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NEWS B
No plan to raise
fuel price

The government has no plan

lo increase fuel , an ofli-
cial announcement said here

m, The announcement .
ollowed press

s that the

T e
Arsenic pollution:

FS

Probe body formed

The governmenti has formed
a five-member committee to
the arsenic
contamination through the
electiric poles used by Rural
Electrification Boeard (REB|). an
official handout said The
committee will conduct scien-
tific tests il the chemicall
treated have any lin
with the arsenic contamination
and give its report within next
one month, reports BSS.

Armed attack on
BNP leader

SIRAJGAN.J. Sept 29: A local
BNP leader was critically in-
jsl.;.rcd in an armed attack at

paﬁmr[hana todav Police

ol miscreants at-

I..Ilht-tl L’-H lcader Advocate
Abdul Hakiun. 40, al 7 in the
. He was admitted 1o

Sadar ital. BNP leaders
alleged that the activists of

ruling Awami League attacked
Abdul Hakim. reports UNB.

2850 more return
from UAE

About 2. 850 ed work-
ers were flown home from
E:t lilgimd hr::ilitl Emirates in

hours 6pm yester-
day. Immigration officials at
the Zia International
said the illegal immi
were carried to Dhaka by

anits

Pmbehudymmd
Buriganga bridge

A five-member enquiry
commitiee has been formed by
the of Communica-
tion to look into the causes how
;:-md’u:mm

mﬁwwm
Babu Bazar wert under water.
The committee, which com-
prises representative of BUET.
will also examine whether it

would have the
] T
ports BSS.
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced
formation of the Parliamen-
tary Task Force putting due em-
phasis on strengthening sup-
port services of parliament to
make it a centre of all activi-
ties, reports BSS.

"We must increase efficiency
of the Parliament Secretariat,
equip it with modern technol-
ogy so that it can provide sup-
port and service necessary for
proper and effective function-
ing of parliament,” she said
while announcing the names of
the Task Force at the Jatiya
Sax:%sad Bhaban in the ci

ith Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury in the chair. the
function was also addressed
Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Abdul-
luh. UNDP's Assistant Admin-
istrator Rafiuddin Ahmed and
M K Anwar MP on behalf of
Leader of the Opposition in par-
liament.
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-member JS Task
Force announced

Secretary of the Parliament
Secretariat Abul Hasem gave
the address ol welcome.

The seven-member task
lorce announced by the Prime
Minister is headed by Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury.
Other members are Chief Whip
Abul Hasnat Abdullah, adviser
to the Prime Minister on Par-
liamentary Affairs Suranjit
Sengupta, Opposition Chief
Whip andker Delwar Hus-
sain, Chowdhury Kamal Ibne
Yousuf MP, Nargis Ara Hug MP
and Sabita Begum MP.

United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP]} has
supported preparation of the
assessment report and also is
coordinating activities of all

de\relugmcnt partners in
strengthening the Bangladesh
Parliament.

The function was attended
by Deputy Speaker of Parlia-
ment Advocate Abdul Hamid.
ministers, MPs, diplomats, rep-

resentatives of development
partners and senior govern-
ment officials.

Announcing the formation
ol the Task Force, the Prime
Minister stressed the need for
E:;ﬂpcr training of staff mem-

rs and officers in their re-

Hopes for At‘z fa t-Netl nyahu talks fade
Israel reopens tunnel
detying UN call
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spective fields. "Some sort of
orientation and training is also
necessary for the members ol
parliament, particularly the
newly-elected ones," she said.

In this respect, she referred
to the needs assessment report
and said the measures already
recommended would have to be
undertaken without any delay
lo achieve the goals,

She referred 1o the present
government's firm commit-
ment to make parliament the
centre of all activities lor
simooth running of the govern-
ment and expressed her beliel
that both Treasury and Opposi-
tion, benches should have only

See Page 12 Col |

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has accused the
present government of politi-
cising the health sector.

Leader of the ition

in the Jatiya Sangsad was ad-

a delegation of doctors

at her Minto Road official resi-
dence.

