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Thai parliament dissolved,
elections on Nov 17

BANGKOK. Sept 27. Thal
Prime Minister Banharn Silpa
Archa today announced the dis
solution of Parliament and said
fresh elections would be held on
November 17, reports AFP.

He said he had decided on
this action because the six par-
ties in his vernment coali-

tion "probably cannot set up a
new rmment., which would

have a negative effect on the

people’s trust.”
Reuter Adds: Banham today

Turkish troops
kill 60 Kurds

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey. Sept
27: Pressing a new olflensive
before snow begins to cover
mountain bases, Turkish sol-
diers killed 60 Kurdish gueril-
las in a series of clashes Friday.
the regional p&)mrrrnﬂr's office
said, reports AP

The clashes occurred in Hak
kari and Sirnak provinces bor-
dering Iraq and Iran, where the
rebels are based. Two soldiers
were also killed. the governor s
office here said.

ERIEFRY

appointed seven active and re-
tired civil servants as caretaker
cabinet ministers just hours be-
lore he surprised the country by
calling snap general elections
Radio Thailand said Ban-
harn named former foreign
minister Kasem S Kasemsri as a
deputy prime minister, and
chose General Viroj Saengsanit,
his close ally and retiring mili-
tary supreme commander, as
deputy defence minister.
Deputy Central Bank Gover-
nor Chalyawat Wibulswasdi
was appointed acting deputy fi-
nance minister, and former
agriculture minister Kosit Pan-
jemrat was named to head the
ﬁlduﬂll’}' Ministry in the run-up
to the November 17 polis.
Other appointments were
caretaker deputy ministers for
COMmMmerce, fnrei%:') affairs and
a

interior, which had been left
vacant following the July pull-
oul of the Palang Dharma

Party. Banharn's junior coali-
tion pariner

“These new appointees will
oversee respective ministries
only for two months during the
transition period,” Deputy
Prime Minister Amnuay Vira-
van told reporters.

Iran takes

more Kllrds Iran

has taken in 35,000 more Iragi Kurd refugees in the past two

days

and settled them in camps. the official news agency IRNA

reported on Thursday, AFP says from Tehran.
It said the refugees had been transferred to two camps on the
border and another two further inside Iran.

The Iranian Red Crescent was already shelterin
65.000 Iraqi Kurd refugees in five camps after they fled

some
ghting

between Kurdish factions in northern Iraq earlier this month,
international aid officials said last week.

56 feared drowned in Nile: A rerry

l::ang‘lng 75 people home from a funeral sank in the Nile in
sO0u

ern E

{ on Thursday night and 56 of them are missing

and feared drowned, the Interior ministry said, Reuter reports

from Assiut.

Nineteen people were rescued and the river police were
searching in the dark for more possible survivors, the ministry
said in a staternent. No bodies had yet been found.

Security sources said the ferry and a barge carrying
collided near the ancient tombs at Beni

oods

assan in Minya

province about 260 km (160 miles) south of Cairo after a funeral

on the West Bank of the river.

Jakarta closes enrolment fm‘Htﬂ'j: The

Indonesian government has closed registration for

1997

Hajj Muslim Ptlgrima%e to Saudi Arabia after the Quota of

195,000 people was fil
from Jakarta.

ed. a report said Thursday, AFP reports

Suyono Yahya, assistant to the co-ordinating minister for
people's welfare, said Wednesday that registration counters

across the coun
the pilgrims was

closed on September 19 after the quota for
lled. the Jakarta Post reported.

e Saudi Arabian government has limited the number of

Indonesians allowed to perform the Hajj to 195.000 peo

le in

1997. Indonesia has a population of over 195 million people.

Bus mishap

claims 21 in Russia:

Twenty-one childreri were killed and 16 were injured when a
packed bus collided with a train Thursday in southwest Russia.
officials said. AFP reports Moscow.

