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1| The winner of the man-
of-the-series award in the
Singer World Series is

De Silva | Jayasuria | Ranatunga
2 | The number of pa-
Pepsi

ﬂnin:tlm-mme
AC hy are
15 | 12 lﬂl

3 | The winner of the US Open
1996 women's title is

Graf | Seles Hln_ﬂg__
|-
4| The Bangladeshi who

scored a century in the first
round of the Pepsi ACC

Trophy s
Akram| Bulbul Btd:mt

5| The new England Test
viu:-capta!n is
Stewart
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(West Indies’ batting Wizard)

“I mentioned to Viv Richards
that I would really like to bat
with him ... I only one in an
one-day international in Eng-
land and that wasn't for very
long. So that's a big disap-
pointment.”

BWSA's new body

National Sports Council yes-
terday reconstituted the ad-hoc
advisory and executive commit-
tees of the Bangladesh Women's
Eﬂ%ﬂs Association, reporis

A six-member advisory
committee was formed with Be-
gum Sajeda Chowdhury MF as
chief adviser while Rafiqg
Akhter Doly has been made the
presidept and Sultana Ferdous
Ara the general secretary of the
35-member executive commit-
tee,

Chief Adviser: Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury MP :

Advisers: Khaleda Khanam
MP, Meher Afroz MP, Segufta
Yasmin MP, Mamtaz Begum
and Sudipta Dewan.

President: Rafia Akhter
Doly

Vice-Presidents: Lutfunessa
Haq Bakul, Nilufar Banu,
Hosne Ara Khan, Kazi Zaheda
Ali and Nazma Shamim.

General Secretary: Sultana
Ferdous Ara

Asstt general secretaries; Be-

um Shamsun Nahar and Mah-
b Ara Gini.

Treasurer: Marium Begum

Organising Secretaries: Kazi
Nasima Hamid and Nazma
Akhter.

Members: Advocate Nazma .

Kawser, Dr Mamtaj Igbal, Doly
Catherine Cruze, Rasheda
Khanam, Sultana Gaziul Hagq,
Quamrun Nahar Dana, Iffat
Obanet, Zinat Ahmed, Nasimon
Ahmed, Fatema Khatun, Tah-
mina m Monacca, Shireen
Ahmed, ushan Ara Zaman,
Kaniz Fatema, Umme Salma
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Defending cham:-
ions  Abahani
ra Chakra sur-
vived an attack-
ing, virtuoso dis-
lay from the Fa-
irerpool Young-
nien’s upstarts on
their wayto an
unimpressive 2-0
Danish Premier

in A

win
football league match at the

flood-lit Dhaka
yesterday.

The holders, who were on the
receiving end of the turbulent
first half, struck the first salvo
in the 62nd minute with their
diminutive midfielder Swapan
stabbing home from a goal-
mouth melee. Substitute Rumi
doubled the margin with a cool
header four minutes from the
final whistle, helping his side
avoid an always-looming de-
feat.

It was Abahani's fifth win
from seven matches. The sky
blues with this win continued to
closely follow their arch-rivals
and league leaders Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club, who
are at the top with 19 points. by
two points.

But as far as the match is
concerned it was a lucky escape
for Abahani, who were far from
the once-convincing brand and
looked miserable against an
adrenaline-pumping display by
the Fakirerpool youngsters.

In front of a near-packed au-
dience, Abahani might claim as
an eventual winners, but it was

et another breath-taking per-
opmance- by the Fakirer

Stadium

cutpurse bemused the capacity
crowd besetting a sodden stiff to
emerge as psychological and
moral victors against their
fancied opponents.

With Maksudul Amin Rana,
the heart throb of many and a
nightmare of Abahani, once
again exhibited his telling pro-
ficiency as Fakirerpool took
the Abahani defence by storm
right from the word go.

The fleet-footed striker, who
was irresistible down both the
flanks, opened up the Abahani
defence in the very fourth
minute with a deceptive cross
from the right. An unmarked
Asif headed the ball to an ad-
vancing Jalal, who unleashed a
fierce left-footer right on the
target, but only to be fisted away
by an air-borne Abahani custo-
dian Biplob, the confident
youngster under the bar,

In the 20th minute Reza
lobbed a long throw from the
right which came by Jalal's way
via a back-header from Askar
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ngmen's Club custodian Bijan collects a
day's Danish Premier Division football league clash at the Dhaka Stadium.