The d

ation, led by re-
sentatives of the Doctors' Asso-

eiation of Bangladesh (DAB)
met her to exchange views on
the present situation in the
health sector in particular and
overall situation in the country
in general.

of Abdur Rashid. presi-
dent, and Dr Azizul Haq, secre-
general of the DAB, led the
Other office bearers

of the DAB were also present.
“The BNP had governed the

BNP may announce
fresh agitation
programme today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party will stage demonstration
in the city today as part of its
countrywide agitation pro-

grammes.

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan is sched-
uled to address a rally, an-

t.g the BNP city unit, in
front of the Jatiya Press Club at
4 pm this afternoon.

With today's demonstration
and rally, the current phase of
BNP's agitation pro rammc
will draw to an end. A

programme is Iik:ly tn

&th:m
announced from the rally,

sources said.

constituencies, and arrest. ha-
rassment and filing of [false
cases against BNFP workers.
s ands include issuing
ol identity card for every voter

and resignation of the Chiel
Election Commissioner for his
alleged failure to hold free and
fair polls.

Earlier, BNP had announced
a programme to gherao the
Election Commission (EC) Sec-
retariat and issued a seven-day
ultimatum till September 17 for
resignation of the CEC. On
September 18. it announced the
current cuuntrywide ag!tluon

prm!taﬂ Emwﬂtl 1

Sylhet adds: The Sythet |
Sﬂm

T

the divisional headquarters.

VIPs, but not
a section of
bureaucrats’

By Mizan Al

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup
tion (BAC) is em to call
VIPs at its offices to probe cor-
ruption charges against them
but it cannot do so in case of
certain sections of bureaucrats
official sources said

As per Sub-section 3 of the
Antl ruption Act of 1957,
BAC s are authorised to

investigate any oflence that
comes to the notice of the gov-
ernment. are also empow-
ered to search any place, seize
documents and arrest any per-
son who comunit offence.

“The BAC was made to devi-
ate a lot from its original man-
date.” said an official. adding
that this had weakened the
functioning of the Bureau. be

See Page 12 Col |

DMC classes
resume today

Classes of the Dhaka Medi
cal College (DMC) resume today
after a two-and a half-month
of unscheduled closure. reports
UNBE.

The was closed sine
die on August 14 lollowing
clashes between the activists ol

ro-Awami League Chhalra
and Jatwyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal the student wing of

Sec Page 12 Col B

¢ BNP has been

country for five years as a peo- w'mm
ples'’ government without lcrmrium unleashed by tht rul— unit nl' BNP will hold a
E:unm the lltrn-

she 0id the dele Mn T n-‘ Cduy as
" See Pige 12" col 5 purﬂlnd h
—— — e
'BAC can summon
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JERUE&LEM Sept 29: Hopes
for a quick Israeli-Palestinian
summit to save the peace pro-
cess faded today as Israel defi-
antly reopened an archeologi-
cal tunnel that sparked the
worst.ever clashes between the
two sides and threatened to roll
back signed peace agreements,
reports AFP.

Ig narin% appeals from
Palestinian leaders and the UN
call to close the tunnel after
four days of fighting between
Israeli troops and Palestinians
left 79 dead, authorities an
letting tourists into the site this
morning following a two-day
break for a Jewish holiday.

Dozens ol riot police were
deployed at the tunnel's new
exit into the Muslim quarter of
Jerusalem's old city to prevent
any new violence by Palestini-
ans who say the passage. which
runs near the sacred Al-Agsa
Mosque, profanes [slamic holy
sites.

Palestinian youths threw
some stones in the direction of
the exit. slightly hurting one
policeman.

The tunnel's reopening dealt

See also page 8

a new blow to intensive diplo-
matic efforts to arrange a
summit meeting between Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat and
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

US President Bill Clinton
today said that Netanyahu and
Arafat had to meet in
Wa esday to resolve
the latest crisis in the Arab-ls-
rael peace process, according to

a relﬂorl.
ng Hussein of Jordan has

also accepted the invitation,
and Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak was considering at-
tending, Clinton said.

