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1| How many Te'sts has

Wasim Akram played to
capture 300 wkts ?

80 70 60

2 | The man-of-the-series inthe
Sahara Cup was

Kumble | Mushtaq | Srinath

3 | The final round of t he Meril
U-16 national football
championship will be held

in

Natore Bogra Pabna
4 | The new Indian cricket

coach is

Madan L.all Arun Lal | G avaskar

5| The captain of Bangl adesh
hockey team is
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SC Freiburg defender Thomas Rath (R) goes for a hard tackle against VFB Stuttgart
furward Fredi Bobic during their Bundesliga match in Stuttgart on Oct 4 Stuttgart won

—AFP/UNB photo

PARIS, Oct 5 The
French sports
daily L'Equipe
which created the
European Cup in
1955, gave a cau
tious welcome to the expansion
of the Champions League ann-
ounced on 'Fhursday reports
R::uter.

"Here we are then ... contem-
plating a E‘h“l.mpmns League
that belies its name, because a
‘non-champion’ can win it,”

L'Equipe said in an editorial on
Friday.

It added that the new Cham-

pions’ League format officially
announced by Euro SOCCEr's
governing body UEFA on Thur-

sday would drastically change
attitudes towards f{inishing
second in a major league cham-
pionships.

But it said such a change was
inevitable in the modern finan-
cial climate in sport, perhaps
even an "obligatory stage on the
to a takeover of absolute
power by the big clubs and the
feeding milk-cows that are the
television (channels).”
L'Equipe said despite its ex-

pansion the new league. by us-

ing the same number of dates In
the season, did not disrupt do-

mestic competitions and was
fair by including all the conti

nent's champion clubs, even il
not all at the same time

"Since we have to live in our
times, welcome to this hi;{: baby
which already turns our beady
eye to second place in our
championship with a com:
pletely new and excited perspec-
tive.

UEFA have increased the
Champions' League from 16 to
24 teams from next season. to
be played in six groups of four
teams, with the six group win-
ners and the two best runners-
up progressing to a knock-out

Etﬂﬂ‘!

t teams play in four
%rnupa of four with two sides
rom each group qualifying for
the gquarter-finals.

UEFA,. who dumped champi-
ons, from smaller nations out
of the European Cup two years
ago. said the decision to change
the format meant all domestic
champions would have a ch-
ance to qualify for the Cham-

pions League.

L'Eqmpe s guarded optimism

The European Cup was
launched with el ht cIuI:m in
1955 and, thoug uickly

ew hlgger. it only 1 on a
ramatically dlﬁ:rtnt aspect
with the Introduction of the
Champions League in an eight-
team format in 1992,

In introducing a second par-
ticipant from each country. the
European Cu&m in fact years
behind its South American
equivalent, the Copa Liberta-

First

dores.
ed in 1960, the
Copa swe ﬁﬂfv!n 1966 Lo include
runners-up on the instigation
of the Uruguayan club Penarol
The Uruguayans were look-
ing to ensure they took part ev-
ery year: Easy in a small First
Division in which the two big
fish. Penarol and Nacional —
like Rangers and Celtic in

Scotland — almost always fin-
ished first and second.

Nowadays. countries have
various ways of entering teams
into the Copa Libertadores. as
league runners-up. winners of a
play off round or winners of two
separate domestic champi-
onships.

PARIS. Oct 5
[Reuter): Team
spirit rather than
individual flair
has propelled Sw-

Harold "Dickie" Bird

(Longest-serving Test umpire)
“It will be good to go out at
Lord’s. It will be something spe-
cial. It's been my second home
and is probably the best cricket
round in the world. You can
ave the Olympics, the World
Cup in football or the Wimble-
don or anything but I don't
think there is anything to com-
pete with Lord’'s on Test match
day. I think the Lord’s Test is
something uery. ue*ry s;:ecm! in
the sporti
About c unnng Lnrd's to re-
tire from Test cricket.

Leeds want
Brolin back

LEEDS, England, Oct 5; Leeds
manager Gf:ﬂrge Graham is re-
fusing to take no' for an answer
as he attempts to lure Tomas
Brolin back to Elland Road, re-
ports AFP.

