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osing and Opposing'’ Must End

Former Finance Minister, Saifur Rahman, has gained the admiration of both friends and foes
for speaking out his mind. While a minister, some of his most critical remarks were directed
at his own government for failing to carry forward the reforms that he had so boldly pushed.
Never known to mince his words Saifur Rahman, who had been our longest serving finance
minister — covering 11 years — has always been an uncompromising advocate of reforms,
privatisatioin, opening our market, and of tough actions against the loss making state-owned

work to the coun-
try. What did you mean by this? .
Saifur Rahman (SR): What I enterprises.

meant was that, in our country,
all political parties want to
make short term tical gains
at the expense of medium and
long term economic progress.
When a political party comes to
, its main target becomes
next election. For that, they
avoid taking hard and unpopu-
lar decisions and carry out the
much-needed reforms which
harm the vested gmuge. When
populist politics and getting
votes become the overriding
concerns, it is difficult to im-
plement hard-nosed decisions.
The common percep
that people will not vote for a

if it s for real reforms forms which they felt cost BNP
and takes harsh decisions like mayoral election victory. Fol- she is o
eliminating so-called system lowing the Dhaka and Chit-

loss, cutting excess manpower
zﬂmwenng the poor, etc. Polit-

parﬁ:t:c do not Wﬁt to ;]_I!'l-
tagonise powerful few who
would be hurt which on the
other hand would benefit mil-
lions. Even worse, | am saﬂn,g
it from ence, ti-
cians friends with the
vested quarters like trade
unions and associations to

in support, that further
E:l]ll r:f{r}ms. That is exactl

Now in the opposition, he has surprised everybody by suggesting that our major political
parties should stop traditional politics and work together to develop the country.
In the following interview with The Daily Star Rahman expresses his frustrations at the

failure of political parties to see beyond the next election, and u

the changing world order.

rges all to rise to the needs of

ration election was blamed on
me and my reformms agenda. I

were bitterly critical of the re-

tagong elections, reforms were
substantially stalled. As a re-
sult we failed to fulfil the con-
ditions for jute sector reform
programme, we did not get the
second chance of the JSAC.

The Hafiz Textile Mills
which was to be sold as a part of
the jute sector reform process,
and though it fetched a
price in tender bids, the f{inal
decision to sell was never taken
or fear of political backlash.

—

fore the new ernment must
act quickly on the reform is-

had to face the prime minister sues.
and other ministers and senior DS: How do evaluate the
BNP functionaries who were  performance of AL government
concerned with Chittaggng so far?

tion is mayoral election process. ey SR: Now is the right time for

Sheikh Hasina to take the
tough economic decisions. But
too many unnec-
essary fronts. | am convinced
that politics of revenge and
witch hunting will not pay.
Corruptions should be dealt
through due process of law.
There is a department to look
into corruption cases. Politi-
cally-motivated witch hunting
is not a way to eliminate cor-
ruption. It will only wvitiate the
political goodwill and under-
standing, create bitterness and
hatred. People in Bangladesh
are historically opposition-

how politics is run today. It is DS: What, in your opinion, minded. So. government is al-

not possible to bring discipline should the new do ways at a disadvantage. AL

in national life because of short to circumvent tradition of should know that, because it

term political expediency. : benefited from the tradition.
After working 11 years as a- SR: Nothing fundamental Now that tradition will work in

minister of finance, planning .c¢an be done unless the govern- BNP's favour. So Sheikh

and commerce, conclusion ment and the opposition coop- Hasina should be careful.

is that unless politics of expedi- ¢rate. I am doubtful about the I do not see much economic

mz::-]rqﬂnmd by politics of i —

na interest, adesh . s 3

cannot make progress. is I want major political parties should

Wly | e S POichl pet refrain from conventional politics for the

ties should ain from con-

ventional politics for the next next three to four years and work together to

three to four and work to- build the nation. The present political

m to the nation. The .

mupouum culture of ﬂ“‘f‘"" of "proposing by one party and op-

- LAY Qe pacty a op: posing by another" regardless of the issue,
Eml,mhmgﬁ“ must be stopped if we are to

make real progress.

extent to which the new gov-

activities right now. The gov-

ernment can with such  ernment should concentrate on

reform public enter- quick implementation of eco-

prises restructuring, downsiz- nomic p ammes. Now it will

reform ing and manpower rationalisa- be October, high time that ADP

for tion. These are painful reforms  implementation be geared up to

and call for political courage enerate empl ent, manu-

primme minister that the market and vision. acturing trading activities.

