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UNITED NATIONS, Oct 5:
The UN Security Council on
Friday urged lsrael and the
Palestinians Lo pursue negotia-
tions and fulfil their commit-
ments under existing peace
agreements, ahead ol a new
round of US-brokered peace
talks, reports AFP.

The call was contained in a
letter to UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boulros-Ghali agreed
by all 15 Council members after
non-permanent member Egypt
requested that the matter
should be placed on the Coun-
cil's nda.

Western diplomats said that
the letter, which also said the
Council remained determined
to "provide the needed backing™
for the peace process. appeared
to be a tle reminder to Wash-
ington that the United Nations
had a stake in the process.

Washington is dismissive of
a UN role in the process and in-

sists it is a matter for the par-
ties themselves under US sp-nn
sorship.

Earlier report says Pales-

tinian leader Yasser Arafat
called in Paris Friday for a "Eu-
ropean presence at Israeli-
Palestinian talks to start Sun-
day at the Erez-crossing be-
tween Lhe Jewish state the
Gaza Strip.
Arafat made his comments
to reporters after with
French President Jacques
Chirac.

US President Bill Clinton
Friday said he was sending his
Secretary ol State Warren
Christopher to the Middle East
this weekend as Israel and the
Palestinians resume talks,

Christopher was scheduled
to leave Washington Monday
for a nine-day tour of five
African countries but Clinton
told reporters at Chautaugua.
New York. that he had told

L

"Go Lo the Middle East first."
Arafat arrived in Paris on
Friday for talks with Chirac on
the East situation, after
a visit m:- he tries to
muster
Another rcpum Cairo
says, Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat arrived in Cairo to
brief President Hosni Mubarak
on the results of the emer

Washi n summit boycotted
by the an leader.
Arafat arrived here from

France, where he held talks
with President Jacques Chirac,

and is scheduled to BEV-
eral hours in before re-
t lo Gaza City. they said.

Mubarak declined an invi-
tation from US President Bill
Clinton to attend the Washing-
ton summit, which brought to-

ether Arafat. Israell Prime
inister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Jordan's King Hussein fol-
lowing last week's bloody

clashes between Israelis and
Palestinians in the Palestinian
territories.

Israeli and Palestinian ne-

ators are to intensive
talks at the Erez cr be-
tween Israel and Gaza on Sun-
day aimed at putting the Middle
East peace process back on
track after the violence which
left more than H:W dead in
the West Bank < g::l S#rip

US Secretary te Warren
Chri was to head to the
Middle East Baturdai}&i for mpl-l
level meetings coinc wit
the resumption of Erez

Christopher was scheduled
to confer with Netanyahu in
Jerusalem and Arafat in Gaza,
officials said, before leaving for
Africa.

The US State rtment's
coordinator for the Middle
East, Dennis Ross, will repre-
sent the United States at the
Erez talks which will focus on

International

Arafat for 'EuroEan Ercsenc'e’ at Erez talks
UNSC asks Israel, PA to pursue talks,

fulfil commitments under accord

the long-delayed Israeli rede-
ployment fmm the West Bank
town of Hebron.

Meanwhile, Israel lifted Fri-
day its blockade of the Pales-
tinian town of Jenin in the
north of the occupied Wesi
Bank, a military spokesman
said

He said that the curfew on
the city of Hebron would again
be eased Saturday to enable res-
idents to do their shopping.

The measures were among
those imposed in the wake of
fierce clashes between Pales-
tinlans and Israeli security
forces last week. when more
than 50 were killed

The blockade of Bethlehem
in the south of the West Bank
was lifted Thursday.

Israeli-Palestinian talks are
set to resume Sunday in an at-
tempt to ease tensions and
reac

an a t on the con-
tinuation n% the peace process
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French President Jacques Chirac (R) talks, on Friday in Paris, with Palestinian authority
President Yasser Arafat (L), during the European trip of the Palestinian leader on his way

back from the Israeli-Palestinian summit held in Washington. .

— AFP/UNB photo

Communists for removal
of Kashmir Governor

NEW DELHI. Oct 5: Indian
Communists demanded today
that Kashmir Governor K V Kr-
ishna Rao be sacked for attack-
ing a Muslim party which won
the first elections in a decade in
the strife-torn state, reports
AFP.

“The only way to control the
arrogance of ... Rao is to remove
him and replace him by a polit-
ical man.’ said the Communist
Party of India (CPI). a member
of Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda's governmernt.

The CPI statement came two
days after Rao told a newspaper
that leaders of the National
Conference Party, which won
the September polls in Kash-
mir, might indulge in corrup-
tion after forming a new state
government.

