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Northants get
M Akram

~ LONDON. S?t 27: English

county cricket club Nerthamp-

ton-shire confirmed the signing

Thurndl of Pakistan fast

ammad Akram as

thdr overseas player for 1997,
AFP.

The 24-year-old from
Ra ndi, who toured Eng-
land summer and
in the final Test at The . Te-

aces West Indian pace ace

tly Amhrue l:lr!\;m

The 33-
bows out
the last t mm as a ma-
jor force in their NatWest Tro-
phy success in 1992, but he
missed nearly half their cham-
games this season.
"“We've been talking to
Curtly, but the was that
we needed to look tica.]]y l;ur:ﬂurc
and find a potent er-
term " said chief execu-
teve Cmdlk:
"Wr. liked the look of Mo-
hammad Akram n:hen I!llie
la against Northants this
v Yﬁdﬁ’e did our homework on
and there's no doubt that
he's highly rated both inside
and outside the Pakistan set-up.
“There is an element of
in it for us, but H't?'tm
easy now to sign with a
_proven track rmml:'ﬂd‘ at interna-
tional level.”

Ambrose made 78 first-class
appearances for Northants.
;:k]ilng 318 wickets at 20.60

»
Indonesia
[ 3
ORANGE, ?aﬂ[urnja, Sept

gi?: The world's top-ranked
ayers in men's singles and
men's doubles, all three of them
Indonesian, overcame tough
Malaysian ch in Thu-
rsday's of the US

hldmintun champion-

Open
o
's top-seeded pair
of Kartono and Antonius
two tie-breaker sets in
an 18-14, 16-18, 15-2 victory
&llnlt Hlll]rlil s Lee Wan
ah and Choong Tan Fook,
ranked 17th interna
Another top-seeded hldutm-
sian, Joko Su to, earned a
15-8, 3-15, 15-12 triumph over
12th ranked Ong Ewe Hock
from Malaysia.
Suprianto, a quarter [inalist
ail the 1996 Ol , needed a
rally in the third game to win.
had a 5-0 lead before
to forced ties of 6-6 and
8-8. the Indonesian then scored
the next seven points, including
the final five in successiog.
Kantono and Antonius had

less difficulty in their decisive
third set. The pair scored 10
consecutive ts on Antonius'
service to a 13-1 lead. An-

tonius also scored five of the
muﬂmnhunndhuk-

"Most of the time, I used
short serves, Anterius said,
a translator. "1 wanted

to them lift the bird so we
}:nu}d attack ‘Ii]l:l;m, Their h?lf—
ENnsSe was re strong, t
sometimes they made easy mis-

takes.”

Among the internationally
ranked yers advancing to
the s was Denmark's
Poul- Er[k -Larsen, Olym-

-England chnnpion

mm:

hrmkndﬂ:lrdmthewld

Shimizu win
J-League Cup
TOKYO

\ 27: Coach Ossie
Ardiles, the Argentine
World Cup winner, was cele-
bra on Thursday after his
side S-Pulse won the J-
Nabisco Cup beating
Verdy Kawasaki 5-4 in
a penalty shootout after a 3-3
extra-time draw, Reuter.
Shimizu won after Kawa-
saki's Brazilian striker Magron
missed the lmondJ)enAl in
‘tlj':;yo Dlrltnpicm I:u-n
's umi.
a hattrick from the Brazilian
o
Ardiles, lmunhtrdthchr
tina team which won Lhe
orld Cup in 1978 and who
ayed for the bulk of his career
Tottenham in took
uvu:scmchnfﬁlﬂnﬁmurhu

this year.