Three adults were also hurt in the accident. The bus was

struck by the shunting train around 7:50 am (0350 GMT) while
crossing an unguarded level crossing near Zelenograd in the
southern region of Rostov-on-the-Don, officials cited by
Interfax said. Seventeen children were killed on the spot and
another four died in hospital, Interfax said, quoting the
Emergency Situations Ministry.

43 bodies unearthed imm Bosnia :

Forty-three bodies have been unearthed from a mass grave on
the outskirts of Gorazde in east Bosnia, Bosnian television
reported Thursday, AFP says from Sarajevo.

An investigating judge said that all were civilians and had
been killed in May 1992, a time when the Bosnian Serb “ethnic
cleansing” campaign against non-Serbs was at its height. The
bodies were discovered in Muslim villages near to Gorazde, a
UN-protected enclave during the war no connected by land to
Sarajevo. The l!]udge said all the dead were civilians. Some had

m w
-

New Australian envoy

Australia announced yesterday the appointment of former
Liberal opposition leader and foreign minister Andew Peacock
as ambassador to the United States, Reuter reports from
Canberra.

Peacock will replace John McCarthy early next year, when
McCarthy takes up his appointment as ambassador to Indone-
sia. "The government attaches very great importance to Aus-
tralia’'s relationship with the United States.” Prime Minister
John Howard said in a statement.

Chile seeks reform of UNSC :chiie

added its voice Thursday to calls for reform of the UN Security
Council, AP reports from United Nations.

“It is essential to resolve once and for all the problems of in-
creasing the membership of the Security Council,” Foreign
Minister Jose Miguel Insulaza told the General Assembly. He
called on UN to increase the non-permanent seats on the coun-
cil from 10 to 15, "with equitable geographic distribution.”

US approves new asthma d.rug i
new oral asthma medicine, Accolate, has been apfrmred or use

in the United States, the drug's maker Zeneca Inc. said in a
statement Thursday, AFP reports from Washington.

The medication is the first new asthma drug to be approved
in more than 20 years. Most asthma medications are adminis-
tered via an inhaler while Accolate can be taken via two pills
daily. Accolate, for use by Emple over age 12, is part of a new
class of medications that block natural substances that con-
tribute to asthma symptoms.

Vidmcemimsz ill I.IS e A man who set

off a metal detector in a courthouse lobby pulled a gun and

opened fire Thursday. killing a security guard and wounding

another before dying in a burst of gunfire from officers nearby,
AP reports from Mobile, Alabama.

The
to iden
tive for the attack, which took

gunman had carried no identification and police hoped
him from fingerprints. Police said they had no mo-
place as courthouse employees

[ policemen dep

75 Lankan troops, 450 Tigers

killed in latest offensive

COLOMBO, Sept 27 . Sri
Lankan forces killed more than
450 Tamil Tiger rebels during
the Tiger's counter-attacks on
army advances towards their
northern stronghold of
Kilinochchi on Thursday., a

military spokesman said today,
Reuter

He confirmed that 75 -
ernment soldiers, ineluding
five officers, were killed in the
battles.

The s

than 1,

kesman said more
members of the sep-
aratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had
launched two simultaneous
counter-attacks from the west
and the south of an army col-
umn advancing on Kilinochchi
early Thursday, but were re-
pulsed by troops using artillery
and mortars.

“Ground groups confirmed
over 450 terrorists were killed
al both locations of the counter-
attacks and over 300
wounded.” he said, and added

that “75 personnel in-

five were killed.

Ten and 146 soldiers
were wounded.”

added some

The spokesman
rebels managed to penetrate the
western defences using suicide
bombers who detonated their

explosives near the troops.

Thursday’s attacks were the
first major assaults by
the rebels since mnmt
troops launched a offen-
sive their Kilinochchi

last Sunday after a
hull in the conflict of more than
a month.

Meanwhile, Sﬂh;nhi for-
eign minister, -
ment is hlttlinﬁ‘Tm
separatist s, called on
Thursday international co-
operation to ensure “terrorists”
are denied safe haven anywhere
in the world.

