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BTV's Invitation to BNP

BTV has invited the Leader of the Opposition,
Khaleda Zia, to participate in the next programme
of Shabinaye Gijjasha. BTV is wise to do so, and
BNP will be wiser to accept the invitation. With
tempers running high between these two parties,
the Leader of the Opposition may decide to refuse to
ipate, as she did in the pre-election Shabi-
naye Jante Chai. That indeed would be foolish, as
it was the last time. With the Prime Minister s pro-
gramme having been thoroughly messed up by
overprotective (shall we say somewhat patronis-
ing) bureaucrats and overzealous party people,
BNP now has a chance to embarrass the govern-
ment by really allowing the programme to be as
professional as it was originally planned to be. It
is our view that BNP should not only participate,
but do so in an open and democratic manner. In
other words, it should do everything that the gov-
ernment did not, meaning it should not try to pack
the audience with its own people and allow genuine
guestions to be asked in the programme instead of
fake ones.

Some BNP members may say that going on BTV
will give this body an image of credibility which
would not be good for its future politics. Our feeling
is exactly the opposite. The Opposition should

make the ruling party prove its position that it be-
lieves in sharing the state-owned media with all

shades of public opinion, especially the opposi-
tion. This invitation by the BTV is an important
step towards institutionalising public debate on
national television. Begum Zia will get equal time
and opportunity to counter everything the PM smigl
last Tuesday. Obviously what Begum Zia will say
will be countered by subsequent programmes of the
ruling party, which in turn will be countered by the
opposition. This process will lead to a healthy pub-
lic debate on political, social and economic prob-
lems which will ultimately help the public get a
better grip on national issues.

Strengthening Local
.
Bodies

On the first day of the four-day round-table con-
ference on local government bodies, quite a num-
ber of interesting suggestions have been put for-
ward. Almost all the participants at the conference
have given their opinions in favour of elected rep-
resentatives for local government bodies at all lev-
els. They have been thoughtful enough to suggest
provision #Pquotas for women and backward sec-
tion of society in the local bodies. Such forthright
views will have significant bearing on the ultimate
' shape the local bodies-will take. . WF

While the merit of election to the local-body of-
fices is perhaps indisputable, some people may
have reservations for quota provision. Well, a
closer andgglear look at our society will show that
it has not experienced a uniform growth for all ar-

eas and at all levels. Even the most developed soci-
eties opt for some measures aimed at closing the

gap between sections at different stages of devel-
opment. Such a provision therefore is not going to
do us any discredit.

Now let us refer to two other potentially ground-
breaking steps that have come up in the first day's
deliberations. These are: a) the delegation of power
to local bodies to work out development plans and
to impose 'limited taxes'; and b) arming the local
bodies with some judicial power. If the details of
the proposed system are framed meticulously to
conform with our legal system and the scope for
abuse of such powers is minimised, the prospect of
a healthy and strong society looks bright.

However, dissenting voices as sounded by the
professional groups like the Supreme Court Bar
Association and the Bangladesh Medical As -
tion are unfortunate. One objects to decen sa-
tion of the judiciary up to thana level and the other
pleads for exclusion of doctors from under the ju-
risdiction of local bodies. Then what will the local
bodies administer or manage? The purpose of local
bodies is to involve local people in development
and take responsibility of self-reliance as much as
possible. We hope, suggestions over the remaining
three days will bring this aspect into a sharper fo-
ClS.

Restive Society !

A dispute over a hen between families of two
brothers has left three members of one family
dead. This tragic incident occurred in a village in
Chittagong. It is, however, of little significance
where it has happened. It could happen anywhere
in Bangladesh. More to the point is the fact that
people lose their temper so easily and on trivial
matters. Is the incident indicative of an intemper-
ate society as well?