Independiente
left in cold

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 27
Holders Independiente were
knocked out ofl:;eh: South Amer-
ican Super cup at the first hur-
dle when they were beaten 1-0
by Brazil's Flamengo on
Reuter,

werful South Africa jetted

the four-nation cricket tour-
nament, which open
with Sri Lanka playing Kenya,

5

The 1 ﬂ:da}r tournament,
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'ARJUNA RANATUNGA

billed as the biggest cricket

event ever held in the region,
will be held at the Gymk

and Khan ds in the
su of Nairo

The confident Sri Lankans,
undisputed kings of one-day
cricket. have a dual purpose.
Skipper Arjuna Ranatunga
said t have come to enjoy
themselves, h'utrjalsn hnpfhtn
gain more experience as
chan: their ambition of t::-t‘:u:«:u1'.’1:11"’—Ir
the most successful Test-
nation 2000.
ut missing from the line-up
are spinners Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan and Jayantha Silva,
who starred in Sri Lanka's 2-0
cru of Zimbabwe in the re-
cent one-day series in Colombo.
~The Sri Lankans are not
overconfident., according to
Ranatunga, even though the is-
landers beat Kenya by 367 runs
in the World Cup.
The team will be chosen
from Ranat . wicketkeeper
Romesh K&luwitha.rana Ar-
avinda de Silva. Sanath Jaya-

pla

NAIROBI. 27: World Cup
holders Sri nka, former
world cha s Pakistan and

nto Nairobi on Thursday for
s Saturday

%

! l Oct 1;

LM?:

Roshan Mahanama,
Tillekeratne, Asanka
Kumara Dhar-
Chandana,
Pramodya
and

suriva
Has
Gurusingha,
masena, Upal
Chaminda Vaas,
Wickrenamasinghe
Ravinda Pushpakumara.
South Africa, captained by
Hansie El:'nn}e, are ﬁuﬂﬂdm;.gjf
a s with unca
lE‘M:Eu?'hﬂ’t;lu::nl::m:r+ 3

2. the only new
name.

All-rounder Jacques Kallis,
medium-pace bowler Shaun

Sept28 Kenya v Sri Lanka
Sept29: South Africa v Pak-
istan
Sri Lanka v South
Africa
Oct 2: Kenya v Pakistan
Oct & Kenya v South Africa
Oct 4& Pakistan v Sri Lanka
Oct 6 The Final

Pollock and left-arm spinner
Paul Adams have been left be-
hind.

The Pakistanis, still cele-
brating their 3-2 victory over
India in the Sahara Cup in
Canada last weekend, are cap-
tained by all-rounder Wasim
Akram.

Kenya have played all their
build-up matches at home, per-
forming indifferently against
the Northern Transvaal in a
match that ended in a draw.

The Kenyans have plenty at
stake.

The International Cricket
Conference may review Kenya's
application for full one-day sta-
tus depending on how the east
African nation performs.

Despite some media interest,
the man in the street is largely
unaware of the tournament.
Most Kenyans are soccer-mad
and consider boxing or athlet-
ics as the alternative national

pastime.
But the Kenyan squad,. led by
Maurice Odumbe, have

promised to upset the big three.

Odumbe did a splendid job
with a spell of 3/15 in 10 overs
that Africans upset the West
Indies in the World Cup. while
two young blowers, Thomas

FIXTURES |

Reserve Day |

Hosts-world champs opener today
Cricket carnival in Kenya

i, are ex-

Odoyo and Tony Su
eir poten-

pe:ited to underline
tial.

An insurance company has
romised 20.000 dollars to
yan teamn members should

they win the tournament.
hile this amount mi ht

sound small considering
commercial value of indh'idual

]

i

MAURICE ODUMBE \|

players from Sri Lanka, Pak-
istan and South Africa, it could
boost the financial standing of
the Kenyans — who are mostly
unemployed or unskilled work-
Ers.

TEAMS

SRI LANKA, (from}: Arjuna
Ranatunga (captain), anesh
Kaluwitharana, Aravinda de
Silva, Sanath Jayasuriya,
Roshan Mahanama, Hashan
Tillekeratne, Asanka Gurus-
inha, Kumara Dharmasena,
Muttiah Muralitharan, Upul
Chandana, Chaminda Vaas,
Pramodya Wickremasinghe,
Ravindra Pushpakumara.

