held a pastol
on his face as Alam tned to ery
for help Al one stage he hit hm

By DU Correspondent

on the face with the butt and
they threw hum out of the room

‘Lnlhlug to this correspon
dent at the hospital Sarwar said
that the outsiders also hit his

rl irtend as she tried to cry for

welp He said they also threat
ened o shoot the students who
rushed to the room hearing the
cry lor help, Sarwar said his
Iriends rescued his girl friend
and managed her safe exit from
the hall

Sources at Zahurul Hoqg hall
claimed that the outsiders be
longed Lo Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), the student wing
of the ruling Awami League

Obaidur Rahman Chunnu
President of the Zehurul Hag
unit of BCL talking to this cor-
respondent said that they were
not aware of the incident as
they were not in the hall at that
LT

We condemn the incident
and demand exemplary pun
ishment for those responsibie.
he said
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growth, averaging above eight
per cent since 1987, and its
acule worker shortage in recent
years have led to the influx of
expatriate labour.

Mahathir had told reporters
that even before the problems
were highlighted, he had
warned about the social illness
the presence of foreign workers
was likely to bring in.

"Sometimes, we seek S0-
lutions to problems. Certain
West Asian countries accept
foreign workers more easily be-
cause West Asian themselves
don't want to work,” Mahathir
had said.

"In Malaysia, there are also
those who still don't want to
work, probably waiting for the
various industries to reach
their doors,” Mahathir had
said, alluding to Malaysian
workers who could now afford
to be choosy amid an economic
boom.

The government has been
warning local industries to stop
their reliance on e¢xpatriate

See Page 12 Col 8

Though he was nominated by
ruling Awami League, it is be-
liev that he is the most ac-
ceptable personalitysas head of
slate among cuunt;y's 12 crore
people. .
Shahabuddin headed a non-
artisan government as Acting
esident after the fall of Er-
shad and earned acclaim in
holding a free and fair election
for the first time in 1991. At the
time of his retirement as Chief

See Page 12 Col 8
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Transport workers’
leader stabbed

to death in city
By Staff Correspondent

A leader of the transport
workers was stabbed (0 death
reportedly by some of his rivals
near Syadabad bus terminal in
the city on Saturday night

Nizamuddin adal vice
president ol the mint bus
lranspoi! workers' commiitee
ol Dhaka Sylhet route died on

b " B Pi!],'j!" 1200 3

Ctg businessman

robbed of
Tk 6.8 lakh

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 6 Three
unidentiflied gunmen snatched
Tk 6 BO lakh from a business-
man in the Agrabad commer-
cial area at around 2 pm loday
police said

The gunmen intercepted the
car of ul Matin. director of a
garments lactory, and after Lak-
g conurol of the car at gun-

point. they drove to Beparipara
near Agrabad ’I‘ru-yrelmactfihf

businessman after snatching
the money. according to police.
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Bare-footed

 Of recurring

miseries,
bickering
officials

By Special Correspondent

An unusually heavy rain
flooded the city streets yester-
day making a watery-mess in
central Dhaka, disrupting
normal life, including trade
and commercial activities. It
renewed the focus on the clogged
drainage system that still re-
mains to be sorted out.

The rains. accompanied by
gusty winds and heavy thunders
pounded the city early in the
morning. totaling 125 mm

during the past 24 encling

m %ﬂm over the city

biirsts in the
evening promising further
rainfall today.

The rain water swept the
sireets in central Dhaka. creat-
ing a massive traffic jam., ham-

‘with occa

pering work in the retariat
and business in Motijheel
Commercial Area, including

irading in the bourse. It also

Mooded the compounds of

louses of the as wrell as the

high and mighty like the May-

or s family home in the old part
See Page 12 Col |
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mises submerged by rain waters yesterday.— Star photo

Meeting with Liaison Committee held

Nat'l body for early
talks with PCJSS

From A K M Zohurul Huq

KHAGRACHHARI, Oct 6
The National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
today held its first meeting with
the Liaison Committiee to find a
‘lasting solution to the CHT
problem.”

The close-door meeting
held at the Khagrachhari Cir-
cuit House expressed its "best
and sincere desire” to find a "
litical solution” to the problem,
according to meeting sources.
The National Committee ex-
pressed its desire te hold talks
with the Parbattya Chattagram
Jano Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
and urged the Liaison Commit-
lee to arrange such a meeting at
the earliest. the sources said.
The Liaison Committee acts as
a go-between in talks between
the PCJSS and the government
side.

