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Rush of teenagers at a video game shop in the city

Video games lure children

Shumon is only eightl years
old. But he works like a man
and behaves as responsibly as
an adult. The street boy sells
drinking water and earns Tk.
20 to 25 a day. He brings the
money back to his family living
on a pavement. The day he
earns some takas extra he does
not forget to bring some choco-
lates for his three sisters,

That was until recently.

Nowadays, Shumon sells the
water alright but he brings less
money back home. His sisters
do not get the chocolates,

His parents suspect some-
thing has gone wrong. Where
does the money go? Is Shumon
eating the money up?

The boy doesMRot have any
satisfactory answer.

So, one day the parents, fol-
lowed their child after his
work. found Shumen in a
sleazy shop in a lane in Mo-
hammadpur area where he was
playing video games.

"We finally were able to find
out where the y was going,"
said Shumon's father Abdul
Alim. who is a pushcart driver.

Shumon is not alone. His
friend Maruf has got the same
story. Thousands of street
urchins in capital Dhaka have
become addicted to video games,
mushrooming in lanes and by-
lines.

Another minor boy. Kader,
son of a rickshawpuller in
Shahjanpur area. said he plays

out of homes, schools

By A S M Oliullah

at least two ’iam:a daily. "1 leel
uncommiortable if 1 can't go to
the video shop. | enjoy it very
much.” he said.

When asked aboul the source
of money, he smiled and said:
‘Sometimes 1 pick it up from
my father's el. He of course
beats me up whenever he knows
about it”".

The video games have be-
come a centre ol attraction not
only to the poor buiys. Children
from middle class lamilies who
can't afford home videos are
skipping schools and spending
hours in playing video gaimnes.
They spend their Liffin money
and sometimes they don't hesi-
tate to steal money from their
parents.

News Network gathered that
the city has got around 1000
video game shops. cashing in
from thousands of school going
children, mestly frem the poor
families. Interestingly. most of
the shops are closer to slums.

“You will rarely find a lane
or bylane in the city where the
video game shops have not
growmn up, They are s:'mﬂ;r ruin-
ing the school going children,”
said an aggrieved mother in
Pearabagh in Maghbazar.

Asif. a 12-year-old student of
a Government Primary School
at Maghbazar, entered a video
Famc shop on his way home

rom the school with the school
bag on his shoulder. Flanked by
his school mates, Asif was play-
ing games with absolute atten-

lali

— Stur photo

tion. He playved his games and
evenn when he was nol playing
he watched with rapt attention
his [riends. He forgot about his
meM back from school.

Asif told this corres ent
that he collects money (rom his
mother or picks it up from his
father's pocket.

It's not only the money the
children are squandering. They
are picking up bad habits too.
The games are mostly about fa-
tal combats. They learn fight-
ing with each other. In the pro-
cess they use abusive language
among themselves.

"Since there is no control on
the video games. the children
are picking up bad habits. They
Urow more aggressive. It is also
411 addiction as bad as the drug
addiction.” said Nurun Nahar
Begum. a school teacher.

The shops are usually filthy.
dark and devoid ol ventilation.
The children pass hours after
hours in the dark that also af-
fects their eyes in addiction to
creating other health hazards.

Owners of some video game
shops said most of their cus-
tomers were children ol poor
families. A shop earns, on an
i—.wtr?e, between Tk 400 and Tk
500 daily

The business is not only con-
fined within the capital city. It
is spreading to mulassil towns
or even to rural areas where
there is electricity.

— News Network
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Tea planters urge govt
to ensure security

Tea planters of the country
vesterday met with Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed and submitted a set of

oposals for improving the
aw and order situation in the

UNB.
delcgt of the Bang-
ladeshiyo Cha Sangsad. the
association of the tea planters.
apprised the minister of the
developments following the
recent kill[srng of a garden
m.l{:jer in Sreemangal area.
by Sangsad Chairman
AQIl Chowdhury. the delegation
also included former chairman
Laila Rahman Kabir, Ahmedul
Kabir. A Rouf. Ahmed Shafi
Chowdhury, M Wahidul Haq.
Karim and NU Khan.
¢ tea planters informed
the minister that the entire in-
dustry faced with a serious
threat because of the killing of
Iftekhar Hasan, a tea garden
manager of James Finlay PLC
of the UK.