KENYA [l‘rum} Maurice
Odumbe (captain), Asif Karim,
Steve Tikolo, Kennedy Otieno.
Rajab Ali, Martin Owiti, Hitesh
Modi. Tony Suji. Lameck
Onyango. Joseph Angara,
Thomas Odoyo, Chanrakant
Pandit. Tom Tikolo. Sandi
Gupta. Edward Tito. DeepaE
Chudasama.

ndin uro-
: Eup%?hmcr
champions
Paris St Germain

: walked over tin

Liut:hlcn.ut:in club Vaduz with a
3-0 victory Thursday, advan-
cing to the second round 7-0 on

% Vaduz

m of amateurs

— includi s, postal
workers qechanlcn from
the capital of the tiny princi-
pality — kept the score re-

. But thc outcome was

o Ogscdictlblc that barely
people attended the game

I.l'ld it was not shown live on

French television. Bernard Al-
lou, Alain e and Patrick
H]I.,hm the defending
C .
Benfica, Liverpool, PSV
Eindhoven, Fiorentina and

Barcelona also moved into the
second round of the competi-
tion after first-round, second-
leg matches.

Portuguese side Benfica
cruised into the second round
with a scoreless draw at Polish
side Ruch Chorzow. Benfica
won the first-leg match at home
5-1 and advanced on that aggre-
gate score.

Holland's PSV beat Georgla's

namo Batumi 3-0 at the

ilips Stadium to advance 4-1
on te. interna-
tional Luc Nilis the
scoring on a 16th-minute
pcnllt‘y. Rene Eik;clklmp
made it 2-0 in the 5
substitute Marcelo got the third
in the 86th.

England's Liverpool, a

perennial European force. eased

to 4-1 ie over Lhe
Finns Mypa-47 with a 3 |
win at Anfield

Czech Republic interna-
tional Patrick Berger put the
Reds ahead with a shot in

the 17th minute — his seventh

ﬁtﬂlh]hlyganﬂ—butum.lh:l
ve been so much more

clearcut before halftime as Phil
Babb hit the woodwork and
John Barnes had a goal disal-
lowed for offside.

Stan Collymore's low drive,

King wins the
right

MEXICO CITY. Sept 27: Don

| King won a public purse bid

Thul'!'di to promote a World

gm.mcﬂ (WBC) heavy-
weight title bout between top
contenders Lennox Lewis of
Britain and Oliver McCall of
the United States, reports

made the bid
of 9.15 million dollars, beati
out rival promoters Fr

. who bid 6.15 million

E
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only his second goal of the sea-
son. added to Livcrpocr] s lead
before Mauri Heskitablo scored
with a memorable long-range
shot for the Finns. Barnes then
rounded off the scoring.

Spanish giants Barcelona
were held to a 0-0 draw by AEK
Lanarca of Cyprus, but eased
through 2-0 on te. while
Sparta Prague needed an 87th
mirnue al- from defender
Michael Hornak to Salvage a 1-
1 draw at home to the Austrians
of Sturm Graz and advance on
the away goals rule after a 2-2
draw in the first leg.

Italians Fiorentina got a
22nd minute goal from Mas-
simo Orlando, who netted from
close range. to beat Gloria
Bistrita of Romania 1-0 and go
th 2-1 on te.

Star Belgrade powered to
a 4-0 win over ny's Keis-
erslautern 4-9 and moved ahead
on 4-1 on aqﬁr egate Two goals
for the 1991 European champ

ons were scored by Dejan
Stankovic with 1wo others from
Zoran Njcgun anil Miodrag Pan
telic.

