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Student Politics

by A Ehsan Satu

O

not. | answered in the negative
which surprised him.

"l know too little about poli-
tics to get involved in it." Then

he informed, “You don't need to

understand it and besides,
there's nothing to understand,

all you have to do is to su a

party you like and work for
them."

our country.

In our country, student poli-
tics is unusual. When a
student of school gets him-
self involved in it, to him, it's
something cool to do. At that
age, every boy, wants some ad-
venture, some power, and -
tics gives him just that. pet

A student who does active
politics, can have much power
and can posses arms. en a
boy enjoys that much freedom
and r. he can't think
str t any more. He wants to
solve all his problems using his
power, or in another words

NE day a friend of mine
Inc,uircd whether [ was
politically biased and
favour any particular party or

This is what student
politics mean to the students of

 misusing it, which obviousl

results in this violence. This is

one of the most important rea-

sons why student politics is
harmful. It harms a student's
career too, when a student is '
involved in politics, he has to
litical activities

attend many
and rallies h is bound to
hamper his studies. This ulti-
mately results in using illegal
means in the exam. Sometimes
he may even dare to use his po-
litical to finish term.
At our age, we don't under-
stand politics quite well to
ractice it. St t life is to
Enow about politics, not to do
it. We all love our country and
want to see it tg:ulper. We
should support party that
would y work for her pros-
perity without any self interest.
I've seen of my friends
ruin their lives nlnﬁ politics,
rather believing the wrong
ideal. And I think if we can't
stop this so-called student poli-
tics, now then it is never. We
won't have a peaceful environ-

ment to study for a long, |
time until it % ends. e
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Quotations
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Turn from the glittering bribe thy scornful eye,

Nor sell for gold what gold could never buy

Chance

Samuel Johnson

A chance may win what by mischance was Rshi
Southwell

Chance and valour are blended in one.

Virgil

An ounce of luck is better than a pound of wisdom.
*Yatin Proverb
[t looks as Lhm&gh blind chance ruled all things. Our smallest

actions may allect profoundly

have nothing to do with us.

the whole lives of people who

Somerset Maugham

| Even they

T the of the fo-
otball season | thought
that, there won't be any
soccer ball rolling this year at
the Dhaka Stadium.

But suddenly, 1 was proven
wrong, by our Honourable
Sports Minister's declaration
'Friends. adeshis, country
men lend me your ears | came
to roll football not to bury it?
(oops sorry | think I mixed it up
wtlﬁsMark Antoney's speech).

The football season started
very late this year, at this time
of the year the football league
was su to end. But or-
tunately the football league
started at mid August and I
think it will finish in Novem-
ber.

The football league started
haphazardly this year. We can
say that despite many irregu-
larities, the footb is still
rolling at a turtle's pace.
Bangladesh football Federation
has ho ng football.
can't make the game
schedule properly. There was
trouble with the binding sys-
tem, trouble in the match be-
tween Mohammedan and
Brother's Union, trouble with
referees, trouble with Asian
football confederation. It
seems, that whenever there is
football there is trouble. The
Senior Division or Premier Di-
vision started from the 12th of
Auﬁuﬂ. it was scheduled upto
15th of September without any
break, but due to the relentless
number of problems this year,
the league might not be over be-
fore mid November. And as the
cricket season is coming by,
cricket will be played on one
side and football on the other,
and you know we won't mind if

football breaks the stump. or if

by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

the cricket ball crash land on
Shabbir or Munna's head.

As the league progresses, it is
beco more and more inter-
esting 10 teams are playing in
the senior division. Abahani,
last year's champion wants to
win the cup this year also, so
that they can make a record of
winning the title for the second
time. Well, there is Mo-
hammedans their archrival,
who wants to stop them from
winning the Cup. Muktijoddha
and Brother's union is also
playing quite good.

An the giant killers
Farashganj, Arambagh, Agrani
Bank, Youngmens Fakire I
are doing fine with their sharp
teeth ready to destroy the gi-
ants.

Let us start with Abahani, in
my opinion. and also to every-
one's opinion, needs a quality
striker immediately, because
they don't have a clean striker
of ball, théy startéd olf 16 a
shaky start. They don't play a
planned %ame. They have so
many quality players and such
an able captain. but still they
can't keep steady at the time of
pressure. Their defence is also
not of much standard Abahani
is desperate to go back to its
winning days. Munna should
be back at defence he is terrible
at mid field. Though they got a
Burmese player., we didn't see
him dpln:,ring yet. Well they
should focus on their mid field
and striking zone.