In an interview published
today in an lsraeli
Arafat insisted that a m:tung
with Net.nyahu

'depends r:m
Mthetunnﬂuﬁe
SeePage 12 Col |
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A colourtul rully wus brought out in the aty yesterday

marking the Children's Rights Week

— Star photo

Dhaka urges donors to keep
up adequate flow of ODA

Finance Htms{er Shah AMS
Kibria called upon the devel-
oped countries (0 maintain ad-
equate flow of official assis-
tance needed for reduc-
tion and infrastructure devel-
apment, reports UNB.

Private flows cannot be a
substitute for official flows. he
observed while News-
men, in W ' on the out-
come of the Commonwealth Fi-
nance Ministers' conference on
Saturday. to a mes-
sagc received in the city yester-

Kﬂ::na who led a
de tion at the recently held
c rence in Bermuda, was
chosen as one of the five minis-
ters to brief the international
news media on the salient fea-
tures of the

The other rm:mhrr: of the
Commonwealth Finance Min-
ister that briefed the me-
dia were Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer of Britain Kenneth
Clark. Paul Martin of Canada.
Omaer Davis of Jamaica and
Mr Mogae, Vice-President and
Finance Minister of Botswana_

along with other
IIH:IIIbEI'I of the Worlid Bank-
International Monetary Fund
UMF) Group are now in the US
capital to atiend annual meet-
g of the Board of Governors of
the two Bretion Woods institu-
tons.
In his briefing. the
Bangladesh finance minister

Two killed in
Kushtia gunfight
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Sept 29- Two
sons were killed and four
injured in a gunfight between
two rival groups on Friday

night

The activists of the outlawed
Biplobi Communist y and
the JSD Gano were

locked in the fight in village

Sankardia under Sadar thana.

Siddigquii. 30. son of Nawab

All Munsi of Alasndanga thana

and Alauddin Ala. 35, of village
See Page 12 Col 3

observed that there were + Jis-

turbing signs of a coptim ,ous
decrease in the flow of cor wes-
sionial resources to the de selop-
ing countnes.

He noted with concen i that
official development ass’istance
(ODA) from the develope d world
to developing countries; fell in
real terms for the sixth consec-
utive !

It is reported th,al
amounted to about 0.2 7
of GNP of the OECD
(Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and De velopment)
countries — the lc,west ratio
since the Uniterd Nations
adopted a target of () 71 per cent
in 1970

“This decrease |.n the flow of
resources has imj jeded the de-
verlopment of inllr pliysical and
social inirastruct are in most of

¢ ountiries.” the

Bangiadesh
Bas mi’ nister pointed

fm.:qu-r.nl]y said. the

expanding priv ate capital I.'Iw
muc! 1 of the

ing world. Onl .y around iﬂdt
See Pagr: 12 Col |

ODA
per cent
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Arsenic pollution

'Use surface

water, use

alum in '
Star Report

Use of surface water instead
of ground water aind use of alum
in it by the pecple of 'arsenic
afllected areas have been sug-
gested by a lesding expert and
researcher

The m:gfrﬂion was made by
Professor M Mujibul Haq. Head
of the ar'ment of Skin and
VD, Dhaka Medical College.
while talking to The Daily Star
yesterday

Prof Hug carried out a re-
search in the arsenic affected
areas of (‘hapainawabganj for
three moriths

Dr Hiaqg said that arsenic
problem had affected over 50
per cenlt people of Sadar thana
in Chapainawabgan). where he

carried out his study during

Januaty to March this year

According to him. arsenic
level in the area of his study
was much more than the ac

ceptiible level as determined by
the 'World Heailth

Organisation
fitrongly recommending al

ternaative source ol water, Dr
Hu q said.
sy iking tu
of those sealed by the Public
Health Engineering Depart
roent lor arsenic contamina-
‘1on of water.

people were found
8 within 10 feet

Journalist dies

after recetving

'death threat'
v

A yournalist died ol {ardl.dt
arres! i1 the city yru-ttrddv,;
legedly after receiving alh
threat” from a jewellery house
over publication of a news item

on the recent gold haul, reports

LUUNB.

