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The Parliament func-
tions with the taxpayers'
money. This session's oper-
ating budget, according to
Parliamentary sources, was
about 15 crore Taka which
makes every minute of par-
liamentary debate cost
almost Taka 30,000. But are
we gefting for what we have
voted?! Read this week's
cover story How to Make
Parliament More Effective
in your favourite Stur
Weekend Magazine _
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Help promote
investment in country,
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Bangladeshi
expatriates
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NEWS BRIEFS

ALCWC meets
today

By Staff Correspondent
A meeting of the Awami
Com-
at
S Cen-
Av-

:

g!
:

Jamal as convenor. The com-
mittee has been instructed 1
form a full-fledged district
commitiee within next three
months, said a press release in
Dhaka yesterday. reports UNB.
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Prime Minister

ernment is worki

ment and

"We are
move all bottlenecks in flour-
ishing
she said, the

vate the economy with the pri-

e

a competitive economy,”
ment
steps already taken to reacti-

vate sector as the key engine of

Inaugurating a three day
el and Textile

Bangladesh Ap
Exposition (BA '96) at a

local hotel in the morning, she
said the government would take
steps to create an environment
and the [acilities conducive to
investment, and to protect the
ts of consumers.
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA) organised the
annual fair to display the
readymade garments and the
related accessories and service
to the imernational buyers.
Ministers, MPs. foreign buy-

.....

.......

e ok
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Prime mm Sheikh Hasina visiting a stall after opening the BATEXPO'96 at
- Sonargaon yesterday. ’

PM opens BATEXPO 96 in city

RMG sector must be

equipped to face
global competition

Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said her gov-
ha to
create a stable political and so-
cial environment for invesi-
the investors to

build up the textile sector utilis-
gﬁﬂth: opportunities, reports

ebound to re-

ers, tatives of local and
foreign buying houses, garment
manufacturers and ers,
senior government officials
and diplomats were present at

the Ff;mctiun. o
inting at ual phas

out of .thegmu]%ir-ﬂhrt ai:'rangg
ment (MFA) introducing free
competition for textiles in the
developed world, Hasina said
the country's readymade gar-
ment industry would have to be
equipped to face that competi-
tion.

She noted that the ready-
See Page 12 Col 4
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Consider 'realities' in designing

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria has atknowledged that
reforms are ne . but said
the donors should consider the
"political and economic reali-
ties” in designing reforms and
the associated conditionalities,
reports UNB,

"Rigidities in the technical
detail of conditions — which are
liable to bureaucratic interpre-
tation — are also likely to be
counter-productive; what is re-
qul-n:dm:d a rcahlui:ally de-
signed contextually specific
set of reforms pnrw]yhr said.

The minister made the re-
marks while addressing the
plenary session of the 52nd
ineet of the Board of Gover
inors of the World Bank and the
IMF in Washingtion on Wednes
day, according to a message re
cetved in Dhaka yesterday

Kibria said reforms and re
structuring are difficult process
I hough mittedly necessary
uid there is no unique pre-

| seription or nacea for all
ms for countries
"Programmes for reforms

therelore. need to be based on
contextually specific and realis-

tic assumption.” he said, em
Ejﬂﬁiﬂﬂgl the Bank and the

vear HSC student. was hit ¢
Dhaka-bound

More importantly, he added.
the relevant countries should

have greater role in designing
the reform programme that
alone can ensure a sense ol
‘meaningiul ownership.”

“This is | red all too ofien,
which results not only in in-
complete or Incoherent reforms
which fail to deliver the
promised benefits but also
causes political instability and
social unrest.,” the finance
minister said.

It is needless to mention that

Vehicles damaged

College student
killed in city
road accident

By Staff Correspondent

A college studerit died when a
passenger bus ran over him
near Dhania College under
Demra thana al noon yesler

day

Anwar Hossain, 18, a second

the

bhus rom

Marayvangoyy wlien e was go-
See Page 12 col 6

reforms, Dhaka urges donors

political stability and "owner-
ship” are essential for policy
and structural reforms, he
added.

