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' Indlustrial waste toxicate

Thousands of inhabiltants affected

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Oct 5. The Loouha-
ng river is htc:lﬂ:-d to
ve been badly pollu in-

s . mni - lﬂ‘h
roportien arsenic resulting
continuous flow of wastes

from allegedly the Tex'tile mill
ltlhudlluamrn{the district.
Thousands ol people have been
Mmm“mr
from the river. . the
affected people have beren using
water from other sources.

in &Fﬁa 1994, at the vil-
hﬁk udirampur beside the
Dhaka-Tangail hi ﬁ“d! six
*kilometre east of the district
town. Local people, however,
did not eppose at t he time of es-
tablishment con:si em-

t for locals although it
located in a residential area.

The mill, after goiing into opera.-
started three units, print-
., dyeing and finishing at a

i

IEE

time. Many people includi
the locals are also 'il:

production. After sometime, the
mill was turned to a profitable
buisiness organisation.

According to the 'Industrial
L.aw', every mill authority is to
ensure proper sanitation,
healthy residential and facili-
ties for the labourers and to
preserve waste product in a
closed safe tank or in a closed

area so as to ensure that it can-
not disturb or harm environ-
mental equilibrium.

It is alleged that the mill
authority has been brisk
business viola all and
regulations. H in a suf-
fncnun&earca the labourers
spend ir nights in inhuman
condition. There is only one
toilet in the whole area
where other facilities are ab-
sent.

What is most and
frightening is that all wastes

including from the dyeing and
rinting process units have
Eeo.n flowing continuoysly into

- the Louhajang river through re-
portedly an underground
pipeline. A reliable health offi-

wastes of textile mill l::nnl'.aflnl i1
uantity of ar--

senic which Il%n.rmﬁ.ll for hu -
man consumption. Arsenic
may easily penetrate into the
W3
iseasy =
and even bring end to life, a
senior physician here sa.Jf.d

considerable

human body by chain of
and create incurable

while their views to 1| is
t on the issue.
Local people informed t'rat

the river water has alre: iidy

changed and appear aloiost
lack and at some pls s:es,

blood red produc pun gfent

smell. s has almost

ished the entire alati on of

living creatures in the: rive :r.

It is learnt that access ‘to wa-
ter from ponds or other water

bodies are not available for the
gmlc living near the river

. They are totally depen-
dent on river water for domestic
use, Thc[\)re?re facing various
problems ause of waler cri-
sis. Thousand of people living
near the river includ Khudi-
rampur, Korotia,, Bispushia,
Gosiabari, Kumulli, Madarjani,
Fuekia, Khakjana, Mirkumulli
and other areas have been ic
stricken sus environ-
mental imbalance to water
pollution.

While talking to The Daily
Star local people including the
farmers. traders and students
complained that the mill au-

ty paid no heed to the re-
Pen.tcd request of the locals in
his connection. Later the
chairman and the members of
Korotia union council took ini-
tiative to solve the problems
considering the auﬂll.:.rlngs ‘of

the e.
m:ﬂin\gs were held with

the affected people, union coun-
cil chairman and members and
mill authority. As per a joint
decision . the mill authority
stopped throwing the wastes.
But this was only true for about
30 mﬁlwars. Later they resumed
th ng the waste into the
river, farmers alleged. The
helpless people for rem-
edy to the TNO of sadar thana
through union council. The
TNO, however, gave assurance
of immediate action but noth-
ing had yet been done for some
reasons still .

Local people are ho as
they see no remedy from an
Fuarter. They wistfully loo
orward to higher authority for
their protection.

The local Daily Star corre-
spondent met the ty Com-
missioner - and the TNO of Tan-

ail and talked to them about

¢ issue. They hopelessly ex-
pressed their inability to solve
the problem.

3 rom (he

Court Room

- Three get life
term for
violating

girl
From Our Corespondent

PABN#A. Oct 5: Three persons
have been convicted for raping
I ooy visor Mo
Another accused of the case hai'
been acquitted as the charges
brought st him could not
be doubt.

ey have been convicted
under tion 6 (1) of Repres-

sion on Women's Act.
Muhammad Shafiuddin,

Additional District iand Ses-

sions Judge. Pabna delivered

usa.