"They must give -ﬁ_.md gov-
tmmcnt Rao said. must

not indulge in mrruptiun and

iy

Floods claim
16 in Vietnam

Sixteen people, 15 of them
children, have died in flooding
in southern Vietnam's Mekong
Delta this month, an official
from the flood control commit-
tee in a southern province said
yesterday. All the sixtgen
deaths took place in An Gian
province, whidh has been: thE
worst hit so far. Floodwalters
inundated some 160,000 houses
and forced nearly 12,000 fami-
lies to leave their homes. More
than 150.000 children in the
delta provinces of An Giang.
Dong Thap and Long An had to
quit schools because class-
rooms were inundated. the olfi-
cial said. AFP reports from
Hanoi.

18

ad

npeace
ists held
in Turkey

Police on Friday briefly de-
tained 18 Greenpeace activists
who chained themselves to the
gate of a coal-burning power
plant, the Anatolia news agency
said. The protesters charged the

lant in Gokova Bay, about 700

ilometres (453 miles] south-
east of Ankara, threatened a
nearby nature park. They were
released pending trial on De-
cember 17. The agency identi-
fied them as US citizens Peter
Henry Willcox and Gillian
Hugher Murphy, two Italians.
Leonardo Landi and Jalra
Cioffi. 5ten Andrers Stensson
and Andreas Zender from Swe-
den. Simon Paul of Britain and
Sylvia Huber of Austria and one
South Alrican. Michael James
[an. No hometowns were given,
AP reports from Ankara.

Turkish PM
visits Libya

Turkey's prime minister
travelled Friday to this outcast
state, shrugging off criticism
from within his own Cabinet
and from Turkey's ally, the
United States. Necmettin Er-
bakan, who took office in June,
had campaigned on a promise
of improving ties with the Is-
lamic world and would not
budge from plans to visit Libya
despite objections from offi-
cials in his own government.
Erbakan arrived after a four-
hour drive from the Tunisian
city of Djerba. He could not fly
to Lih}ra because of interna-
tional sanctions against the
north African country, AP re-
ports from Tripali, Libya.

Czech president
turns 60

Few Czechs can imagine re-
gu lacing President Vaclav Havel.

t the man who first won fame
as a playwright misses writing
and is consi Ering stepping out
of public life. chp nﬁavcl
clearly still e:njn;fs his role as

spiritual leader of a country
t at radiates optimism born of
a swift and successful break
with communism. But in an As-
sociated Press interview Fri-
day, he made clear he hasn't de-

whether to seek a second
term in 1998,

"If I ran, then the question is
whether I would I:u: elected."”
Havcl said with unnecl:uaarjr

modesty while enjo
and cigarette Frida m his

study at Prague's magnmcent
altf; AP reports from Prague.

nepotism. They used to do all

this. these very Lhﬂ)
ugumudgghn

CPl secretary
F‘amc«ﬁ said Rao's comments
were “highly Dhjeﬂinnab]:

"The governor s sermon to
the newly-elected members of
the National Conference needs
to be sharply nailed down as
th{}é‘nughly improper.” the party
said.

The Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M). another
government ally, said the gov-
ernor had "'no business to stay
on in the job after saying some-
thing like this.”

Both the CPl and CPI-M have
good relations with the Na-
tional Conference. which won a
landslide victory in the stag-
gered ballot to the Kashmir As-

sembly. It was the first state as-
sembly election since March
1987.

UN barred from reacting to

Taliban treatment of women

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 5
(CChina and Indonesia on Friday
revented the Security Council
rom reacting to the Taliban

Islamic militia's treatment of
women since seizing the Afjghan
capital Kabul, diplomats said

here, reports AFP

The diplomats said that dur-
ing a 45-minute discussion of
an Italian proposal for the
council to criticise Taliban's
severe restirictions against
women, the US delegation re-
mained silent.

Since taking over the capital
one week ago. the Taliban have
banished women from work
and closed girls schools in line
with policy in other Taliban-
controlled regions.

Taliban fighters armed with
machine guns and sticks on
Friday forced residents of the

Afghan capital into mosques
for prayers to mark the Muslim

hﬂlLCUﬂ

Council president
Gerardo Ja

rtinez Blanco was

only authorised by the 15-
member Council to express to
the press “concern” about the

events in Afghanistan, and to
urge all factions to “renounce
the use of force and engage in a
constructive political dial

to achieve national reconcilia-
tion.”

Martinez Blanco declined to
explain to reporters why there
was no reference to the situa-
tion of women in the statement.

The Italian proposal notably
had the backing of countries
such as Chile, France and Rus-
sia, the diplomats said.

