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Interview of former DU
VC Emajuddin Ahmed
with The Beily Star

Matia calls for allout
efforts to raise agri-
production
Slight decline in DSE
index
Pages 6, 7

DSE MARKET

DSE price: index 1688 87
| | Market capital Tk 11816.29 1
Transactions in volume 885349

‘I_ﬁuiﬁ: Tk 280c

CSE price index §99.73
Market capital Tk T053.48 cr
Transactions n volume 151030
Transactions in value Tk I
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workers: 2 hurt

Two workers of the Dhaka
Electricity Supply Authority
(DESA) were Ini:.lrtd when a
&wmﬂhmﬂarﬁﬂ them at Jmmkw i

yesterday. Wit-
nesses said traders of the mar-
turned violent and beat u
DESA workers, Masum, 25,
Motaleb. 40, as power sup
to the market was disrupted
hin half an hour of restoring
a line at about 6:30 ., The in-
ured were admit to Dhaka
al College Hospital. re-
poris LUNB.

SERRN

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL. Oct 1: Bus services
between Tangail and Dhaka re-
sumed today as the road trans-
port workers' union of the dis
trict called off their sirike.

The union decision Lo call
off the strike was taken last

night following an assurance by
ty Commissioner of Tan-

to previde compensation Lo
trans workers affected

a clash with students re-
cently. The assurance was given
at tripartite meeting am-:n%‘irx
students, transport workers
union leaders and the district
administration yesterday. The
sirike was called following a
clash between the students of

Mirjapur College and transport
workers on September 29

FPAB convening

committee formed

The Social Welfare Direc
torate has constituted a five
member convening committee
for l;_amﬂy Planni Asa-ociah
tion Bﬂﬂﬁdcsh (FPAB) wit
Dr Nilima alim as its con
venor. A PFAB press release
said in the city yesterday that
the Directorate had earlier dis-
solved the national executive
council of FPAB.

Dr Nilima Ibrahim had
taken the charge with effect

from September 30, the press
release added, reports BSS.

Launch hits engine
boat: 1 killed

By Staff Correspondent

A 35-year-old man died
when the launch Eagle knocked
down an engine boat at
Bashundhara Ghat of the Buri-
w river yesterday. Police

id the victim identified as
Annas was travelling in the
boat and fell into the river.

The fire service personnel
recovered the body.

2 held with arms

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL., Oct 1: Tangail
Sadar than police arrested two
young men with one pipegun
and three bullets from the Ecxs
tel of Bindubashini Govern
ment Beys High School here

this noon.
The arrested persons were
identified as Imrul Haider

Farid and Forhad Ali. Police
said. they were staying in the
school hostel
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Prime Minister on live TV programme

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said that as
the heacfuf overnment she be-
lieves in and pursues the
of democratic obligation, fra-
ternity and accountability, re-

“There should be trans-
parency in the state decisions"”
she said, adding that public in-

terest suffers in the absence of
transparency in the process of

taking and implementing deci-
sions.

In a live television question-
and-answer session markin
the completion of 100 days o
her 'government of national

consensus.’ the Prime Minister

called for cooperation and joint
endeavours from all in the na-
tion's march towards the 21st
century,

During her 30-minute ap-
pearance on 'Sabinaya J :
programme of Bangladesh

policy

Transparency in state
sions a must

Television [BTV). the Prime

Minister, besides highlighting

various achievements of her
government, also replied to
uestions from the audience in
the TV studio as well as from
the home listeners over tele-
phone.

At the outset of her speech,
the prime minister recalled
with deep respect the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the martyrs of the great freedom
struggle.

The Prime Minister ex-

pressed her thanks and grati-

tude to the people belonging to-

all professions and classes for
taking part in the struggle for
democracy.

The prime minister said she
had appeared before the nation
on June 24 after formation of
her government following the

See Page 12 Col 1
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Highlights of
actwtties
in 100 day s

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina ytnterdaﬁ highlighted
activities and achievements of
her government during its 100
days in power, reports UNB.