was h'."::ﬁ to ﬁm:lﬂ If AL ment is serious Government is still a major fac-

goods would be bad about reforms, it must not tor in our economic activities

us. waste time. Iigyill definitely not and unless rmment spends,

"'The former ltlg get much , may be six there will be no income genera-
— | “$E-°  moriths. fot pglicy and institu- ton: 1o pecple.

forms in the arid had tional re nns € new gov- However, a number of good

given me lﬂ'ﬂ:iylu . But  ernment will not be in a com- steps like the Itgn.l reforms, al-

she was gradu overwhelmed fortable position regarding re- lowing private EPZ, invigorat-

by other cabinet - Re-  forms like JSRP because other ing the BOI have been taken.

political parties will be agitat-

These sort of activities should

ter the Dhaka Mayoral election ing inst such steps. at- be more vigorously pursued.
The worst period of me as the  ever do, they have to d6 it The civil ae:g-vim: r nrl:n is an-
finance minister was when BNP  fast. Positive impact of hard other immediate thing to be
government lost the mayoral decisions years to be- done.
elections in Dhaka and Chit- come apparer™ and creates DS: You sound a bit disap-
M could have tummed  hardships in the short run. pointed. Are you frustrated with
into mthl:xg posi- Elected governments always the current trend in national
tive by saying that it had set a  feel afraid of the public reac- ?

tions to that immediate hard-
ship. But once these reforms are
implemented with courage,
people appreciate these. There-

SR: | have become doubtful
in our ability to carry out real
reforms. | am also strated
about our habitual peolitics of

opposing the government with
strikes and hartals. AL crippled
the country in the past. Now we
may end up doing the same, just
to op . Sadly enough, for the
Eolitical parties, elections have
ecome predominant factors
and all other factors especially
the economy and social issues,
are subordinated to political
considerations. If the objective
of politics is just to star in
power, then I think this politics
{3 meaningless and cannot de-
iver any good to the society.
DS: ﬁo' do look at BN-
P's loosing the 4
SR: People did not reject BNP
in the election; looking at the
ministerial casualties, it is the
cabinet of the BNP government
that was rejected. If BNP had
bagged those 26 lost seats of
cabinet members, it would have
been in a position to form the
government. If the former cabi-
net members performed better,
we would have been in power.
So I repeat , BNP did not lose, it
is the BNP cabinet, of which 1
was a part, that lost. Besides, we
continue to maintain that BNP
clid not get a fair and neutral
deal in the election process.
DS: You are stre on a
e

common lmh to th
problems the coun
How do you think this can

achieved?

SR: The government should
create a congenial and hos-
pitable political environment
and identify the major difficult
issues like what to do in sectors
e.l. energy. gas, water, railway
etc. and then sit with the oppo-
sition parties on these decisive
issues and exchange views with
the leaders for reaching a con-
sensus. The government can
prepare wor apers on the
Issues and sen ese to the po-
litical parties for discussion. If
necessary there can be special
sessions of the parliament
where the discussions can be
held. In such an issue there

should not be any 'whip’ and
would be totall from the
party whips' controlling mech-

anism. Then the MPs would be
able to speak out whatever they

feel irrespective of their party
lines.

If such attempts are taken,
BNP is most likely to partici-
pate in such discussions use
if it does not, it will be put in a
defensive position. But such
discussions must be held in a
hospitable olitical envi-
ronment free from revenge and
recriminations. If AL calls us to
the dialogue and at the same
e arrests our leaders or their
relatives, this will make the
situation hostile for such dis

cussions. Discussions must be
held in an atmosphere of mu-
tual trust and confidence. If AL
takes a positive approach, and
does it sincerely, | am sure BNP
will be forced by circumstances
e MeChowdoyonehing

: But how do yon e
the political psyche?