Unfortunately, the answer may well-nigh be in
the positive. Not a small number of people get
killed or wounded in connection with silly mat-
| ters. People's pent-up frustration, failure and de-
privation look for any opportunity to explode. Ex-
tremely nervous and edgy people are always unpre-
dictable and with the increase of their number, so-
ciety also becomes tense and unpredictable. Un-
predictability breeds suspicion and lack of confi-
dence, giving rise to an extra ounce of aggression in

social behaviour of man.

It is not yet a sweeping symptom, but quite
alarming. Overpopulation does not help our cause.
But the remedy for the growing impatience has to

be sought, keeping these people at the centre of all
| development plans. Poverty alleviation may be our
priority but human resource development is no

less an important agenda. We must aim at raising
the GDP and at the same time stress on

healthy dev t of our culture and value sys-
tem. A balanced development of body and mind is

what exactly helps avert the tragedies like the one

in a Chittagong village.
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Hundred Days of Governance: The PM Explains and Answers

T was clear, ever
since Sheikh Hasina's
crossed the 90

of , that com-
[i;::n |:’ hundred days will not
unnoticed. One could also
resee Lhe aisal to follow
three pr lines : one,
mainly . two, highly
critical, per essively
s0; and three, and

balanced, because well-

and non-partisan. Obviously,
the third of aisal was
the one likely both to carry

conviction and to help the
Prime Minister.

< The Fﬁ. lmnmdll.
as gener , con-
ﬂrmaf:lt . tions. | am

one of those, following anx-

appear on the TV before a select
audience, explaining her ac-
tions so far and answering
auuunn- coming from the
oor and from telephone
callers, | was terribly excited.
te the fact that my rela-
tions with the TV set is very ca-
sual, | decided not to miss the

pmfrunmc- My only hope was
that load-shedding wouldn't

- spoil my joy.

Before coming to the BTV
show — | call it deliberately a
BTV show — a word of praise for
the press. | make a distinction
between the friendly press and
the hostile . | leave out the
hostile press whose hostility
seems to be so total and un-
qualified that | do not expect
any sensible comment from it.
The friendly press, on the other
hand. may be with a few excep-
tions here and there, have
;;ﬂnced remarkable H:nr: h:i
aimess in its udﬁa'nenl. t
taken note of Lol. the positive
and the negative side of the pre-
sent government's record of the

The BTV has served all the successive governments in the past in a

spirit and to the detriment of

truth, honesty and the interest of the nation that I for one never expected it to change overnight. During these
is cosmetic.

liberation, to the warriors
that long struggle, and man

such wrongs to be .
ange was too sudden and

hundred the BTV has

" hundred days. sorry to say, will continue to be
Dnﬂunttnﬁdz.lhu what it has been in the past, and
highlighted law and order in its to serve the
situation which continues to be  master, do more harm that
pretty bad, the fumbling and The latest evidence was its
poor handling in respect of ling of the Prime Minis-

. Tewards ter's last evening

the
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next President, in to
the Mﬁ'"m
and due to him from
the Prime Minister when she
called on him on return from a
uw—%ﬂﬁm
C departure from what
ssor in the office has

doing or not doing in her
ﬂﬂ:—ﬁar rule — and also in
ng to a large extent the
and grandeur surround-
Prime Minister, to men-
g tlﬂ.'ru d-ul:w hu?gm)d
tures ic to
sense, hunlﬁ;* her down to the
earth approach to governmen-
tal issues, in all these gestures
and practices she has proved
her commitment to democratic
presen :
to appear in the televi-
sion programme of question
and answer, she was only pur-
suing her policy of trans-

lr:rt;ngcnmu were oo ’ﬂ;ﬂﬂ]
with a strong suggestion of ori-
ental grandeur.