The lg;nmuunn slm? in
brief, is that on Janwary 17 this
m}'\:ar. the above mf:ntm;:d a::];_

persons werit to house
hﬂollc Uddin ;’ l;Ill Bri-

aspatipur at ol night.

They forcibly entizred into gti;ur
room of Mamata Khatun,
daughter of the house owner
and, at gun point ‘caught her and
gang-raped the girl iz

mata Khat1n cried out fer
help and the vill:\gers rushed to
the spot, but t he miscreants
managed to esca pe. Meanwhile.
Mamata lost her senses.

When she regained her
senses, Mamat a narrated the

to the iﬂii;fn.
me , Mamata her-
ﬂ o Blﬂthia ;;hlam.i
an, 'ejahar’. Police
rccoum n:im‘L took up in-
vestigation and, thereafter,

submitted cha g@ge-sheet against
the accused

On

mtenced
to life

for imurder

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Oct 5 One
Fariduddin of village Sarulia
under Tala t hana was awarded
life term for killing his brother
recently.

The case in brief is that the
accused Far iduddin tried to sell
his late elder brother Serap
Uddin's land that was resisted
by . his another brother Ko-
moluddin and on March 5
1988 follo wing dispute over the
land Fariduddin stabbed Ko-
moluddin: with a sharp knife.
As a result he died on the spot.

A case was filed with Tala
thana.

thousands of its

]geri, traders and
n

One convicted for |
possessing forged
currency notes

From Our Correspondent
SATI{HIRA. Oct 5 One per-
so1 wiis convicted and sen-
tenced to five year rigorous im-
rison ment for possessing
L‘F’ notes on September 29.

Acc ing to the
accused Dayem Ali of
Arash inagar under Dumuria
thana in Khulna district was
caugiat with T{:;Ecg 4{%01;5
amouinting to
Tala thana police from FntJ
ghat:a bazar of the same thana
on November 17, 1993.

A, case was with Tala
thana. Md. Alauddin Sardar
District and Session Judge
Sat khira found him gui
aw:arded him the punish-
me nt.

|

Narcotics seized
in Khulna
I'rom Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 5: Kotwali
lice recovered on Sept 29, 310
bottles of phensidyi. 20 bottles
mm, 15 litres of
r spirit. one kg of opium
and sixty cocktail bombs from
raf market area under

thana. Seven persons
were arrested in this comnec-
tion. '
operation

which from

15 rmm“m . two
Ppegmn a cartridge
rom West area.

b,

—mr

PABNA: The local BRTC bus terminal was once &: b usy one in this region. But due to withdrawal of bus services from

here during the last BNP

and (right) workshop wlhich are now safe haven of 'rnastans' and anti-social elements.

'Resume BRT'C service!,
demand people of Pabna

PABNA, ©Oct 5: The
Bangladesh Road Transport
ation (BRTC) bus termi-

nal constructed at the cost of
over Taka 70.00.000 on the
eastern side of the town has
now become a 'sale haven -and
denr of -armed 'mastans’' and
anti-social elements.

The BRTC terminal was in-

augurated in 198]1. However,

after one and a half years

of its service, it was closed at
the end of 1982 as the BRTC bus,
coach and truck services were

suddenly s m spite of the
fact that thm B bus de-
pot, unlike many other bus de-
pots of the country, was all
through a
statistics show.

profitable concern,

From then the has re-

mained closed without giving
any

official notice to the
of the public throwing

passern-
ustrialists
misery.
Before its closure, a total of

40 buses and coaches used to ply
regularly on different inter-
district and internal
The traders were also benefitted
much through the BRTC truck
Services.

routes.

In mid-eighties when the

martial law regulations were
relaxed, people of all shades of
opindon in Pabna started hold-
ing meetings and demonstra-

tions demanding of
BRTC bunlndmmr“:mm
and re- of the BRTC de-

pot where a modern

was also set up. The demand be-
came
cause there was no other

of communication except in
 road communications for the
people of Pabna.

intensified be-

in absence of BRTC services,

the people of Pabna have be-
COme on
the private bus. and truck

From Our Corresf rondent

services. These servi ces; were
doing monopoly bu:siness in

Pabna. But, taking ad» ran of
monopoly passengers we're be-
ing deprived in many ways as

no time-schedule is be ing main-

tained: Passengers w ere:
harassed . emh
fare were

showing utter dis

existing laws of the la nd.