“The territory of any state

should not be permitted to be
used in any manner which

would encourage or sustain ter-
rorist activity in another.™
Laksman Kadir r said in a

lreth to the al Assem-
bly.
"Fund raising activity on

foreign soil in particular. either
directly or indirectly throu
so-called charitable funds,
must be prohibited,” he said.
“Concerted international
ation is nec to en-
sure that the terrorist not
enjoy safe havens anywhere in
the world.”
Referring to the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).
have been fighting a 13-
ear war for an.independent
omeland for minority Tamils
in Sri Lanka, Kadirgamar said
this “extremist group does not
in amy I’Itl.l'linfﬁi Sense repre-
sent the people they claim lo
fight for.~
“They have never sought a
mandate from the people at an
election. “They have kept out of
the democratic mainstream

when many of the

minori
partinl}ﬂﬂ:mtcrudthccun.}l

tative process to seck redress
for their
democratic means.” Kadirga-
mar said.

“Should terrorism be per-
mitted. through international
apathy. to fester. it would poi-
son the international body pol-
itics, enervating democratic
processes —

to sustain.”

He said the LTTE drew sup-

port in the form of money.

equi t and war material.
not from other states but from
"misguided members of the

Tamil community who live and
work in the affluent countries”

or through extortion. drug traf-

smuggling

ficking gun runnln%

people and other illegal
ties in many deve
tries, abusi the

activi-

hospitality

and violating the laws of host

governments.

grievances through

processes the inter-
national community is obliged

COoun-

-
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..t.ed }' 8, 1992 of a un his way to the market before destroyed houses a

shops in the Bala Hissar district of the Afghan capital, which was the scene of heavy
rocket attacks. On Wednesday, the Taliban Islamic militia advanced towards the heart of
the Afghan capital with aid workers reporting hundreds of casualties in fighting in the

city's eastern suburbs.

— AFP/UNB photo

UNSC meets despite US, Israeli objections

Israel imposes curfew on

Hebron to prevent clashes

HEBRON, West Bank, Sept
27: The Israeli Army imposed a
total curfew today on He-
bron, the only West Bank town
still under full occupation, to
prevent a new flare-up in
clashes following the w:::ﬂv
Muslim ﬁm residents ;
reports .

The City was virtually a
ghost town this as the
curfew prevented Hebron's
120,000 Palestinian residents
from leaving their homes.

Like other towns in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, Hebron
was the scene on Thursday of
Palestinian rotests and
clashes with Israeli soldiers,
but with no armed Palestinian
here the vi-
olence was much more limited
than elsewhere.

At least 50 Palestinians were
killed by Israeli troops on
Thursday in fighting across the
West Bank Gaza Strip and
Palestinian leaders called for
])r::cat wﬂ to be held fol-
o rayers.

E?fv::n 1:35113513“ died in
Thursday’'s violence, which in-
volved unprecedented direct

ts between the army and
armed security forces of Yasser
Arafat’s self-rule Palestinian
Authority.

The violence was sparked by
an Israeli decision to open a
new entrance to a controversial
archeological tunnel near
i;ruﬂl:% Al-Agsa Muﬁlrc]l:.i.le,

ere prayers on Friday
could become a new flashpoint
for unrest.

Earlier an USIS report says,

President Clinton is asking
both sides in the Middle East "to
end this violence, to get back to
the business of peace, to imple-
ment the agreement's they've
reached, to resolve their differ-
ences through negotiations.”

In remarks on the South
Lawn at midday September 26,
Clinton said that over the past
24 hours, "We have been in con-
stant touch with the Israelis
and the Palestinians.

Our message to them is this:
It is in everyone's interest to re-
solve their differences peace-

fully.

XP adds: Despite US and Is-
raeli objections, the Security
Council agreed to meet in for-
mal session Friday to discuss
the mounting violence in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

.....