Abahani survive a scare

booters, who like a dance hall :

Sports Reporter

W

shot from Abahani stri

Babu But Askar's shot from a

melee was paired oft by a

Biplob. the reserve custodian
Abahani with a bright future.

On the other hand, Abahani,
who were flummoxed as both of
their wingers Rakib and Ma-
mun Joarder were effectively
neutralised by the opponents,
were hardly able to penetrate
the rock-solid Fakirerpool de-
fence.

The only half-chance that
Abahani got in the first 45
minutes was a 30-yard free-
kick by their skipper Monem
Munna which slightly missed
the mark.

Apart from that the Abahani
defence which time and again
failed to negotiate the fluent
attack by the F | boys,
adopted rather physical dis-

play. particularly st Rana
ﬂm; alal, to stymie the defi-
ance.

Especially, Munna, who
Ewn-nwi)ed on twice, ended
up with one of the three yellow
cards shown against them in
the match.

The scenario remained same
after the breather with Fakir-

| continued to press hard
to break the evening's duck.

In the 50th minute Jalal. the
nimble winger, lobbed a neat
Cross into the Abahani de-
fence. ar Babu soared over
the opponents to head the ball
home, but once again denied
a busking Biplob, who gr
the ball in his second attempt.

Abahani's misery
was t

which
eatened to be jcom-
with the Ws:‘

the game when ten minut
later started a dream run
down the left flank to reach the
left corner of the box. much to
the horror of throngs of Aba-
hani su er, who are yet to
forget the living nightmare of
an stunning act by a from
the same place last year.

Rana almost repeated the
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Rakib during yester
— Star photo

feat when he drove a low-cross
to an unmarked Asif. who
failed to stab the ball home

But it was still not over as
the ball travelled to an un-
marked Askar Babu. But the
wretched striker, who had only
to tab the ball home into an
empty net from a handshaking
distance, shot the ball miles
over the bar, much to the dis-
may of his teammates.

e blunder changed the
whole complexion of the game
as Abahani, after surviving the
close call., took the lead in the
62nd minute from a counter-at-
tack with Swapan stabbing

home from a goalmouth melee,
chasing in on a faulty clearance
from Faki | custodian Bi-

on. who in a bid to thwart a
le header from Rakib oll a

Munna (ree-kick, let the ball in
instead of fisting it away for a

corner.

The effectively demor
alised spirited Fnilrtrpml.
and Abahani. inspired by the
fortuous lead consolidated the
victory with Rumi heading
hanglrl ey tlf;“l:r:nm J?l_

. one t signifi-
cant substitute for Abahani in
the match.

With this defeat Fakir-
erpool. who finished fourth last
year, remained glued to their
pervious collection of nine
points from seven ou ;

Yellow cards: Sohel Reza,
Munna, Liton (Abahani) and
Sohel (YMC Fakirerpool)

. Sohel
i Mansur, Chanchal
(Barun), Liton, Partha, Swapan
(Jah ), Mamun Joarder
(Rumi), and Rakib.

YMC FAKIRERPOOL: Bijan.
Sohel (Moni) [brahim, Masum.
Reza. Apu. Sharif, Askar Babu,
Asif. Amin Rana and Jalal
(Mamun).

Referee: SK Badruddin.

STANDINGS

TEAMS M W D L GF GA Points
Mohammedan SC 7 6 1 0D 13 6 19
Abahani KC I D O 16 3 17
Muktijoddha Sangsad 7 4 2 1 9 4 14
Far j SC 7 3 2 2 4 4 11
YMC Fakirerpool 7 2 3 2 3 4 9
Brothers Union - 2 2 3 6 4 8
Agrani Bank 7 k 3 3 B8 11 6
East End Club i I 2 4 6 17 5
Arambagh KS 7 S 5 6 10 4
Bangladesh £ a9 i 5 3 11 2

Leading goalscorers: 6 goals — Nakib (Muktijoddha); 4 s
— Mizan, Rakib (Abahani); Alfaz (MSC) and Tutul (A i 3

oals — Ranjan (MSC), Roxy (Arambagh), Jamal (BU) and

urav Majumdar (East End); 2 goals — Jah

. Rumi, Liton

(Abahani), Jewel Rana, Manik (MSC). Reaz (Muktijoddha),
Towhid (Farashganj) and Don (BU).