Turkish lld-t‘ Galatasaray
another of the stronger teams
in the field — knocked
Moldova's Constructorul out
with a 4-0 win and advanced 5

0. Gajatasarai goals were
from Hakan Sukur. Aril Erdem.
Georghe Hagi and Tugay Keri-
moglu.

AEK Athens moved on with a
2-1 win at Slovakia's Chemlon
Humenne. advancing 3-1.
Chemlon's Pavol Diva scored
after just 19 seconds for the
losers, but AEK rebounded in
the 19th minute on a strike by
Demis Nikolaidis; and got the
second in the 44th from Damniel
Balista.

In Varazdin, Croatia, Loko-
motiv Moscow advanced te
a 2-1 loss to the homeside FC
Varteks. Lokomotiv won the
first leg at home 1-0 and ad-
vanced on a 2-2 aggregate by
virtue of the away-goal rule.

in a lopsided game. Sion of
Switzerland advanced on a 6-0
:;_ﬁgrtgale after at 4-0 win

ursday at Ukrainian side
Niva Vinnitsa.

In Ljubljana. Slovenia.
Olimpija Ljubljana played a
storeless draw with AFG
Arahus of Denmark. but ad-
vanced on ag ie 1-1 with an
away goal in the match two
weeks ago in Denmark.

In ﬁlll ary. French side
Nimes wnn -1 as Nimes moved
through on a 5 2 aggregate over
Kispest Honved

Action from yesterdays Federation Cup basketball
championship match between Club and Jhenidah Sporting
Club at the Dhanmondi Gymnasium. Angels won the

match 139-58.

— Star photo

N stoppmg Euro blgglesf

| SEANAR O

| with Wilkinson foll

EU, UEFA

BRUSSELS, Sept 27: Euro-
pean competition commis-
sioner Van Miert warned
UEFA on Thursday the com-
mission would act unless Euro-

pean soccer's body

ed what he call utrh:t
broadcasting conditions, re-
ports Reuter.

"We think UEFA conditions
are too strict," Van Miert told
the European Parliament's eco-
nomic and monetary a.ﬂ'nlru
committee.

"We are in discussions with
UEFA, but if there {s no
pr s we will have to act," he
sald, adding that the commis-
sion had received complaints.

But UEFA spokesman Salva-
tore Cuccu said that UEFA and
the EU were in close contact
with each other regardi
rights and but said l{ﬂlfert 'S
w should be re ardad as

part of the on- gu d

"UEFA are rking cluuel
with the EU anr.:l a !lulutinn will
be found in the next two years."

Developments on di tal
technology and satellite te
sion over the past few }f:ars
have revolutionised the way
soccer is now broadcast around
the continent, and new rules are
being established to take ac-
count of the huge new develop-
ments.

Commission sources said
the complaints had been filed
by television channels which
broadcast UEFA matches but do
not have exclusivity rights.
They particularly contested
UEFA's sub-licensing condi-
tions which. they said, colluded
with their own interests.

Earlier this year UEFA and
the EU clashed over a lJandmark
ruling from the EU which
forced UEFA to scrap its player
system and transfer rules in the
wake of a European Court of
Justice case field by Belgian
footballer Jean-Marc Bosman.

' Ball in Brolin's

court

LONDON, Sept 27:. Leeds
United's Swedish international
Tomas Brolin, who never set-
tled at the club under former
coach Howard Wilkinson, could
play for Leeds again now that
Wilkinson has been replaced by
George Graham, Reuter.

Brolin, 26, is currently on
| loan with FC Zurich, but his

agent Lars Peterson said on

ursday Brolin could play for
the club again following Gra-
ham's recent appointment as

manager.
Brolin joined Leeds from
t Parma 10 months
ago for 4.5 million pounds (7.01

| million dollars) but fell out

a se-
ries of bust-ups which culmi-
nated in the star refusing to at-
tend pre-season training with
the club.
He vowed he would never
lay for Leeds and so was
oaned 'ouf “Zurich. But
Wilkinson's sacking and Gra-
ham's subsequent arrival. has
led to an apparent change of

