JUICE
JAM

PICKLE
KETCHUP

SHERBET

VOI. Vl NO. 247 REGD. NO. DA 781

SQUASH

)\ VINEGAR

'~ KEWRA =~
WATER
ROSE -
WATER

— Inside Today

A special

| interview of

|anerl"‘inance

Minister Saifur

I Rahman with

Che Dily Star
Page 5

Article

Reflections on Rural
Living Standards
Column : Beneath the
Surface
| by Abdul Bayes

Page 4

| International
75 Lankan troops, 450

Tigers killed in latest
offensive

| WB, IMF ready to
launch jt initiative
providing debt mheftﬂ

The Purse-pinching
Foreign Journals
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

1500 more return
home from UAE

More than 1,500 deported
workers were flown back home
from the Gulf state of the United
Arab Emirates yesterday Im-
migration offictals at the Zia
International Airport said the
l Imanigr ants were carried

haka by Biman and several
u{hﬁ:ﬂ:;lﬂ'natiunal carriers,
inc two special flights of
Russian Afrlines. The algnhhm
ties have geared up airlifting of

the i work-
ers amidst the UAE govern
ment's 30 deadlue
for the illegal immigrants to
leave, the Emirates, reports

Case against 21 BNP,
JCD, Jubo Dal men

From Staff Correspondent
msa:]. Sept 27 District

BCL general sec T Bin

Islam filed a case mﬂ —_—

21 leaders and wuri‘.crs of the

BNP Jubo Dal and the JCD. The

case was lodged with the Kot-

wali Thana accusing them of |

ransac BCL office during
the hartal yesterday.

15 killed in
muﬂ

Sept 27: Suspected
L-lIamu: hmdam:n talists deto-

naled a car bomb today near a

bu market outside Algiers

2 people and wounding
78, relatives of the victims told
AFP. Security services

prﬂ'iounly put the toll in the
of Boufarik at seven dead
and 20 wounded .

Megawati's HQs
sealed off

JAKARTA, Sept 27.: The
Jakarta authorities today
sealed off the new headquarters
- of Indonesian leader
Megawati Suk tri, a re-
porier at the site said. "It is now
closed down and there should be
no activities here nego-
tiations between city authori-
ties and their side * said Rajak
Gogi. head of the east Jakarta
Law and Order Department,

KABUL, Se

l{a ul and &
executing the coun
communist
lah and vowing
AFP.

Prime Minister Gulbu
Hekmatyar

tre.

27: The funda-
mentallst Taliban movement

tured the Afghan capital
ormecFa provisional

government today, summarl]}r
's former
president Najibul-
to establish a
strict Islamic state, reports

The Taliban met minimal
resistance from forces loyal to

and President
Burhanuddin Rabbani when
they swept into Kabul about 1
am (2130 GMT) to take the Pres-
idential Palace in the city cen-

The whereabouts of Rabbani,
Hekmatyar and their govern-
ment's top military comman-

1403 BS.

not clear.
I was the crowming momwent

of a h;,htnir? two-year crusade
ent-led militia to

by the st
impose Islamic law on the wiir-
ravaged country
Former cummuniat
dent Najibullah and his
uard were dr

Lhey had sheltered for the past
four and a half years and
hanged on a public street.
ajibull

UN protection since his six-
year iron rule, which began un-
der Soviet occupation, ended
with sweeping Mujahedeen vic-
tories in 1992.

Tens of thousands of peo
rushed to see the bodies

le
ier

resi-

out of the |
nited Nations office where

had been under

they were aln.mg up in the main
Ariana square. The Taliban
said Najibullah was executed
lor being a murderer and a
communist.

The United Nations sharply
condemned the ha

The three-day battle for the
city left several hundred people
killed or injured and hospitals
were over
one million inhabitants, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross said.

Loud explosions were heard
in the night as retreating gov-
ermunent lorees blew up stocks
of ammunition they could not
carry away to their strongholds
in the north.

Jeep-loads of Taliban drove
north out of Kabul today in

owing in the city of
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search of fleeing government
commanders.

The presence of the Taliban
in Kabul was announced from
the loudspeakers of mosques.