The Swedish international's
agent Lars Pettersen has said
that 26-year-old Brolin would
prefer to stay in Switzerland
where his month-long loan
spell at FC Zurich officially
ended last weekend.

But Graham said refuses to
give up the chase.

"I still waant Tomas to return,
meet me over here and resume
his career with us. We are short
of players and I need him here,"
he said on Fiiday.

"The invitation is still open.
If it fails I wvill have to lcavc
things with the lawyers hecause
this is a very rare situation.” he
added.

If the 4.25 million pounds
striker continues to stay away
then Leeds may deny him the
chance o efplayi ng for another
club by refusing to release his
lnt:matinnal clearance papers.

Brolin has already been
docked around a reported
75,000 pounds in wages after
failing to return for pre-season
training during the reign of
Graham's predecessior Howard
Wilkinson.

Y eltsin seeks
)
Kohl's help

MOSCOW, Oct 5: President
Boris Yeltsin asked German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on
‘Friday to back Russia's bid to
host the 2004 pic Garnes,
the presidentia pr:as office
said, reports Reuter.
. The press service said
Yeltsin made his uest in a
telephone conversation with

the German Chancellor, whom
he views as a personal friend.

The two men also discussed
bilateral issues and Yeltsin's
staté of health. The Russian
President been in

eden and France
to the Davis Cup final in Malmo
next month.

Each country has two play-
ers in the top 20. Cedric Pioline
and Arnaud Boetsch for France
and Thomas Engvist and Ste-
fan Edberg for Sweden.

On paper. both teams are
weaker individually on clay
than the Americans. Germans
and Spaniards”and would not
have been tipped to qualify for
the final.

'In some countries, the
Davis Cup is a tradition which
amounts for players to pla
a Grand Slam final." 3 “E?H(%
French national coach Patrice
Hagelauer.

"Team events rely heavily on
values such as comradeship and
solidarity. These values have a
boosting effect on some play-

In France, Boetsch was at his
best this season in the Davis
Cup while in Sweden Magnus
Larsson has made his name as a
result of the event.

In both countries public
funding and state intervention

is a tradition. Sports bodies
have launched extensive youth
programmes and local authori-
ties have assisted tennis clubs.

In Sweden, Bjorm Borg's suc-
cesses in the late 1970s and
early 1980s spurred the tennis
federation into action.

"Tennis really boomed in
popularity after Bjorn and
tennis halls sprang up every-
where. You only have to look at
our results to see what it has
meant for wus." [ederation
chairman Anders Weitterberg
said.

Local authorities provided
land and financial guarantees
to the thousands of private ten-
nis clubs across the country
seeking to breed a new genera-
tion of champions.

A population of just eight
million has almost 120.000
families registered as tennis
club members and no fewer
than 12,000 licensed competi-
tion plavers.

In France. by contrast. the
lack of a big tennis name has
started a trend.

France had a hugely popular
event, the French Open, but no
players to win it.

A state funded system was
launched in the 1970s, helping
clubs spot talented young play-

mm r 13 and is to
um a heart operation in

| Sukova won 6-3, 7-6.

Helena Sukova of Czech Republic plajrn a forehand return
against Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in the quarter-
final match of the Leipzig Open in Germany on Oct 4.

y —AFP/UNB photo

A tale of two nations

ers and setting up tennis high
schools all over France in
which youngsters train as well
as st .
The most gifted end up in the
tennis national centre, based at
the Roland Garros Stadium, site
of the French Open.

Team spirit is fostered by a
host of team competitions be-
tween the 9.000 clubs who pos-
sess 500,000 licensed players.

As a result, France this year
won the European under-14

chanipionship and the under-
16 World Cup.

"Cedric Pioline is a very good
example of the situation,” said
Hagelauer,

"For four vears he refused to
play the Davis Cup. It is no
wonder he is the only player in
the French team not to have
come out of the federation sys-
tem and not to have played
these youth team competitions.”

But Hagelauer said the detec-
tion would be even better had
sports a bigger say at school.

‘In Sweden, sport takes a
much hig[-ser place at school
than in France. It certainly
helps, too." he said.

The results speak for them-
selves. Apart from the seem-
ingly endless list of Swedish
vicltories in major tourna-
ments, the country's Davis Cu
team will be hoping to clinc
their sixth victory in their 10th
Cup final next month.