Chief Wing of the Jatiya
Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah.
Chairman of the National
Committee presided over the
meeting.

National Committee mem-

bers Chittagong City Corpora-
tion Mayor Alhaj A B M Mohi-
uddin Chowdhury, Dipankar
Talukder MP (Rangamati). Bir
Bahadur MP (Bandarban). En-
gineer Mosharraf Hossain MP
[Mirsarai). and Ataur Rahman
Khan Kaiser, the finance and
planning secretary of ruling
Awami League, were present in
the i

Three members of the Na-
tional Committee Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdh MP and
Syed Wahidul Alamm of BNP,
and Fazle Rabbi MP of Jatiya
Party were not present.

Divisional Commissioner
of Chittagong Sakhawat Hos-
sain, DIG ol Chittagong Range
Al Mohanmunad Igbal. Director
(ieneral of the Special Allairs
Division Chowdhury Moham-
mad Mohsin, local GOC Brig
Kazi Ashfaq, Deputy Commis-
sioner Mohammad-Ismail and
Superintendent of Police An-
war Hossain also attended the
meeting.

See Page 12 Col 4

Market capitalisation reaches $ 3.3b

DSE price index crosses 2000 mark

Continued bullish trend at
the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) pushed its market indica
lors 1o newer records for the
second consecutive day yester
day.
The DSE All Share Price In
dex gained 114 88 points and
crossed the 2000 mark for the
first time, reaching 2005 24
points. while its market capi-
talisation increased by Tk
BO9 B0 crore and stood at Tk
14.029 crore (3.31 billion US
dollar) at the end of the days
trading yesterday.

On Saturday, the first day of
the week. the DSE market capi-
talisation had closed at
13225 98 crore (equivalent to
3 12 billion US dollars)

The DSE price index and
market capilalisation gained
218 97 points and Tk 1.52 04
crore respectively in only two
days hectic business.

The DSE market capitalisa-
tion had crossed the 2 billion
dollar mark on 31 August It
had ctossed the one billion
dollars inark in August 1995

By Rafiq Hasan

Out of 112 issues traded yes-
terday, prices of shares uly;ll
companies gained, 27 suffered
losses and 4 remained un-
changed.

The turmnover in value also
made a record yesterday as
more than Tk Eg.gﬂ crore worth
of shares exchanged hands, The
volume of the traded shares was
11 lakh 43 thousand.

Trading has been booming
because the member of all cate-

gories ol investors — big and
small — has increased in the re-
cent months., said Imtiaz
Hossen, Chairman of the DSE.
He said with a market capi-
talisation of over three billion
dollars. the DSE is now in third
position in the subcontinent,
"Earlier, our position was
behind Sri Lanka but now we
have crossed that country and
are just after India and Pak-

See Page 12 col 6

Rajuk tender soon
Pvt firms to find
out, demolish
illegal bldgs
Star Report

Rajdhani Unnayan Katri-
pakha will assign several pri-
vate firms to identify and de-
molish huildinﬁs in the city
which are at risk of collapsing,
or built without proper authori-
sation. according to RAJUK of-
licials.

RAJUK will float tender
soon inviting 'bonafide’ firms
to compete for the bid. the offi-
cials said adding that the se-
lected firms would be required
Lo putting a refundable deposit
of Tk one lakh in the RAJUK

am?.mt
or e uvare
feet of de m? such

structures, the firm would be
paid Tk 1.000, a RAJUK official
said. The Engineering Depart-
ment of RAJUK is now working
nn details of the move,

The decision to bring in pri-
vate firms to crack down on the
city’'s faulty and unauthorised

See Page 12 Col 2

Rao may be
arrested today

NEW DELHI. Oct 6: Former
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao could be ar-
rested here tomorrow in a
ﬁ:rr‘f:r_‘,r case that threatens to
end his political career, reports
AFP.

Rao's application for batl
will come up tomorrow in the
Delhi High Court. which on
Friday temporarily staved off a
humiliating arrest ordered
hours earlier by a lower court.