The Taliban, Sunni Muslims
who preach a strict Islamic code
including amputation of rob-
bers li ., has won wides

;}:lpnﬂ from Afghans fed up

four years of factional war
ami suffering.

Taliban chief Mullah
Muhammed Omar today ap-
pointed a six-member interim
government in a special decree
issued from his headquarters in
the southwestern r.it:,r of Kan-
dahar.

He said the former govern-
ment had "collapsed” and the
new six-member council would

- @he Daily Star
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Mullah Rabbani heads 6-member interim council to establish strict Islamic atato

Taliban capture Kabul, hang Najibullah

der, Ahmad Shah Masood. were

look after government affairs
during the lntcrim period.

He stressed that Afghanistan
would now have a ‘complete [s-
lamic sirat:m

Mullah Muhammad Ra-
banni has been named as acting
chief of the council which in-
cludes several key Taliban
leaders, the Afghan Islamic
Press (AIP) said.

Afghan Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Abdul I{)ahlm Ghafoorzai
conceded that his government
had been defeated by the Tal-
iban, who emerged two years
from the Quranic schools of
Kandahar,

He indirectly accused Pak-
istan of complicity in the Tal-
iban offensive, adding, "We con-

See Page 12 Col 4
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CU tripartite meeting
suggests probe body
oNn campus Crisis

From Staff C'orrespondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 27: A
tripartite meeting held tonight

. | Islam Chowdhury

at the residence of Vice Chan-
cellor of Chittagong Universily
suggested him to convene a
m of the CU Syndicate hy
September 30 for constituting a
pruobe body to enquire into the
prevailing campus crisis.
Chaired by VC Prof Rafiqul
. the over 4-
hour meeting was attended
Pro-VC of the university. and
representatives of two feuding
student organisations
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS). The DC and the SP
of Chittagong were also present.

Mavyor of the city Mohiuddin
Ah was scheduled to attend
Lthe meeting but did not tum up.

A series ol clashes between

BCL and Jamaat-backed ICS
forced the authorities to sus-
pend classes and postpone all
| scheduled examinations of the

! l activists ol pro-Awami League

The (ripartite meeting sug-
gested that the probe body
would look into allegations and
counter-allegations by BCL and
1ICS against each other and
submit its recommendations to
the university authorities soon.

The authorities would take
measures to resume classes and
hold postponed examinations
as early as possible after taking
the probe committee's report
into consideration. it was de
cided.

The meeting also discussed
various points raised by the
feuding student bodies m se
rate memoranda. F
stressed the need for gearing up
security measures on the cam-
pus and ensuring distribution
of seats in the halls according
{0 merit.

On September 18, BCL and
ICS activists clashed with each
other and then BCL enforced an
indefinite strike on the campus
and Shibir activists occupied
halls and put up harricades on

g -

afat urges Israél t“or peace mtpvé

3 Palestmmns shot dead at
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound

JERUSALEM, Sept 27 Is
raeli police shot dead (hree
Palestinians at the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound here |
and at least three were
killed elsewhere in a third day
of lsraeli-Palestinian clashes
which have left more than 60
dead and 1.000 injured. offi-
cials said, reports ;

An official at Makassed
hospital in East Jerusalem said
Ihree Palestinians died [rom
gunshot wounds after lsraeli
police stormed the co nd
surrounding Al-Agsa Mosque
Lhw third holiest site in Islam.
lollowing today's prayers.

“There are three dead all
young men between the ages of
20 and 30." said a offi-
cials “They all died of head
wounds from live ashmunition.”

He said 50 Palestinians were
hurt in the clashes from live
ammunition. rubber bullets
and tear gas

Five Israeli policemen were
also reported hurt by stones in
the clashes, which came after
Iwo days of armed battles be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians
in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip which left more than 50
Palrltlnlanl and 1|1 Israel

truuﬁq

hllng resumed today in
CGraza and the West Bank One
Palestinian man and one |s
raeli soldier were killed In the

___Bditorial on page 4

northern West Bank town ol
Tulkarem and a 20 year old
woman was slain by I[sraell
forces in Jericho .near the Jor
dan border, official sources
said

Clashes were also reported
in the northern West Bank
towns of Jenin where 10 Pales
tintans were wounded and
Qalgilya where 15 were hurt

Faleslinian President

=

WB experts suggest

Dhaka should sell gas
to boost its economy

Bangladesh should sell its

natural gas in the nternational
market to fuei the natiodhl
economic development. World

&l:yrmmw?eﬂﬂ

Talking to BSS the World
Bank experts on energy Per
Ligng and Arun Banerjee
viewed that the country shouid
build up a well-coordinated
network to sell its natural gas
in the international market.