The minister commmunicated
with the Home Minister and ar-
ranged a joint meeting at his
chamber. * Home Secretary
and the Inspector General of Po-
lice were also present in the
meeting.

The planters appreciated the
ineasures already taken and
hoped that the government
wotild take necessary steps to
nab the culprits and create a se-
cure environment in the tea
garden areas.

They drew the attention oi
tnt home minister to the fact
that miscreants with
modern fir:arm:T::wtmdt fre-
quently from across the border
— mainly from Kachar district
and Tripura — and requested
Lthe government to take neces-

steps to stop it.
also ur the govern-
nm':rtn set up 10 more m.ltmpnﬂl
in the tea Faﬂ:lﬂll ;
tional police force a equip
them with modern vehicles and
communication facilities.

Posting of two meore Eolitf
supers in Habiganj and Moul-
vibazar districts only for the

tea gardens, posting of a b]:tda.[
magistrate to dispose ol the
cases in the areas and giving
firearmns licences according to
the requirement of garden
management were the other
recommendations made by the
delegation.

It also called for providing
telecommunications facilities
to each garden and sanctioning
frequency to use walkie-talkie
for inter-garden communica-
tions and communications
with the police administration.

The Sangsad. the associa-
tion of the tea garden owners.
requested permission for de-
ploving Ansars whenever nec-
essary on government rate and
keeping provision for nominat
ing two members in the district
council by the Cha Sangsad In
the districts having tea gardens

Indemnity

From Page |

{ust transformed into a mere
aw like other martial law or-
ders, regulations and ordi-
nances under the lifth amend-
ment, but was not made a part
of the Constitution,

Khasru said although the
fifth amendment was incorpo-
rated in the fourth schedule un-
der Article 150 of the Constitu-
tion, every ordinance, martial
law orders or regulations were
not included or made part of the
Constitution separately.

As a result, the Indemnity
Ordinance, at best, got the sta-
tus of general law and the ple-
nary power of the d was
not at all curtailed to repeal the
ordinance, he said.

Khasru said that many laws
including the Upazila system
which were promulgated by the
martial aw government
through
amendments were later re-
Et::lcd by simple majority in
The state minister pointed
out that different measures
taken up during the War of Lib-
eration only for the greater na-
tional interest were exempted
under Article 46 of the Consti-
tution. He said the Indemnity
Ordinance of Khondker Mosh-
tagque was not included in Arti-
cle 46 of the Constitution by
amendment.

The state minister called
upon the lawyers not to create

debates r
the Ind Ordinance which
could be easily repealed by a
simple majority vote in the

Jnl.g ‘
tive and spirit of Article
the Constitution is to give

coverage to all the “ﬂ:] e:I:
between March 26,

undertaken by the Bangl
971 and December 16, 1972.

In such circumstances, he
the Indemnity

Mosh-
but any martial law or-

said, not
Ordinance of

ders by constitutional amend-

ments thereafter, which were
rated in the fourth
8C ule under Article 150,

in
cannot be considered lawful.

N
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Illegal arms

factory found
By Staff Correspondent

The Detective police un-
earthed an illegal arms factory
and arrested two persons from
South Jatrabari under Demra
thana Wednesday t.

Acting on a tip off, the police
raided the house and arrqed
Alamgir Kabir and Roman
Ahmed as they made arms and
sold these to the terrorists, the
police said.

According to the arrested
?crsnns, police then recovered
rom the house one .22 bore re-
volver, four rounds of bullets,
two barrels of guns, two barrels
of pipe guns, a drill machine
used for making arms and a
large number of spare parts.

3 muggers held
in Ctg: Arms

recovered

CHITTAGONG, Oct 3: Panch-
laish police arrested three
muggers and recovered one
lightgun and three cartridges
from their possession at Sho-
lashahar here today, reports
BSS. '

Police said, the muggers
stopped two passersby at gun

nt and the passersby raised

ue and cry which drew the at-
tention of other pedestrians.