Being disgusted v vith such

anarchic situation a long with
frequent strikes, the
the hands of the priv: ite trans-
port owners and emplh yees.
. In such a situation

tensified their moven Ment

resu
a result, the last BNF '

ment introduced a =
BRTC bus service with only

for

wWeImn-

more buses and trucks in
Pabna soon. But noth i g tan-
gible was done afte i wards,
rather it was found that within
a short span of several ¥ nonths,

the bhus services were su | spended
buses ‘A e re 100
‘Those

as all the four
old and unserviceable
were also found to be be 'yond re-

ﬂnr.[lu the tenui e of the
st BNP rule, no new | » 18 was

added — rather all the s a |d four
abandoned buses were
to Dhaka.

Thus Pabna BRTC d ¢ pot has

turned deserted.

The workshop was 8 Iso re-
moved to Dhaka. All 1 11e off}-
cers and

three, have been s [ fteed
ow the BRTC ti:rminal,

constructed over an area of
about one acre of land. h as, been

lying completely aband o ned.
This corresponden t while

ﬂﬂuy the lﬂmma:‘ &I eils re-
cen a guar (el
in a vlidt'tli,':i -.ELHI.E

According to him. there was one

-and other one at

“their oificial duty is- Eﬂ*ﬂtn
eing d emmanded be for eight lgﬁru.' owever,

ird to the

people of
Pabna have become ¢ aptives in

in-
of BRTC s ®rvice. As

eleton

four
buses and assured se N’ices of

shifted

8., e reepling

care-taker and two guards sat
for them it was almost impos-
sible to look after the proper-
ties.
Accordi

guards wor

to him, one of the
during the day
t. Bt as

there should be at least three

ards. He further added that
a ard it was impos-
sible to job at night.

In fact, the entire terminal
arca has now turned into safe
~helter for criminals. armed
hooligans and anti-social ele-
ments. Extortion of money
from passengers. traders. ab-
duction of women and incidents
of rape, robbery and dacoity
and other crimes were bein
cormnmitted from here, many al-
leged.

' dailies. while

Police patrol is irregular es-

pecially at night .

Meanwhile, the Pabna
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustries, the District Bar Asso-
ciation, Pabna Press Club and
other professional bodies have
demanded immediate reopen-
ing of BRTC bus and truck ser-
vices, r ning of the BRTC
depot and terminal in the
genm interest of all sections

They informed that there
was no rallway link, or riverine
route connecting Pabna with
the rest of the country.

The

political parties

namely, Awami League, BNP,
Gano Forum, Left Democratic
Front have also raised the de-
mand.

Five members ol Parliament

elected from the district, Wazi-
uddin Khan, Shamsur Rahman
Sharif, Dilu Ahmed Tafizuddin,
Rafiqul Islam Bakul and Begum
Zannatul Ferdous

supported the demand.

have also
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JHENIDAH: Trucks, microbuses and other vehicles are parked by the roadside in the town
creating traffic jam frequently. Authorities constru cted a terminal for the trucks at Ham-
| dah in the town and asked the drivers not to rush in the town. But who cares? This photo
was taken from Jhenidah Agrani Square.

—

— Btar photo

regime the terminal no'» wears a deserted look. Photo shows (left) abandoned office building

— Star photo

Another abducted
in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Oct 5: Yet another
person was abducted at gun
point from his house on the
night of October 1 in Mirpur
thana of the district.

The victim has been identi-
fied as Palan. 37. of village
Jhutidanga under Malihad

Union of Mirpug thana. It has
been alleged. & group eof 10
armed persons picked him up

from his house at dead of night |

and he remained untraced till
writing of this report. No case
has been filed in Mirpur Police
Station in apprehension of fur-
ther kidnapping.

People of the thana have be-
come panicky because of such
kidnapping being continued for
the last several months. Dead
body of some to them have been
recovered and those have been

ed and published in some
some of them
have been freed after punng
ransom money. Police of Mir-
pur police station have failed to
stop such incidents as nobody
has been arrested in these con-

| nection.