' heart.
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. play,

United also have a striker
circus. with Ghanaian interna-
tional Tony Yeboah, Brian
Deane. captain lan Rush and
on-loan Mark Hateley all hit
with injuries, which forced
Graham to play Rod Wallace as
the lone forward in his side's 2-
0 Coca-cola Cup win over Dar-
lington.

peaking in the Yorkshire
Post, Peterson said "There is
definitely a change Tomas
could play for Leeds i

"He still has two weeks of his
loan period at Zurich to go and
at the moment he is probably
not fit enough to play in the
Premiership. But when he is
finished at Zurich, Tomas and
George Graham need to talk.

‘It is up to them to talk about
how Graham wants the team to
it is up to Leeds to talk
about the lems Tomas has
had at Elland Road. But no
problem is so great that there is
no solution.

“There is a new ment
team at Elland Road there
will be a lot of new players com-
ing in. It is a completely new
situation now and when Tomas
finishes his spell at FC Zurich
he needs to meet Graham "

Germany-Armenia
WC qualifier
in doubt

BONN, Sept 27: Germany's

opening World Cup qualifier
. against Armenia in Yerevan on
October 9 could be or

. moved to another venue follow-

ing civil unrest there, reports

' Reuter.

The German Soccer Federa-

. tion (DFB) said on Thursday it

was concerned about violence
in Armenia and would seek ad-
vice from the foreign ministry
onn whether the match can go
ahead.

Thousands of opposition
demonstrators clashed with
police on Wednesday in the cap-
ital following elcl:tmnu there
last Sunday.

“We are following the devel-
opments carefully, calmly and
without wan to cause any

anic," said D spokesman
ichael Novak on ursday.
“We are in contact with FIFA
and on the political level as
well "

He said that the DFB did not
want to overdramatise the sit-

uation and would seek guidance
from s embassy In the
former Soviet blic.

repu
Trouble broke out

on

. Wednesday after Armenian
President [y:mn Ter-Petrosyan

. was re-elected
tion IUF]:I)HCI'. took
to the streets of Yerevan iIn
protest at alleged vote- ng
and were tear-gassed by
Some said 59 demnn
strators been hurt and one
killed.
Ter-Pet , @ 50-year-old
academic, has ruled Armenia

for five years, since it became

Indmdenl on the collapse of
the Soviet Union.
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Masterkova's milestones

NEW YORK, Sept
27 (AP): Svetlana
glﬂ sterkova, the
ympic 800-met-
nng 1,500-met-
re gold nmdahlt

had no ambitions of being a .

runner. And she's still not
comfortable in the sport

"l was 12 years old when I
started training,” Masterkova
said throu an interpreter

Thursday. "I was forced to do
that by a physical education

57.73 seconds, bealing 1993
world champion Maria Mutola
of Mozambigque and 1995 world
chamﬁlon Ana irot of Cuba,
then five days later, she took
the 1,500- metrcuuemdmﬂa
in 1:.u1ﬂ*_v.1r the third 1,500 final of
her career.

After the Olympics, she re-
turmed to Europe and set two
world records before winning
the Grand Prix final.

In the first mile race of her
career Aug 14 at Zurich,

MASTERKOVA

teacher. It wasn't voluntary.
Now, 1 still feel like I would
rather rest than run."

Ambitions aside, the 28-o0ld
Masterkova established herselfl
as the world's best middle-dis-
tance runner this year.

She won the Olympic 800
metres at Atlanta in 1 minute,

Switzerland — one day after re-
cetvin% a congratulatory tele-
gram Irom Russian President
Boris Yeltsin — Masterkova set
the world mile record of
4:12.56, even though no runner
was within 10 seconds of her at
the finish.

Nine day slater in Belgium.

Masterkova broke the 1,000-
metre world record Ilth a

1,500 also are her clmu' bests.