SR: This is a major chal-
lenge for all politicians, We
have to give a new direction to
our political culture, otherwise
we will not be able to solve our
national problem. If every deci-
sion is opposed, especially
those that deal with our foreign
relations, then the government
can never move forward. Let me
ﬁive you a latest example. We

ave a number of vital issues to
settle with India. We must de-
cide on them keeping our na-
tional interest in mind. But we
must also see that we arrive at a
fair, equitable solution which
is essential with economic and
commercial logic in the context
of the global trading and in-

S R e T

vestment environment.
Paradoxically, whenever
such issues come up for discus-
sion at ministerial level, we
duck the issue because quite of-
ten what is rational ang logical
gel overwhelmed by passion of
olitical over sensitivities.
oth the countries are destined

—Saifu Rahan

competitive advantages.
you coal s
ment and

and bridges to wear and tear
and sometimes to damages
when heavy trucks are to

bring it. Yet the fniﬂmdtlm to

explore the possibility of pur-

Che Duily Sar 5

E_

Mind
ils our environ-
leads our roads

o ghasing clectriclty fram India

are

sho

to
on-

..................

to live together, and must do so
in peace and harmony and yet,
we fail to take rational deci-
sions, which are
our national interest, because
of domestic politics.

As KI:H.I
many thi
ing coal.

much in

now we import

from India includ-
is we do because of

highly politicised.

1 Communist Russia did not
esitate to mﬁ‘t as to capital-
ist Europe. aiﬁ‘nd_ln ur-
chasing electricity from Laos
for which Asian Development
Bank has recently
million US dollars. Such deals
not
sovereignty of the buyer and .
seller countries. Yet an

tion of such a deal with India, to
meet our short term power

given 50
endangering the

. becomes such a politi-

cally charged issue that it is
impossible to hold a rational
discussion on it. Reasons are to
be found in the history and ge-
ography of our two countries
and a kind of confidence gap he-
tween the two y

India also has not helped in
this matter
ive Ba

d transit facilities when
Bangladesh requested for it. In
such matters, countries of this
subcontinent are driven more
by hearts and less by heads.

DS: So, to what do
oy tribute such a politi
tion?

" SR: To our tradition of poli-
tics of "pro
without understanding
sues. | wonder how long

" of this subcontinent can
economic and investment logic
in the globalised free market
economy and be enslaved by
historical hangovers.

DS: Thank you for your
SR: Thank you.

its earlier refusal °
adesh and Nepal

at-
situa-

ng and

the is-
nations
ignore

Population Question-marks Overhang

WO "huge population
question-marks” over-
hang the Philippines
and Asia as a world, that logs in
266 births a minute, crested the
5.77 billion marker middle of

thtgrgea:.
e demographlf "question
marks" are China and India,
says the Population Reference
Bureau in a note to its 1996
World tion Data sheet.

China in mid-1996 had an
estimated 1.21 billion people.
Roughly, one in four out of ev-
ery persen today is Chi-
nese. Though dictatorial poli-
cies dra down fertility to
1 8 children per woman.

But "if democratic processes
replace the central authoritar-
ian government (in China).” the
Washington-based think-tank
asks, will the birth rate — now
only 1.8 children per woman —
spurt up “in this traditional,
still largely rural society?”

For its part. India accounts
for 949 .6 million ple. De-
spite a modest fertility decline,
India's already huge population
bhase still adds on lﬁg equiva-
lent of one Chile yearly.

Indian women today average

by Juan L. Mercado

3.4 children each — partly a re-
sult of the three-decade pro-
Framme to pitch for smaller
amilies. But a plateau in fertil-
ity may now have been reached.

In the years ahead. popula-
tion increases — despite lower
fertility in countries like Thai-
land or Argentina — will be
crammed into two sharply con-
trasting regions: impoverished
Africa and Asia of the "1990's
economic miracle.”

Within this skewed setting.
developing countries like the

Pmﬂm_::m account for 80 per -
cent of the surge in people, notes

the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA). By mid-1996,
there were an estimated 72 mil-
lion Filipinos — and this could
balloon to 113.5 million in year
2025.

Improved health services,
better nutrition, growth in in-

achieve parity with deaths.

Last year alone, population
increases added up to the equiv-
alent of three Canadas. At that
population could
top 10 billion, by the middle of
the next century, before
ally leveling off,” adds the new
g.;Port: World Resources 1996-

rate, "world

.Feuple. of course, remain the

Asia’s Economic Boom

gradu-

tion. By 2G10, the "paramount
food security problem ... will be
consumption levels, in man
countries, will remain luta]f’
inadequate for good nutrition.
g Deteriorating Ec
The

UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) cites a wide
range of critical ecosystems at
risk. Six out of every 10 persons
live within 100-kilometer wide

most crucial of all assets. And corridors along coasts.
all major conferences — from  Pollution and over-exploita-
Rio on environment to Rome on  tion are dr these
nutrition and Beijing on beyond sustainable levels,
women = : All ‘have a.hu-  -along with forests and fishing
man right to life, adequate food, areas.