The activities are as follows:

1) Restoration of voting
rights, 2] Steps for running lo-
cal government by elected rep-
resentatives, 3) Non-partisan
and legal action to curb terror-
ism, 4) One-man judicial probe
into Bogra killings, 5) A 3-
member judicial enquiry about
the missing of Kalpana
Chakma, 6) Judicial enquiry
into woodcutter killings in
Chittagong Hill Tracts, 7) En-
hancement of rationing for po-
lice to 40.per cent from 20 per

. cent, 8) Enhancement of com-

pensation from Tk 50,000 to Tk
100,000 for casualty of police, 9)
Legal action against corrupt
ple and bank defaulters, 10)
ubmission of statements on
property owned by ministers of
the present government, 11)
Adoption of rules of business
empowering ministers as the
executive of ministries. 12} En-
See Page 12 Col 4
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Construction work of an overbridge near the Baitul Mukarra

months creating inconvenience to pedestrians.
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Over 300000 Asians may

have to leave UAE

DUBAI (United Arab Emi-
rates). Oct 1: Alter working for
years to help build the modern
cities of the United Arah Eil-
rates. hundreds of thousands of
Asians are being forced to leave,
and many are going home full
of resentment, reports AP

I've spent the best years ol
my life here and this is what |
get in return, 48-year old Moto
sald today as he prepared Lo
board a ship that will take him
Lo his native India.

Mote. who gave only one
name, was among the many
thousands of Asians who came
to the UAE seeking work during
the oil boom of the 1970s

They helped transform the
United Arab Emirates from a
barren desert into an ulira
wodern commercial hub in the
Gulf wath some of the worid s
mosl sophisticated infrastruc
ture

Now they feel the UAE has

atetul
The illegal workers csi;
mated by the povernment at

around 120 OU0 but unofticially
pegged a1 10,000 or more —
scrambied Lo take advantage of
the amnesiy queuing for days
in front of their embassies for

exit permits.
ey needed these docu
ments because they had given
their passports to their original
— and legal — employers in the
UAE

But they later quit to take
helter paying jobs ({llegally
while their passports remained
in the hands ol their original

Depression
over Bay

A well marked low over wesl
central Bay off Andhra coast
has concentrated into a depres-
slon and was centered at 6 pm
yvesterday at about 1280 kms
south west ol the Chittagong
port, reports UNB

It is likely to intensify fur
Lther and move in a north west
erly direction. Met Office said

According to a special
weather bulletin, maximum
sustained wind within 45 kins
of the depression centre is about
2 kph rising to 60 kph in gusts
and squalls

Maritime ports of Chit-
L idong, Cox's Bazar and Mongla

liave been advised to keep
hoisted Distant Cautionary
Sigial No One

rmgluycr-
he government passed a
law in mid-July that stiffened
lines and prison sentences for
illegal foreign workers and
their employers. The law also
included an amnesty for ille-
gals, provided they leave the
country by Nov |

A boat with 1,200 foreign
workers left yesterday for India
annd Moto was among some
4,100 who boarded a second
ship toda
f}ﬂl{:la{ figures show that of
the UAE's 2 4 million popula
ton. 75 per cent are foreigners
More than half the population
is from five Asian countries —
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and the Philippines

Outnumbered by foreigners
by & ratio of 3-10-1, many UAE
citizens applauded the decision
lo expel illegal loreign workers,
part ol a larger atlempt 1o sto
whal some have called a cu
lural invasion

It is feared that the new law
will result in higher prices for
SETVICEes, as comparies can no
longer hire il workers, who
are paid less and are easier to
exploit than those working le-
gitimately

— e
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Fighting with Dostam’s forces imminent

Masood's troops blow up
entrance to Panjshir

Taliban soften
policy on
women

KABUL. Oct 1. Kabul s new

| Taliban Islamic leadership to-

day unveiled a new softer poli
for women in the it
and a concil-
iatory line toward its main
northern rival, r AFP

In the first press conference
since the Tali overran the
Afghan capital Friday. a top
militia official said that
women would be allowed to go
to school and would return to
work in offices

"According to Islamic rules.
education is a must for women
and is not limited for either
men or women. caretaker
deputy foreign minister Sher
Mohammed Stanakzai said.