ME talks open

EREZ CROSSING (Gaza
Strip), Oct 6: Israel and the
Palestinians opened crucial
talks under US mediation this
night in a bid to save the peace

rocess al this border crossing
wiween |srael and the Ga:za
Strip. reports AFP.

Dhaka W
project
Treatment Plant |
on, Sayedabad Water Treatment

Steps to increase use

By Reaz Ahmad

of surface water
-

With an alarming fall in
ground water level in the city.
governmernt is now ! '
use of more surface water in
meeting the demand for drink-
ing water. official sources said.

Dhaka's lone water treat-

ment plant at Chadnighat is
now undergoing a Tk 1
BMRE (balanc

crore
ing. modernisa-
tion rehabilitation and 3
sion| programme while a PCP
(project concept paper) is being

prepared for setting up of an-
other water treatment plant in
the ity

According to sources in
with the BMRE

of Chandighat Water
going

Plant already planned and PCP

of another plant in the offing.
the government is going for

minimising pressure on ground
waler.

Dhaka's ground water level
falling by one metre a year,
the sources adding that the

environmental

tion
poration,
working on the BMRE of CWTP,
told a some newsmen on Satur-
day that sampie of the Burig-
anga waters was sent

fall first came to light in 1985
when a study was made under a
Master Plan P;l?m:m (MPP)

oject of Bangladesh Water
Ew-lapu::nt Board .

But. the sources said. with
the inove 1o iIncrease use of sur-
lace waler a new guestion ol
hazards has
arisen in recent days.
traditional hazards of ammo-
nia chromium, alkhali. acid
and other harmful substances

getting mixed with the Burig-
anga walers. arsenic
cCame as a new
added

poliution
threat. they

Morohashi. Construc-
anager of Shimizu Cor-
a Japanese firm

o

to
Bangladesh Council of Scien-
lific and Industrial Research
[BCSIR] for arsenic test as the
BCSIR is the lone institute in

See Tapge 12 00l T

7.50 lakh

tonnes of

diesel to be imported

The governunent launchesd
comprehensive drive to make
available some 9 45 lakh met-
ric tons of diesel the country
will require in the coming irri-
gation season from November
to Ma UNB.

the estimate, 2.12 lakh
metric tons will be procured in
Eastern Refinery Limited while
7 50 lakh metric tons will be
imported to meet the demand.

During the period. the de-
mand for diesel in the northern
districts of the country will be
3 19 lakh mt. pointed ou! a
meeting in Dhaka yesterday

Ener and Mineral Re-
SOUrces Lt Gen (retd) M
Noor Uddin Khan presided over
the meeting of the :
Petroleum b-%::rpurluun (BPC)
and its su at
— . ary companies |
The meeting addressed dif-
ferent activities of the BPC to
supply diesel in the northern
districts the season. said

'_ an official release

Il also took note Lthat there
would be a demand for 34.000
metric tons of lub-oil in the
coming i tion season which
will be at home,

It was pointed out that a
pri stock of 70,000 metric
tons of diesel would be main
tained everyday to ensure
smooth supply during the pe.
riod when massive farrnlnf of
IRRI-Boro paddy will take place
in the country.

A control cell will be set up
with three oil companies at Bo
gra to anonitaor dewand  andd
supply of diesel from time (o
Lime

Besides. a control cell will 1»
sel up at the head office of 11«
BPC to monitor stock, demaii!

price. supply and movement of
diesel in the northern districts
of the country

An inter-ministerial meet-
ing will be held every meonth
with secretary of the minist
in the chair to moniior stoc
and supply of diesel during the

_ period.
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bills, if necessary.

Prime Bank

launches another new scheme

ONE-STOP

UTILITY SERVICES SCHEME

on 7th October, 1996

Prime Bank has come forward to relieve you of all worries about
payment of different bills.

Bank will pay your Electricity bills. Telephone bills. Gas bills. WASA
bills, Insurance Premium, School & College fees of children. Instalments

of House Building Loan, Payment and Collection of House Rent.
Municipal Taxes, Renewal of TV. Radio, VCR Licenses.

Bank will even collect Pension amount regularly every month on behalf |
of the respected Senior Citizens of the country.

Bank will allow overdraft facility to its customers for payment of such

It is our pleasure to serve you.

Prime Bank Limited

Bank with a difference