The muggers were surrounded
E{}d severely beaten by the peo-
ple.

Maghbazar phone
exchange staff

£0 on rampage

A group of employees of
Maghbazar telephone exchange
went on age yesterday and
kept its main gate under lock
and key for few hours, reports
UNB.
Bo;!lm release of the T&T
: said the employees, ear-
lier sued following an incident

Lthe ers [rom entering into
office in the morning.
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Y unus to receive
Simon Bolivar

Prize Oct 16

The Director-General ol UN-
ESCO Federico Mayor will
award the 1996 International
Simon Bolivar Prize to
Muhammad Yunus, president of
the Grameen Bank on October
16 in Paris, says a UNESCO
press release.

The UNESCO awards the
USS25.000 prize every two
years to persons who have
worked to promote "freedom.
independence and dignity of

oples.” Since 1983, laureates

ave included Nelson Mandela
of South Africa, Vaclav Havel of
the Czech Republic, Julius Ny-
erere of Tanzania and Ms Aung
San Suu Kyi of Myanmar.

According to the press re-
lease, Yunus was selected for the
award for his action to help
eliminate poverty and improve
the status of women in rural ar-
eas of Bangladesh., Founder of
the Grameen Bank, Yunus in-
veuled the "micro-credit” sys-
tem. By making micro-credit
loans available without guar-
antee, es to women, who
are excluded from the tradi-
tional system of credit.

Kibria
From Page 1

policy imperatives but also i
R;nﬂding additional rcsnusr?:cg

Kibria welcomed the initia-
tive to make ESAF a continuing
facility and informed the meet-
ing that B desh has decided
to coniribute 1.2 million US
dollar to ESAF despite the
country's resource constraint.

The minister, however,
noted with concern the alarm-
ing signs of a continuous de-
crease in the flow of conces-
sional resources to the develop-
ing countries as official drwcf
opment assistance (ODA) fell in
real terms for six successive

years.

Official assistance, he said,
amounted to about 0.27 per cent
of the developed countries'
combined GNP, the lowest ratio
since the United Nations

adopted a target of 0.70 cent
in 1970. o o

As most developing coun-
tries failed to attract foreign
private capital, they will have

in the short to medium

to mﬂrhﬂihze lﬁw IW

necessary to bui main-

tain physical and social over-

z‘u’f required for sustainable
lopment.

Round-table told

Country needs an
integrated local
govt system
By Staff Correspondent

People from different pro-
fessional groups {rﬂtrniay ex
pressed the view that the coun-
try needed an integrated [our-
tier local government system
under which the elected repre-
sentatives would formulate de-
velopment policies and the gov-
ernment servants would im-
plement them.

The views were expressed by
different professionals on the
second d[;}r of the four-day
round-table conference organ-
ised by the Local Governmennt
Commission (LGC) to seek the
opinions of a cross section of
people on the possible composi-
tions. powers and functions of
the local government bodies.

The participants, however,
felt that the success ol the local
government would depend on
an effective working relation
between the peoples representa-
lives and bureaucrats, accord-
ing to conference sources.

Md Rahmat Ali. MP, chair-
man of the Local Government
Commission, presided over the
discussion in which State Min-
ister for LGRD and Cooperatives
Syed Abul Hossain, commis-
sion member Fazle Rabbi, MP,
president, BCS Administrative
Association Md Ataul Huq, Na-
tional Professor Dr Nurul Is-
lam, former secretary M Mah-
bubuzzaman. noted social or-
ganiser Begum Khusi Kabir.
chairman of Sylhet Municipal-
ity Badruddin Kamran. chair-
man, Dinajpur Municipality
Md Mohsin and social worker
Prof M Asaduzzaman took part.

Addressing the session LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister Zil-
lur Rahman said there was no
alternative to a strong and rep-
resentative local govermnment
structure for intensifying eco-
nomic activities of the people,
expanding scope of employment
and alleviating rural poverty.