Sweden's harsh winters rule
out outdoor training for six
months of the year, so most of
the country's 765 tennis clubs
have built indoor facilities.

Consequently, Swedes have
tended to fare better on hard
surfaces than on grass, with
Stefan Edberg the notable ex-
ception.

LEIPZIG, Germany, Oct 5:
Unseeded Helena Sukova scored

an upset victory over second

- seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario

on Friday, beating the Spaniard
6-3, 7-6 in the Leipzig tourna-
ment quarterfinals, reports
Reuter.

The Czech now faces a semi-
final match with Iva Majoli of
Croatia. who scrapped through
6-7, 7-6, 7-6 against America's
Lindsay Devenport in Friday's
other quarterfinal.

But the main draw for the
home crowd will be the other
semifinal, an all-German duel
between Anke Huber and world
number one Steffi Graf.

"Of course Steffi is the favo-
urite,” said Huber, the fourth
seed. "But that doesn't mean the
outcome of the game is a
foregone conclusion. 1 think I
have a good chance of winning."

Sanchez seemed to have dif-
ficulty concentrating on her
game while Sukova produced
excellent serves and volleys to
secure her s t-sets win,

Davenport and Majoli bat-
tled for two hours in a titanic
tussle for the remaining semi-
final berth, with the Croat
holding her nerve to clinch the
match with a 7-3 victory in the
final set tiebreak.

HONG KONG, Oct 5 News
Corp's Star TV said Friday it
formed a joint venture with
ESPN. the sports network, to of-
fer sports programming in
Asja. reporis AP.

Each company will hold a
50-per cent stake in the joint
venture.

Under the L, ESPN
Asia and Star will retain
their rate identities. but
team up to offer sports broad-
casts to all territories in Asia,
with the exception of J
Australia ancr New Zealand
whcrt the two parties already

ventures.

Thl: \railu:?rfnfln parinership
was not disclosed.

ESPN is majority owned
Capital Cities/ABC Inc., whic
is a unit of Walt Disney Co.

VFB Stuttgart
retain top
spot

BONN Oct 5. Two goals from
Brazihan striker Giovance El-
ber enabled VFB Stuttgart to
stay top of the Bundesliga de-
spite being reduced to 10 men
for much of their 4-2 win over
Freiburg on Friday, reports
Reuter

Second placed Bayer Lev
erkusen kept up the pressure
with a 4- 1 demolition of Hansa
Rostock but champions Borus.
sia Dortmund went down 1-0
dw'i_l‘{“n promoted Bochum,

league leaders’ win gave
them 32 points [rom nine
games, a point ahead of Lev-
erkusen. and assured them of
retaining top spot over the
weekend rdless of the result
of third placed Bayern Mu
nich's match with Hamburg to
day

Stuttgart were reduced to 10
men in the 29th minute when
Dutch libero Frank Verlaat was
sent off or a challenge on com-
patriot Harry Decheiver with
the score at | |,

The early season pacesetters,
lnal.‘vin-d by the return ol play-
muaker Krassimir Balakov after
injury. refused to be discour-
aged. Thomas Schneider put
them ahead in the 39th minute
but Decheiver equalised f{or
Freibug in the 52n3

Balakov set up Elbert's first
in the 64th minute and the
striker added a second four
minutes later to secure the
points for Joachim Loew's side.

Leverkusen went behind lo
an early goal from Rostock but
a double from Pauulo Sergio put
them on the road to victory.

A spectacular goal from de-
fender Thomasz Waldoch gave
Bochum their first victory over
their wealthy local rivals since
1989

The defeat leaves Dortmund
i 1ijth place six points behind
thie leaders.

VERCELLI ILal : 'Dt:t o
Silvio Piola the oldest World
Cup winning player and one of
the greatest forwards in [talian
soccer history, has died after a

long illness, his family said on

Friday. He was 83,
Reuter.

Piola played for Italy 34
times, scored 30 goals and was
a member of Italy's victorious
World Cup squad in France in
1938. His last international
call up came in 1952 against

land.

ay Spiller of the British
based Association of Football
Statisticians said on Friday,
"Our records indicate that
Piola was the oldest surviving
&nyer to have played in a

orld Cup winning team.

lrnm;,r Brown who played
for the United States in 1930
was the previous oldest World
Cup player before he died a
couple of years ago. but ol
course he never played in the
World Cup final.”