The whole format was
wrong. First the select audience
appeared to be hand-picked.
consisting of people not ki

to ask the uestions. [t
reminded me of a s car
o S T o
i a a ‘
mnﬂnt their rmcrkli‘w l.l‘:dp:l.-l
rotund and composed self-
satisfied, the eyes of the ladies
melting In and admiration.
No. this scene was not that
comic, only sl ridiculous,
not on account of PM — far
from it — but on account of the
BTV format, whoever might
have devised it. But, let us re-
member, BTV, in the Mukho-

mukhi amme of Muham-
mad J , and in the

election Jante -
programme of Haq did

what is and
are coaxed and induced to ask a
few bland What

tm'hﬂlnmm
as and when real guestions
were asked. how to

tioms sud, occasiennlly how 8o
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fear of freedom. The Ghost of
the past is still there. How to
exorcise it, and deci-
sively, be headache

ONE of Narasimha Rao's
problem was manage-
rial. They aroused deep

moral feelings. That explains
why he had to quit ultimately.
He proved to be more than a
match for his detractors. who
had to admit at the end thal
only a law court could see him
out. This is what happened.
Although the court could have
named him a 'co-accused’ in
many far more serious cases, it
found his complicity in a
relatively simpler offence of
cheating a non-resident Indian
(NRI). Lakhubhai Pathak.

I wish Rao had resigned ear-
lier. He would have been seen
not sticking to the chair. When |
intervi him last month, |
asked him why he was not quit-
ting. His reply was that he
wanted to do so but he was not
finding any 'exit.’ He was wor-
ried over what would happen to
Congress if he were gone. We
unnecessarily believe we are
indispensable. After all. the
party has sorted out his succes-
sor. Some of its stalwarts help-
lessl approached Sonia
Gandhi to head Congress. hut
she, very rightly. said 'no’.

Sitaram Kesari. no douly | a
provisional party president,
will be confirmed by the AICC
in October. This seems to be a
part- of the agreement behind
the ncm:s;ﬂi;lt lils an uldmi.;g&
gressman, who has not c
amgbody’'s path. The stalwarts.
who have Congress, many
have little compunction in re-
joining the party under his
presidentship.

The communists will have to
be careful because Congress
would like to count its impor-
tance in the United Front gov-
ernment. On the other hand, it
is an opportunity for the party
to have the equation it once had
with the communists that gave
it a liberal and secular image.

The Question is Moral

If the nation has to survive, it

has to be vigilant enough to raise noise against the dishonest and those have

pocketed public money. Materialism or consumerism will not affect the nation so much as the lack of protest

Such a development will only
strengthen the Gowda gov
ernment, because many Con-
gressmen are keen to join the
government.
The Congress strength at
t is because of peopie like
AK Anthony from Kerala.
Sharad Pawar from Maharash-
tra and GK Moopanar from
Tamil Nadu. But their mere
presence will not improve the
y's image. Congress has no
ture if it dees not revive its
ethos, cleanlinéss and- in:
tegrity. with Kesari if possible
and with Anthony il necessary.

I any case there should be
conventions i1 «ll political
parties whereby members

should resign from the office
they occupy il and when there is
even a shadow of doubt about
the integrity. Had such an atti-
tude been adopted. Bharatiya
Janata Party cr:il:f. LK Advani.
would have quitted. | am con-
vinced that he is not guilty. But
when a court frames charges of
corruption. at least the presi-
dent of a party, which claims io
follow certain norms, should
not be seen sticking to the posi-
tion. Even now it is not too late
for Advani to resign, particu-
larly when Rao, placed in
somewhat similar circum-
stances. has sto down. The
questlion is moral.

One unfortunate fallout of

Advani's case has been the
harshly worded correspondence
between Ram Jethmalani. Ad-
vani's lawyer, and Anil Dewan.
crime juris. appointed by the
Supreme Court in the harala
case. Jathmalani was the one
who had written to Narasimha

against those who

that the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) was not pursu-
ing the havala cases because
high-ups were involved. One of
then is Advani.

