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Row over Power

The opposition BNP has launched a campaign
against any possible import of electricity from
neighbouring India. This, among other things, has
prompted the government to issue a press note,
clarifying its position and also contradicting the
claims made by the BNP. So we get two versions of
a story relating to power generation, distribution
and the negotiations for its import. Whatever may
be the contradictions, one indisputable fact re-
mains that load-shedding has now become a regu-

lar feature throughout the country.
However. the BNP would like us to believe that

the government is deliberately creating a shortfall
of power. The government, on the other hand, has

given a detailed picture — mentioning figures — of
the shortfall of electricity and its various reasons.
We do not understand why the government should
create an 'artificial’ shortage of power — just to
punish the consumers? The fact is that during its
rule the BNP could not increase the capacity for
generation of any amount of additional power.
Even the existing capacity could not be fully
utilised because of lack of an appropriate energy
policy and timely actions in some areas of routine
work. That legacy doubtlessly has had its crippling
impact on power generation.

What then looks like a smear campaign is the
critical position taken against the import of
power. Even if we accept that the BNP did not initi-
ate negotiations about importing power — the gov-
ernment claims it did and the BNP has not yet dis-
claimed it — we see no rationale behind opposing
any deal without knowing its terms and condi-
tions. It is still in the negotiating process largely
representing a follow-up of what the BNP had pur-
portedly initiated and yet that party is trying to put
the government in the dock for it!

The BNP in effect charges the government,
which is yet to get old enough, with misgovernance
in the energy sector. Can it prove that performance
in the sector during its five-year rule was better
and the charges levelled against the government
are based on facts? There is no point opposing a
negotiation or a deal that might emerge from it for
the sake of opposition and a mere propagandist
satisfaction. No one will ever believe we have no
energy shortage and the point for consideration
should be to use all the options we have to meet our

power need.

Watershed Day

The world yesterday took the first irreversible
step towards a nuclear-terror-free planet. The five
permanent members of the UN Security Council, or
the first five powers of the world since the Second
World War yesterday signed the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty at the YN headquarters. For some
years the threat of this planet ending it all up in a
nuclear holocaust has been receding into the back-
ground but only in the mind of man buffeted as he
is constantly by political and economic develop-
ments, — and not at all in reality. The reality has
been all these years as it was at the peak of Soviet-
US balance of terror prompting Bertrand Russell to
personally appeal to Khrushchev to turn his nu-
clear stockpiled ships bound for Cuba. Khrushchev
saved the day but the world remained as vulnerable
to nuclear annihilation as it was then — till yes-
terday. What a day was yesterday — a watershed
day for all mankind.

But a few more small steps remain still to be
taken before we can say the threat is a nightmare
well past. Although 65 more nations are scheduled
to sign the CTBT today, this would not include all
44 of the states having nuclear capability. Israel
will relent at last but not, unfortunately, the two
neighbours of the subcontinent — India and Pak-
istan. Their fear of each other and standing short
of signing the great treaty until the other one does,
in a way makes this unparalleled achievement of
the nations of the world almost ineffectual. The
treaty is so designed as to come into force only
when all 44 sign it.

We have every hope that Mahatma Gandhi's In-
dia would prove wise enough to treat the spectre of
a Pakistan nuclear blackmalil as exactly what it is
— a fear within and not without and unfounded al-
together. As for Pakistan it thrives mainly
through a fear psychosis directed at India. It is not
for her to see light until India signs the CTBT. The
whole world is looking up to a moral India and not

a stingy spoiler.

A Crime of the Worst Kind

Who doesn't know about the great danger already
continuously devastating both the present and the
future of this nation? Namely, the ubiquitous poly-
thene bags — popularly called polybags? These
bags — about 500 thousand of them — thrown away
daily are clogging the city's sewage and drainage
system. This is only one example of the multiple
harm the bags are wreaking on our society. These
bags have been playing havoc with our soil fertility
as well as fish wealth besides posing many prob-
lems of health and environment.

the danger was the past government which banned
production of polybags totally except for export
purpose and use as nursery pots. The ban was an-
nounced in January, 1994 and was to take effect
three months later, offering time to manufacturers
to switch over to other productions. But the manu-
facturers implored the then Prime Minister to keep
the ban in abeyance for one whole year. The PM re-
lented and the ban was never again revived these
past three years. Why? How could it happen so?
Some responsible officials have already said
they know about the problem and also of the

ministers. Will the polybag manufacturers again
move for some cushion-time ? Will the same tried

the reprieve that would never run out ?