SYDNEY, Sept 25: Olympic
inspectors said today that
transport would be a major
challenge for the organisers of
the Sydney Games. But they
were confident that the city
could avoid the kind of prob-
lems seen in Atlanta, report
agencies.

After a three-day visit to the
2000 Dl¥mpic host city, mem-
bers of the International
Olympic Committee coordina-
tion commission said they were
satisfied with preparations so
far and pleased to see the state
government closely involved
with the Games.

Commission chairman
Jacques Rogge listed various
problems, however, including
transport, accommodation, and

Sydney so

jack buses to get to avenues.

But hundreds of thousands
of people will travel every day
to the western suburb of Home-
bush, where most of the
Olympic venues, including a
new 110,000-seat stadium, are

being built.

On the busiest day of the
Games, the second Saturday, up
to half a mﬂlluntgeo le are ex-
pected to use either buses, fer-
ries or a new train link to
Homebush.

Rogge welcomed Sydney's
decision to move the Olympic
Velodrome away from Home-
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far so good

bush to cut back on crowds and
said some events would have to
be rescheduled to reduce peak-
hour traffic.

nes and other ethnic
minorities have threatened to
use street protests during the
Games to draw attention to
their poor living conditions.

Australia’'s 300,000 aborig-
ines have a life-expectancy that
is as much as 20 years lower
than that of white Australians,

Sydney Games officials have
welcomed input of aboriginal
culture in its planning for the
2000 Olympics.

Sport

Victoria bea_t
Sports Reporter

Victoria Sporting
tered their fourth win the Dan-

ish First Division football

league with a solitary goal vic-
tory over Rahmatganj Muslim
Friends Society at the Dhaka

Stadium yesterday.

Striker Selim scored the all-

ant 18 minutes into

the half. After r
a short

ﬁan{‘ defence through the t
ank. Selim did the rest with a
measured placing shot.

With yesterday's win. Victo-
ria went atop the ten-team
league standings having 14
points from seven matches. On

the other hand. it was Rahmat-
ganj's first loss. The old town
outlit dropped down one place
to third earning 12 points from
seven outings.
romotees Mirpur Chalantika
rting Club who have 13

points to their credit also from

seven matches.
The only match for toda
tween Wari Club and
Sports Club
Stadium at 4.
Dhaka Metro

be-
RTC

Association, the organiser of

the league. declared the match
free for all last night

Hockey squad
off to Italy

A 19-meimber Bangladesh
hockey team I-.t
morning for [taly to take part
in the preliminary round of the
Mh men's World Cup. reports
UNB

The 14-tram qualifying mect
will be held in fjaﬂliarf from
September 29 to October 12

Fed Cup b’ball

Sports Reporter

Josephites beat Hornets Club
61-55 in an Bth Federation Cup
basketball championship en
counter at the Dhanmondi
Gymnasium yesterday,

The winners led the first
half 39-23

Mikhail and Monwar scored
20 and 12 points respectively
for Josephites while mab of
Hornets collected 20 points.

Entries for
schools chess
invited
Sports Reporter
ot chaaioaional school
E}r the Bangﬂdcannah h::alal?ﬁkr

ation, with begin in the capital
from September 28.

Interested school students
have been requested to submit
their names at the federation
office by 8 pm tonight.

- ial starts”

mto death
of Vitas

RIVERHEAD, New York. Sept
25: Opening arguments began in
the trial of a pool mechanic
charged in the death of Former
American tennis star Vitas
Gerulaitis, who died two years
ago from carbon monoxide poi-
soning at the Long Island estate
of a friend, reports AP.

Bartholomew Torpey, 34. of
Sag Harbour, is charged with
criminally negligent homicide
in Gerulaitis death. The pool
company for which he worked.
East pools and Courts Inc.
of Sag Harbour, is charged with
reckless manslaughter in the
tennis player's death.