One held with
revolver from
DB office compound

A man, who identified him-
self as journalist. was arrested
along with an illegal foreign-
made revolver from the DMP
Public Relations Department
here yesterday. reports UNB.

On suspicion, police chal-
lenged A F M Fayezullah at the
office and recovered the .25 re-
volver loaded with five bullets,
said a DMP press release.

It said Fayezullah came at
the PR department. inside the
compound of the DB office, at
about 1 pm and hurled abuses at
the Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and his family members,
including Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

Ctg City Corpn |

to be expanded

CHITTAGONG. Oct 3. The
Chittagong City Corporation
will be expanded to 120 square

milles soon from the existing 60
u-?uarr miles with the inclusion
ol 17 unions of live adjacent
thanas, r BSS.

This was disclosed by Chit-
tagong city Mayor Alhaj] A B M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury while
exchanging views with the
chairmen ol the union pari-
shads of Anwara. Patiya, Ha-
thazari, Boalkhall and Sita-
kunda thanas at the corpo

ration auditorium here today, a |

corporation press release said.
¢ mayor said to expand
the city corporation area was
one of his main election pledges
as well as one of the Eg-pnint
demand for development of
Chittagong city. He further said
when pro unions would be
inclu in the corporation. the
population of the city would
also increase to about lakh.
The mayor also declared
that no new taxes would be im-
posed on the people in new ar-
eas until civic amenities were
ensured, the press release

added

BNP leaders

From Page 1

Abotit some press reports re-
Jarding dl‘ﬂpﬁillg of some 1uen)-

rs lrom the BNP Standing
Commitiee, Eart Secretary
General Abdu Mannan

Hhuiyan issued a statement yes-
terclay saying that those reports
were not based on truth.

Rafiqul Islam Mia, a mem-
ber of the BNP Standing Com-
Egtt{e&. said no discus?]ign was

d on reor 1zing t COITl-
mittee in its 'ﬁgﬁ.lay's meeting.

"We ac discussed about
the possible programmes mark-
ing the historic November 7."
said another Commiit-
tee member of the party.

Former secret general of
the party Abuds Salam

. Talukder told The Daily Star

last t. "no such discussions
took place in the party forum
that some members of Standing
Committee are going to be

dro ah

gﬂePd leader and a former
minister Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain said "reports carried by
a section of the press that
Standing Committee itself dis-
cussed about its reshuffling
sounded silly to me". He ex-
plained that as per the party
constitution the chairperson
herself is authorised to make
any charges in the party Stand-
ing Committee. "She (Begum
Khaleda Zia) does not necessar-
ily needs to consult the Stand-
ing Committee about its reshap-
ing".

When contacted, Majid-ul
Hugq said, "I am keenly observ-
ing the developments”, He, how-
ever. declined to make any fur-
ther comment at "this stage”.

tout.lhse

State Minister for Foreign

Allairs Abul Hasan Chewdhury

has ur Bangladesh missions
ain'oacﬁtﬂuj play an active role in

changing the country's flood
and cyclone-torn’' image to
boost economic growth and
come out of the poverty trap.
"The government can not
implement the task at home
alone.” the state minister said
while inaugurating a day-long
seminar on Bangladesh For-

eign Policy Ehlllcr?mlnd
ortunities’ hel at the

angladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) in the {::’y yesterday .

He reguested the country's
envoys abroad to disseminate
information on the investment

unities at home to attract
more foreign entrepreneurs.

The inaugural session was
also addressed by among others
Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob-
han, Barrister A K H Morshed
Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors ol BIISS, and Brig ZA
Khan. Director General of the
BIISS,

The state minister said for-
mulation of a viable develop
ment strategy to utilise eco-
nomic nﬂmﬂumtm Was a ma
jor challenge Bangladesh was
now lacing.