Referri to the world eco-
nomic outlook, Kibria said it
indicates signs ol new opportu
nities., uninterrupted growth
with subdued inflation and ac
celerated expansion of global
irade accompanied by relative
calm in foreign exchange mar
ket

There are, however, lurking
dangers. particularly in respect
ol the developing countries, he
sald mentioning that non-tartff
barriers, Including demands for
unrealistic labour standard,
may Impose new forms of pro-
tectionism constraining expan
sion ol exports

The social and political or
der in many developing coun-
tries is vulnerable 1o destabili
sation because ol the hard-core

verty and rise in the absolute
evel of unemployment. the ii
nance minister said

As a number of developing
counliries are projected with
widenin current. account
deficit. the IMF will have to
play a more active role not only
in enforcing surveillance and

See Page |12 Col 3
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The= huge pile of garbage 1« hampening the flow of traffic on the Awlad Hossain Lane, a

vital link-road to the busy commercial areas of Islampur and Nayabazar in the old part of
the city, for the last few weeks This is a common scene in different parts of the city.
Meanwhile, The Daily Star, with active support from the Bangladesh Scouts and BUET.
resumes the ‘Save Dhaka Clean Dhaka' campaign today. The campaign is aimed at making
the citizens aware of keeping their neighbourhoods clean and dumping garbages properly

in the dusthins.

— Star photo
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Taher Thakur
held, placed
on 8-day
CID remand

By Staff Correspondent

Former state minister,
Taher Uddin Thakur, arrested
late Wednesday night in con-
nection with the killing of

« Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, was placed on an
eight-day CID remand yesterday
for interrogation, according to
sources concerned.

Taher Uddin was arrested by
CID personnel from his East
Nakhalpara residence in the
city on charges of involvement
in the killing of Bangabandhu
and his fa ; members on Au-
gust 15, 1975. He was also
shown arrested for his alleged
involvement in the killing of
four national leaders inside the
Dhaka central jail on Novem-
ber 3 the same year, police
sources said.

He was produced before the
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate’'s court at about 4.45 pm
yesterday. CID prayed for a 10-

See Page 12 Col 8

Dhaka demands
closure of
Jerusalem tunnel

Bangladesh condemns the
of tunnel in the vicin-
ity of the Al-Agsa Mosque and
the lIsraeli oppression on the
Palestinian people, reports
BSS.

Commenting on the recent
developments in Israel, foreign
minister Abdus Samad Azad in
4 statement at the OIC ministe-
rial meeting in New York
Wednesday said, "The new ls-
raeli government's arrogance
and provocative actions have
spurred violence resulting in
loss of lives.” a message from
the UN headquarters said.

Opining that the "peace pro-
cess is in serious jeopardy.”
Azad demanded immediate clo-
sure of the entrance to the dis-
puted tunnel in Jerusalem. He
urged the Israeli government to
honour their commitment
made. under the peace accord
And called to take urgent steps
lor complete withdrawal of Is-
raeli lroops from Hebron and

mehis w the land,
The foreign minister urged
Israelis to begin negotiations

See Page 12 Col 8

Crude arsenic was
being used at
Zoo till early 80s

By Morshed Ali Khan

The Dhaka Zoo authorities
sold a 50-kg bag of crude ar-
senic. purcha in the mid-
seventies. to a private dealer in
an open auction last year. ac-
cording to official sources.

Crude arsenic was bei
al the zoo until the earlynﬁ

used
ight-

les as a preservative in taxi- °

dermy. a process of staffing the
skins of dead animals.

The use of arsenic at the Zoo
came to a halt when, in 1980, an
elephant and an unspecified
number of spotted-deer of the
Zoo died of arsenic soning. it
was disclosed by a official.

An Indian taxidermist had
trained the Dhaka Zoo employ-
ees in the early Seventies and
introduced arsenic as a preser
vative, said an elderly employee
al the Zoo

'l was using arsenic on the
skin of the dead animals with
bare hands until 1980 when
some deer and the elephant
died. Then we were warned of
Lthe " he said.

Talking to The Dail tar,
the curator of the Zoo, Md Afsar
All, said that the lot was kept at
a godown at 48 Kazi Alauddin
Road for over 10 years “Last
year we soughl permission from

8o tage 12 Col 7
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: Khasru

'Indemnity Ordinance
not a part of the
Constitution’

Stale Minister for Law Abdul
Matin Khasru has said the 'so-
called' Indemnity Ordinance of
Khondker Moshtaque is not
part of the Constitution and
there is no scope for debate on
the matter, reports BSS.

He said the ordinance is not
a parl of the Constitution and
there is no necessity to amend
the Constitution to repeal it. It
is repealable by a simple major-
ity in the Sangsad, he added.

The minister was addressing
as chief guest a reception ac-
corded to two Members of Par-
liament from Comilla-2, AH M
Mostala Kamal and Tajul Islam
by the Laksam Association,

Dhaka at the Engineers' Insti- |,

tute here on Wednesday, accord-
ing to an official handout issued
yesterday.