shelter and education. "Past ence has shown

But sheer numbers compli-
cate the task of securing these
rights. The strain is reflected in
unprecedented
sources. Critical areas include:

Freshwater Su
1940 and

tween

pressure on re-

lies: Be-
90, with-

the need to shift away from cen-
tralized bureaucracies and to-
wards more flexible commu-
nity-oriented strategies,” the
World Resources report argues.
"All of the policies need eifec-
tive governance.”

come helped bring down death drawals from lakes, rivers, Parallel to this would be the
rates — to about 99 per minute a?uifcrs multiplied by a factor  second essential track: Slowing
worldwide, UNFPA figures fur- of four. By the year 2050, one down population growth. This'
ther indicate. out of every five persons would would help buy w room to

This means birth rates, in
developing countries, are about
twice the level needed. in de-
mographers' jargon, to "sta-
bilise" population, i.e., births

live in water-short nations.

Food Security
losses, erosion, agronomic ceil-
ings are interlocking,
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
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Worlid News 10:20 On
TTIE?":“H:

News 11:20 Window On Eu-
rope 12:00nocon BBC World
Headlines 12:05 Heart Of The
Matier 1:00 BBC World Head-
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CHANNEL V[ o
6:00am Frame by Frame 7:00  Cormick 5:30 Fantasy Isiand
Rewind VJ Eqi;mﬁm 6:30pm Chare's 7:3
Frame 8:30 Asian Top 20 vJ  The Addams Family 8:00 The
rey 10:30 Big Weexend Simpsons 8:30 Baywaich 9-30
VJ Alessandra 12:30 Billboard Swens 10:30 L A Law 11:30
US Countdown 2:30 The Ride Code 3 12:00mn COPS 12:30
VJ Trey 3:30 Rewind vJ Movie: Good idea 2:30 Movie:
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Ticks! 8: _ _
11:00 : Big ? ?'“ .
Bang VJ Alessandra 12:30 The N9 & o _Nrasting
Ticket 1:00 Over The Edge VJ "o e e 5 WA
Sophiya 2:00 Music Update o ‘I‘I:mﬂﬂ'-m'
2:30 The Ride VJ Trey Fﬂd:iﬂ“ .Sﬁm.”- 11:00 B 'I“_I
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The Star Sherrif 9:30 Zoolife 900

Wilh Jack Hanna 10:00 Kaits & ndia vs Sri Lanka
mﬂ;"yw,hnh. 1:HHAFM'Im
fom of the Sea 1130 The Wild Cup Classics 1986 France v
Wild West 12:30 Movie' “The Brazil 4:00 Australian Football
Fiying Deuces” 2230 E TV 3:00 League Highlights 5:00 Water

Che Laile Star Entertainment Guide

sports World §:30 Thai Kickbox-
ing Highlights

> TAR MOVIES

7:30am Western: The Garden
Ot Evil (Arabic Subtities) 9:30
Comedy Nurses on the Line
18 (Arabic

iy - Fr

Subtities) 11:30 Fam-
engully’ The Last Rain-
lores! Pﬁ#Hni Subtitles) 1:30

- The Check Is in The
Mail 15 (Mindi Subtities) 3:30
Action: Tom Clancy's

Center
Part 1 (Mindi Subtities) §:30 Ac-
tion: Tom Clancy's L))p Center
Part 2 (Hindi Subtities) 7:30

Father and Scout 12
[HInd! itles) 9:00 The Pre-
view 9:30 Globetrotting
Moscow Gorky Park 18 (Hinai
Smﬂﬁuzr 11:30 After Dark
Dressed To Kill 18 (Hindi Sub-
ttes) 1:30 . Madghouse

15 (Hindi Subtities) 3:30 Afer
Dark. The Last Seduction 18
Hindi Subtities) §:30 Thriller:
Iu]. Heights 18 (Hindi Subt-