The inister sald the
essence ol the present govern-

BNP trying to
cover up
failure: AL

By Staff Correspondent

BNP is now raising its voice
against transit and power im-

ri Lo cover up ils miserable
aflure' in realising ‘hw share ol
ihe Ganges water fromn India
and to conceal its reported ini-
tiatives to provide transit facil-
ity to India and import power
[rom her.

is was said in a statement
iss yesterday by the ruling
Awami League, protesting a
BNFP statement on Wednesday
on the Prime Minister's TV pro-
gramme 'Sabinaye Jiggasha’
telecast live on October 1.

The AL said BNFP showed a
‘negative attitude' towards the
government's 'courageous ini-
tiative' as regards its account-
ability and kept guiet about a
BTV amme offered to the
Leader ol the ng:{aium, simi-
lar to that of the ;

The Al statement said that
BNP had ’'sweepingly' termed
the PM's programme a stage-
managed and her speech
'untrue and distortion of histo-

ry'.

AL. however., admitted that
there were some ’little flaws' in
that BTV programme.

College student

Froim Page 1
ing to the college at around
11.15 am, police said. He died

on the spot.

The an students of the
college and local people in
protest set fire to the bus, dam-

aged at least ten other vehicles
and barricaded the bus Dhakahﬂ_ ;
Chittagong highway lor abou

an-huafr, police added.

The body was first taken to
the Demra thana and later it
was sent to the Dhaka Medical
Cn]legc{ Hospital (DMCH)
morgue for autopsy.

II:‘E:.'-Illllma arrested the driver,
Mohammad Delwar Hossain,
and seized the bus. A case has
been registered with the Demra
thana.

In another accident, a
pedestrian was killed when a
speeding truck ran over him at
North Badda yesterday.

The victim identified as Lal
Miah, 65, died on the spot.

PM opens BATEXPO

. From Paﬁe 1

made garment industry has
created a conducive environ-
ment for invesiment in the
country's textile sector and said
both public and private sectors
would have to take concerted ef-
forts for the development of the
textile sector.

The prime minister also an-
nounced that her government
would provide nece sup-

t tupattract h-nth“i:gl gd
orc?n capital in this sector.

"From now on, the main re-
sponsibility of the diplomats
will be to increase in-
vestment in the country and
create international markets
for the country-made products,”
she T?Iajd.

e private entrepreneurs,
she added, will have to play the
pion role for utilising ap-
propriate tec , introduc-
ing :fﬂﬂmthct m;nag&mpﬂ:al:m-
proving uality cts
and manlvgl expansion of the

industry.

Fnint:lngn at the government
measures to encourage exports,
the prime minister said the tax
at source for was halved
and various astructural fa-
cilities have been ensured.

She said the of im-

port duty was reduced to 45

4 cent from 50 per cent in

with the global trend of trade
liberalisation. In case of in-
come tax, the limit of supple-
men income was rals:tg and
of corporate tax reduced.

The government, she said,

has also taken specific steps to
ensure uninterrupted supply of
power and other fuels, Ei)rovlde
telecommunication and other
infrastructural facilities, and
the transport system.

Hasina said her government
has also taken "toughest mea-
sures” to curb terrorism,. extor-

~tion and other crimes to create

a peaceful and secured atmo-
sphere for rapid industrialisa-
tion and to increase invest-
ment.

About the readymade gar-
ment industry, she said the
sector has been greatly con-
tribut to creation of jobs,
currently employing some 12

lakh e. of whom 90
it Lats 2l

Mentioning the remarkabie
success of the sector, Hasina
said major of the coun-
iry's c:mt earning comes
through sector. The success
of the sector, she ., would
inspire other industries to in-
crease production.

On problems of the ready-
made garment sector, the prime
minister said the government is

'96 in city

much sympathetic towards
solving the problems for fur-
ther lopment and expan-
sion of the sector.

She directed the authorities
concerned to submit recom-
mendation shortly about the
problems of the sector and said
steps would be taken to hand
over plots for the proposed BG-
MEA complex and hospital for

t workers.

Speaking on the occasion,
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed said the ex-
port-oriented nt industry
was heavily dependent on im-
ported raw matérials.