A wounded Palestinian woman, sho

e

' | ; %

t by Israeli forces next to Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem

Thursday is evacuated by Palestinian youths who were clashing with the Israeli defence
forces. At least 10 Palestinians were killed and 300 injured in clashes between Israeli sol-

diers and Palestinian police and protesters in the Gaza Strip Thursday.— AFP/UNB photo

President detains
Armenian political

opponents

YEREVAN. Sept 27. Arme-
nian President Levon Ter-Pet-
rosyan has moved t and
armoured vehicles into the cap-
ital Yerevan and detained polit-

ical nts following dis-

tndnp results and vio-
oulside the A

An Interior Ministry

spokesman told Reuters on

ursday that six opposition
members of parliament had
been detained after the Cham-
ber. in which Ter-Petrosyan s
ruling bloc dominate, voted to
allow prosecutors lo press
charges against them,

punched re-
ties.

Several were
peatedly by the
“Vagzen Manu
sought.” the spokesman said by
te :1. :If to the i
tion leader sa
won Sunday’'s preudﬂ'nlh{'duc-
tion.

But Radio Liberty corre-

t Genel said

h:u had :l‘?ttrl:: Hanukymti.n a
hallwa parliamen

before Il'hurldl}"l session %.:-l

gan.

DPRK to retaliate
if ROK fails to

return sub, crewmen

TOKYO, Sept 27: North Korea
will exercise its "right to retali-
ate” if South Korea fails to re-
turn a submarine and its sur-
viving and dead crew members
that landed in the South last
week. Phongyang's official me-
dia said on Friday. reports
Reuter.

South Korea estimates 26
North Koreans went ashore in
the South from a submarine on
Wednesday last week. Its secu-
rity forces say they have since
killed nine, e 11 were found
shot dead — possibly murdered
by their own colleagues — and
one was ca

"As victims, we have the
right to retaliate on the oflend-
ers.” said a statement carried by
the official Korean Centiral
News ?Em:}* (KCNAJ, which re-
iterated Pyongyang's asscrtion
that the submarine acciden-
tally drifted into the South's
waters.

US Cong accused
of trying to harm
Sino-US ties

BELJING, Sept 27: China ac-
cused the US Congress on
Thursday of to damage
Chinese-US relations by pass-
ing a resolution favouring Tai-
wan, reports AP.

The resolution, by the
House on Tuesday, supports
Taiwan’s efforts to join inter-
national organisations.

Beijing claims Taiwan as a
province and has viewed
Taipei's attempts to join the
United Nations and other or-
ganisations as of a plan to
proclaim the island's indepen-
dence.

“Taiwan is part of China's
lerritory,” Chinese Foreign
Mini spokesman Shen Guo-
fang said. "Anything concern-
ir:g aiwan is China’s internal
affairs. We will not allow any
interference from any foreign
government, parliament or any
element.”

Russia blasts
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Govt seeks int’] help to fight terrorists

| BJP asks Rao to quit

parliament

NEW DELHI, Sept 27; India's

| main opposition party toda

ashed [ormer minister

V Narasimha .tnt;q;ﬂﬂﬂa

lHament. after authori
::harfel of forgery to an existing

fraud case against him, reports
AFP.

"No PM or former prime

minister on earth can rd to
stay on in t after all
this.” the Hindu nationalist

Bharativa Janata Party (BJP,
indian Peopile's said.

“He should have resigned
ely when the char
were filed,” BJP spokesman Kr-
ishan Lal Sharma said.

Sharma also criticised Rao's

mll Party ﬁ:r.rmmuﬁ

its parliamentary wing while

suspending another party
lcntg, Suli Ram. for corrup-
tion charges.

Tt is the to ex-

Congress
the double standards.” he

P
The BJP demand came a day

after the Central Bureau of In-
vesligation (CBI) charged Rao.

75, with for dating back to
1989, when he was the country's
foreign minister.