Then comes the title aspi-
rants Mohammedan Sporting
Club. Mohammedan needs a
mid fielder and finisher. They
have the same problem as
Abahani, but they are a much
organised team and also they
are disciplined. and that's why

they are leading
table. The plus point for Mo-
hammedan is that they have
layers like Shabbir and Jewel
who can change the face of
the game. And If they can
their heads cool, 1 think they
might win the cup.

Next comes Muktijoddha

sad, this is one of the team,
where the players have com-
munication gap among them-
selves. They have many tal-
ented players but still they don't
manage to win. They started off

uite nicely but couldn't stay at
the winning ways. They tend to
give a lot of wrong passes, but |
think they will improve in no
time. They are on second spot
with Abahani.

Then comes Brother's
Union, this team's luck is so
bad, that [ don't want to men-
tion. They started of their
league campaign by facing all
the tough teams. They play
brilliantly from time to time,
and their way of playir{ﬁ is re-
aﬂf entertaining. But their re-
sults against the giants are not
satisfactory. They nearly man-
aged to win against Abahani
and Moham an, but misfor-
tune gripped them and they lost.
They even lost to Farashganj.
They should believe in them-
selves and they should also be
confident and | think then they
can do better,

The smaller teams like
Arambagh. Farashganj.
Youngmen's Fakirer and
Agrani Bank are playing good
brand of soccer, They should
keep up their reputation for
they have a bright future await-
ing them. They are the attrac-
tion in this years league But
they should stop playing fixed
matches. which they sometimes

in the points

The Doomed League:
Will It Ever

Referring still remains a
problem in this years league,
and this problem would never
end, because all of them are
masters in giving wrong i-
sions. In last year's league due
to the referee’'s blindness Muk-
tijodda lost to Arambagh by 2-
1. This is really pathetic. There
are many allegations against
the relerees. For example in the
match between East End and
Farashganj, referee Nasir Hos-
sain gave a lot of bad decision,
and as a result there was a fight
between the players. This does
not encourage good football.
Our officials are praised outside
for their refereeing. but at home
they are regarded as ‘cheats.”
The man in black in having a
tough time this :

akib of Muktijoddha is the
leading scorer in this year's
1 €. He scored 5 times. Mizan
of Abahani is in second posi-
tion with 4 goals, and third is
Ranjan of Mohammedan with 3

oals. Mizan scored the only

attrick in this years league. It
is really a mugh job predicting
who will win. But I can tell you
some of the nasty politics of
Bangladesh football Federa-
tion. No one in the federation is
sincere at their work. | know
this words are nothing but
putting the old wine in the new
bottle’, but this is the fact, we
are facing today. Our failure is
at every step. at has football

iven us, well | don't want to
‘blunt the stab of recollection.’
But as long as we are not sys-
tematic, we can never improve;
that's something guaranteed.
Well we can at least be in
South Asia. And keep our¥in-
gers crossed, for it is hard to
predict the future.

Common Plai',fform

- for Youngsters

by Adnan R Amin

RGANIZED by the "Ban-
gladesh Debate Federa-
tion" (BDF), it was easily
the largest gathering of young
Erumising debators in
adesh.
ith the month of Septem-
ber just around the corner, BDF
successfully held the 2nd Na-
tional Debate Festival on the
29th, 30th and 31st of August at
the public library auditorium.
It was preceded by a colorful
rally of youngsters, which
started from the public libra
and went upto the Press Clu
gremiae& Numerous young de-
ators comprising of members
from various educational insti-
tutions took part in the rally.

The Debate Festival was the
second of it's kind. The first
one being held in the year 1994,
The main objective here was to
promote debating and popular-
ize it immensely amongst the
youngsters. In the last decade or
so, the ‘art” of debating has
gained much popularity. Debat-
ing clubs were for in myr-
lad educational institutes — of
them Notre Dame College being
t P redecessor.

The Bangladesh Debate
Federation was formed in 1991.
The first ever chairman was
Birupakshya Pal. Now Shamsul
Kabir Babu is the present presi-
dent of this organization, while
Imran Khan a prominent
member of the DCDC (Dhaka
College Debating Club) is the
secretary general; BDF mainly
alms at aiding potential deba-
tors to excel, to come over their
initial shyness. And it cer-
tainly has come a long way to-
wards accomplishing just that
since it's inception.

The Federation holds a de-
bate festival every two years in
accordance with the constitu-
tion. The festival's objective is
to bring together senior deba-
tors, potential one's and the
younger gupl]s who wish to
study other's styles. Partici-
pants came from as faraway
E{laces as Chittagong. Swandip.

ymensingh and many other
laces. In all, there were seven
undred and fifty-six members
who registered under the BDF
and they represented some 50
organizations. Every registered
individual was given an iden-
tity card and various gifts such
as souvenirs, folders and pens.