' nabbed Selim of village
baid in Kuliarchar thana on
charge of throwing acuxl on a

 with Kuliarchar
Shaheed Mia of village Alina-

jar
3,
c hildren of the same village
But he was refused by

this Shaheed Mia got
ated. On the night

Heroin recovered:
4 including

woman held

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Oct 5: Narcotics
and Ligour Department au-
thorities recovered five grams
ol heroin and arrested four per
sons including a woman near
Jhenidah police line on October
2 noon. according to police
L RN

Police said, acting on a up
ofl a team of Narcotics and
Liqgour Department raided a
house with the help ol police
and arrested Samena Khatun
Malizur Rahman, Shariful Is-
Lam and Samena Khatun's son
Rabiul lor possessing heroin

Police said. arrested Samena
Khaltun was allegedly involved
in selling heroin am; ganja in
her locality sinice last lew years

One nabbed on
charge of

throwing acid

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ . Oct 5: Police
Nal-

ember 24
According to the FIR lodged
police station.

proposed to marry Fulbanu.
a widow and mother of two

her. At
infuri-
September

i 7 last. he alongwith four other

accomplices entered the house
of Fulbanu and threw acid on
her and one of her minor son
while they were in
Fulbanu was
mifitted to the Kuliarchar health
complex with serious burn in-
juries while her son Salam was
released after primary treat-

Imn:d.fnptcly ad-

[ ment

A case has been registered
with Kuliarchar police station
accusing five s includ-
ing Shaheed Mia. When con-
tacted over telephone, sub-in-
spector Nasiruddin. 10 of the
case told this correspondent
that vigorous investigation is
in progress and all-out efforts
are being made to round-up the
remaining culprits.

- -

KCC commissioner
expelled from
AL, arrested

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct :@: Mohammad
Hossain Mukta, 45, KCC Com-
missioner elected from Ward
No-31 was arrested early Tues-
day mworning from his residence
by Kotwali thana police — 72
hours after his expulsion from
city Awami League on charge of
criminal acts in which he was
involved since 1983,

According to a handout is-
sued by KMP Commissioner,
Mukta was arrested along with
ten alleged terrorists found in
his residence during police op-
eration.

Known as 'king of pirates' of
the Sunderbans and ring leader
of an organised gang of armed
terrorists of Rupsha industrial
belt of the city, alleged ward
commissioner was so long on
bail in connection with 35 cases
lncludixég four murder and 16
armed dacoity cases recorded
with different thanas of Khulna
and Bagerhat districts during
last two decades, the handout
said.

The handout further said
that the expelled AL leader who
was elected bagging highest
number of votes amo 31
wards during last KCC election
used to harbour criminals and
armed terrorists for suiting ill
purposes including extortion,
dacoities and m {

He joined Awami League in
May this year and since than
established a self-rule in his
ward allegedly by means of
armed violence.

Meanwhile, another news
adds: Three alleged armed ter-
rorists were severely wounded
in explosion of powerful hand
bombs which they were maki
in an abandoned house at Mol-
lapara under Kotwali thana.
They are Ukiluddin, Ohidul Is-
lam and Billal Hossain.

Kotwali police also recov-
ered eleven powerful hand
bombs from Moilapota today.

Abducted school
girl rescued

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Oct 5: A minor girl
abducted from village Chow-
baria on September 21 was res-
cued from Village Rokanpur in
the district after one week of
her abduction.

The victim. Shahnaz
Parveen. 15, daughter of Abdus
Sattar of Village Bhabanipur

| under Bhangoora thana was

returning home after visiting
her maternal uncle's house in
Saratnagar on the day ol her
abduction allegedly by eight
miscreants.

It was gathered. one primary
school teacher was among the
miscreantif who uh?_'i'ruct l-l';c
victim on her way. He alleged
tied her mouth with a cuuntr;
made towel (gamchha’) and
confined her in a house of Men-
hazuddin of village Rokanpur.

The people of the locality
somehow came to know of the
incident and reported the mat-
ter to the chairman of Dantia-
Bamangram union parishad
The chairman recovered the
girl with the help of the vil-
lagers and handed her over to
her father.