During the discussions, In-
donesian Ambassador Nugroho

Wisnumurti caused a stir in the
Council Chamber when he told
his colleagues in an apparent
slip of the tongue that "despite

" a Muslim-dominated

country, Indonesia supported
the role of women.

One envoy summarised his
Indonesian colleague's position

jﬁkingh’ as. "Despile mIg
uslim Country, we ke
women "

China systematically blocks
moves by the Council to step
into the human rights arena.
which is also a ticklish issue in
Indonesia.

But Beijing is also a close
ally of Pakistan, which Is be-
lieved o support the fundamen
talist militia in Afghanistan

despite official denials.
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A Taliban militia (C) stops a taxi and a bicycle rider with a stick in his hand forcing them to go for Jummah prayers in

front of Pul-i-Khishti mosque, in Kabul on Friday. Prayers were enforced for anyone who to ventured near the mosque
came exactly one week after the religious fighters stormed into Kabul.

— AFP/UNB photo

Saddam has rebuilt army into
credible fighting force

LONDON, Oct 5: Sadggm
Hussein has rebuilt the devas-
tated Iraqi army into a credible
fighting force by reviving the
country's military industries
and smuggling in military
hardware, according to Jane's
Intelligence Review, reports AP.

Following Iraq's defeat in
the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam cut
the army's strength, reorga-
nized the command structure,
and most importantly restarted
the country's pre-war network
of military industries, the mag-
azine said in its November issue
made available on Friday.

“As a result, Iraq has been
able to maintain and repair
major weaponry. often by can-
nibalizing other equipment
that is not crucially required by

a smaller army, while other
material has been smuggled in
front abroad,” it said.

In the short term, Iraq's
army has sufficient capabilit
to deal with any domestic ch
lenge and analysts believe it
retains “a qualitative superior-
ity” over the armies of Iran and
states in the southern Persia
Gulf, the m azine said.

But if the international
arms embargo against Iraq con-
tinues, the army will face seri-
ous problems in the longer term
as more and more equipment
breaks down and becomes im-
possible to repair, it said.

us mtelligence estimates
also say Iraq's military has
been reconstituted into a sub-
stantial and threatening force.

"The oil-rich Baghdad
regime was spending dirs | bil-
lion a year on arms imports
before the 1990 invasion of
Kuwait and used to buy new
equipment rather than repair
and maintain its military
hardware, Jane's Intelligence
Review said.

The border between Iraq and
Jordan was open for two years
after the Gulf War and Baghdad
had the opportunity to import
some military components
through the black market, ac-
cording to Paul Beaver, editor of
Jane's annual Gulf State's Se-
curity Assessment.

But the arms embargo forced
[raq to adopt a new "make and
mend” approach, Jane's Intel-
ligence Review said.

Under terms of the Gulf War
ceaseflire, Irag was not barred
from rebuilding its state run
conventional arms industry.

Before the war, Iraq had the
capacity to assemble tanks,
convert and repair combat air-
craft, produce aerial weapons,
artillery systems, rockets and
small arms, the magazine said.

“Opinions differ over the
extent to which the industry in
general has been revived, but
some analysts believe there are
now more than 200 weapon
production /repair establish-
ments across Iraq., with most of
them concentrated in the Bagh-
dad and Mosul areas,” Jane's
said.

Politician’s bid
to raise campaign

money by nude pose

BALTIMORE. Oct 5 Most
candidates dread getting rluﬁh‘!
with their pants down. t
John Kimble He's
take everything off for Playgirl
lo raise money for his US con-
gressional campalgn.
AP. -

The Republican candidate
says he's sent non-naked pho-
tos of himself to the magazine

in the hope editors will ask him

lo pose sans Lthe shorts.

I've noticed the popular guys

have all had sex scandals’
Kimble said Frida
don't think it will hurt me in
such a Democratic area.”
Kimble says he will pose in

the raw only If radio shock jock

Howard Stern helps him raise 1
million dollars

But Playgirl said it would
consider publishing Kimble's

willing to

reports

"Sex sells. |

photos If editors like what they

Bid to prevent exodus of Tamil
India, Lanka step up

naval patrols

COLOMBO. Oct 5 Sri Lanka
and India have stepped up naval
trols to prevent an exodus of
amil refugees fleeing to neigh-
bouring southern India. a se-
nior minister said here Friday.
reports AFP

Energy Minister Anuruddha
Ratwatte said both countries
were keen to ensure that Sri
Lankans did not cross a narrow
strip of the Indian Ocean to go
to tﬂc southern Indian state of
Tamil Nadu.