sent petty and dubious political

Prime Minister’s visit to China

An_Exercise in Pragmatic Bilateralism

new government, as on
the domestic front. ge
nerally seeks to choose
the priority in dealing with
international affairs in the
manner it considers best in
furthering national interests.
Some lay emphasis on
strengthening relations with
old and trusted friends, some on
fostering close neighbourly re-
lations with countries across
the borders, others try to iden-
tify more strongly with one or
more of the formal groupings of
nations Still others seek to
make new friends, and so on
and so forth. Most countries do
not rely only on one of the sev-
eral possibilities. but adopt a
combination of some or all in
ing degrees
'rime Minister s visit to
China within three months of
holding the rein of government
was no surprise to many. It
could have. on the contrary,
evoked surprise had such a visit
not taken place by now

China is an old and trusted
[riend of Banﬁladcih. For over
two decades, Bangladesh relied
heavily on its northern neigh
bour I{:nr both political and ma-
terial support Bangladesh s re-
lations with China grew by
leaps and bounds since late 70's
The two visits of president Zia,
first as Chief Martial Law Ad
ministrator and then as head of
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In the field of investment, Prime Minister received positive and encouraging
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investors in a state, the Prime Minister emphasised, of political stability.

state, in 1979 and 1981 -
tively, laid solid foundation on
which the strong edifice or ex-
cellent relations between the
two countries was built. China

was the only pu or of mili-
tary hardware for adesh
soon after its traditional

source, the Soviet Union, had
dried up since the fateful events
of mid-75. She remained in that
position for quite sometime.
During my assignment in
China for almost three years |
hardly could witness a
randiose welcome of a scale
igger than what had been ac-
corded to president Zia on his
state visit Only exception was
perhaps made for China's
strong friend and protege
North Korea s great leader Kim
[l Sung Begum Khaleda Zia's of-
ficial visit in 1991 also went off
successfully As r Chinese
custom and wisdom, Sheikh
Hasina was also accorded a
warm and befitting reception in
China. This was a manifesta-
tion of the policy of political
];}r:ﬁmaunm or realpolitik pur-
sued by China and many ﬂlﬁﬂl.
China. as the only nuclear
power in Asia. Kazakhstan ex-

cepted. and with the phenome-
nal growth in the economy and
developmental activities has
hctﬂbc variously dubbed as slum-

rin ant or snoozing Tiger
of thtgf.s;ll. already in tﬁc p%n-
cess of emerging. with heavy
groan or loud roar. as if Jom
wilderness into the 21st cen-
tury, She is viewed to soon
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specially in the west and among
tribal areas. where actions to
mobilise resources to alleviate
Kuverty were warranted direly.
e siressed, demonstirating
characteristic Chinese humil-
ity. He, however, agreed that the
situation would be différent in
the 2]st century.
Sheikh Hasina recetved as-

nd Crosscurrents
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match in economic strength
maost of the G-7 countries ile
on a visit to China on invita-
tion by the Chinese government
as late as in 1994 Vice Chair
man Wu Xuqgian told me in
Zhomgnunhai, the official liv

ing quarters of Chinese |eader-
ship in the forbidden city of
Beijing. that China still was a
developing country There were
pockets or poverty at places

surances of the Chinese to re-
duce the yawning trade gap

which tilts heavily in favour of
(_hina against Bangladesh It
would depend upon how much
efforts the Chinese are able to
put to this end They had
promised to do so in the past
too: but the promise withered
Away as a whimper [t is stjll
difficult to achieve what is de

siredd as major Bangladeshi ex-

portable goods are also abun-
dantly produced in China and
meet most of its domestic needs.
The task. therefore, lies in be-
ing able to identify and shift the
relevant co ties carefully
in order to accommodate the
other's uine requiremernts.
In the field of investment.
Prime Minister received posi-
tive and encour reaction
from both mainland China and
Hong Kong to her plea to invest
in Bangladesh. providing high
incentive to prospective in-
vestors in a state, the Prime
Minister emphasised, of politi-
cal stability Needless to say
that prospective investors
would never tell a visiting head
of government otherwise Yet.
this is a commendable effort
made in national interest. Pre-
vious governments also ex-
tended special factlities. induc-
ing investors from abroad.
They even devised a one-stop
mechanism through which an
investor did not have to go from
pillar to post before receiving
approval But the mechanism
broke down even before it could
start That is whv goodwill and
genuine cooperaligy) on the part

of our officials are sine gua non
for effective operation of such
and similar devices of national
interest.