Khasru said the ordinance,
promulgated by Khondker

Moshtaque, is contrary to hu-
man rights and rule of law. He
said such heinous example to
exonerate the killers could not
be found in the history of hu-
man civilisation. i

He said whether Khondker
Moshtaque had any lawful ba-
sis to declare himself the presi-
dent or whether he had any
power or constitutional au-
thority to promulgate the In-
demnity Ordinance, and
whether indemnity ordinance
was incorporated in the fifth
amendment by late President
Ziaur Rahman were very signif-
icant questions.

Khasru pointed out if, for the
sake of argument, it is assumed
that Indemnity Ordinance was
incorporated in the fifth
amendment, it can be said that
the Indemnity Ordinance was

See Page 12 coll

'No discussion.en changes
in BNP standing body'

Star Report

BNP leaders who attended

last Tuesday's meeting of the
party's Standing Committee
said yesterday that there was no
discussion about reorganisa-
tion of the my's highest fbl-
icy-making y.
y brushed aside reports
carried by a section of the press
that the meeting had discussed
the issue of dropping some
members from the party's
Standing Committee.

Prof Aminul Islam
new BOU VC

Prof M Aminul Islam of
Dhaka University Geography
ment has been ap ted
Vice-Chancellor of Bangladesh
Open University (BOU), official

sources said. reports UNB.
The government has also
appointed Prof Aminul Islam of
Soil Science

lhaka University
-- partment the Vice-Chancel-

lor of National University.

The new VCs would take over
their respective charges on Oc-
lober 21 for four-year term.

The BNP leaders. however,
said any changes in the party's
Standing Committee is the pre-
rogative of party chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia.

Though some members of
the BNP Standing Committee
confirmed that no discussion
took place on the issue in the

arty forum, one senior party
eader indicated that some de-
velopments regarding the
changes in the Standing Com-
mittee are in the offing.

The 15-member BNP Stand-
ing Committee had three sit-
tings in quick succession over
the last two weeks. Majid-ul-
Huq. a senior member of the
Standing Committee. had re-
signed on September 11. But the
party is yet to take a decision
regarding the formal acceptance
of Huqg's resignation letter.

to a party source,
y incm new faces in the
_ riy s highest policy maki
ﬁ;;dv. 13 s%hh‘lt rxﬂ-nt, is relafec

with a fifal decision regarding
the fate of Huqg's resignation let-
ler.

See Page 12 col 5

-Movesoontosecurebail

for Ershad in 17 cases

By Shehab Ahmed

Lawyers for Jatiya Party
chief Hussain Mohammad Er-
shad. MP. are moving the courts
soon to renew their efforts to
secure bail for their client in 17
more cases. JP sources said.

The former president was re-
cently granted bail by the Hggh
Court in a corruption case in
which he was sentenced to three
years simple imprisonment.

Two of Ershad's counsels
met him on Tuesday to discuss
the strategy. Their hope for ob-
taining bail for their client was
brightened following a meeting
between top government leaders
and a senior JP leader on Fri-
day last,

The JP leader conveyed Er-
shad's 'frustrations over what
he feels delay in obtaining bail.

Ershad has reportedly con
veyed to the government leaders
that he would like to see that
his bail petitions are not op-
posed and the process is com-
pleted by November 1. Other-
wise., he would consider with
drawal of his party's support to
the government

JP sources claimed they were
reassured by the ruling party
le.lers that they would not op-
pose the bail petitions. But gov-

ernment sources said they
would not interfere with the
process of law. It's upto the
courts to grant him bail, they

The JF chief also expressed
his desire to go out of the coun-
try for treatment, after per-
forming Umrah at Makkah and
a short stay in Dubai. if he ob-
tains bail in different cases. But
he prefers to have a thorough
medical check-up in London if a
medical board. which checked
him twice last month for vari-
ous complaints, suggests treat-
ment abroad. JP sources said.

Ershad. meanwhile, also
coMigained to the authorities
against jail officials who re-
portedly did not allow him to
encash a cheque for over Tk
500.000.

The cheque was sent by the
Parliament Secretariat paying
his arrear salary and al-

See Paze 12 Col 7
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Wislawa Szymbors

Polish poet wins
Nobel Prize

in literature

STOCKHOLM (Sweden), Oct
3: Polish poet Wislawa Szym-
borska. described as the
"Mozart of poetry,” won the No-
bel Prize in literature today, re-
ports AP,

She was cited for "poetry
that with ironic precision al-
lows the historical and biologi-
cal context to come to light in
fragments of human reality.”