Ljung Tjhg is based in Wash-
ington said Bangladesh shouid
make major efforts to quickly
develop its gas resources Be-
sides fcrulc land and water

Bangladesh has gas as its major

ratural resource he said addi
butl this sector has noi at
been exploited as much as il
should be.

The visiting expert said it is
not like putting money into the
bank ich will increase in
ume even if some did not
use the money. But in the case of
gas nothing is added if you keep
it underground. "Better to take
it out now from the . sell
it, get the money and ‘do useful
investment with it.," he said

this way the economy of
the country would

Banerjee said the grnwlh of
the Indonesian economy had

See P dpie 12 Col 7

Yasser Arafat, meanwhile. ap-
pealed to Israel to resume peace
nmv:- today. saying it was the

to put an end to three
da}ru of {;50045

“The peace pmrrnu is the
only way lo work a way out of
violence and killing and the
attacks that are taking place.’
he told reporiers in thr sell
ritled Gaza Strip

Speaking after he met Yossi
Sarid, head ol an Israeli leftist
vpposition party. the Pales
tinian leader assailed the

storming ol Jerusalem's Temple
Mounlt, site of Al-Agsa Mosque
by Israeli police

"This is a violation of what
we had agreed last night — that
we must calm the situation in
Jerusalem.” Aralat said

Palestinian officials said
that in a phone conversalion
early today, Arafal and Israel
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne

See Pagt 12 col 5
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Pdrlmlmm
dissolved
In Japan

TOKYO. Sept 27 . Japanese
pariamentary Speaker Tak-
ako Do dissolved the Lower
House today, setling the stapge
lor the first election in almost
three and a half years., reportis
AFP.

The dissolution followed a
decision by Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto. formally
endorsed at a morning Cabinet
meeting

The Japanese Cabinet en
dorsed Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimolo s plans to hold gen
eral elections on October 20
Jiji Press said

The decision came an hour

after the Lower House ol parlia
ment was dissolved setting the

See Page 12 Col 3

issue of the destruc-

tion of the 1 cent Babri

Mosque. has come into sharp
It;lutnﬁ

Muslim vote will be on im
portant facts in Uttar Pradesh
where they make 1.9 crore of
the state’s 15 crore peopie.
Therefore, the issue of the

‘s restoration is a cru-

Sl Bactr.
Almost all polifical leaders
in Uttar Pradesh
mmﬂﬁ 7 elections
are to court Muslim vot-
ers whom and Muslims
around the world. the recon-
siruction of the is a

mm'ﬂhltﬂd

|
1

AL gears up
party activities
for council

session

By Reaz Ahmed

Hectic organisational activi-
ties have begun at all levels of
the ruling Awami League k
ing the scheduled national
council session-in view,

Party frontliners will start
moving out of the capital on or-
ganisational tours shortly
while the process of holding

meetings of the ﬁ:rty units
across the country have already
started.

In the capital, the Secre-

See Page 12 Col 3
St:_minur t:ﬂguludgi_
Recommendations
for CHT peace

By Staff Correspondent

Rescue of Kalpana Chakma
and punishment to her abduc
lors. probe into the recent mas-
sacre ol woodculters at
Haghaichhari and trial of the
killers. political dialegue on
("HT problem. constitutional
recognition ol ethnic minori
ties anvd starn ol a process to erid
land problem were among the
recommendations made at the
concluding session of the two
day seminar and open dialogue
on Chittageng Hill Tracts
{CHT).

e Papi

Hasina turns
49 today

12 Col ]

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina celebrates her birthday
today. reports UNB.

asina, the eldest daughter
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman. will be 49 today
She was born on September 28
in 1947 at her ancestral village

of Tungipara in Gopalganj dis-
irict
Mother of two children.
ib Wazed Joy and Wa-
Putul, Haﬂm is second
wmnan prime minis® of the

country.

wras i #ﬁm.:@‘limﬂ 4 Ao Aty iop acplomiey Mpoow Pomplae: -

Series of action programmes

KUSHTIA. Sept 27: A Shibit
activist at the Islamic Univer-
sity (IU} succuinbed to bullel
injuries on way to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH)]
late Thursday nig F’l

Aminul Islam hailing from
Jessore, was a third year stu-
dent of Al-Quran and Islamic
Sludies Department of the Uni
Versily. campus sources said.