Investigators determined
that a heater for a | on the
estate was improperly vented —
with the exhaust pipe emptying
carbon monoxide fumes inside
the cottage rather than through
the wall to the outside.

Fed Cup squash

Jagodish (Biman), Ershad
Hossain, Saddam. Adril
(British), Dulal and Asif moved
into the next round of the 3rd
Federation Cup Open squash
tournament winning their re-
spective matches at the Dhaka
Club squash court yesterday,
reports UNB.

Jagodish beat Nawshad (10-
8, 9-6), Ershad defeated Faisal
(9-4, 6-9, 9-5), Saddam beat
Rogar (British) (10-8, 6-9, 9-6).
Adril outplayed Kafiai (9-0, 9-2.
9-3), Dulal edged past Jayen (9-
7. 9-0, 0-9, 9-1) and Asif won
over Christen (Danish) (9-2, 7-2,
9-2, 9-0).

Club regis-

pass from mm
Taju who infiltrated Rahmat-

one short of

s at the Dhaka
p;.“. Football

yeslerday

L iﬂ

blood, the first

round of the Meril

under- 16 national

football cham-

@ pionship, or -

ised the -

Football

Federation wiil tomo-

rrow in seven zonal venues
across the country.

Fifty four district sports as-

sociations, split into seven

rones, will participate in the

first round. on a knockout basis
from September 27 to October 6
in Tangail, Brahmanbaria,
Kurigram. Bhola, Chuadanga.
Ba ban and Jhenidah
winners of each zone will join
defending champions Jessore
and hosts Pabna in the final
round. billed for October 10 to
18 in Pabna.

The first phase of Bhola zone
will begin tomorrow at 3:30 pm.
Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Tofael Ahmed will inaugu-
rate the championship. In the
opening match. Barisal will
take on Gopalganj

The matches of Tangail,
Hurlg:m and Chuadanga zones
will begin from September 28
while Jhenidah and Bandarban
will start their schedules from
September 29 The fixture of
Bandarban begins October 30

The following 54 districts
are participating in the under-
16 national football champi-
onships.

Tangail Zone: Mymensingh
Netrokona, Dhaka. Sherpur
Tangail. Manikganj, Jamalpur
and Gazipur

Brahmanbaria Zome: Sylhet.
Brahmanbaria, Munshiganj.
Moulvibazar, Chandpur,
Sunamgan| and Narayanganj

Kurigram Zome: Nilphamari,

Thahurﬁaun. Kurigram,
Galbandha, Rangpur. Panch-
garh  Dinajpur and Lal-
maonirhat

With the aim of

Sports Reporter

Bhola Zene: Barisal Gopal-
sar:.jh Bagerhat, Jhalakathi.
hola, Barguna. Madaripur and

Patuakhali

Ch Zome: Magura,
Mrhcrflur. ulna, !{:ughtja.
Narail. Faridpur and
Chuadanga

Bandarban Zome: Chit-
tﬂlaagung. BLade ]:Ir}ur Feni, Cox's

zar. Bandarban. Khagrach-
har and Comilla ki

Jhenidah Zome: N aon.
Sirajganj. Rajshahi, Jhac?ﬁdah.
Chapainawa ganj. Bogra and
Natore

A press briefing in connec-
tion with the championship
was held at the Dhaka Stadium

in FIFA rankings
Bangladesh has got ]29th
ysition in  the latest
FA/Coca-Cola world rank-
ings. according to a FIFA press
release here yesterday. reports
BSS
Bangladesh is ranked second
among the South Asian coun-
tries after India. who got 117th
position
The rankings of other South
Asian countries are. Sri Lanka
137th. Nepal 149th. Pakistan
170th and the Maldives 171th
Brazil remained on top fol-
lowed by Germany. France, the
Czech Republic. Russia and
ftaly

Japan is still the best among
the Asian countries since the
introduction of the world rank
ing in August 1993, Their latest
ranking is 20th

Among the other Asian
countries: Soulh Korea 4]st
Saudi Arabia 42nd. Thailand
50th. China 55th. UAE B3rd
Iran 66th, Kuwait B0th. Oman