This move came soon after a
court r Rao's
for in a 1983 charge of
cheating, also when he was the
foreign minister. The court de-
cision tri ed a market crash
ard fears of a humiliating ar-
rest.

Rao was prime minister for
ﬂvtmnld until leading the 111-
ear-old Congress to a rout in
{he,&prﬂ-ﬂa]’:lecﬁm.l. He re-
signed as esident on
September 21 after he was
named a co-accused in the 1983
fraud case.

The scandals followed an ac-
cusation by an Indian busi-
nessman, Lakhubhai Pathak,
that Rao and a Hindu '
Chandraswami. defrau him
to 100.000 dollars for a
promised deal which never ma-
terialised.

Rao, who has not commented
on the CBI and court decisions,
has previously denied all
accusations against him.

British actor Hugh Grant (R) arrives with girlfriend,
model Elizabeth Hurley at the Wednesday premiere of
his new movie, "Extreme Measures” in Beverly Hills,
California. Grant stars in the medical drama which was

produced by Hurley.

— AFP/UNB photo

Good news for
vegetarians .

LONDON: Vegetarians are less likely
health-conscious meat eaters, according

rope-wide study published here Friday, reports AFP.
P‘?]tmghy—bamdunﬂl.{}ﬂ(]hgﬂﬂl-m

to become fat than even
to the results of a Eu-

people and

published in the British medical journal — showed that meat
eaters were more likely to be clinically obese than fish eaters,

vegetarians or
The

were enthusiastically welcomed by the vegetar-

ian society, which said it was in line with other reports that

v:getnmaﬂanlenjoyedhl:alth benefits from their diet.

, the doctor who conducted the
nal that ty has doubled
"This st shows that the

ism here in Britain could y
nesses related to obesity

survey, told the -
British adults since 1 :

umaﬂrnglﬂelnufﬂctamn
a key role in reducing

thcill:

consequently reduce the costs to an

overburdened health system,"” be said.

Einstein's love notes
to be auctioned

NEW YORK: The private letters of Albert Einstein, including

some 400 missives

his first wife Mileva Maric, will be auc-

tioned by Christies in November, the auction house announced

Thursday, reports AFP.

The November 25 sale is expected to generate about two mil-

lpn dollars, Christies said.
Amo
Maric exc

the most prized letters are 53 love notes Einstein and
anged between 1897 and 1903, when they were both

students at the Plytechnicum in Zurich.

The letters show that Maric,
stayed in the ba nd of her

ally believed to have been

usband's career, was actually

an important factor in the budding physician's intellectual de-

velopment, a

to Christies.
e letters, which were found in 1986 in a safety

deposit box

in a San Francisco bank, were placed on sale by the foundation

that manages Einstein's estate.

NATO’s eastward

expansion

BERGEN, Norway, 27 : Rus-
sia's defence minister on
Thursday reiterated that
?gscnw is alarmed about NA-

'S

arrived for work at Mobile Government Plaza.
Access to Suu Kyi’s house blocked

'Kurds no match for Saddam Ul

. despite US support SLORC bans NLD congress

“ WASHINGTON, Sept 27: De- by fawmakers concerned about
spite extensive CIA and other i military YANGON. Sept 27: Myan-

HK'’s return to China
Beijing, London agree to
hold dignified ceremony

L
HONG KONG, Sept 27:

