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WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY

'"Teachers Make the Difference’

by Principal Quazi Faruque Ahmed

“Authorities in Bangladesh should recognize that imprevement

in the social and economic status of

teachers, their living and working conditions, their terms of employment and their career prospects are
the best means of overcoming amy existing shortage of competent and experienced teachers, and

attractin

ORLD Teachers' E:f is

hﬂwr\rﬂd today.

Oct 5. throughout
the world including Bangladesh
where UNESCO Commission in
collaboration with different
Teachers' Associations has
drawn up a token programme to
observe the day. A week-long
programme has also been
drawn up by B Feder-
ation of Teachers' Associations
(BFTA) representing both the

to and retainin

in the chin
decades of exploratory t-
ings, proposals and world#ide
consultations with teachers
and lnter_i_ﬁommmcntal 0 -

isations. € ori of the -
ommendation can be traced to
as early as 1946 with a request
the ate of China at the
rst Session of the UNESCO
General Conference to "draft
and te a World Teach-
ers' Charter which would tend
to (1) ensure the material con-

government non-govern-  ditions of the teacher, (2) raise
ment school and college g moral condition, (3) protect
teachers. : freedom of teaching.
Education International As the content of the
(E.1) 272 National Declaration, the Recommenda-

Trade Unions with a member-
ship of some 23 million teach-
ers and em in education
e Tt age o o By
S€ t O

as: TEACHERS KE TH
DIFFERENCE." The President
of Education International
[E.l.) Mary Hatwood Futrell has
said, "When the uncapped po-
tential of a student meets the

liberating art of a teacher, a
miracle unfolds.” In elaborat-

tion is still one of the most im-

rtant international tools for
Elc-'inging about improvements
in teaching profession., as well
as development of education.
The 145-paragraph document is
virtually mandatory reading
for any one interested in educa-
tion.

The recommendation stai::;,
am other things: i) Since ed-
uc;ﬁugn is a service of funda-
mental importance in the gen-

ing the of the Day it bli hould be
eral public interest, it shou

hl “” :t htmh :anﬂn?ith_:ﬂu cherum recognised as a responsibility

of state...” {i) "Since education is

tional process, working today
for better schools and a better
world tomorrow. Teachers
make a difference because they
shape the future.”

October 5. is dedicated to
those who devote their lives to
their belief that ] gives
rise to liberty, that education is
the life-bleod of democracy.
The vision of a future where

ple will live together in

, tolerance and mutual
respects is not something to

an essential factor in economic
growth, educational plannin
should form an integral part

"total economic and social

planning undertaken to im-
prove living conditions.”

In adopting this Recommen-
dation, government's unani-
mously recognized the impor-
tance for every society of hav-
ing competent, qualified and
motivated teachers. Yet, accord-

to the International Labour

s, i RO Organisation (ILO), the situa-
werk aod st et ﬁuﬁm ' tion of teachers some thirty
in the t ﬂi-thll bat later has reached "an in-
g : ly low point." The ILO
. draws attention to the drastic
As a matter of fact education decline in teachers’ working

is an investment in the future of
individual and of societies. On
the eve of the 21st century, the

t to education is nothing
more than the right to partici-
pate in the life of the modern
world. Yet, while the impor-
tance of education is more

vﬁdh!rciugnizeﬂ today than
over , those who play the
central role in ing it —

conditions worldwide and the
exodus of qualified and experi-
enced teachers to better-paid
jobs. Colin N. Power, O's
Assistant Director-General for
education has said, Teachers
not only feel they are excluded
and disempowered; they often
are”. The situation of teachers

is most pressing in develo
countries where twn—third‘:' rEE‘
the world's teachers live.

ﬁ g = Wen mgr Education International
' Day is dedicated to ~ ihie yess his placed 10 ﬂlﬂi ;
ing the devoted woirien: ‘arid men workd:
on whom the education of our 1) receive the moral and ma-
children depends. terial recognition appro-
priate to their level of
Why October 5th was chosen qualifications and
as the World Teachers' Day? To responsibilities;
have a Pmcper answer to this 2) have adequate working con-
. It is n to trace ditions, including at least

origin and backgrou
the events which led to the
of UNESCO/ILO rec-

held in Paris, the Recom-
mendation was the first such
International declaration on

nd of -

basic equipment for their
task such as books. paper
and :