Anil Dewan is quite right in
criticising Jethmalani on ap-
peanr_ﬁ as a lawyer in Advani's
case. The entire case on
the ‘credibility of diaries in
which the names of havala rr
cipients are written down. Ti!|
the other day. Jathmalani w.i»
in. the forefront in alleging Llie
involvement 'of htictans,
whose names had Fecor-

with

swer to such a question Is im-
portani. because there is in-
creasing lendency among pro-
fesstonals. politicians and even
plebians to throw away princi-
ples to the wind. If the custodi-
ans of the systemn are deter-
mined to violate the norms for

their ends, who is to have
laith in them or the values they
preach?

There is yet another example
ol the dilution of morality. | am
reterring to the ol the

BIP government in Gujarat. -5 205884
m'réTm fact. helped the BJP . g

BETWEEN THE

LINES

——

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delho

ded. He was,. in fact, part of the
inner circle, which planned
how to book the guilty. Now he
will be destioying the veracity
of diaries. As an intelligent
lawyer, as h= is, he should

that if the reliability of the di-
aries comes (o be doubted in
Advani's casz, the Jains. who
recorded the names and the
other accus=d, would have the
ad?antag:

Anil Dewan calls a spade a
spade when he reminds Jath-
malani that his volta face
"would be improper. clearly noi
befitting a gentleman." This in-
rident once again raises the
guestion of morality. Should a
lawyer make compromises for
personal friendship or some-
thing else (Jethmalani was the
law minister in the BJP's 13-

Rao. then the prime nunister, tlay-old government). An an-

whose im after the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid was so
;t_iiu'niimh«:]‘.n:.II that il: was on the de-
ensive. Now it has a talking
int and it is bcghglu{umg to be
eard at poll rallies in UP.

The intelligentsia — this
means the urban voters — still
does not seem to have fo
the BJP for destroying the
structure that represented In-
dia's composite culture. But it
has felt disappointed over the
imposition of central rule, even
ﬂ;ﬂ; %}:;f ﬁ:él;slcr Suresh

0 a strength of
92in a ng of 180 .

There is no doubt that the
BJP resorted to muscle in
the assembly. Some men
appeared, along with plain
clothed policemen, and beat up
legislators and jou. nalists. The
entire opposition walked out in
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Crimes

Sir, I am quoting here some
headlines of news items pub-
lished in The Daily Star on
28.9.96. These are: Mugger
killed in police firing, busi-
nessmen held in city, wrists of 2
alleged terrorists severed in
city, kidnapped minor girl res-
cued, tea garden I mur-
dered, injured IU Shibir activist
dies, 4 held for alleged kidnap-
ping sent to jail, trawler looted
in na, arms recovered in
Ctg. 1110 bottles of phensedyl
seized, attack on poet Abdul Hye
Sikdar condemned, 201 ar-
rested on various charges, mi-
crobus car ng smuggled sa-
rees seized, 70 year old man
killed in road accident, passen-
gers tra in night coaches
are frequently robbed, minor

] y raped, 40 more

urt in Sirajganj AL faction
clash, agitation develops
tribals and non-tfibals,
arrest warrant against 5 for
misappropriating wheat at
Bhairab, abducted fish sellers
yet to be rescued, seven found
guilty of murder, villager
copped to death, one alleg
T ieoae e tiid captions of
ese are one
while a total of
296 dailies are in circulation in
the country. All these headlines
are rela to criminal activi-
ties of eﬂtﬂ as well as other
parts of country.

It is needless to say that all
the news items do not in

same

the s, At
| time um g:hnﬁt dream a

crime-free country too. But we
cannot imagine such alarming
numbers of crimes that are
seen in Dhaka city where the
headquarters of law-enforcing
agencies are located. Now ques-
tion arises whether the failure
to control criminals is a failure
on the part of law-enforcing
encies or someone else's.
at are the reasons of in-
creasi crimes day day?
The failure indicates that we
are living in such a state where
there is no existence of law-en-
forcing agency who can control
criminals. .
As a peace loving citizen I
t that our government will
do the best to reduce crimes at
any cost. We desire to see a
crime news-free newspapers in
the days to come.