the success of the Ir

in recent days, there was no ap-  police. who blocked access to

lans to and eastward
S su rt Kurdish o sition  in resisting such efforts and : ent move against Suu K democracy leader Aung San Suu P eXp -
fnrcespﬁf northern Irggﬂcame chasing CIA operatives and E‘;;;td“‘{j‘tfg r:ﬂ“t}iﬂdg erself. 4 Kyi's house today said she alone ‘-‘Eﬂﬂfg]ﬂ L“aggiﬂf;rﬁrg :;99“ China ham
nowhere near to toppling Presi-  their Kurdish contacts out of ro-democracy leader San . It was not certain what au- would be permitted to enter her | p: AP cord, | pitting a protracted wrangle to downgrade Britain's
dent Saddam Hussein, a Pen- the country. uu Kyi, charging her party and thorities would do if she carried home where a congress of her :FYD EI tt i & haset o the sort ot behind them, Britain and deny it a glorious finale to em-
tagon official told lawmakers "We need to be realistic about | . 1jiv.q States were planning  on with plans for the three-day  political party had been | o0 - "NaAT0 tries hard to | China signed an agreement Fri-  pire. Britain threatened I:ltl:m
Thursday, s AP. these opposition forces," Reidel | 00" st in the country, meeting, which was to have p ed. fnatﬁ lgor Rodionov said Rus. | 92y promising a "solemn and stage that each side wou .
Kurdish factions were too said. "I don't know of any rep- official sources said Friday, I‘E: been a by some 600 NLD "For three days. September ala wan% St e SRR b he dignified” ceremony to return its own event, with no joint cer-
busy fighting among them- \table analysts on the situation | ports AP. members and supporters. A 27, 28 and 29, nobody is allowed NATO-led military operation in Hong Kong to China and end emony. e .
selves in the weeks ore 5ad- in northern Iraq who believes Police late Thursday threw number of party members were (o go to Aung San Suu Kyl's res- 156 years of British colonial The deal '@:}d C y Joir nndl
dam's late-summer military in- that any of these opposition.| up barricades along University already reported to be in her idence because we won't permit | Bosnia if it is extended into | rule, reports AP. Liaison umﬂmuﬂ hinese ‘ha
cursion into the region, Deputy forces was on the verge of over- | Avenue, placed "no entry” signs mﬂd which could not be  this seminar for the eighth Na- | 1997. The deal comes amid an ap-  British foll .HW t
Assistant Secretary of Defence throwing Saddam Hussein.” and diverted traffic. ztdeplwm: tional League for Democracy Rodionov said Moscow | parent warming of British- handover follows m
Bruce Reidel told the House Na- Reidel challenged "the no- A senior government offi- The said the gm (NLD) Party anniversary.' wanted to help nt blood- | Chinese relations after three reached Thurndnlh by E:
tional Security Committee. tion that we abandoned” Kur- .| cial, who demanded anonym- in collusion with the US Em- Meanwhile. many politi- | shed in Bosnia, but considered | years of acrimony over how  nese and Bﬂ“hen e Hmﬂﬁﬂ
The frank assessment by djsh opponents of Saddam's | ity, said no arrests had been bassy in mn, lanned to cians from the National ue | NATO's enlargement a threat. | much democracy Hﬂﬂcﬁh Kong tﬂftrﬂﬂﬂ Qtilf Unr’t od Nations
Reidel, an intelligence offici B3 dE.CP regime. It was the in- made but some members of Suu hold the ng order to for DEIII{}EI’IC{'[M} party were | adding, "One tﬂnﬂ)jl not in | should have under inese Ri & :.l_k e
on temporary ttothe ,pi ity of the Kurds to resolve Kyl's National L:llq.u: for Dem- create . He said Suu detained by Dg:mmar military cﬂq_trndictlnn wi other. sovereignty. in New York. = ;
Pentagon, reported on US-  their own differences and their | ocracy had been "temporarily Kyi had met 13 times with government today to prevent a It is difficult to convince For ne a year, the two it *"“g‘ a jol [l"m'
mm political movements each other instead of | taken in for " American diplomats since party congress from takin our public NATO is a Pﬂﬂdﬂl sides have di over what. mony at ¢ 997 “t’h: Sast
aimed at a change in power in  gaddam that led to the incur- Despite threats aga her “arly August. place, a senior government offi- | organisation, he told re- | form Britain's formal fareweill it;dm“&g - 4 e
Iraqg. He was closely questioned gjon by the Iraqgi military from the state-controlled media Reuter says :Myanmar cial told Reuter. | porters. , should take. utes of Pritish '