Jagran on Zee TV Today at 630 AM

Nafrat 11:30 Captain Cook
Shahli Dawat 12:00 Philips T
Ten 1:00 Tol Mol Ke Bol 1:3
Asian Sky Shop 2:30 Nirolac
Ashiana 3:00 Kya Scene Hal
3:30 Manasi 4:00 TVS
Saregama 5:00 Aap K Pasand
5:30 Galaxzee 6:00 Beeji Ke
PG 6:30 Tumhare Liye 7:00
Zalke Ka Satar 7:30 Taal
8:00 Heipline B:30 Maa 9:00
No Problem 9:30 Paribanan
10:00 Waqgalat 10:30 The
News 11:00 Ghoomia Aaina
11:30 HFF - Mujhe Insaal
Chahiye 1:30 Colgate Gei
Yoodle Aecc 2:00 Arabic Pro-
ramme 2:30 TMM 4:00
h#rounda 4:30 Through The
Gears 5:00 Jagran
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K r Special 7:30 Upanyas
I.ﬁnlhﬂ Marz 8:20 Huerun
Pal 8:30 its Choice 9:00
Karm 9:30 Kal Bhi Aaj Bhi 10:00
People's Club 10:30 Stand By
10:40 Liberty Public Demand
11:30 Teri Bhi Chup 12:00 Hee
Hee Ha Ha

___PTV

B:00am Tilawat Aur Tar-
juma/Hamd/Naat 8:20 Cartoon
8:30 Khabrain 8:45 Visitors
Book 9:10 Phool Khushboo
825 Dastarkhwan 9:40
Mehman 10:05 Aap Ki Anwar
Maqsood 10:30 English Film
Tarzan 10:55 Mili Naghma

11:00 Khabrain 11:10 Mern
Pasand 11:35 Janun 12:55
Quran-E-Hakeem 1:02 Bismillah
1:15 Gnnd 2:05 Lazwal Ep-45
2:55 Husool-E-Insaaf & Sports
Cuachn% 3:20 TV Encyclopae-
da 3:40 Sports Time 4:05
Daastakar 5:05 Medicine 5:25
Computers 6:20 Aiou Courses
7:00 English News 7:20 PTV
Music Library 7:30 Virsa Pak-
istan 7:55 Ghazal Uss Naye
Sairee 8:25 Dentonic World Of
Sports 8:45 Anita 9:00 Break
For Headlines News 10:00
Khabarnama & Commercial
News 10:35 TBA 11:55 The
Flash Point 1:08 Urdu Feature
Film, Khas Khabrain-Close
Down

SONY ET

8:30am Kuch Dil Ne Kaha 9:00
Yaadon Ki Baarat 9:30 Cine
Matinee-Hindi Feature Film
12:30 Chamatkar 1:00 Siddhi
1:30 Kaash 2:00 Sunday Ki
Sunday 2:30 The Nirlep Rasoi

Show 3:00 Khoya _Khﬂ;ﬂ
Chand 3:30 Movie Mania 4:30

Humse Barkar Gong 5:00

la Re 5:30 Mere Mes-
sage Meri Geet 6:00 Aaina
6:30 Video CD Prenuer 7:00
Good Shot 7:30 Jai By Hanu-
man B:00 Surt-Whee! Of For-
tune 8:30 Cine Prime-Hindi
Feature Film: 11:30 Fortune

: Cropland

says the

Hunter 12:30 Humse Barker
Gong 1:00 Hospital 1:30 Aa-
haat 2:00 Kuch Dil Ne Kaha
2:30 Closed

0D 7

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Movie
Club Fikm : Sister 1:00 Movie
Club Film : Ogo Sunchho 1:00
Nirjan Dupure Premer Gaan
Magazine} 1:30 Nijer Sang&
ekha 2:00 Pratihingsha 2:30
Bandhu Chile Bhalo 3:00 Ke-
mon Aachen 3:30 Comedy Quiz
4:35 Movie Club Film : Iswar
Parameswar 5:00 Jishu 5:30
Nijer Sanga Dekha 6:00 Nirjan
Dupure Premer Gaan 6:30

cope with problems that
threaten to destroy the very ca-
pacity to achieve humane stan-
dards of livi
century.

in the early 21st
news

Pratihingsha 7:00 Nandanik
7:30 Bangla Sambad 8:00 Dhi-
tang Dhitang Bole 8:30 UJALA-
Surer Asar 9:00 TBA 9:25 Clas-
sical Music 10:00 Drama 10:30
News and Bengali Sambad &
Closed

ZEE CINEMA

06:30 Tarana 08:00 Film :
Jeene Ki Rahu 10:45 Off
Screen 11:15 Film : Samunder
02:00 Ikke Pe lkka 02:30 Film :
Uljan 5:15 06:00 Gan
Ki Lahu 08:45 Box Office 09:
Farz 12:15 Trailers 12:30 Film :
John Jani Janardan 03:15
Songs 03:45 Film : Do Raha

by Jim Davis




