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Bangladesh-the paradise
countries

Dr. A.K.A. Mubin

Chairman
Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation

Noble laureate Rabindranath
Tagore depicted the country
as Golden Bengal. Its fertile
alluvial plains with lush green
crop fields, roll out into the
home of the villagers, whilst
the colourful hills of the
borderland, cut by numerous
deep gorges, open valleys
and hill streams, are thickly
covered with evergreen virgin
forests which wear the most
vivid colours of nature
throughout the varying
seasons of the year. It is
indeed a vast garden where
the highland forest throbs with
a multitude of gaily coloured
song birds, and the streams
teem with fish as the other
fauna of the forest compete to
beautify the landscape. It is
not surprising therefore, that
the ancient chroniclers, when
extolling its captivating
beauty, have described the
country as “a land of emeraid
and silver," “a garden fit for
kings" or even as the Mughal
official documents styled it
“Jannat-ul-bilad the “Paradise
of countries”. .

With about 110 million friendly
inhabitants crowded into an
area of 1,44,000 square
kilometres, Bangladesh emer-
ged as an independent slate
in Asia in 1871 by breaking
away from Pakistan after the
horrors of an incredibly
savage civil war,

The history of Bangladesh is
old and eventful. The land
always attracted people. The
earilest inhabitants were
Austro-Asians who were
followed by Dravidians from
western India and Aryans
from central Asia. With time
there were other influxes.
Mongols. Abbysinians, Arabs,
Armenians and a host of other
races joined the Pathans and
Turks culminating in the final
entry ol the English to create
one ol the most interesting
meiting pots in this parn of the
world

Bangladesh thus has become
a country of diverse
attractions, bountiful nature
and friendly millions with moreé
than a millennium of cultural
hertage. Let us discover this
beautiful country,
DHAKA-the capital city
The capital of Bangladesh is
Dhaka with its exciting history
and nch culture, known the
worid over as the city of
mosques and muslin, it has
attracted travellers from far
and near throughout in all the
ages. It has a history dating
back to earlest time. But the
exact date of its foundation is
not known. However, accor-
ding 10 recorded history it was
founded in 1608 A.D. as the
seat of the imperial Mughal
Viceroy of Bengal. Dhaka as
the capital of Bangladesh has
grown into a busy city of
about seven million people
with an area of about 815 sq.
km.

Having a happy blending of
old and new architectural
trends, Dhaka has been
developing fast as a modern
city and is throbbing with
activities n all spheres of ife.
It is the centre of industrial,
commercial, cultural, educa-
tional and political activities of

Bangladesh.
SUNDARBANS : The
beautiful forest

In the south western part of
Bangladesh in the district of
greater Khulna, lies the
Sundarbans, “The beautiful
forest”. The Sundarbans is a
cluster of islands with an
approximate area of about
7000 sq. km. forming the
largest biock of green forests
its beauty hes in its unigue
natural surrounding. Thou-

sands of meandering
streams, creeks, rivers and
estuaries have enhanced its
charm. Sundarbans, meaning
beautiful forest, is the natural
habitat of the world famous
Royal Bengal Tiger, spotted
deer, crocodiles, jungle fowl,
wild’ bear, lizards, rhesus
monkey and an innumerable
variety of beautiful birds,

preach Islam and defeated
the then Raja Gour Gobinda.
Sylhet thus became a district
of saints, shrines and daring
but virile people.

For miles and miles around,
the visitor can see the tea
gardens spread like a green
carpet over the plain land or
on the sloping hills. A visit to
the tea plantation in Sylhet is
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SYLHET - The Tea
Capital

Nestled in the picturesque
Surma valley amidst scenic
lea plantation and lush green
tropical forests, Sylhet is a
prime afttraction for all tourists
visiting Bangladesh. Lying
between the Khasia and the
Jantia hills on the north, and
the Tripura hills on the south
Sylhet breaks the monotony
of the flatness of this land by
a multitude of terraced tea
gardens, roling country side
and the exotic flora and
fauna. Here the thick tropical
forests abound with many
species of wildlife, scented
orange groves and luxuriam
pineapple plantations spread
thewr aroma around the typical
hearth and homes of the
manipuri tribal maidens
famous for their dance.

The valley has a good number
of haors which are big natural
depressions. During winter
these haors are vast

- streiches of green land, but in

the rainy season they turn
intc a turbulent sea. These
haors provide a sanctuary 1o

the millions of atory birds
who fly from ra accross
the Himalayas 1o avoid the
severe coid

Sylhet has also a very

interesting and rich history
Belore the conquest by the
Muskms, it was ruled by local
:Mm.h 1303, the great
Saint Hazrat Shah Jalal came
to Sylhet from Delhi with a
band of 380 disciples 1o

a memorable experience.
Sylhet, the tea granary of
Bangladesh, not only has
over 150 tea gardens but also
proudly possesses Ihree
largest tea gardens in the
world both in area and
production

TRIBES OF
BANGLADESH

There are as good as thirty
different tribes living In
different tribal areas of Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts, Mymensingh,
Syihet, Dinajpur and Rajshahi.
Their life, culture, custom,
heritage, religion, language
and history are all different.
Life of the tribal people

Aextremely fascinating. Majo-

rity of them are Buddhists and
the rest are Hindus,
Chnstians and Animists.
COX'S BAZAR - the
Tourist Capital of
Bangladesh

Miles of golden sands,
towering clifis, surfing waves,
rare conch shells, colourful
pagodas, Buddhist temples
and tribes, delightiul sea food
this is Cox's Bazar—the
lourist capital of Bangladesh.
Having the world's longest
(120 kilometres) beach
sloping gently down to the
blue waters of the Bay of
Bengal. Cox's Bazar is one of
the most attractive tourist
spots in the country.