3 have a salary comparable
to other professions with
the same 1 of qualifica-
tions and responsibilities,
so as to make it for
them to live with dignity
on the salary from Lheir

the status of teachers in history work;

and it ted a tstep 4 have the right to form and
in defining the sibilities control their own
and l;l:.!-t':rtlngc the rights of representative

members of the teac (s} organisations,

5 have the right through
their organizations, to un-

rofession substantial number o

dertake collective bargain-
ing and where necessary
take industrial actions:

& have the right to be con-
sulted and to participate in
the formulation of educa-
tional policies;

71 receive a good initial
teacher education at uni-
versity level to prepare
them for their work as
teachers;

8 receive in-service training
and professional develop-
ment in order to keep in
touch with new findings in
their subjects and to re-
ceive continuous support
for the improvement of
their teaching methods;

9 be given prolessional and
academic freedom to find
the methods and classroom
al!‘)pmath:s that best meet
the democratically decided

objectives of the education
system, and .

have the right to receive a
reasonable pension after
retirement, which will
make it possible for retired
teachers to live in security
and dignity.

When we look into the arena

of education in Bangladesh we

find that three systems of edu-

cation are prevailing here: (1)

purely Government institu-

tions,
non-Governmental institu-
tions, (3) purely private educa-
tional institutions run on less
and profit basis (some of them
with international affiliation).

As regards formulation of an
Education Policy is concerned.
cronically and most interest-
ingly teachers at the helm of af-
fairs have not yet been con-
sulted, leave aside the question
of their participation.
Bangladesh Federation of
Teachers' Associations (BFTA)
in this regard has taken a -
tive stand that nningm
Dr. Qudrat-e-Khuda Commis-
sion Report. recommendations
and decisions taken in the field
of education during all the
regimes — Mujib, Zia, Ershad,
Khaleda and Hasina must be
taken into per considera-
tion and ated in the adop-
tion of a new on educa-
tion along with ensuring the
due participation of resen-
tatives of teachers of all phases
and on the basis of national
CONCeNnsus irres ve of party
affiliation in greater national
interest.

American Historian Hen
Brooks Adams has said., "
teacher affects eternity; he can
never tell where his influence
steps.” in the light of these
words: "Authorities in
Bangladesh should recognize
that improvement in the social
and economic status of teach-
ers, their living and working
conditions, their terms of em-
ployment and their career
prospects are the best means of
overcoming any existing short-
age of competent and experi-
enced teachers, and attracting
to and retaining in the teaching
profession substantial number
of fully qualified sOns. "

If we really bel that edu-
cation is an investment in the
[uture of individuals and of so-
cieties, it is imperative that the

existing glaring disparity and

10)

ully qualified persons."

Assgciation (BCTA).
(2) Government-aided |

discrimination in education
must end forthwith. It is found
that Bangladesh Government,
nds, on an average, 34 lac 20
thousand Taka per Govern-
ment institution whereas the
figure is only 3 lack 17 thou-
sand Taka per non-government
institution, although only 9.94
cent students are enrolled in
overnment institutions. On
the other hand 90.06 per cent
students have their education
in non-government educational
institution. Again teachers
serving in government and
non-government institutions
are paid inequally. Non-gov-
ernment teachers are paid
much less, despite the fact that
they have the same educational
qualification and experience
and follow the same curricu-
lum. So a heart-searching is
required before we take an
step in regard to education pol-
icy in this spirit of democracy
and adhere to the provisions
and principles of our constitu-
tion which unequivocally
speak in favour of the greatest
good of the greatest number.

' The writer is Secretary Gen-
eral. Bangladesh Federation of
Teachers’ Associations (BFTA)
& Bangladesh College Teachers’

progress toward
environmental
conservation.
Therefore, taxes on
toxic waste,
production of
pesticides, wasteful
use of natural
resources and
conversion of crop-
land to non-farm use
are moving to the
forefront.
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Drugs, Guns and Youngstefs

by Md Asadullah Khan

==

Once they are hooked up, they have to filch
are ﬂﬁhymﬂ!ﬁ

e N My o

and the need for money is unre

from the wallets of their parents, in
the house and selling these out to

ituation around them is extremely desperate
they jump on the streets and shops to have

their ‘M'thmgfuedoﬂian and hijjacking.