After further liberalisation
of trade me. it would be dif-
ficult for the sector to keep up
its growth, he said and sug-
ﬁ.tr.d to build up backward

to reduce dependence.
hlalTl:kiln all mﬂn teps t::
B
attract foreign investment in
the country and remove the in-
vestment-related for
rapid industrialisation.
State Minister for Jute and

aes Beitiiny vod D '*"“"‘..ﬁ‘
merce ary

Farrouk Chowdhury, BGM
rrnhhn-t Redwan med and
ts first vice president Sha-

habuddin Ahmed Chowdhury
also addressed the function.

‘Seminar on foreign policy at BIISS

By Staff Correspondent

ment s fore
economic di
to UNB.

He said in the post-Cold War
era, ign policy was being in-

policy will lwe

used as a device of

C
influencing the policies of other
states to Maximise eCcoOnoOMmMIc
benefits

This dimension of diplo-
. he said. more often re-
ga as “economic diplo-
macy. is gaining more and
more ance in attaini
the trmutm gnahly
states at the global level.
Dwelling on the water re-

sources, he said Bangladesh was

‘unable’ to design. implement
manage and develop projects in
this sector without active conp-
eration from India which con-
trols the flows of the common
rivers.

He. however. hoped the two
countries might reach a resolu-

tion of the water sharing prob-
lemn before the t:omingrg'y Sea -

SOn.
Chowdhury pointed out that

Bangladesh's march a the
path of démocracy was diflicult

as economic and political insti-

lutiomis i Lhe society were siill
under-developed.

Far Sobhan said, eco-
nomic mnacy was one of the
main components of Bangla-

Nari Samaj rally
blasts repression
on women 1n
Atfghanistan

Sammilito Nari Samaj. an
uinbrella body of women organ-
isations, s demonstration
here yesterday protesting the
repressive measures on woimen
in Afghanistan by the Taliban
ﬁ#gia government, reports

. Nari Samaj brought out a
ocession and held a r in
t of the Jatiya Press in
the allernoon. It was addressed,
among others, by Laila Arzu-
maind Banu, Farida Akhter.
a Kabir, Krishna Chanda

and Shamsunnahar Jyotsna.
Addressing the rally, leaders
of the organisation called for
an immediate end to the re-
pression on women and misuse

of Islamic 'shariah’ in
Afghanistan. They al de-
manded trial of the of
Yasmin.

Meanwhile, Naripakkha, a
leading women organisation, in
a statement yesterday con-
demned the violation of human
rights and repression on
women by the Taliban militia
government in Afghanistan.

Crude arsenic

From: Page 1
the ministry 1o sell it an auc-
tion.” he said.

It was reported in The Daily
Star on September 22, quoling
scientists of the Bangladesh
Alomic Energy Commission,
that arsenic had long been used
in the country indiscrimi-
nately. The scientists empha-
sised on taking accountability
of all im arsenic in the
country and also testing sam-
ples for the causes
of arsenic contamination of

nd water. Hundreds of shal-

w tubewells have been sealed
off across the country after ar-
senic contamination was re-

ported

From Page 1

lowances as a member of the
fifth parliament. He was not al-
| to attend ils sessions.

The lormer president is serv-
ing sentences in two cases in
which he was jailed for 13
years. However, his appeal is
pending with the higher courts.

Recently, he was bailed by
the H Court in a corruption
case. The Attorney General did
not oppose his bail prayer in
thiat caﬁ arguing that he had
served almost half of his sen-
Tenee.

Nobel Prize

From Page 1

in the Polish city of Krakow.

“l am very happy. | am hon-
oured but at the same time
stunned and a little bit fright-
ened with what awaits me.”

told Poland's Ra-
dio Zet, in her first reaction,
from the Polish mountain re-
sort of Zakopane where she was
vacationing.

“I'm afraid [ will not have a

uiet life for some time now.

d this is what | prize the

The Swedish Ac . in its
official citation, said she has
been described as the "Mozart of

ry” who also combines
something of the fury of
Beethoven” in her work.