A M Kais
Masdhair Gorsthan

Narayanganj
Monowara Hospital

Sir, | visited Urology section
of Monowara Hospital at Sid-
deshwari on 25th t 1996.
As soon as | entered, three at-
tendants ran towards me and
started saying ‘test, test, what
tast do you want?' That
me very much. The consultant
uro t (MBBS; D. Uro, Aus-
tralia) Dr M Hasan Akhter was

making tele-

plaining my difficulties and
showed him my I:irﬂrinus papers
I had from the late Dr Benaijir
Kamal, who was a consultant
urologist at the BIRDEM. Dr
Akhter did not ask me any-
thing. not even my name, but
wrote a prescription for three
types of tests to be done there,
looking at the papers I had from
Dr Benajir Kamal, and asked
me to visit him again next day
for the expensive tests. He
charged me Tk 200 for talking
to him, as per rules of the hospi-_
tal, as he said. To comply with
the rules I paid him that money,
but he did not give me any re-
ceipt for it. The doctor did not
examine me, not even touched
me (o examine my prostrate
problem.

In this way 1 was cheated of
Tk 200 by the consultant urolo-
%lal of Monowara Hospital. I
ﬁc_lluné]] thed gjrll}t}imtnt:}]_:nt un-

endly an a uro
m:nr:*t.l«:ui'Ir of the hospital. -

Alaiddin Talukder
Siddeshwari, Dhaka

Please keep time

Sir, Waiting for a long time
in any situation is very annoy-
ing and if it is at a doctor's
chamber it becomes not o
an but also induces -
fe S.

1 have noticed that in our
country many physicians are
not punctual when attending

atients at their chambers.
gonwﬂmel they are late even

=

S T

qli:llilt a lot of money in a very
short time but in one's own way,
time is precious to every indi-
vidual. It should not be wasted
waiting unnecessarily at a doc-
tor's chamber,

I hope physicians will be
conscious on this aspect and
will carefully maintain their
schedules.

Nur Jahan
1390, East Nasirabad
Chittagong

Administering
Justice

Sir, 1 was totally horrified
on 18 September '96 while visit-
ing Muktijodha Museum at Se-
gunbagicha area at about 1 lam
as law enforcing people were
demolishing — rather destroy-
ing — all the shops cum hut-
ment's located there all around
Segunbagicha. There was panic
all around and [ was disap-
Pointnd while g&;n&ing throu
ootpaths of Motijheel area.
Hundreds of cars were
all around Motijheel area as
owners attend their work-
Bléctl leaving these cars on

C footpaths at no cost. The
air conditioners were just mak-
ing the footpaths wet causing

uisance .In
gegunhagtﬂ:ga ﬂ::-théurm le

e
were struggling for rvival
while those owners of cars at

Motijheel ust free
plramg :r:'llhrm the

whole
Unml;:ht above facts it is

justified to administer justice
equally in the context q‘t"))un-

ity and fairplay. We must
E%ﬁt that many n{l those
t at Segunbagicha are
children of farmers and their

hard toil developed the eity.

protest. All this does not con-
done the dismissal. An elected
government, if not rlefeated on
the floor of the House. is
:"ﬁfﬂﬂﬂ and cannot be trifled

th.

This has been the demand of
all political . which .con-
ntied Front.

stitute the

1_| 3

ment that enjoys a majority
should not be bundled out.
Congress at the centre used to
oust ‘ngﬂﬂnn ministries at
will. at is the difference be-
tween then and now?