» He received bullet injuries in
his chest during a clash between

ro-Awami League Chhatra
ague and Islami Chhatra
Shibir on the campus on

Thursday. During the clash
over 100 activists of Shibir and
| BCL were injured.

Aminul was earlier admitted
to Jhenidah Sadar Hospital.

Others seriously injured
have been sent to Dhaka for
ireatment. The condition ol
elght BCL activists, who were
admitted to Kushtia General

Injured IU Shibir
activist dies

From Our Correspondent

Hospital was improving.

Meanwhile, in prolest
against the alleged killing and
dastardly atta{*E on Shibir by
BCL. Shibir activists brought
out a procession today in Kush-
tia town. [t paraded the main
streets of the town qhuu!mg slo-
gans against BCL's ‘arms attack
on them and silent role of po-
lice.'

Shibir also announced a se-
ries of programmes including a
half-day hartal at the ..lhenitfah
and Kushtia towns tomorrow to
protest killing ol Aminul

They will gherao the V('s of-
lice on Sunday. Kushtia DC of-
fice on Monday and the
Jhenidah DC office on Tuesday
Oct 1).

They also demanded imme
diate reopening of the unive:

sity and judicial enguiry into
the incident and punishment to
12 Col B

See | e

Share trading at the Dliika
Stock Exchange (DSE|] siirged
again last week and all rnar‘f(ﬂ
indicators went up after some
l stability in the previous week

The All Share Price Index of
DSE rose by 92 36 points while
its market capitalisation expe
nenced a growth of Tk 646 19
crore compared to the previous

week s flir!nlll.%]d.ﬂn}f sition
The All Share Price Index
and market capitalisation

closed at 1655.02 points and Tk
11579 45 crore respectively on
Thursday. the closing day of the
week
Prices of shares of 53 com:
anies increased, 48 suffered
oss while shares of 5 compa

- DSE share price_ index
~ rises by 92.36 pts

| Star Report

nies remained unchanged. On
411 average, 106 1ssues were
Iraded daily

The turnover both in volunie
and value increased during the
week as more than 8 lakh 40
thousand shares and deben
tures valued at about Tk 20
crore exchanged hands against
an average (ransaction of 5
lakh shares and debentures
worth about Tk 15 crore in the
previous week

Although bullish trend pre
valled in the market almmost ev
eryvday during the week. the
market indicators experienced
slight fall on Thursday On
Sunday last the DSE All Share

See Page 12 Col 4

Babri Mosque crucial election issue

By Kunai Ganguly, in New Delhi

sincerity for all the politicians
who are in favour of t ue
reconstruction, except the

rightwing Hindu fundamental
ists Bharatiya Janata Party.
which wanis a Hindu to
the constructed at the same site.

The issue of Babri Masjid

has remained a big tan-
gle for whichever party came to
power in Uttar . But the
three ts of rightwing
Bharatiya Janata Party. Mu-
layan Yadav's Socialist

and Ma ti's Bahu-

able to come up with a solution
that is acceptable to both the
Hindus and Muslims. Hindus
are majority in India, maki

up about 8 cent of the
m!lljm

All thc plruu including the

. which was In

in Delhi at the time of the
demolition, and the current
coalition have not come up with
a solution. They have referred
the issue to the country's
Supreme Court, which also has
conveniently told them to find
a solution.

But there s every pnualhml}r
that after the dcr:unnl in the

state, Muslims all over the In-
dia will press for the recon-
struction and the centre lefi
government in New Delhi will
not be able to sidetrack the Is-
sue for long.

But if the BJP comes to
power it will deliver a big blow
to the Muslim's aspirations.