Szymbeorska is the fourth
Pole to win a literature Nobel,
following H:nm Sienkiewicz
in 1905 W t
in 1924 and Czeslaw in
1980,

acy. according

| Ershad ;

Dhaka needs development strategy
economic opportunities

desh's policy which

should be executed through
changing the country’s 'negative
imagi_;'iand developing profe-
ssionalism among the diplo-
mats working abread.
Barrister A K H Morshed
said the of water-shar-
ing has to be addressed not
merely in terms of mathemati-
cal formula but in terms of in-
stitutional that as-

SLHES a {m tlanq-u:c_r

UNDP

From Page |
in Kishoreganj was
n a

s :

He also spoke m-

Human Rights Institute F‘*ﬂ

and parliament's role for the

B;rnmntmﬂ ol democracy in
angladesh.

UN under -

eral sought Cmpﬂm

BNF in the im tion of

projeci

the UNDP-a !
In reply. m Zia readily
agreed to allout coopera-

tion and hoped that the UN
agencies and world community
would keep watch on "“rampant
violation of human is" so
that BNP workers are able to
cooperate fully in nation-build-

ing activities and help promote
stability in the mAh.mg
Rafeeuddin Was ac-
companied by Acting Country
Representative of the UNDP in
Dhaka Michael Cerestable.
HNP standing committee
meniber M Saifur Rahman MP,
secretary general Abdul Man-
ian Bhulyan and adviser

Rezaul Karim were present on
the occasion.

Dhaka demands
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opi Jelermiiing the final status
ol Jernisaken and take other
ropriaie steps for the esta
ishment of a Palestinian state
with Jerusalem as its .
Azad welcomed the recent
elections in Bosnia and lauded
the people there for their
termination to carry h:p-'
the momentum of peace process
in Bosnia-Herzegovina as laid
down in the Dayton accord. He
expressed the hope that the
spirit of reconciliation would
succeed to dissuade the negative
cthnic sentiments oo might

hinder nation-building in
Bosuia-Herzegovina.
Commenting on recent de-
velopments in Afghanistan, the
foreign minister reiterated
B adesh's firm commitment
to the policy of non-interfer-
ence in the domestic affairs of
other states. He said the current
problems of Afghanistan
should be resolved by the people
oi Afghanistan t
through peaceful negotiations
between all the parties con-
cerned within the framework of

a united Afghanistan. |

Appeal referred

pptlllan lhmi ted
The appe t su t in
his petition that Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed is goinf to
take oath as the President on
October 8 and if the v
not disposed of before the
same will become infractuons.
d Mﬁtﬁm ]:ttﬂiﬂ'lslktjﬂi
ique writ

the division bench of the HC,
comprising Justice M M Hugq
and Justice Abdul Matin, ini-
tially issued a rule nisi, but on
August 19 by a judgement dis-
ch the same.

HC also issued a certifi-
cale to the petitioner for which
he il to file a petition for

leave to .lpggali But he filed the

appeal on 1
Barrister Azmalul Hossain

and Advocate M A Wahab

ared for the :j)ﬂ:ﬂ.lnt
gftomc}r'ﬂm S Nabi on
behalf of the government and

Advocate-on-Record Aftab Hos-
sain for the Election Commis-

sion were present.

Taher Thakur
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day remand of the accused. The
court, however, granted an
eight-day remand.

Police sources said. the then
Resident Personal Secretary to
Bangabandhu Mahitul Islam
(B 50534, 146, 324, 307 and
(B), 302, 34, 149, :

109 of the BPC on Wednesday
night at 9.30 pm with the
Dhanmondi thana accusing
more than 14 r-m-.:dthh;
killing of Banga u

famﬁ% members. These sec-
tions cover charges of murder,
criminal conspiracy and at-
tempt to murder with common

intention.
The 14 s include: late
president Khandker Mushtaq

former army officers, M
Faruk. Maj ul Huda.
Noor. Maj Jalil, Maj Ra .
Maj Shahriar, Pasha. Maj
Shauful Hossain, Kismat,
Major Rashed C ury and
Risaldar Moslehuddin.

dence for nearly two hours
Taheruddin was State Min-
ister both in 'S