EPORTS carried by the

R newspapers in recent tim-

es about kidnapping.
assault and brutal killing of
kids mostly in their teens by
rival groups have captured the
minds of the sensible citizens.
With one recent incident of
gruesome killing ol a
charismatic young man at the
Nakhalpara market in the city
for the resistance he had put to
foil the attempt of extortion by
a group of hoodlums and more
others of the like that [ill the
pages of the dailies with searing
imaﬁes, the country. it appears,
is shuddering at the revelations
of murder and cannibalism. In
cases, it also so happens that a
gang member, because he tries
to leave the group. perhaps tired
of the grisly nature of the trade,
incurs the wrath of his former
accomplices and eventually
meets a tragic end. People were
horrified at the ineptitude of
the law enforcement personnel,
the senseless killing of inno-
cent and helpless citizens and
Lhe realization of how much
damage these brutalities. hos-
tilities and extortion spree were
doing to the country. Without a
shadow of doubt, Dhaka,
Khulna and Chittagong have
become dangerous cities in re-
cent time. Almost awash in
guns. plagued by extortionists
and addicts and most notably
torn by political hatred and
animosities, these cities are
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struggling to cope with a wave of
violence. Reports have it that
the coun ristles with guns.
some of them most sophisti-
cated which even the police per-
sonnel do not have. Part of the
problemn can be traced to indis-
criminate issuance of licenses
of fire-arms, by the previous
government and smuggling of
arms by Mafia gangs from out-
side the country.

After a thorough analysis of
such violent nature of the
youngsters, one is led to believe
that a kid's behaviour is largely
caused by the environment. In a
large measure, it is the respon-
sibility of the parents to step up
restoration uF the values that
seem to be eroding fast. Many of
the parents, especially mothers
are not giving enough time and
attention to raising their chil-
dren in a proper way. Some of
these parents who are affluent
beyond measure are given to

habits like indulgence to
drinks, party and night clubs
that definitel transFress the
limits traditiona social
norms. and family wvalues

alienating the kids from the
family and driving them disil-
lusioned. Without contradic-
tion. when the home life has the
sparkle of champagne and dis-
cos till late hours in the night,
how can the kids turn to a life
that ricliate mmoralny. ethics.
and lamily virtues? Without be-
ing mired in the muck of poli-
lies in finding out solutions to
these problems, we must fulfil
our commitment to our own
children. If we can think of our-
selves as casting a stone that
makes ripples in a pond, then
We can I a difference in our
stand and that would heal up
the wounds in the society.
Precisely speaking. only
when we realise we are hurting
these dependent members of the
society through excessive access
to wealth that are not proper at
that age. will we begin to deal
realistically with this problem
that turns out to be reaching a

menacing proportion. e
other cause ol this drift to crim-
inality is the social inequity

that exists because of jobless-
ness and draining of the last re-
sources the rer section had
to sustain a living. Welfare re-
form could have been an answer
and hope for restoring the prin-
ciples and moral fabric in such
a hopeless situation. but till
now, no government either in
the past or presemt has given
any: thought over sach a stupen-
dous pr ) K '

A section of the people have
been arguing that those who
can't parent children, must not
have them. It does not appear to
be that simple. Rather ental
rights must be evenly balanced
with parental responsibility.
People have long demanded the
government to come ahead to
ensure children's safety and
proper nurturing. The way gov-
ernment can proceed {8 to in-
volve parents in the educa-
tional process. The major ene
mies of children to-day are
missing fathers, illegal drugs,
tobacco and alcohol abuse and a
culture that inspires antisocial
and destructive behaviour in
children. These negatives work
dav and night in impoverished

towns and cities. They disrupt
the basic values that lead to
success. Only government help

cannot stem the tide. We must

Star Entertainment Guide

recall the fact that there was a
time when all the basic social-
ization forces were marshaled
to teach children choose right
from wrong, self-discipline and
the means of achieving per-
sonal success. The society had
drifted away very far from this
approach. This erosion of val-
ues has put the nation in a
quandary. The war now we
must e for our children re-
quires a good deal of sensibility, .
rudence and a look for the
uture. Undeniably true, there is
a component of morals and
values attached to it. The
sooner we can reach a consen-
sus on what those morals and
values are, the quicker we will

be able to avert a disaster that
confronts our kids.

People throughout the coun-
try cry out for stricter penalties,
harsher dispositions and better
ways to stop youthful terrors. In
some cases, as we have heard
about the Shantinagar and

Nakhalpara killings in recent

times. these young kids consid-
ered as threads to the society
are being killed by their peers.
This tragic drama does not end
here, there are thousands more
waiting to happen unless fam-
ily values are restored. Pre-
cisely speaking, it is not these
kids who are at fault but it is
their parents who need
reprisals. If these parents would
have devoted the same time, en-
ergy. resources and money that
they did to confront other
crises, things would never have
been so bad.