Saturday. Masterkova will
try and cap her sensational sea-
son by winning the Discover
Card Mile on Fifth Avanue
against a field that includes de-
fending champion Sinead De-
lahunty of Ireland, 1994 winner
Efagti;a mﬁ;ﬂghn of the United
- 1,500-metre
bronze mcd;zlr:tw‘rhcr:sia Kiesl
of Austria.

Masterkova's two victories
at the Olym were worth a lot
more than gold she accumu-
lated at Atlanta.

She was given a total of
250,000 dollars in bonus
by the Russian gmm
ittty plus a new a
ment, a lot of land and m

cars,
A victory Saturday would be
worth another 5, dollars,

but that's money she might not
keep very long.

en the race ends, I will
keep running to the closest
stnn: and ﬁ some presents for
my daugh Masterkova said
with a lau

Her dau ter, Anastasia,
was born in March 1995. Mas-
terkova resumed running two
months later. She and her hus-
band, Russian cyclist Assiat
Saitov, often train in Spain be-
cause of the bad weather in
their hometown of Moscow.

Masterkova's 1996 accom-
plishments are more remark-
able in view of the fact that be-
fore this year she never had
won a major championship.
Furthermore, she had run DIEY
one 1.500 before this year in
1986.

Masterkova ran her second
1,500 only 20 days before the
Ol cs, winning the Russian
championship.

"My favourite race is the 800,
because I've been running it
since 1 started training. but I
find it easier to run the 1,500,”
she said.

She originally intended to
run only the 800 in Atlanta, but
added the 1.500 for security
purposes — in case she didn't
run well in the shorter race.

“Then, after I ran the 800 the
way I did, I thought | could win
the 1,500," she said.

It was second Olympic
women 800-1,500 double.
other was accomplished by an-
other Russian, Tatyana Kazan-
kina, in 1976,

Federation Cup final begins today

US Spain lock horns again

al. ATLANTIC CITY.
St‘ t 27: The Uni-

States is ban-
iunF on a high-

riormance Eu-
ropean import to
break Spain’'s stranglehold on
the Fed Cup when the two
nations meet in the final this
weekend, re Reuter,

Co-world number on Monica
Seles has been tabbed by US
captain Billie Jean King to
spearhead her adopted country's
campaign to claim the trophy
Lthe United States last held in
1990 — not coincidentally the
last year Spain missed the
finals.

There has been one super-
power in Fed Cup competition
this decade — Spaln — featuri
the most successful 1-2 punc
the women's international
team championship has seen
since its inception in 1963.

“There are two good reasons
whey Spain has won everything
the last few years,” said King,
"And that is Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario and Conchita Martinez
— the number two and three
players in the world. They are
the reason that Spain has been
so dominating.

Since the pair teamed for
Federation Cup in the late
1980s the have been world beat-
ers.

The battling Barcelona
baseliners have carried Spain
to four Fed Cup titles in the last
five years including the last
three. The finals begin with two
singles on Saturday. followed
by reverse singles and doubles
on Sunday.

This weekend's tie on the in-
door carp=t at the Atlantic Cit
Convention Centre ».ll mar

Spain's. sixth caonsecutive ap-
pearance in lhe finals and ei t
in nine years — all based on
play of Sanchez and Marllncz
who usually join forces to play
doubles as m_-ll as contesting
the singles.

For the third year in a row
Spain and the Untied States
meet at the last stage, with one
significant difference this time
around — Seles.

‘I wanted to be in the
Olympics and Fed Cup for many

ears.” said the Yugoslav-bormn
les, who became AUS citizen
in 1994 but has felt lide and all-
American girl since she laid
eyes on her first Florida shop-
ping mall at age 12.
les, now 22, made her Fed
Cup debut in July in the semili-
nals in Japan, where she easily
won both her singles, crunchi
Kimiko Date with the loss o
just two games.

Seles [altered in the quarter-
linals at the Olympics, but Fed
Cup teammates Lindsay Daven-
Enrt singles} and Mary Joe

ernandez (doubles) walked
away with gold.