And for the industrial sector.
Bangladesh has received sub-
stantial funds, credit, materials

and from China for
setting up of different
nature and size. 's tech-

nology is gcncnllg of old vin-
tage, erstwhile et style,

tries and
their sophisticated merchan-
dise. In the areas of infrastruc-
ture, more has been
recorded. ﬁp?wmuurthfrm'jdlhjp
bridge will be constructed by the
Chinese. this time on Karatoa.

One must not also be oblivious

of the d litical of
the ﬂ!it#pprﬂidmpn t mn
told me while creden-
tials in January 1 that
China would that coun-
tries in South Asia should en-
deavour to resolve their differ-

ences and live 1:3'|:<1mcw:1‘ul!]'?ll‘l '1:1]!:
el

advice received by
Hasina was ap tly not
much different. difference

may have been of nuances and
of application of bilateral
strategy to individual cases.

The first among those who proved to be aware of

stalled ban and that they would raise it with their

and successful game come into play ? A revival of

Selling away the nation's future for some pre-
gains can be any-
1 thing but politics. It is a crime of the worst kind. J

T has been in so-

me section of the press that

during his recent visit to
Bangladesh, Salman Haider,
the Indian Foreign Secretary
stated that, "In the interest of
India, we required transit
facilities (In B adesh)”. He
however tactfully avoided
answering a question whether
the transit facilities were in
exch of the Ganges walters.
Such demand, if any, for transit
facilities in exc of waters
is unprecedented and
unwarranted.

Numerous water treaties
between upper riparian and
lower riparian countries for
sharing common water sources
have been concluded all over
the world. but there is not a sin-
gle instance revealing that an
upper riparian coun ever
asked for anything in lieu of
waters supplied to the lower ri-
parian country.

The 'Harmon Doctrine' of
absolute territorial sovereignty
over the international rivers,
which had ted in USA in
1895 has in fact never been fol-
lowed and practised by any
state, not even by the US. Thus
while resolving the Rio Grande
dispute, the us did agree to pro-
vide Mexico with waters equiv-
alent to that which Mexico had
used before the diversion of wa-
ters from the Rio Grande for ir-

tion purpose in the US took
ace. But while providing the
waters to Mexico, US never
asked for any thing in return
from the latter. Even India did
not ask for any facilities from
Pakistan while concluding the
Indus Basin Water treaty of
1960. Not only that, India ac-
quiesced to share a part of the
cost of the lacement works
which would constructed in
Pakistan in order to
land hitherto irrigated the
ﬁlt_le;: Ema nfwthl: Indus

’ ater te
M Rafiqul Islam). i

It may be recalled, India

started to construct the
Farakka B e on or before
January 30, 1961, without giv-

prior notice and informa-
tion to Pakistan about the pro-
ject in total di to Article
7 of the 1933 Montevideo Decla-
ration of American States,
which provides that "the works
which a state plans to perform
in international waters shall be
previously announced to the
other riparian states". The 1957
Buenos Aires Resolution of In-
ter-American Bar Association
requires the consent of a co-
basin state when that state may

te the-

OPINION

Should We Extend Transit Facilities to India?

Mohammad Myjibur Rahman

suffer damage or injury as a re-
sult of a work.

From the very beginning. the
then Pakistan the con-
struction as it had a i to the
waters of the] Gan u{whlch
rested primarily on the G s
Kubadfk Pro }n;t:t. Till 19’1.
Pakistan challenged the rii'hl
ol India to undertake the
Farakka barrage on the und
of its serious injurious
the then East Pakistan.