On the first day tele-com-
munications Minister Md
Nasim was present as the Guesl
of Honor. On being asked to say
something to the audience, the

Honorable Minister lauded the
effort and added he was proud
o be present on such a signifi-
cant and important occasion.
The next three days saw ex-
citing debate fiery, witty ex-
change ol words., arguments
being put forward and argu-
ments bt:l.r;g refuted and people’s
sense of humour being
displayed in an expedient
manner. Debates of every kind
were held everyday. There were
debates of the orthodox kind,
three dimensional debates.

parliamentary debates,

lanchet debates, Ramya

itorko {for this . | am unable to
lind a suitable B a term at
this moment) and debates of
various other kinds. Amnnﬁst
those who presided over the de-
bates there were Dr Atiur Rah-

man, Abed Khan, Anisul Haque
, Shubhash Singh Ra* Dr. De-
ers.

bﬂlﬁi}m and many o
e cultural meu which

filled in the Fap in between,
were carefully planned, re-
hearsed and much enthusiasti-
cally enjoyed by almost all. The
E:Epet show was an instant hit
ause such a programme is
an exception amongst the
stereotype cultural activities we
usuall ence. Next on the
last day certificates were given
out to each and every partici-
pant. Other than that talking to
Anupam Das — the office and
information secretary of the
BDF; it was learnt that Rashed
Hassan (DCL) won best worker
rize, Moinuddin (JDC) won the
est moderator, North South
University won the highest
contributor's award and Mir
Ilkramul Bashar won the indi-
vidual highest contributor's
award,

After the prize giving cere-
mony a three hour long cultural
programme , comprising of
melodious catchy tunes, classi-
cal dances, jokes, and mime
was held. It was quickly fol-
lowed by another cultural mag-
azine presented by ex-BDF pres-
ident and popular TV presenter
Abdun -nur-Tushar . It was a
most entertaining affair con-
taini lotteries, songs, paro-
dies, dances games jokes and
other itemms which were thor-
oughly enjoyed by the lively
and ever-applauding audience.

One thing . which, it would
be imperative to mention is the
securily measures thalt were
taken here. Admittance ol un-
registered individuals were ab-
solutely forbidden and nobody
without an ID card was al-
lowed to enter. Consequently

there were unpleasant inci-
dents in lhé}'ugramme and it
ended peacefully. This is a very

remarkable and laudable ac-
complishment and deserves due

‘reredit.c o - ~

Anyway, there wei *, besides
Bengali thatts. English de-
bates as well and many English
medium schools like, the Aga
Khan Sch Green Herold,
Miuple Leaf and Scholastica
participated in the festival. It
was good to see the barriers of
lan uaf;: being broken down
and all youngsters standing
side by side for a common rea-
SOT1.
Lastly it should be ient
to say that this year's debate
festival was a huge success in-
spite of a couple of "infinitesi-
mal” shortcomings ({which are
not worthy of mention). At the
same time it was a big step to-
wards popularizing the concept
of debating amongst all the
youngsters. We hope and wish
it will achieve move success
next time in 1998,

sal back against
t leather sola
with a that no
longer felt uncomfertable to
her. It all seemed part of her life
now — the curved wmﬂ;ﬂ
Lables, curtains
crystal .m pieces were all
fr of her dreams that
she had been cherishing since
the time when she began to
enjoy the ability to imagine
thtpi came from ai;ﬂ ily of
len — eight siblings and
parents. father was a sim-
school master who led his

ife with the es that
never really cﬁgﬂm for him

except getting him into trouble.
He was a man of guiet disposi

tion who never ﬂthmﬁ
much about his . His
consisted of Shakespeare and
Rabindranath.

Deepa never got to know her
mother either. She remembered
having glimpses of her during
the day — sometimes cooking.
sometimes gathering the dirty
clothes to be washed or
sometimes cleaning the un-
cooked rice — always with the
same bored ) on her

EEPA
the e

about an

‘ I
e s t was perh

vision that ma
her hate the kind of life they
had and that dared her to
dream of a life that existed out-
side the walls of their two room
cheap flat
. in one si word,

was a , but one who be-
Hﬂtdiun&atstmwmﬂd:ﬂth
a longing that s i many.
she would about hav-
ing a big house, servants and
expensive possessions as if she
esee the future. Her sis-
ters would often mock at her
saying that one day she would
have a rude 1

Even her father commented.
“The girl will hurt herself
someday.” But could
mhﬂﬁ'MIlHdﬂ:m.Thc

part

. At would
ﬂil}tmﬂnnr where :hewskptup
with her siblings and the

g;;‘tuw‘t;lkhng far away. To

W un-
fat homabie s and unbe-
lievable dreams.