Chanchal Biswas, 39. News
Editor of Dainik Sonali Barta,
suffered heart attack while
talking over phone at his office
at about 4:50 pm as he was
frightened due to the threat to
his life. his colleagues said.

He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
doctors declared him dead at
about 5:30 pm. hospital sources
said.

The daily yesterday pub
lished a news item creeded by
News Media that police raided
the residence of Kazi Siraj. MP,
owner of "Amin Jewellers " in
connection with the Tk 7. 056
crore gold haul at Zia Ipterna-
tional Airport.

Journalists of ths Sonali
Barta told UNB that 2 man and
4 woman unleashed continuous

"death threat” on him over tele-
phone since 12 noon.

They called him at least for

See Page 12 Col 3

Habiganj-2 by-election
100 magistrates for

115 polling centres

Election Commission has

decided to take tough security
measures to ensure a free and
[air votin

in October 15 Habi-

ganj byelection, boycotted by
the main opposition. reports
UNB.

The decision was taken in a
joint meeting of the Commis-
sion, administration and law-
enforcing agencies at the EC
Secretariat here yesterday. ofli-
cials said

CU Syndicate
meets today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 29: The
Chittagong lniversity Syndi-
cate will meet tomorrow at 10
am to take decision on resump-
tion of classes and holding the
postponed examinations. offi-
cial source said today

The meeting is also expected
to constitute a high-powered
body to probe the allegations
umrfr by the two rival student
organisations — Bangladesh
Chhatra League and Chhatra
Shibir. the sources added.

The decision to hold the
Syndicate meeting was taken at
a meeting ol the university au-
thorities and leaders of the two

Ser Page 12 Col B

Acco to them. the meet-
ing also decided to deploy extra
security forces in some risky
centres of the constituenc 3
comprising Ajmeeriganj an
Baniachang thanas.

Some 100 magistrates will
be deplo in 115 pelling cen-
tres while four Su tendents
of Police will lead a total of
3.334 security personnel, offi-
cials said.

The security personnel in-
clude 1638 policemen, 1,100
ansars and 600 paramilitary
BDR men. Besides, army troops
will be depl to assist them.

The break-up of police per-
sonnel is as follows: SPs-4. Ad-
ditional SPs-2, Inspectors-20,
Sub-Inspectors- 162, Havildars-
68 and constables-1482.

BSS adds: Election Com-
missioner Abidur Rahman
urged the political parties and
local leadership to extend their
total cooperation to the mem-

bers of the law enforcing agen-

Chowdhury
ulty of Pharmacy, has been a

President
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DU VC

By DU Correspondent

Prof Abul Kalam Azad

. Dean of the Fac-

inted Vice Chancel-
or of the Dhaka University.
Chancellor of the university.

Abdur Rahman

Profile on page—2

*rm.a!:?

cies to make the byelection

meaningful. Without their co-
operation it is not possible to
hold fair polls, he added.

Rahman stressed on takins P

tough actions by local admini .
tration and law enlorcing agr .p
cies to check terrorism

polling area,

See Page 12 Col 4

Taliban have great love

for Islam : Pak FM

ISLAMALAD. Sept 29 Pak
istan today welcomed the new
Taliban government in Kabul
saying it hoped the Islamic
militia would provide clean and
honest leadership they did
elsewhere in Alghanistan, re-
ports AFFP

Taliban leadership are men
of piety” and have great love for
Islam. Foreign Minister Sardar
Aseff Ahmed Ali said In a
statement

Young man shot

dead 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

One

dead and al
were Injurtd when an unic.enti

fled gang opened fire pear a
market at Jurain under Demra
thana in the eity y’:sterday

evening.

A rickshawpulle
25. who sustaine'd bullet In
juries died at the Dhaka Medi-

Hosysital (DMCH) at
lhum hospital sources

! See Page 12 Col 7

uunqi man was sh g
cast five D{h_:r!

Kalam,

He expresser

Algh
would be able 1o

Kabul as tFr

where in A fghanistan .’
About formal
the new

Ebu;r,r_

‘In any case the

for the

government Lhey

temn.” he said.
Pakistan sent a

iban because

ﬁ:zﬂm had an mt
its immediate nelgh

bor. All said.