At club level, Piola
represented Pro Vercelli, Lazio
and Juventus and was top
scorer in the Italian league in
1936-37 and 1942-43.

Piola still holds the record
for the number of goals scored
by a single player in a Serie A
match — six without penalties
against Fiorentina in 1933.

During his professional

areer, he scored 395 goals.

NBA now
in China

BEIJING, Oct 5: A new Chi-
nese baskeiball league, styled
on the United States' National
Basketball Association (NBAJ,
staged its first draw Friday to
assign teams to players, most of

whom are Americans, reports
AFP.

reports

"The show is ou ority.
that's why we hrnu t all ﬂ'll:
American players mm:hﬂ,
said Andy Jay. chief ratin
officer of the Chinese Nationa

Basketball Alliance, which will
start league matches November
-
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Pakut 4ar 1l hntnrnan Shahid Khan Afnidi (L) acknu'ledges the cruwd - npplausﬂ aﬂ‘.er .ﬂ:ﬂrmg

the fas te st one-day century, while an overjoyed fan invades the field to

the morn ent in Nairobi, Kenya on Dct 4.

greet the man of
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Diego's relatlve arrested

BUENOS AIRES.
Oct 5 Former
Argentine soccer
star Diego Mara-
dona and his ma-
nager Cuillerimo
:-I.l may be questioned by
L{I‘I itine judge after rela
uw-u ol both were arrested on
drugl-po ssession charges in
dawi ra ids on Friday, reports
Reuter
“If ne ressary | will summon
Maraclon a and Coppola," judge
Hernan Bernasconl told re-
rieris. i fter a Buenos Aires

ice i 1gs squad arrrntfd
Maracloi1a's brother-in-law
Gabrit:l Spositoe, Coppola's
cousin ( audio Coppola and two
others.

The jui said he had serious
evidenc:e that three of those
held "zairv = implicated in drug

peddlin g - ..whieh carries prison
terms o' | our to 15 years.”

‘I don 't want to talks about
anyone' s relatives and | want to
make it c! lear that is be-
ing charg =d with any crime just
because ¢ if the fact they have a
more or h *ss famous surname.’
said Bern asconi.

The arn rests come just a week
after Arge ntine magazine Noti-
cias repo rted in a cover story
that Mara dona, 35, who admits
he is ad( licted to drugs. has
burnt r:,-u t his brain's frontal
lobes by ¢ ocaine mlfﬂng and is
ind er of d

Claimi 1g to have ad arm::u
fo a brai n scan and medical

trstn, Noticias diagnosed "cell
death in the frontal lobe with
loss of blood circulation” and
uu:l Maradona cannot control

nmn or dﬂtﬁ't people

Gunna-smm
at Ziege

BONN, Oct 5: English Pre-
mier League club Arsenal are
considering signing Bayern

Munich's German interna-
tional fullback Christian Ziege,

the soccer azine Kicker re-
orted on Friday. reports
Ler.

Ziege was quoted as saying
Arsenal's move was “very inter-
esting "

The ne said new Ar-
senal coach Arsene Wenge had
made an initial about
the 24-year-old player who has
also been linked with a string of
top European clubs including
Juventus and Barcelona.

Ziege, who has 25 interna-
tional caps, | under contract un-
til mid- 1998 and a term of that
contract is that Bavern will re-
ceive a fixed fee of 10 million
marks (6.53 million dollars) for
any transfer before that time.
Kicker said.

If Ziege did sign for Arsenal
he would be renewing links be-
tween London and Munich fol-
lowing his teammate Juergen
Klinsmann's one-season spell
with Tottenham in 1994-95.

The captain of the 1986
Worlcl Cup winning team. wheo
laye] for Buenos Aires team
a . Juniors since last year but
whose future there is uncertain,
made the headlines again in
August when he was treated at a
Swiss drug rehabilitation cen-
tre.

He b ecame enraged after get-
ting stuck in an elevator :ﬁd
smashec | up furniture at a Span-
ish hotei .