The course of life changed
once she began going to college.
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wet day in that she became
aware of what it was she needed
to fulfill her dreams.

Her father came home that
day looking quite pleased with
himself. He to whisper
something to her mother about
a boy who was ing to see her
elder sister., Shukia who had

just finished her Master's ex-

amination. The day passed in a
fever of excitement as every-

thing was prepared for the joy

ous occasion and the guests ar-
rived just when the evening was
wearing away.

[k;p didn't know 'hnh‘;; it
was she was expecting; t i
was certainly not a man wear-
ing a cheap panjabi khaki
ﬁma and smelling of coconut

Her prayers were answered
when met Ronjan at the
university cafeteria. She was
sitting there with Rita when he
came in through the door.
Deepa took a glance at the ex-
pensive pants, the St. Michales
shirt (by this time she was fa-
miliar with labels) and the

Unbelievable Dx

by Usaila Alam (Udita)

trendy after shave, and made up
her mind about him.

It carne as a blessing when he

to take interest in her as
. Intellectually he was not
much stimulant — not like
those heroes in Mills and Boon
who possessed charm, wit, in-
tellect and money. Ronjan only
had one thing — immense
wealth. Oh well, thought Deepa,
at least | don't have to worry
about half-hearted meals and
footpath sandals.

In her heart she had decided
that she would marry him and
she did not care who objected to
it. Her parents. when they knew

of it. were furious. Her father
who never sald much became
red with anger and demanded to
know “what qualification does
he have?’ To which Deepa
replied: "When you travel in
Mercedes you don't need de
grees.”

“Get out of my house. Get out
Immediately and don't come
back = lie stormed with a stub-

boriiness and Deepa attributed
such stubbornness to his nar-
row background. And so Deepa
had walked out never 1o returr
again.

That was twenty years ali—?é
Twenty years ela s

since

eams

had been married to Ronjan
Twenty years she resided in the
big luxuriant house in Gulshan,
travelling in the five different
CArs, ng the best jewel-
ery and clothes in town. In a
way her life was not much dif
ferent from her mothers. She
had found out that boredom
somehow crept in, no matter
how one passes his/her life Af
ter she walked out she never
had much connection with her
family. She knew her parents
werent well. So she would
someday visit them with a bas-
ket of fruits or a packet of sweet
Ronjan chose not to have
any contact with his in-laws.
Most of the time he was busy
with board meeti or lunches
with clients. As far as Decga
was concerned, Ronjan was the
access to all the things in the
market that she had longed for
and she would not let him go.

Deepa had come a long way
in life. She had develo and
matured because she never had
those crazy desires to possess
thi anymore, but may be it

wWas use she had everyth
she ever wished for -

Sometimes she would visit
the area she used to live in and
look around the dirty streets,
the unclean walls plastered
with photos of movie stars, the

flies around the piles of
stale and wonder that
she had come a way indeed.

she at the
diamond stud in her finger. It
geamed and the sparkling em-
anated absolute power. [t
looked beautiful empty —

almost like those dreams of
hers. On closer look they hardly

proved fulfilling.

M|{|emp. got up and
: -pmt -1:; Be 'dFaL
away nst t ar
sky were trm:.t‘:'linkltng stars
used to fascinate her at
time. She wondered what it
be like to have a closer
t them. Were they noth-
heavenly bodies tossed
in a gigantic universe or
t more than that?
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able to shape

up the two
Stars, just the way

we believe will provide us with a

more plocuurcl:ﬂ to read, stuff the |

l. The sort of articles fascinate
these two pages :

............................................ >

EAR Avid Readers! A little cooperation from you and we hope we'll be
pages, the Teens and Twenties and the Rising
you want them to be. The following questionnaire
idea. So, if you want these pages
wing lines and send it right away fo us.

you most and would revel in reading them in

fo be

2 Do you think we should bring out special editions featuring issues of
common concermn? if yes, what could be these issues?

3  Should there be more quizes, compefitions, jokes or carfoons?

7 Yes 3 No

What aspect(s) of these two pages need(s) fo be improved?

S What if the pages were dropped? How would you react?

& Addifional suggestions?

7 Doroumuhtuoonm?
D Yes I No

Of yes, please write your name and phone number. We'll do our best to

you
Name
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