When the Bonmai govern-
ment in Karnataka was dis-
missed by C it en
the majority. He said he would
like Lo prove it on the floor of
the House, still he was ousted.
The Supreme Court in a post-
facto judgement has said that
the dismissal was wrong. There
are several such instances.
Therefore, the United Front's
minimum programme was
quite right in laying down at

the time of assuming power that
“the scope of Article 356 has
been interpreted and circum-
scribed by recent decisions of
the Supreme Court, Our aim is
to reflect these decisions and
aniend the article to prevent its
misuse by the Centre.” The UF
should legislate its decision.

_ "}Mudp |

T
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“ who is

| think that the dismissal of
the Gujarat ; :
late re and the acri-
monious debate between the two
have one thi in
common: lack of faith in
. Whatever govern-
ments, parties or individuals
may claim to be, they are found
ng when their own com-
mitment is on tesi. Their belief
in the ends is so dublous as is
their confidence in the vitiated
methods they adopt.

Nothing matters suc-
cess, however. ignobly achi-
eved. Since the country's
politics has degenerated into
petty maneuvers, it is difficult
to fathom the low ths to

sunk: Whe is te
right ﬂl'mzﬁ or
the
iS not an easy question to an-
swer because there are only the
handful at whom the finger
cannot be pointed.

Truth, honesty and fairplay
are now relative terms. Whether
the system will be cleansed is

t on the efforts the in-
dividuals or a collection of
them put in to make rulers, bu-
reaucrais, professionals and
others accountable. If the na-
tion has to survive, it has to be
vigilant enough to raise noise
a st the dishonest and those
who have pocketed public
money. Materialism or con-
sumerism will not affect the na-
tion so much as the lack of
protest against those who com-
promise with principles. The
question that faces India is
moral. It should remember, on
the occasion (October 2) of the
birthday of the country's father
that he upheld values and prin-
ciples above whal goes today in
the name of public life. :
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Buchwald's

In Love with Snakes
T requires all kinds of people to run a presidential election
campaign. It takes men and women who believe in their co-
venomous snakes who do all the dirty
In the no one knew the true identi

untry and who want to make it a better place. It also takes
recently they have begun to aptﬁza: on
race.

work behind the scenes.
of these snakes, but
shows and now want

full credit for adding sleaze to
The snakes write the dirty commercials., plant negative ru-
mours about the opposition — sometimes even about members

of their own party — and spread garbage about the candidate's
family.

These men (to be politically correct. 1 will not discuss the
women) fit a particular profile. They all resemble the Un-
abomber, but have less of a conscience than he does. The
they talk to the press, the easier it is to see that they all su
from a Pinocchio complex.

Braindead, a political attack specialist. told me that his
tough advertisermnents should be any day now. "The nega-
tive stuff is ready to fly. We'll have the opposition screaming
'foul’ before Halloween.

"Do the candidates approve of the attack ads?” | asked.

“They're not allowed to say so, but secretly they loves them.
They don't care what their negative campaigners do as | as
they hit their opponents in the groin. Even when advisers like
Dick Morris get the boot, the president, Hillary and Al Gore
called him to say how sorry they were. Presidential candidates
stand by their hit men."

"But it still takes money for the snakes to put on sleazy ads,

doesn't it?" | said.
to a donor and tell him that you

“Lots. but it is there. You
want to run a re able ad and he’ll tum you down. You ask

for money to dump mud on the oppeosition and he'll open up the
safe."

Braindead then told me, "The voters claim that they also
don't al:l}rovc of negative electiuneerinﬂ. but just watch their
eyeballs dance when the dirty commercials come on the screen.”

“What do the attack h s expecl in exchange for -
ing the word that the opposition candidates is a drug I
wanted to know.

"An office next to the president, a good job in the Cabinet, an
ambassadorship to Paris or a in the law firm that lob-
bies the Food and Drug Administration to declare tobacco a

hﬁd{ih Imd't"h t th presidential election without
B at you can't have a
mudtfiue" 2

"You could, but it wouldn't be any fun. And it wouldn't give
the political well-poisoners anything worthwhile to do.”
arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and UNB