See Page 12 Col 4

PANJSHIR VALLEY (Afgha-
mistan), Oct 1: The entrance to
the Fanjsher Valley was blown
up with dynamite this after-
Moo troops of Ahmad Shah
Ma to block rapidly advan-
cing Taliban militia, eyewit-
nesses said.

"We are going to a very
deny the Taliban entry to the
Panjsher " Commander Bismil-
lah Khan teid AFP at the front-
line of troops loyal to President
Burhnuddin Ehbm; ousted
Friday by the Taliban.

The Panjshir Valley lies
some 100 kilometres north of
Kabul. where the Taliban have
begun implementing strict Is-
lamic Sharia’ Law

Taliban commander Abdur
Razzaq said today he has called
on Masood to 'surrender or be
wiped out.

Razzaq told Reuters that he
had sent a letter to Masood say

ing that if he stopped fighting

he rauidh be ﬁ;h en.

In the nei uring Sal
Pass. immediately to the Wt;ngf
the Panjshir, there was no

reported between the
Taliban and the Uzbek faction
of ex-communist general Abdul
Rashid Dostam.

Afghan Islami Press (AlIP)
u:gs. iorcuﬁ t:cﬂnotmn retreated
today from the strategic Sal
tunne! fol a 24-hour ﬂg
timatum from the Taliban but
no independent confirmation
was imunedia availabile

The Taliban advanced to
the mouth of tunnel, 120
kihmtu‘im north t
ca and ti
mfih Uzbek m}a':‘

Travellers said the two
lorces were separated by a dis-
tance of only a few hundred
meters.

Thousands of Dostum's sol-
diers and senior commanders

have reportedly taken u {-
tion on either ::ynd dﬂx?mmelm .

he an
was likely

|
|
|
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Save Dhaka, Clean

Dhaka campaign
resumes Friday
By Staff Correspondent

The "Save Dhaka Clean
Dhaka campaign orgainised by
The Daily Star 1 cooperation
with the Bangladesh Scouts and
Lhe Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(B will resume on Friday

Members of Dhaka Me
tropolitan Scouts and Dhaka
Regiqnal scouts will visit
houses from evening to 10 pm to
motivate le to dump their
garbage in dustbins.

The programme will con-
tinue on every Friday during
the month

Scouts from Graduate High

School. Narinda Government
High School, Motijheel Gov
ernment Boys High School

T&T High School. ldeal School
and College. Government Sci
ence College, Tejgaon Goverrn
ment High School, Nakhalpara
Hossain Ali High School ir
pur Government High School,
Fogoj High School, Chin-
hamukta Scout Group, Shaheed
Abu Taleb High School Na-
tional Bangla High School.
Mirpur Bangla High School
Dhaka Zilla Railway Scouts,
Dhaka Zilla Sea Scouts. Dhaka
Zill Air Scouls., Rover Scouts
and members of the girls in
See Page 12 (0l 4
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Bangladesh
garments have
great demand
L] - 1
in India

A 5-member delegation of
Calcutta-based Be National
Chamber of Commerce and In
dustry (BNCCI) led its Presi-
dcn:rganmendra P Shah called
on Commerce and Industr
Minister Tofael Ahmed at his
office yesterday. reports BSS.

The delegation informed the
minister that they wanted to
increase trade and investment
between the two countries on
the basis of economic er

They said that there was
great demand of Bangladesh
garments in India particularly
in West :

They also informed that a
large number of Indian tourists
wanted to visit Bangladesh and
Bangladesh government could
arra a tourism fair in India
so that Indian tourists would be
able to know about the avail-
able facilities and packag o-
grammes offered for the

tourists.
The delegation emphasised

on arranging joint symposium
between the two countries In

See Page 12 Col 3
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False alarm over gun-running in Bombay

Arms in the ship belonged to
Bangladesh peacekeepers

NEW DELHI, Oct 1: It all
started last week, when offi-
cials from the Indian Customs
in Bombay alerted the police
saying they need help to board
and search a ship that they
thought was carrying weapons.