Ratwatte. who is also the
minister in charge of the gov-
ernment's military drive

inst the country's se alist
Tﬁ?ml Tiger guerillas. arzﬁned
the rebels ol orchestrating Lhe
movement of refugees.

He said about 2_.500 Tamils

have sought refuge in southern
India since the end of . bt
the outflow had d con-
siderably with the up
ol navar patrols by India and
Sri Lanka

*The Indians are af-

ter their side of the Palk Straits

and we are patrolling on this
‘side,” he said. "We are keen
to sure that there is no big exo-

dus although a few may slip
out,”

More than 300 Sri Lankan
Tamil refugees nrrtved In
southern India Tuesday,
days after the final hmum of
Tamil separatists fell to gov-

ernment troops.

EU leaders seek

more unity at
. Ireland summit

Ireland, Oct 5: Di-
vided on myriad issues, the 15
European Union leaders gather
for a summit Saturday hoping
to expand on the little common

| ground they have found so far to

rewrite the EU treaty and forge
a closer bond, reports AP

Opposing each other on is-
sues from the right to veto deci-
sions to the num cam-
missioners each n ‘can
have on the Executive Commis-
sion, the leaders agree on one
thing — Lhe treaty negotiations
s0 far have moved at a snail's

€.

"We have to find a new im-
pulse, a new determination,”
said French Foreign Minister
Herve de Charette at the con-
vening of the informal meeti

|

Early this summer, the 1
leaders confidently set June
next year as the date for finish-
ing the new treaty, but confi-
dence has been sapped to the
extent that the summit here
will be seen as a success if that
date simply can be confirmed.

"We are looking for a reaf-
firmation of the timetable.”
said Foreign Minister Dick
Spring of Ireland, which hosts
the summit.

"Clinton in dark
about China’

HONG KONG, Oct 5: US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton is in the dark
about China because he has
never paid a visit to Asia's
biggest nation in his four
in office, Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Qian Qichen has said, re-
ports AFP.

In an interview telecast on
Friday on CNN International,
Qian noted that unlike his pre-
decessor George Bush, the presi-
dent — who is up for re-election
in November — "has never been
to China.”

“Therefore, I assume that he
does not have adcquate knowl-
uﬁﬁe about China,” he contin-

"However, in Mis talk with a
journalist of the New York
Times on the 29th of May of
this year, he said that there is a
changing process in his under-
standing about China.," Qian
said.

"It should be an improve-
ment," he added.

Bush served as head of a liai-
son office in Beijing in the mid-
1970s prior to the establish-
ment of sino-US diplomatic ties
in 1979.

Disgruntled Japanese see little choice in polls

TOKYO, Oct 5: Takeshi
Kikuchi flips on the television
everirl night and feels "betrayed"

e conservative politicians
heu swrtcd for decades, re-

ltn one beyond dreadful,"”
Kikuchi fumes outside his fami-
ly's fuel business, complaining
bitterly at the tales local televi-
sion tells of government offi-
cials lining t eir pockets at

Brubl:m is, K:ku::hi doesn't
know how to express his indig-
nation in Japan's October 2
national elections. He's unde-
cided, and his wife is planning
to vote again, reluctantly, for
the ruling conservatives.

"It's a common pattern these
days: Prime Minister taro
Hashimoto's Liberal Demo-
cratic Pml‘; is leading in the
polls, but that seems tu be be-
cause many vaters don't see any

other choice.

While every &{ including
Hashimutu s, is oflering a re-
form platform of cutting gov-
ernment waste and corruption,
many Japanese have concluded,
Le%h y or wrnngljr, that none is

ling the truth.

"l don't want to vote for any
of them.,” said Sachiko
Takeuchi as she shopped in
Tokyo's Ginza district. "Parties
keep splitting up and reforming
but I don't trust them."

A large protest vote in the
election — for example, a strong
sho by the Japanese Com-
munist Party — could force
Hashimoto to carry out his
vague promises of reform, in-
c:luding his plan to cut the num-
ber of t ministries in
half.

That could mean a faster
breakup of J v:E 1 bu-
reaucracy, ich foreign com-

with little to

economic su

panies have long criticised for
impeding. imports.
More likely, however, the
election will result in more
ridlock in the world's second-
argest economy. Divided coali-
tions of conservatives and re-
formers would continue as they
have for the past three years,
ow for the strug-

The prolonged political tur-

moil represents one side of a

Japan that is undergoing a-
wrenching

transition from the
decades when it marched to
status.
For most of those years, the
nation was under the stable rule
of the conservative Liberal
Democrats, who alone
from 1955 until last general
\t:hlecum in 1993 when they lost
eir liamentary majority.
Ehgr then, humer}fﬂ 4

has seen its economy stuck in

the doldrums under four differ-
ent prime ministers., with
Hashimoto taking over in Jan-
uary. And it has suffered the
trauma of last year's devastat-
ing Kobe earthquake and the
terrorist attack on Tokyo's
subways — both of which were

exacerbated by  official
bungling.