This year's prize was the
richest ever since it was first
awarded in 1901 — 7.4 million
Kronor (1.12 million US doi-
lars),

Szymborska. 73, is also a
literary critic and has trans .
lated Frencl poetry. She lives

See Page 12 Col 7
Writ challenging
appointment of

president: Appeal

referred to CJ

By SC Correspondent

Chief Justice Abu Taher Mo-
hammad Afzal will hear to-
morrow the petition for consti-
tution of a special hench for ex-
peditious disposal, before Octo-
ber 8. of thtqlpea] preferred
against the High Court judge-
ment rejecting the writ petition
filed challenging the election of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed as

ce Bimalendi Bikash

I L uf the blic.
ik lﬂ:ﬁ@ﬁmn_ ol the Repu
[ Roy Chowdhtify after” heéaring

the appeal petition in his
chamber of the Appellate Divi-
sion yesterday. referred the
same to the C Justice.

See Pag®12 Col 8

BNP's cooperation
in implementing
UNDP-aided
projects sought

A senior official of the
UNDP called on Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia
at her cantonment residence
yesterday afternoon and dis-
cussed with her different issues
concerning the country's devel-
opment, reports UUNB.

Talking to the former Prime
Minister., the under secretary
general ol the United Nations
and associate administrator of
the UNDP Rafeeuddin Ahmed
expressed his satisfaction at the
progress of various ects un-
dertaken by the UN body in

Bar;Fladesh.

- cig)prtﬂatcd the projects
initiated during the Begum Zia
administration and was espe-
cially pleased by the poverty-al-
leviation programmes of the
SAARC taken under her chair-
man ship in 1993.

Ralecuddin snennoned that a
See Page 12 Col B

_ Fresh sanctions like_l_y

Travel to US by members of

WASHINGTON. Oct 3 I'resi
demt Bill Clinton ~ighed a ban
today on travel +v the United
States by meinbers of the
Myanmar junta and others who
henefit from its rule in protest
At the regime's human rights
abuses, r AFP.

An administration official
also noted that the Clinton ad-
ministration was considering

new economic sanctions
. against the military-ruled
country.

A provision just into
on mnew US investment in
Myanmar if the junta launches
a large-scale crackdown on its
critice or Lakes sleps against
opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi.

The visa proclamation fol-
lows the arresi of between 500
and B0 members of Aung San
Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD) ahead of a
planned conference last week-
end in Y .

"We deplore these actions
and call on the SLORC to release
immediately and uncondition-
ally all of the NLD members
and other democratic activists.”
the White House said In a
statement, referring to the rul-
ing State Law and Order
Restoration Council.

Myanmar junta banned

The visa ban takes effect
immediately and bars entry to
the Unit States by anyone
“formulating, implementing. or
benefitting from policies that
are im ing the transition tlo
democracy in Myanmar and
their [ y members.”

It does not necessarily apply
to diplomats coming to the
United States on official busi-
ness, according to one adminis-
tration official.

Shibir, BCL
call meetings
at IU today

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Oct 3: Chhatra
Shibir, Islamic University
Branch, has called a at
the main gate of the University
at 10 am tomorrow.

Asaduzzaman, president of
the Islamic University branch
Chhatra Shibir, will preside
over the meeting.

The speakers al the meeting
will demand reopening of the
University immediately

On the other hand, the BCL
has also called a similar meet-
ing al the same place at 3 pm
Llomorrow.

|

faeafe

FIwTSITA SfAand W A% eymEe ore o1
050" WTBIAR 1T IBITA AT |

e A4 wite 391 arers Sorm atfares o
G35 SN WEAEp WY | AT T - i

Bz aft 8 =g =1

33 o= Jfimears wiyeey sfeu# o 3riss 331
QT |

2 ¥fF @y orrr wiawmea 5w J6E |
= ¥ o urs g a3 |
32 W ws? wmRr S 9y RRE W

WWLY |

T MW NFNE (I O QreT 3 R (@,
faan (#) geelt, wffern G ofes
yoo/o A AEM @A, G ((BEE 8 EOUN)-4
COITTAY 96 | @ (BT "SIWTSTIHY &+ @TedT
s el e s @

* 6w ywwiure O WA ¥ AN T |

* yuerl) sTNS WYY

Y Ffve sws |

BawM™- 22y -0/ %0