The Customs said they were
tipped off by a string of inform-
ers that they employ to let them
know of any wrongdoing
around India's main port.

India maintains very high
security standard in Bombay in
view of wave of terrorist bomb-
ings. A total of 13 bombs had
exploded across central Bombay
on March 12, 1993, killing at
least 317 people and destroying
ma{'l‘}r important buildings.

th Bombay, India's busi-
ness capital, on such a high
alert, city police in turn alerted

Arafat in Washington
tojoin ME summit

WASHINGTON, Oct 1: Pales-
tinian President Yasser Arafat
arrived in the United States
early this morning for an emer-
gency summit called to end an
explosion of violence that has
threatened to derail the Middle
East peace process, reports
Reuter.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu and Jordan's

King Hussein are already here
to join Arafat at the hastily ar-
ranged two-day summit called
by Fresident Bill Clinton
scheduled to begin later today.
Egyptian President Hosni

| Mubarak would not take part.

President Mubarak said to-
day he refused the invitation to
the summit in Washington in
part to send a signal to Ilsrael
tinacy can
only block Middle East peace.

Mubarak says. Natanyahu's
hardline comments just before

Arafat said Monday he was
going to the summit to demand
the withdrawal of Israeli troops
from the West Bank city of He-
bron and the closure of the
Jerusalem tunnel that caused
the recent crisis and bloodshed.

‘'m not asking for the
ioon. m asking fer what has

+ the swmnaul offers little hope ol j{ng_ .
i siiceess, 0 ° v ussed ways

From Kunal Ganguly

the state police and the Coast
Guard. Top officials of the three
departments met in Bombay
and reviewed the intelligence
reports that thelv.; have been re-
ceiving since the ship sailed
into India's territorial waters.

And the Indians decided to
take action. They boarded M V
Pachdream and there was in-
stant jubilation. The Indians
have exposed another gun-
running racket, as the ship's
cargo was found to be made up
of arms, mainly close combat
weapons.

But there was one flaw. None
of the ships crew showed any
sign of nervousness and none of
them made any attempt to con-
ceal anything. That was sur-
prising to the Customs who had
expected the crew to tremble in

been agreerl and signed.” Arafat
said alter meeting with three
European Union foreign minis-
lers on his way to Washington.

"l am not putting any condi-
tions because peace is a precious
target.” he said.

etanyahu said Monday he
will propose continuous negoti-
ations to the Palestinians to
hammer out all remaining ob-
stacles to implementing the
autonomy accord.

Netanyahu added that he
and Arafat would be directly
involved in such negotiations
to them along.

senior Netanyahu aids
told re ers on his plane that
the Israeli leader expected
Arafat to reaffirm his renunci-
ation of violence,

Clinton and King Hussein
today huddled in the private
residence of the White House for
45 minutes on salvaging the

. in
which they could ... get the peace
process back on track.” said
White House spokesman David
Johnson,

Clinton is trying to over-
come deep distrust between Is- |
raeli and Palestinian leaders.

If he can get Netanyahu and

See Page 12 Col 8
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Task before the new VC

By Farid Hossain

On Monday Prol Abul Kalam
Azad Chowdhury ook over as
the 22nd Vice-Chancellor ol the
Dhaka University, the country's
premier educational institution
once touted as the Oxford of the
East but today troubled by
armed conflicts between rival
student groups

His appointment came on
Sunday four days after he was
voted the first of the three-per-
son VC panel by the university’s
Senate on September 25, The
election was held after his pre
decessor. Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed resigned in late August
lollowing a new wave of terror-
Isii In the campus that dis-
rupted the academic life for a
few days