In making an analysis of the
drug trade that is feared boom-
ing up throughout the country
and that tends to destroy the
societal norms, we see that this
trade has become the nation's
neweslt and most frightening
job programme. Lured by the
easy money that it can fetch,
the country's young population
are gradually {re.ing rawn into
this trade. But they have grown
up in fatherless homes or im-
poverished surroundings
watching their mothers strug-
gling hard to eke out a living.
With the unemployment rate
for the teenagers rising at 60 per
cent. little work is available to
unskilled, and uneducated
youths. The handful of jobs that
are available, to these rest
group, as errand boys, packing
groceries, and crushing stones
of breaking bricks for the con-
struction works pay only
mintmum wages hardly suffi-
ciemni te keep tham alive, Most
cogently. these youngsters turn
to the most lucrative option
they can find. In rapidly grow-
ing numbers, they are becoming
the new criminal recruits of the
booming trade of drug-sale and
drug addiction. Newspapers in
recent times have carried re-

orts of Phensedyl syrup.
Eathcdﬁnt. TGJC injection and
other drugs being smuggled into

the country pin-pointing a ris-
ing tren in drug-related
crimes.

In the last few years since
these drugs have appeared in
the country, this has virtually
shredded what was left of the
tatlored social fabric. Shock-
ingly. in many cases, law en-
forcement personnel are alleged
to be in league with this crimi-
nal trade. It is said that recently
on the basis of a report pub-
lished in the newspapers that
the drug trade in Aricha ghat

had increased alnrnllnﬂf}'_. ‘the
high officials from Dhaka after
ail on the s check in these
river ghats could establish link
of some law enforcers there
with this trade. Reports have it
that some police personnel at
Doulatdia and N ghats -
have been withdrawn for their
g'llll:g:d : involvement in
ensedyl smuggling cases.

However, confirmed r
are available that t are
also dominating in the drug
business. Drug trade was always
there in the country. Most wor-
risome, drug lords are pulling
in kids under 16. The possible
cause of linking children under
16 is that the thugs who founded
the crack trade had recognized
that young teens do not run the
risk of mandatory jail sen-
tences that courts hand out to
older dealers. Juveniles in all
countries in a sense provide a
uniquely recyclable labour pool
almost worki like a revolv-
ing door. Shockingly true, lured
by fast money, little labour and
a thrill associated with this
trade, youngsters are being
drawn in and ending up their
lifes in this bed of crime.

It is hardly surprising that
much of the violence in the
country is drug-fueled. They
have also access to fire-arms.
Gang shootouts causirig deaths
in different areas are reported
quite frequently in the dailies.
On many occasions, of course
the victims are innocent by
standards. As one study by a so-
cial group points out, "you put a
gun in kid's hands, and they are
more dangerous than adults.
They just don't realize the value
of life or how easy it is to kill
some one.” Drugs, guns and
youths are an extremely lethal
mixture. Administration as
well as the conscious citizens
have been stunned by the
grotesque nature of the crimes.
Often torturing rivals goes to
such extent that they even pour
alcohol or salt on the victim's
open wounds. Reports are also
that often teenage drug-addict
denizens even indulge in video-
taping their group-sex!

People no longer has any
reason to believe that drug re-
lated horror in the country is
exclusively an under-privileged
class problem. There is a terri-
ble symbiosis between the
wealthy addicts and under class
youngster. True, privileged kids
venturing into the under class
area spend a lot of money and
largely responsible for the
booming drug business.

Many meritorious students
studying in the schools colleges
and universities are also be-
coming drug addicts. Once they
are hooked up. they have to
filch money from the wallets of
their parents. in some cases
they are taking away the orna-
ments from the house and sell-
ing these out to meet their "de-
mand of drug”! When situation
‘arblihd tHem is extremely des-

emte sy the nged {or mouey
is unrelenting, they jump on the'’
streets and shops 1o have their
share’ through extortion and
hijacking,

Unfortunately. while most
of the youngsters derailed by
this abusive habit are appar-
ently vicious, many of them
have first-rate intellects that in
a better environment could
have been put to healthier use.
"What is really l'rlghtening“.
says one social study group. 'is
that the kids who are drawn
into this trade are the bright
youngsters, the articulate ones.”

But these addicted young-
sters, by the time they reac
adult-hood. have given up on
the dream of leading normal
lives free from crime and bru-
tality. They don't have any
hope. They are unmoved by the
sane notion that drug dealing
and drug addiction can only
seticd them to prison or grave.
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