"Every hvlan wants o Kam
tempie (o e constructed at Ay
odhya and the BJP's position on
the issue remain unchar
said Atal Bihari Vajpayee ﬂ'

in Uttar Pradesh

HJFP about Babri Masjid

The election. besides the is
sue of the Babri Masjid. will
also be a test for the low caste
politicians of India.

The question is whether they
can return to r or not The
low caste factor has always
struck a political cord with Ju'
decision makers of the country
In 1995, Ma Mayawatl. a low
vaste Hindu and a lormer
school teacher. was given the
reins of chief ministership in
Lhe siate.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Jyotifor'a
little more

water' for
Dhaka

Star Monitoring

Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of
West Bengal, has expressed his
willingness to give Bangladesh
‘a little more water' but also un-
derlined the problems of his
own state nﬁgardlng the water-
sharing issue. BBC said last
night.

‘It is my wish to give
Bangladesh a little more water,
but I also have my own prob-
lems," BBC quoted Basu as say-

Iugt

xpressing optimism about
his proposal to start direct bus
service between Calcutta and
Dhaka, Basu said, "Trade be-
lween India and Bangladesh
has increased manifold.” He,
however, said that solution to
the Ganges water-sharing issue
See Page 12 Col 8

Mugger killed
in police firing

By Staff Correspondent

An ailfj%ﬂd mugger was killed
in police firing in Kamalapur
area in the city yesterday morn-
ing.

The dead was identified as
Babu Dhali. police said.

A constable, Abdul Gani, was
also injured there as a gang of
three muggers in an autorick-
shaw hurled bombs when
chased by police at about 7am.
Patrol police opened fire
when the gang hurled bombs
and tried to flee after snatching
gold ornaments from some
women in another autorick-
shaw. police sources said.

The muggers. chased by po-
lice, reached Distillery Road
See Page 12 col 6

Gold haul at ZIA

Businessman held
in city, taken
on remand

Police yesterday akrested a
businessman from the city sus-
pecting his involvement in the
recent ever-biggest gold haul at
the Zia International Airport,
reports UNB.

Detective Branch pelice said
they arrested Abdul Awal Pat-

OovWhEr Bf 4 At
Topkhana™ Road i théTrity,
Iron: the Guishan area early i
the mmorning. He also has ship-
ping business, the DB said.

Later, Patwari was produced
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Court. Following a
Detective Branch prayer. the
court allowed a four-day re-
mand.

Police sources said the DB
Hersumiel conducted at least:

ve raids in the city [romn late

See Page 12 col 6
Wrists of 2 alleged
terrorists

severed in city

Angry people of East Jurain
in the city yesterday caught two
alleged terrorists and severed
their wrists of both hands, po-
lice said, reports UNB.

Acc ardmg te them, local
I:un ple nabbed Washim and his

rother Khokon at about 11.30
am and cut their wrists after
beating.

Hearing the news, police
rushed to the spot and recovered
them from the hands ol the
people. Later, both Washun and

See Page 12 col 6

Kidnapped minor
girl rescued

By Staff Correspondent

A six year old girl who was
kidnapped from Joydevpur in
Gazipur district Wednesday was
rescued by police from a house
in Malibagh Chowdhurypara in
the city vesterday,

Shahina Akhter alias
Shimu, daughter of Nazrul
Islam of Rothkhola in
Joydevpur, was kidnapped re-
].mr'trdh by one Selim. her [a-
ther s arqumnlanrr police

said The reason behind the
kKidnap could not be known
immediately.

Shabujbagh police, after re-
ceiving a search warrant (rom
Gazipur court, raided a house in
Malibagh Chowdhurypara at
about 3 am yesterday and res
cued the girl. police said.

Shahina was handed over to
their parents, police added.

Tea garden
manager

murdered

From Our Corres ndent
MOULVIBAZAR, E
Manager of Tiparll:hhlra lﬂ

tar:lrn and two labourers were
lled yesterday by some

labourers of nearby Kejurich-

hara lea garden in Srimongal
yesterday

According to police of Sri-
moingal thana. a group of agi-
tated labourers of Kejurichhara
tea garden came to Tiparach-
hara tea garden to take revenge
when they heard that two of

their colleagues were murdered
by the labourers of Tiparach-
hara. The tated labourers

killed Ifteker Hassan, 38, man-
lmr of Tiparachhara garden

See Page 12 Col 8