But it is rather su
that immediately after the In-
dependence of Bnnm the
then ruling Awami gov-
ernment apparently accepted,
that India had a t to use the
Farakka barrage (page 96,

1 on

Sharing the Ganges by Ben
Crow). This acceptance without
conclu a permanent treaty

to share the Ganges water by
Bangladesh and India on a just
and equitable basis was a tacti-
cal blunder. Perhaps then
Prime Minister Sheikh Mu-
ibur Rahman honestly be-
ieved that the acceptance

would be friendly gues-
ture to I.IEM would

conclude a permanent
water with esh.
But the noble intention has not
been materialised even today.
On April 18, 1975, India se-
cured an interim agreement
with Bangladesh allowing the
former to run for mental
purpose the Far Feeder
Canal for a stipulated of
41 days from April Zlmay
31, 1975. Acco to the terms
of the agreement, India would
withdraw between 11,000
causecs and 16,000 cusecs of wa-
ter d the period to run the
Farakka Feeder Canal and en-
sure the continuance of the re-
flows of 44,000 cusecs
of water to B sh. After
the expiry of the t In-
dia should have stopped with-
drawing even a drop of water.
But after the stipulated period
l.e. 31.05.75. without any fur-
ther t. India, virtually
flouting all international laws
and practices in this regard,
Eén fettﬁd the full %-;anusﬂun-
of the project d
40,000 causecs of water, the
extent of capacity of the feeder
canal. This is a important
int, the writer feels, to be
me in mind before deciding
whether we should extent tran-
sit facilities to India or not.
Some persons think that if
we allow transit facilities to In-
dia, we shall be able to compel it
to conclude a t water

treaty with us in future. This
may prove to be wrong. In fact

such a mistake was committed
by the then government in 1072
by accepting first that India had
a right to use the Farakka bar-
rage without concluding a per-
manent water treaty to share

the Ganges waters by
Bangladesh and India in the
that such would au-

tomatically follow. But it did
not.

If we conclude a transit

t with Iindia the latter

:ﬂll acquire a 1Efl1 right to use

our territor ncluding our

ports with all auxillary lacili-

ties like storage, road and rail-
way transport elc. Il at a later
stage, we withdraw this facili-
ties to India, India can easily
restore its right by filing a case
in the international court of
justice. Again India may misuse
the provisions of the transit
agreement as it virtually did in
regard to the provisions of the
Interim water eement dated
April 18, 1975 by withdrawin
waters even after the stipula

Tcrlndwiﬂch:ﬂhdnn y 31st
975 -

india can otherwise solve
the cargo problems of the

greater Assam. Firstly, there
was an ment between In-
dia and Pakistan, allowing the

former's vessels to carry cargo
between west Bengal and the
Ercatcr Assam through then
ast Pakistan now B desh
river routes extending from
Raimongal in Khulna district to
Zakiganj in Sylhet district. In-
dia may ease Assam cargo prob-
lems by e aglng more vessels
for the purnpgnae ondly, India
may increase its air service be-
tween Calcutta and Gauwahati,
Agartala etc. thirdly, it has
been reported by S N Sau in his
Article "The economics of Cal-
cutta — Haldia Port complex."
appearing in Economic and Po-
litical weekly, 5-12 May 1990
that there is underutilisation of
the caf:acity of the Calcutta Port
Complex. In the heyday of the
colonial era (1870 to 1946) Cal-
cutta carried upto 50 per cent of
the India's Imports and Ex-
. But the e of the Port
gradually declined to 10
cent in the late 1980s. Theretore
instead of banking on Chit-
tagong Port, which has insuffi-
cient handling and storage ca-
pacities, Calcutta Port can be
utilized to solve their cargo
problem by converting the en-
tire raillway from Calcutta to
Gauwahati thrpugh Jalpaiguri
into double line."

The writer is retired Collec-
tor of Customs.

Revolutionising Agriculture: "Tk 100-cr
Agricultural Subsidy" is Not Enough

AGRICULTURE s the
hedrock of world economy The
developed world s development
stories have amply demon-
strated the strong correlation
between agricultural prosperity
and economic growth

However, so far the story of
Bangladesh agriculture is a
mixture of less achievements
and missed opportunities.
Mother nature blessed
Bangladesh with fertile land,
over 75 per cent of which is
suitable for cultivation
against a global ratio of 10 per
cent. Yet, unfortunately, only a
small portion of its irrigated
potential is fulfilled, and even
its yield per unit is one of the
lowest in the world.

Though disappointingly
long overdue, it is a source of
satisfaction and hope that the
Government of Bangladesh has
now produced a draft agricul-
tural policy, and has encour-
aged a national debate. But it
seems to have dispensed its re-
sponsibility through the provi-
sion of 100-crore agricul-
tural subsidy fund”, in the An-
nual Budget of 1996-1997, and
which is only 0.8 per cent of the
development budget.

culture is the backbone
of Bangladesh. Nearly 80 per
cent ol its population is depen-
dent on agriculture where over
65 per cent of country's labour
force are ed, and which is
also directly contributing
around 35 per cent to the GDP.
S0, compared to these, Taka
| 00-crore is inadequate,

Nevertheless, government
expected to utilise the fund
mainly to subsidies 80 cent
of interest cost on the credit for
the purchase of agricultural
machinery, to provide grants
for establishing input and out-
FUt prices; and to rehabilitate
armers affected by natural dis-
asters.