Meanwhile. the father of the
victim, Abdus Sattar, has filed
a case with Bangoora thana
against all the eight persons in-
volved in abduction. They are:
Golgar Hossain., Ainul Haque

and Aminul Haque., sons of
Khoda Box of vi e Bhawa-
nipur. Siddiqur Rahman.

teacher of Mathurapur Gov-
ernment Primary School and
lour others whose named could
not be ascertained.

Police. however. could not
arrest any of the accused so far
till writing of the report.

One beaten to
death for
uprooting
sugarcane

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ. Oct 5 A
youngman was tortured to
death ailci;edl}r by his neigh-
bours at village Fuldi in Katiadi
thana on September 30 night.

The body of the victim iden-
tified as Dulal 28, was recov-
ered by the police the followt
day and sent to the morgue
Kishoregan| sadar hospital for
autopsy.

Police sources said. Dulal
uprooted a sugarcane from a

. field owned by Suruj Ali of the

village. For this reason. the
members of Suruj Ali's family
allegedly took himel':; force to
their houses and tied him up.
They confined him in a room
for the whole night and beat
him mercilessly
to his injuries there.
A case was filed with Katiadi
police accusing 18 persons in
this connection. None could so
far be arrested as all the ac-
cused went into hiding, police
said.

Truck-tempo
collision, one
killed

JHENIDAH. Oct 5 A man
was killed on the spot in a
truck-tempo collision at Tetul-
tala in sadar thana on
Jehnidah-Jessore road on
Wednesday. reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Mokbul Hossain of village
Kharikhali in the thana.

According to ice, the

succumbed

tempo passenger Mokbul met
his tr end of his life when a
Jehn hm,mh:: truck collided
head on with t

from opposite dirm.m

The driver man to flee
the scene along with is truck.
The dead body was sent to the

h tal morgue for aut :
case was lodged with the

police.

L]
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Ferry service between
Aricha-Nagarbairi
facing constraints

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Oct 5: Due to ap-
pearance of innumerable
shoals within the river Jamuna
along Nagarbari-Aricha river
route, ferry-services between

the two gl.tl are dela
much. e water-level of 1?::

river Jamuna has been falling
r an abnormal situa-
ti-:lln5 li}l';atl.lhe E of ferries.
s, have
not only within the ﬂm
nel but also at the mouths of
both the Nnﬁ:ihaﬂ and Aricha
led to frequent
s of pontoons i1:1 the
carried n&:t. et uﬂ
| ones, prompt m
is not being possible. As a re-

sult, the ferry services have
been facing immense strains.

The vessels were at much
slower speed. e trip fre-
quency of the ferries is also

been affected much. This, in
turn, has been affecting the

coach services too . queues
were seen at bot h ends of the
ghats.

At the moutli of Nagarbari
ferry ghat. innu: merable shoals
have appeared. The channel
thm;llgh which the ferries ply,
has also shrunk:. The ess of

emergence of s;uch shoals has
been continuin g unabated.

In lean period every year,
this problem c rops up and con-
tinues till thrz arrival of rainy

season coveri ng a lo of
six months kt o g rom the

month of Oc tober to April dur-

ing this periiad.

When cor itacted, Mohammad
Ishaque A'li, told this cor-
respondent over telephone that
the problern of Nagarbari ferry
ghat could be reso if it was
shifted permanently to Nati-
bpur. He fiirther said that it was
for this and other problems, the
Nagarbari ferry ghat has been
permanen tly abandoned by the
governme nt last year.

In N-region of country

Financing schemes to

promote industrialisation
to be introdtuced

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 5: The IFIC
Bank will soon introduce pro-
ject financing schemes to con-
tribute to industrialisation in
less developed northern region
of the country.

Abbasuddin Ahmed, Manag-
ing Director of IFIC Bank Lim-
ited disclosed this here recentl
while exchanging views wit
the local business community
and clients of the bank at a
community centre.

He observed that socio-co-
nomic conditions of the north-
ern on had developed much
in last few years and the local
business community was feel-
ing flow of more capital for
rapid industrialisation.

Expressing experiences
gathered during his recent visits
in Dinajpur. Bogra and Ra-
jshahi. Abbasuddin said that

Natore town dwellers

many entrepreneurs had come
to himi to press for starting pro-
Ject financing in those areas.