Maraclona is at the centre of
allegations by local weightiifter
Serio [’arodi. who says
Maradonii's urine sample was
switched with anutlwrmyu‘
in a t-imatch d last
August. hlaradnnn s test was
clean but 1 hl.' uthcr who
had no diugs history, tested
pmitivr an has been sus-

Maradnn suing a
handful of colleagues
and acquai ntagces for mm-

ments made to rltjnh
ist Jlmm B urns in hil unau-

‘t:l_lnrllcd iog'raphy. "the hand

Once the most expensive
player in the world, Maradona's
career has since been ridden
with scandal.

In 1994 he was arily
banned from Internlunnll
matches after {
at the World Em
United States. In a ttreuﬁd
moment a few months earlier.
he opened fire \with an air rifle
on Argentine repxorters.

Jomes wears IBF belt

NEW YORK, Oct 5:
Roy Jones Jr cal-
led by many the
best pound-for-
pound fighter in
the world, impre-
ssively 1 tept his IBF super
middlew eight title Friday,
stoppi me but thoro Y
uutrfglam;?& ecFﬂBryant Brannon in
the se::ond
Reuter.
Jomnes ., 27, retained his In-
ternatior 1al Boxing Federation
crown al ter drop Eing Brannon
twice in t he second round before
referecz |1 Ron Lipton, who mo-
ments b efore the end had ig-
nored .l ones gesture to stop
Branno.ri's beating, waved off
the bout at 2.23 of the round
with Br: innon on the canvas at
Madisonn Square Garden.

"Lipti©mn should have stop
the fight!. when I told him
the first knockout in the second
round.” said Jones, 32-0. who
had also put Brannon down in
the open ing round of the sched-
uled-12} 1 -ound fight.

Eran non, now 16-1,

Wirnidward win

GE.OF }:GETOWN, Guyana, Oct
5: The: V Vindward Islands held
off a sfirited late charge by
newcom ers Bermuda to win
their 2o ne 'A' opening round
Shell /{31 1andals one-day game
at the E nmore Estate ground
here Fric lay, reports AP.

round, reports

went

down early in the second round
from a combination endin
with a left hook. The fina
knockdown came after a flurry
of blows ended with a right
hand.

'l tried to it up a little
bit, | didn't want to hurt him, |
just wanted to hit him enough
to him down," said Jones.

arlier, undefeated Ilke
Quartey of Ghana retained his
World Boxing Association wel-
terweight title with a 12-round
majority decision victory over
American challenger Oba Carr.

Judge Luis Rimera of Puerto
Rico scored it 116-109, jud
Jose Laurino of Urugua
107, and judge Gonzalo Riveras
of Venezuela it 112-112.

It was a bruising bout be-
tween two hard uncher-s with
Quartey (33-0) ll]andmg most
punches. Carr (39-2) was cut un-

der his right eye and his left eye
was shut.
Brannon, the [IBF's top

ranked challenger, proved to be
just another in a lineup of out-
classed foes who have to

ve Jones a real challenge.

ones. has not gone past the
sixth round. Before his last
bout, the supremely confident
Jones played in a minor league
professional basketball game
in the aftermnoon before sto
Canadian Eric Lucas in the 11t
round.

This timie, just an hour be-
fore the opening bell, Jones sat
in the middle of the ring and
took part in a question and an-

swer session url th journalists
and fans.

Branmn_ rl' 29, whu m:;:
years in prison g r robbery
survived six shot wounds.
at least was as long as he
was standing. 5

t =

Proceeds from
ter deductions fiwr ex

went to three New York C.ity
charities. promote:s said,

MARBELLA, Sp:in, Oet 5:
Spaniards Felix Muantilla, the
No 2 seed. and Alex Corretja
seeded fourth, advaiced to
semifinals of the 30:).000 dol-
lars Marbella Open Iriday, re-
ports AP,

Mantilla survived a 2-howr,
14-minute match against
Christian Ruud of Norway, .
winning 0-6, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3.

Corretja defeated Marcelo
Filippini of Uruguay. the sur-

ji:ris-e of the tournameni_, 7-5. 6-

Marc Kevin Goellner of Ger-
many. ranked 73rd in the
world. beat Spain's Fe rnando
Vicente 7-5. 6-1, and w-ill face
Mantilla in the semifinzis Sat-

f.
In the other semifinal, Cor-

6-4.
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