Located at a distance of 152
km south of Chittagong, the
leading sea port of
Bangladesh, Cox's Bazar is
connected both by air and

of

road from Uhaka and
Chittagong.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL

SITES & MONUMENTS

Bangladesh is a country
considerably rich in archaeo-
logical wealth especially of
the mediaeval period both
during the Muslim and pre-
Muslim rules, though most of
it is still unexplored and
unknown. The earlier history
of Bangladesh reveals that
Buddhism received royal
patronage from some impor-
tant ruling dynasties like the
great Bala rulers, the
Chandras and the Deva kings.
Under their royal patronage
numserous well organised,
self-contained monasteries
sprang up all over the
country. The major archaeo-

| logical sites are described

below.
Paharpur

Dr. A.K.A. Mubin

Paharpur is a small village 5
km. west of Jamalgan| in the

greater Rajshahi district
where the remains of the most
important and the largest
known monastery south of the
Himalayas has been
excavated . This 7th century
arthaeological find covers
approximately an area of 27
acres of land. The
architecture of the pyramidal
cruciform temple i1s profoundly
influenced by those of South-
East Asia, especially Burma
and Java. A small site-
museum built in 1956-57
houses the representative
collection of objects reco-
vered from the area. The
excavated findings have also
been preserved at the
Varendra Research Museum

at Rajshahi.
Mahasthangarh
Mahasthan, the oldest
archaeological site of

Bangladesh is on the westem
bank of river Karatoa, 18 km.
north of Bogra town beside
Bogra-Rangpur road. Several
isolated mounds, the local
names of which are Govinda
Bhita Temple. Khodal Pathar
Mound, Mankalir Kunda, Para-
suramer Bedi, Jiyat Kunda
elc. surround the fortified
city. This archaeological site
is still held tc be of great
ity by the Hindus. Every
year (mid-April) and once in
every 12 years (December)
thousands of Hindu devotees
join the bathing ceremony on
the bank of river Karatoa. A
visit to the Mahasthangarh
site museum will open up for
you a wide variety of
antiquities, ranging from
terracotta objects to old
ornaments and coins reco-
vered from the site.
Mainamati
An isolated low, dimpled range
of hills, dotted with more than

§0 ancient Buddhist
settlements of the Bth to
century A.D. known as

Mainamati-Lalmai range are
extended through the centre
of the district of Comilla.
Salban Vihara, aimost in the
middie of the Mainamati-
Laimai hill range consists of
115 cells, built around @

FeATae 65 forrgm Ty« o oS et e
w38 IR MW AfSATER WT @ IwAS YA WA (NI
o SRR #fhw WH AT T TR (W W WHHS |

5 @=fb ol fog | Arefessnm g faoy ot @=fe
Srgerary g R fee | O Togd N0es (ROANE )
e+, dfe fafaone, oty Romss ¢ hogesa o
T | A0S (T (AT @G3R WTLE WICE CTER% /5717 43P0
IrfEr Mgy fioee farafes | wren e faresam G

| 3% e Tyt caepmr orfbF frge faem ¢ Saute wed

STY (WU W | AW GUTE WAy 3 Py Rfdmny afe
w55 (wrn wRe THya fafsw 3w | «% wow Eed,
@RI ¢ [fE-+rfiey wufes Ao @emrR IS 032

ewrTe Az fads, s Wit e, wgerm g
e, e Moy 6 AFfe, Towrdy e gritd
e ¥R ot e fare ofberar FE WA I
(s ITw Gt e W 9 e 4fe W@

Ljcie §f

o0R T AR INHIve BrAne red ey FEE I
WHA- G FNA A WA 40T T dy- 9@ FERA Arv

o o7 |

spacious courtyard with a
cruciform temple in the centre
facing its only gateway
complex to the north
resembling that of the
Paharpur Monastery, Kutila
Mura situated on a flattened
hillock, about 5§ km. north of
Salban Vihara inside the
Comilla Cantonment drea is a
picturesque relic of an unique
Buddhist establishment. Here
three stupas are found side
by side representing the
Buddhist “Trinity” or three
jewels i.e. the Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha.
Charpatra Mura is an isolated
small oblong shrine situated
about 2.5 km. north west of
Kutila Mura stupas. The only
approach to the shrine is from

theweast through a gateway"
which leads to a spacious

hall. The Mainamati site
Museum has a rich and varied
collection of copper plates,
gold and silver coins andi2th
bronze objects.

HISTORICAL SITES
Lalbagh Fort

The capital city Dhaka
predominantly was a city of
the Mughals, The finest
specimen of this period is the
Aurangabad Fort, commonly
known as Lalbagh Fort which
indeed represents the
unfultiied dream of a Mughal
prince. It occupies the south
western part of the old Dhaka
city, overlooking the Buri-
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ganga on whose northern
bank it stands as a silent
sentinel of the old city. The
main purpose of this fort, was
to provide a defensive
enclosure of the palacial
edifices of the interior and as

such, was a type of
place ortress rather than a
seize fort.

Kantanagar Temple,
Dinajpur

The most ornate among the
medieval temples of
Bangladesh is the Kantanagar
temple near Dinajpur town,
which was built in 1752 by
Maharaja Pran Nath of
Dinajpur. It was originally a
navaratna temple, crowned
with-four nchly ormamental
cormer towers on two storeys
and a central one over the

third story. Unfortunately
these ornate towers collapsed
during an earthquake at the
end of the 19th century.

Inspite of this,the, monument
rightly clurnl to Be the finest

extant example of its type in
brick terracotta built by
Bengali artisans.

Besides, there are many other

mosques, temples and monu-
ments which interst many a

tourist 1o Bangladesh.