And Davenport's golden
moment came at the e se of
none other then Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario.

Linda wild completes the
American quartet. giving king a
number of singles and doubles
options. Davenport and Fer-
nandez won the French Open
doubles title this year and Dav-
enport combined with wild in
the 5-0 semifinal win over

japan.
Sanchez brings an impres-
sive 35-11 Fed Cup sirZies

record into the tie. while ﬁar'
tinez boasts a formidable 36-6
singles mark, 4-0 this year.

was forier.
champinn Martinez who
the saviour in Spain's 3-2 semi-
final win over France, taking
both her singles matches when
Sanchez faltered, then tea
with Sanchez for the clinching
doubles win.

The last time the United
States beal Spain in a final was
back in 1989 when another
rather impressive European
import — Martina Navratilova
— teamed with Chris Evert to
beat a much younger, and no
doubt awestruck Sanchez and
Martinez,

The Spanish duo may not be
in awe ol Seles, but neither has
ligured away to beat her either.

Seles js 12-1 against
Sanchez, including a victory
last Sunday in a final in Tokyo.
She raised her record to 9-0 ver-
sus Martinez with a str t
sets semifinal win at the US

n earlier this month.

Still, the S jards carry
wealth of Fed finals cxpen '
ence into the

"She has the prca:urt
Sanchez said of Seles, who has
never pla a final in the team
format. "We'll just go out and see
what happens, sometimes
statistics are not true.”

The Spaniards won't have
the home court advantage as
they did last year in Valencia.
But as always, Sanchez is

ared to battle until the last
bounces twice.

“We made the court as slow
as can be last because the
Americans didn't like it," she
recalled.

This surface is much faster
but as a pro you have to know

hot to play on any surface, and
keep fighting.”

Becker, Edberg falter

BASLE Swilze
rland, Sept 27
Australian Open
champion Horis
Hecker crashed
ot of the one
milhon dollars Swiss indoors

| toumament on Tuesday, [ailing

oin US and French Open

BORIS BECKER
Pete

winners Sampras and
vagrrﬁ Kafelnikov Iin the
quarterfinals, report agencies.
In his first tournament since
Injuring his wrist at Wimble-

don, Becker, the fourth seed and
world's sixth ranked plaver,

was ipset 'l.'ﬁ" Jiri Novak of the
Czech Rq:mhmﬁ-.’?. 7-6 [7T-4).
Down 5-2 in the second set,

uecker made a heroic effort to

come back. saving five match
points to push the set in to a
tiebreaker.

Playing in his first event

since winning the US Open
Sampras,
one, also appeared
make an early exit as he strug-
gled past 18-year-old German

mimy Haas 6-

wild card E:nt.rKy
4 2-6, 6-3. Kafelnikov seeded
ck

third, had to work for his
in the last eight, fighti
to beat French qualifier
Roux 46,63, 64

Sixth seed Stefan Exiberg ol

Sweden. a three-time winner of
the tournament bowed but to
lucky loser Marc Goellner of

Germany 7-6 (9-7) 6-2.

Against Haas,
looked only mar
sharper than he did In
round match ainst another
hard-hitting

three tough sets.
Sampras
hruhlng the rman then
holding serve to jump in front
2-0 on his way to winning the
first set
Haas ranked 2]19th but con

sidered one of the brightest

the world number
poised to

Sampras
inally
first

erman Alex
Radulescu, also forced him teo

&en strongly.

youlil prospects in men's ten-
nis. demonstrated his potential
inn the second as he t control
of the set, breaking Sampras
twice.

But while the American may
have lost some sharpness, in
the decisive third set he showed
he had lost none ol his desire.

)
STEFAN EDBERG

He broke Haas three times to re-
gain control of the match and a
-pﬂn the qumﬂh

ter reports thu
champion suffered fr;,ld

mia, something Sa as ‘H!-
hcmnﬁydmi:& -