The de
talks with
on sl hening

the two countries, he added

"1
recover il iEHﬂl

Biswas made the new appoint-
ment under Section 11(2) of the
Dhaka University Order 1973,
according to a government noti-
fication issued yesterday.

Prof Chowdhury will take
over as the 22nd Vice Chancel-

See Page 12 Col 4

Shantibahini
extends truce

till Oct 31

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 29: The
Shantibahini has agreed to ex-
tend the truce in the Chit
Hill Tracts till October 31.
sources concerned said.

The on-going cease-fire is
due to expire tomorrow.

The extension of ceasefire
was unilater announced on
behalf of the Shantibahini by
the Parbattya Chittagong Gono

hati Samity today at Kha-

hari as the government
aid: did not send any letter to
them asking for extension. the
sources added.

Earlier, the government side
used to make the ceasefire

sals to the Shantibahini

caders throuc¢h the liaison
Lﬂlllll.llll.t‘ﬂ

Qur courrespondent from

the

s made by
PCJSS in a press release issued
today. It said that the truce was
extended "Considering the de-
sire for peace the e of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts arv - ;

hoping the present governme ;“

would soon start dh%u: fo
lasting solution to the lo .1;
standing CHT problems".

ZIA gold haul: One

more business ,man
arrested

Detective Branc 4 of Police
gtslerday arrest ed another
usinessman for I ,; alleged in-
volvement in th g ;old ;muhg‘-

gling case, report g |INB.

e busines ;sman Manjur,
was arrested from Columbia
Market at M ghakhali in the
city and later t to DB of-
lice. He will * pe before
the court to day, police said.

The DB officers are interro-
gating ar ,other businessman.
arrested jn this connection,
Abdul # .wal Patwari on police
I‘t‘l]‘.]ﬂ{l{" i. The millionaire was
Arreste .4 on Friday and brought
on rer pnand for four days.

C ustoms officials seized
ab¢ 1t 3.67 maunds of gold on
5‘5 ptember 21 at ZIA in the
t-ever haul of the contra-

r JvEI.I."Id in the country.

The sm gold in 1,175
bars, each weighing 10 tolas.
was found in packets of elec-
tronic goods despatched by
Plymouth Trading Incorporate
al Bridge Road in Singa  to
an untraced business lirm at
Gulshan in the city

Officials at Bangladesh Bi-
man said its country man
in Singapore has been nm
investigate about the firm that

despatched the gukl Earlier. B&

37 high-ranking

the hope Lhat
‘peace would 75 ,ow return to
anistan a’'5¢ the Taliban
honest
and clean 7 ,dministration in
ey had done else-

tion of
government, he said
historically
recodr, jsed those in power in
Kabu | as the de facto govern-
and saw no reason fto

questign of
legitimacy in Afghanistan is
not for Pakistan to decide. It is
Afghan leadership and
people to decide what sort of
need to have
and how to run their own sys-

delegation to
Kabul today for talks with Tal-

s In

tlon was holding
aliban leadership
the existing
“brotherly relations” between

mian in this rl:gn.rd
army officers
promoted

Thirty-Seven ranking

oflicers of Bnngladcﬂ'lk Proﬁt

romotions last wee
ﬁe“ Agency reported yester-

Q-uutin official sources the
news agency said. 11 Colonels
were promoted to the rank of
Bngnfirn while 26 Lt. Colonels
became Colonels. Some impor-
tant transfers were also made
‘ within the Armed Forces, it

said.

Director General of Ansar
and Vi Defence Party (VDP)
Major General Muhammad
Anwarul Kabir Talukdar has
been transferred as GOC, 66 Di-
vision in Rangpur. Colonel
Alauddin Mohammad Abdul
Oadud has been to the
rank ol Brigad and lllldc
Commander of the 46
dent Brigade in Dhaka.
Tarigue Ahmed S has
been ed to the rank of
Brigadier and a nted De-

lence Secretary the Prime
Minister.