82nd. ar B8th
Malaysia 9]st, Singapore
93rd. Myanmar 98th. Indoncsia

109th. Hong Kong 122ad
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'U-16 nat'l meet tomorrow

yesterday afternoon. BFF vice-
president and the chairman of

the tournament committee An-
jan Chowdhury. his secr

azlur Rahman Babul, B
member Kazi Mishu and Dr Ali
Reza Quader Baksh. the execu-
tive director of nsors Meril
Toiletries were present
on the occasion.

to the press. Fazlur

Rahman Babul said that Meril,
will pay Taka five lakh to the
BFF. He said initially the bud-
get was Taka nine lakh for the
championship. But due to a
cash crisis, they finally reduced
the budget to Taka 6.34 lakh

The seven zones will receive
Taka fifty thousand each for
arranging of first round while
Pabna, the hosts of the final
round, will get one lakh.

Anjan Chowdhury said
seven coaches will observe the
zonal matches to spot the tal-
ented youngsters who will be
brought into the capital for
long-term training.

When asked why the BFF
was ing short of funds. An-
jan C ury said. “"We have

Taka 69 lakh in the BFF fund
when we took over three
months ago which is insuffi-
cient. To investigate why the
amount is so less. we have
formed a committee and de-
cided not to touch the fund until
the emﬁirjr is ed.

In this regard. Mishu. a
joint secretary in the former
BFF body and now a member in
the new ad-heoc committee, said
that the fund was Taka one
crore and 88 lakh when the pre-
vious ad-hoc committee took
over five years back.

4 %mw about the ten
istricts are not participat-
ing in the cha ip com-
puisory for all the 64 districts.
::Han Chowdhury said action

be taken against the absen-
lees
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Anjan Chowdhury (2nd from left), the vice-president of Bangladesh Football Federation,
briefs local journalists on the forthcoming Meril under-16 national championship at the

Dhaka Stadium yesterday.
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BASLE, Switzer-
land, Sept 25:
Boris Becker re-
lurned success-
fully to competi-

’ Li
Oon omn

beating the Czech Rem
Bohdan Ulihrach at the Swiss
indoor tournament after three
monihs sidelined with a wrist
injury, reports Reuter.

Alter an aborted comeback
attempt at a tournament in
Bucharest two weeks ago. Beck-
er's damaged right wrist stood
the test as he fought past

« Ulihrach, ranked a respectable

36 in the world. 6-1, 5-7, 6-3.

It was the Australian Open
champion's first complete
match since rupturing a tendon
in the wrist during third round
play at Wimbledon. .

"I'm satisfied to get through,”
said Becker, who had lost to
Ulihrach earlier this year at an
indoor event in Milan. "I had
good concentration but I lost it
a bit in the second set.

"I may feel pretty stifl Lo-

morrow after having got played
for such a long

time,
"I'm not as fit as I was before

Becker back on song

BORIS BECKER

the .injury.”

After a quick start, Becker

an to show signs of his
II:Z:}FDH as his booming serve of-
ten deserted him, particularly
in the second set.

But the fourth seed and

Boetsch's Davis

world number six recovered
quickly,
early in the third to take con-

bre Ulihrach

tage
opportuni disposing of

gu teammate
6-7 (74}, 6-4, 64

Gu;fur d number one Pete

ti ﬂimc'ﬂiﬂnm:'lgl o tli:U-E Opmw
on

title today when the American

takes on qualifier Alex Rad-

ulescu of Germany.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

T E P

[0 1

Rafique, Sufia Khatun & Hosne | €ven the possibility that in-
Ara Hashi. digenous aborigines or other
General secretaries of | €thnic minorities could try to
Dhaka, Chi ng. Khulna, Ra- | "take the Games hostage."
jshahi, Barisal and Sylhet Di- 'It's not a honeymoon, but

the problems we've analysed
can all be overcome,” Rogge told
a news conference.

Jacques Rogge also said
planning and progress for the
event is going ahead smoothly.

Rogge said the commission
is "very satisfied" with the pol-
icy of the Sydney Or ising S 2 i
Committee for the Olympic | N

He said the Games organis-
ers were responsible only for

visional Women's Sports Asso-
ciations have been included as
executive committee members.

RU handball

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 25: The in-
ter-department handball cham-
pionship of Rajshahi Univer-
sity began at the university
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