Yet, here we do not need to
enter into a debate about the
justification of this kind of de-
velopment pﬂligy. But to revolu-
tionise Bangladesh agriculture,
we need to focus on a compre-
hensive Jarugramme for discus-
sion and implementation.

Government's first priority
should be revolutionising the
productivity of arable 1 . For
this emphasis must be given: (a)
to development of alternative
or appropriate technology, and
to the importance of realising
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with double space. For reasons of space, short letiers

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
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Water supply

Sir, Enough assurances in
respect of a prosperous Bang-
ladesh continued to be uitered
by the PM, Finance Minister

and their Cabinet colleagues -

during the recent Jatiya Sang-

sad session. But unfortunately,

similar promises were made by
the previous governments of
BNP, JP and Awami League.

It is evident from daily
newsf)apers that WASA water
supply is not adequate in the
capital city while the water
supply in rural areas also
scanty. In many areas water is
supplied by water tanks exca-
vated several hundred years by
saints, zamindars and religious
preachers.

The former foreign minister
of BNP regime referred in his
political autobiography about
man-made water tanks at
Bagerhat area da back more
than 555 years an le are
still TE;:tt;ing drinking water
from the 'Dighis’ under various
names associated with Muslim
preachers.

Under the above facts it
would be justified for the PM to
guarantee a few pails of water to
all the residents of Dhaka and
all Bangladeshis under a crash

programme. We can survive
without electricity or gas but it
is hard to survive without wa-
ter.

Ahmedul Alam

14, Eskaton Gardens
Dhaka- 1000

Nurunnabi
Commission

Sir, Very recently [ have
come across the Nurunnabi
Commission Report. The com-
mission has suggested many re-
forms in the age-old adminis-
trative system of B adesh, of
which separation of Accounts
from Audit is my concern. As
far as | have understood, this
means that the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
Bangladesh (C&AG) is going to
lose control over the lic ac-
counts of the Republic, To me,
this suggestion is beyond the
jurisdiction of the said com-
mission. Article 131 of the
Constitution says that "The
Public Accounts of the Republic
shall be kept in such manner as
the Auditor General may, with
the approval of the President.

prescribe.” One can very well
apprehend that the implemen-
Lation of the aforesaid sugges-
tion of the Nurunnabi Com-
mission will need the amend-
ment of the Constitution. Was it
mentioned in the terms of ref-
erence of the commission that
they can suggest any amend-
ment in the Constitution?

Kazi Golam Towsif

Assistant Accountant General
Audit & Accounts Training
Academy

Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

Water-logging

Sir, These days., a little
shower of rain for about 15 to
20 minutes is enough to sink
most parts of the city under
waist-deep water, creating
worst sort of inconvenience to
the inhabitants. In the past,
some low-lying areas of the old
Dhaka city and areas adjacent
to river and lakes had s
reasons to go under water. One
of the major causes for the pre-
sent lo of water in the cap-
ital city is due to closing up the
thing called “"drain”, of com-
mercial residential tow-
ers/apartments and markets.

Such ambitious trend to
climb high should have never
been allowed. It was in
to know that the Awami

ment is adamant to
tﬁ: water-lo in the cities
and their policy to ban illegal

and un‘!)lanm:d constructions of
all kinds. I hope that the gov-

ernment will stick to their pol-
icy and not just talk. Otherwise
logging of water will be one of
the other itching problems
adding more misery.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin
Dhaka

Finance Act 1996

Sir. Thanks are due to Mr
Altaf Hossain, an advocate and
tax law consultant for his valu-
able article titled "Finance Act
1996 — A Review on Income
Tax" published in your Focus
Page on the 12th instant. We
like to add the following points:

1) Mr Hossain has aptly dis-
cussed abol::}at:l:h Trib It is
a good wor e present "
ernment to get more good miﬂ

2) The other appellate au-

thorities like Commissioner,

Additional and Joint Commis-

sioners of ;}Jpﬂﬂl should be
ini

under the siry of Law for
good resuit.