It's a reflection on this
country's troubles at home that
candidates have barely even
mentioned foreign policy,
which means Japan's security
alliance with the United States
and other basic stances proba-
bly will change little.

Many Japanese train their
anger on Hashimoto's plan to
increase the national sales tax
from 3 cent to 5 per cent,
linking it to the failure of suc-
cessive prime ministers to cut
inte the broad powers of career
bureaucrats,

"We have to crush the bu-
reaucrats,” declared Kazuo
Nagamine as he pored over the
books at the fruit wholesaling
company he owns. He com-
plained about the common
practice of bureaucrats "de-
scending from heaven” into lu-
crative corporate or semi-gov-
ernmental jobs after retire-
ment.

"It's like a company: You
have to do all you can to cutl
costs, and only then do you say.
Tm sorry but we need to raise
prices,” said Shinji Koide, a
salesman at a car marker's
credit-card affiliate,

Like many Japanese, how-
ever, Koide }umpl all ulitl
cians into a one
keeps their n — nnd 80
even he doesn't rule out casting
his lot with the LDP camp.

.opin

Number of old people to
become double by 2020

GENEVA. Oct 5: The number
of old people in the world is set

to nearly double to around one
billion by 2020, creat a po-
tentialf headache for th ser-

vices, the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) said Friday, re-
ports AFP.

"Population agening has be-
come an important develop-
ment issue that reqoires urgent
action. If left unattended now, it
may have far-reaching conse-
quences for public health ser-
vices throughout the world.”
WHO said.

It attributed the increase in
both the number and pro

tion of old to a to-
wards lower mortality and
lower fertility, adding that

about 710 million of the old
people in 2020 will be in devel-
countries.
O said there were cur-
rently 540 million people aged
60 or above in the world, in-
cluding 330 million in develop-

countries.

"The rapidly growing num-
bers and rtions of older

people in %otﬂudcvcluped and
dcvelnp countries mean that
more and more people will be
entering the age when the risk
of developing certain chronic
and debilitating diseases is sig-
nificantly higher,” WHO said.

five-hour o
Veterinary -

| the nations with t

" "As such, population
nts new and serious chal-
for national and inter-
national public health,” it
added.
Quoting forecasts by inde-
ndent scientilic nisa-
ions, WHO said seven
ing countries will figure among
* biggest
mom@-_l _oi_ola peopie by

China is ex ted to have
231 mnillion o e, India
145 million., Brazil 30 million.
Indonesia 18 million, Pakistan
18 million, Mexico 15 million
and Bangladesh 14.5 million.

poepulation in Europe was set to
rise in the next cen
to 24 per cent, cent in

north America, 17 per cent in
East Asia. 12 per cent in Latin
America and 10 per cent
South Asia.

The "oldest” countries will be

-]

Japan, with 31 cent of the
ulation aged over 60 and
Ita . all

Between 1985 and 2025 the
roportion of old people in
plombia, the Philippines,

Kenya and Thailand will grow
at a rate of 300 per cent. 10
times higher than in Britain or
Sweden. WHO said.

Spookie, the first lion to
undergo heart operation

PRETORIA: Spookie

a rare white lion club, became the first

lion to undergo a dclicatc and lengthy operation to repair a
heart defect hl:!"l: Friday, veterinary surgeons said, reports AFP.

“The sur
Goldin, the
stitute where the operation was performed

cal procedure was a
of surgery at the

at success.” said

Jeremy
ateppm'tvctﬂlnary In-

"W:M]lunlykmwlnabnuttwuwnek.lflhtwiﬂnm

and if she starts ea
The four month-ol

let
awaaﬁ:rwin

" Goldin said.
cub, whose name means "little
Afrikaans, was born with a defective aorta that

the gul-

ainst the heart and caused difficulty in breathing and

It took the veterinarians more than four hours to tie off the
arch in the aorta and correct the narrowing in the gullet, Goldin

said.

‘Similar operations have been done of
man for university which

with a outcome.” a s

but not always

runs the institute said, prior the operation. "This is thc first
time that such an operation has been done on a lion.”

n heart

Spookie, the fnur-mnnth-nld u.h:l:e lion emerges from a

operation at Onderstepoort
ospital on Friday. She underwent the
operation, the first of its kind, in a bid to save her life. It
will only be known after two weeks if the little lioness
vill live.

— AFP/UNB pheto