In one sense it was campus
terrorism that paved the way
flor the election and thus
Chowdhury s becoming the
head of the university No won

der Chowdhury put elimination |

of terrorism from the campus
on the top of his agenda
“Terrorism will be elimi

nated from the campus at any
cost." Chowdhury told reporters
after the appointment letter
reached him. ‘all steps will be
initiated 1o restore peace

His resignation lrom the

—

Terrorists, police |

trade fire 1n
Ctg : One held

| From Staff Correspondent

CHITTALGGONG . Oct |, Police
arrested one terrorist here this

| evening. A rifle and nine bullets

were also recovered [from his
[_Hlﬁ-ﬂf'ﬁﬁiﬂn

The arrested was identified
as Suranjit Barua

Police said they raided the
Bhuiya Lane under Panchlaish
thana at B pm after getting se-
crel information over tele
phone,

As soon as police went to the
spol. the terrorists opened fire
After hall an hour exchange ol
fire the police arrested Suranjit
but others fled

BCL leader

stabbed to death |

HABIGANJ. Oct | A leader of |

the ruling party’s student front
was stabbed to death by uniden
tified miscreants in the Bahu
bal thana headquarters today.

| police sald. reports UNB

The dead was identified as
Ful Mia. 22 Bangladesh Chha
ira League Bahubal thana unit

See Page 12 Col 8

Advisory Council of the ruling
Farty. the Awami League, has
een one of those steps. The
next move he is contemplating
is o hold a meeting with the
representatives of all student
organisations, which are the
fronts of various political par-
ties, Includin;i the Awami
League and the largest opposi-
tion group, the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party.

Cooperation from the ruli
party's student front, the Chha-
ira League, is assured. Will oth-
ers, especially the Chhatra Dal
ol the BNP go the same way?

In assuming the office of the
VC Chowdhury has proclaimed
himself as a neutral adminis-
lrator promising not to be in-
flueniced by his political belief,

See Page |2 Col 2

iright.

Also, the captain of the ship
told the Customs that the cargo
was meant for Ban sh and
it was all official. There was no
gun-running involved.

There was apparently some
communication gap between
the Customs and the ship's crew
and the former told the latter
that the ship should not be al-
lowed to sail auntil further in-
vestigation. ‘

And then the periny dropped.

It was discovered that the
ship was indeed ¢ ng arms
that rightfully belongs to the
Bangladesh army.

But the question still re-
mained. What Bangladesh arms
are doing in Bombay. 1,000
miles away from Bangladesh.

See Page 12 Col 4

Most ministers
give statements

of assets
By Reaz Ahmad

Most of the ministers and
state ministers have submitted
statements of their assets to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
according to official sources.

They submitted their state-
ments in last one week in pre-
scribed forms supplied by the
Cabinet Division Pant month.

Monday was the last date for
submission of their assets.

Those who could not submit
their statements till Saturday

See Page 12 Col 1

Water experts
back home

The 3-member experts
committee returned to Dhaka
last night after holding talks
with the Indiands}dc in a bid to*
prepare ground for an -
ment on the sharing m
Ganges water before the next

Additional Secre-
tary Ahmed Tariq Karim led
the Bangladesh team at the
talks held in New Delhi on
September 27-28,

The two sides were learnt to
have mainly discussed the dry
month flow of the G water.
The experts also visited the
Farakka barrage site,

The next round of expect-
level talks will be held in
Dhaka sometime this month,
sources said.

Gayoom due
in city Oct 16

By Staff Correspondent

Maldives President Mamoon
Abdul Gayoom is scheduled to
pay a S-daF official visit to
Bangladesh from October 186, it
was learnt from diplomatic
sources.

The President of the Mal-
dives will be the first Head of
State to visit B after
the Awami League came to
power more than three months
ago. :

President Gayoom is ex-
pected to hold talks with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on in-
creased bilateral cooperation in
various sectors including trade
and investment. The two lead-
ers will also identify new areas
ol cooperation within the fra-
mework of SAARC.
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