He observed that opening of
land ports had developed trad-
ing business and the situation
seem ed favourable for industri-
alisa tion.

The meeting was also at-
tended among others by
Asad uzzaman Khan, General
Maniiger of Bangladesh Bank,
Rajshiahi branch, Abdul Halim
Bhui ya, GM of Agrani Bank. Ra-
shalii, Mohammad Ali Sarkar.

si dent of Rajshahi Chamber
of Commerce and Industries,
Kazi Fariduddin, Deputy Com-
miss;ioner of Rajshahi, Abul
Kasizm, Additional Districi
Mag istrate and others.

fibbasuddin Ahmed later
mel the local journalists at Ra-
jshathi motel.

become hostage to
terrorists

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Oct 5 rhe inhabi-
tants of M a area in the
town have become hostages to
an alleged group of terrorists.

They apprehend violence at
any time, said some prominent
citizens of the town in a press
conference recently.

They alleged. the terrorist

as been continuing their
anti-social activities under the
very nose of law enforcing
agencies for a long time.

According to them, Boro
Mayna. an ed terrorist and
gang leader ol local terrorist
group was arrested a number of
times on charge of different
anti-social activities like theft,
dacoity, rape and killing.

The residents of Meerpara
protested the anti-social activi-
ties several times.

Demanding punitive action
against Boro Mayna and his ac-
complices, a complaint with
signature of 52 residents was
given to deputy commissioner
of Natore on December 5, last

and copies of if were sent to
the then home minister, home
accrctagr. inspector general of
police, deputy director of anti-
corruption department, Ra-
jshahi and SP, Natore.

But the residents could not
see the result of the complaint

To run his anti-social activi-
ties smoothly. Boro Mayna
made his s e field, near
his house, round keeping bare
at centre L. nl]egzg the local
residents.

According to the residents,
the alleged terrorist, with a
plan to harass them. filed a
general diary with sadar police
station. after blasting a cocktail
in front of his house. Residents
said that the incident of
cocktail blasting was made by
Boro Mayna himself and
claimed that they have enough
proofs behind the incident.

Following this incident, on
August 27 this year the resi-
dents filed another complaint
with sadar PS. But, the resi-
dents alleged that no initiative
was taken yet to investigate
into the incident. Rather the
terrorist group are threatening
the area-dwellers and creating
pressure to withdraw their
complaint, it is alleged.

ough the residents have
become impatient due to the
anti-social activities in their
area, they can nol protest it in
fear of their lives. They are ap-
prehending that Boro Mayna
with his accomplices from out-
sides' may launch another at-
tack at any time.

When contacted police said
that as there had been no defi-
nite complain against Boro
Mayna and his companions,
they have nothing to do regard-
ing this matter.

The residents ol Meerpara.
however, urged the higher au-
thorities to take immediate ac-
tions agamst the terrorists af-
ler proper investigation with a
view 10 restoring peace in the
area.

Fate of jute growers
uncertain

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Oct ﬁ:ﬂ:plr“de-
quate water reservoirs pro-
jute and prevailing low

price is al-
{Il!_itct:l‘jutt growers of the dis-

Water from most of the stag-
nant ditches and are be-

not cover the praduction cost.
This situation has caused
widespread rlisappointment
and dissatisfaction among the
jute growers who are often

found coming back with their
products unsold.

Jute is widely regarded as the
main cash crop of this area.
mn'aﬁrs h:llrl tll_:iu;irnrrrr
s t that they had spent
between Taka 800 and Tk 900 to
cultivate jute one bigha of land
as labour cost fertiliser seeds.
and harvesting. On an average,
four to five maunds of jute are

uced from a bigha of land.
ut price of four maunds of jute

is between Taka 1400 and Tk
1500,

When contacted some pro-
fesssional jute traders said that
Bangladesh Jute Marketing
Ceorporation which opens jute
purchasing centres every year
during the season in the region
h.as not opened it yet. They also
informed that if purchasing is
mlﬁ:g'dm%whlrh is al-

. there is a possi-
bility that raw jute may find
customers in neighbouring West

Bengal in India.