3) There is a bench for Taxes
in 'the High Court Division at
the Su e Court. So, there
should a son from either
retired me of the NBR or
tax law consultant.

}

destroying
spirit of the
it is impera

of-the-art technology in the
agri-processin
minimise post-
Even owur
bu
ﬂmng about c -
cessing supports

sis. In this context it is there-

Muhammad Abdul Mannan

the potential of traditional
methods. Government must re-
examine the role of traditional
agricultural practices, and must
start improving and creating
innovative ‘user friendly’ tech-
nologies. It is in this context
that the t must take
a critical look at western -
input agricultural tec
which are reliable lar
vc? large-scale pr
and usually proved useless on
small-scale, apart from needing
specialised skills by the opera-
lors; (b) to support a bettom-u
approach to agricultural devel-
opment, instead ol a top-down
advisory approach, to ensure
that the maintenance of Iﬂ
cultural development is in
hands of men and women who
know and understand agricul-
ture; [c) to include women in the
development process, they are
utl;len rclpln:lnlthlf for most of
the icultural produc .
they gﬂlﬂ lnwmtnl:' of agricul 11#1_
ture; (d) to develop a la pool
of traiirncdhcxtenllun to
transfer the modern knowledge
(specially biotechnological) to
the farmers in different parts of
the country. In these areas of
research and training, govern-
ment must influence the -?1'
fto

E.i
ely on
uction,

business companies to
their important roles; (e
formulate and lement a na-
tional Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM) programme, to re-
duce or eliminate pesticides use,
and instead, put rity on the
use of biological, botanical, me-
chanical, cultural and tradi-
tional means to maintain pro-
duction and profit, and to

the human health and envi- .
ronment safe. A high level

study meeting of Tokyo-based
Asian Productivity Organisa-

tion (APO), on IPM, revealed

that Asian countries are spend-

ing some USS200 billion on

pesticides with narrow or no
success — instead,

‘pesticides
have caused pest and 5:334:

The second priority must be
improvement of arable land
through — (a) land redistribu-
tli'::'n {lrg;fn lar n}: holdings
throug orm,; tenancy on

rivately owned holdings, and,
f:::} resettlement schemes to
newly developed or government
owned areas. Al these ways,
many countries have benefi
their culture; such as Tai-
wan, Korea, Iraqg, Algeria,
Egypt. and Ethiopia. In fact
agricultural revolution must
begin seriously from the
ground, i.e. from ed proper-
ty'. Therefore, form, structures
of land and land tenure system
need to be adjusted to the dual
objectives of increasing agricul-

tural production and promoting
a wider distribution of benefits

of agrarian progress.

The third priority is to iden-
tify and provide a national fo- -
cus on a few selected crops,
where Bangladesh has, or can
develop, a competitive advan-
tage relative to other countries.
Bangladesh cannot EVEry-
thing by itself. It must grow
only what it can best. Self-
sufficiency needs to be rede-
fined : we could earn enough
from our exports to pay for our
imports.

Fourthly, in place of gov-
ernment's large-scale costly

and time consuming irrigation
project, they must encourage

eater participation from the
g‘wate sector lF: small-scale ir-

rigation.

Fifthly, every year many
hundred thousand tons of food
grain go waste by insect infes-

tation and . due to inefli-
cient st processing at
vill | . The sweat of thou-

of farmers is just wasted,
the finance and
growers. ;
tive to attract state-

sector, to
greatest shrimps
United States’ recent

fore essential that agri-process-
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ing tumglmi. put up in the
bac rural areas, be
exempt of income tax for few
years.

Sixthly, tea and rubber have
now into a major sec-
tor of Bangladesh economy.
These corps were given the sta-
tus of plantation . and
were not constrained by ceil-
ings on land holding. Now it is
essential to identify other crops
that qualify for this status, and
can give us a competitive ad-
van over other countries.
For example, oilpalm is treated
as a plantation industry else-
where in the world — must
be similarl treated by
Bangladesh. Horticulture and
reforestation are candi-
dates for plantation :

Seventhly, "cheap and easy”

credit is the main irement
of small and farmers.
Even today many of them have

to rely en the :
:Fndef, t.ft mﬂmﬁ
requen around
ﬁ::;a. In |.l¥h situation, nm:qi:f
nies must be called upon to play
cr5 (o fhe Danking wywten md
ers e
capital markets — which will
serve to channel rural savings,
and provide liquidity and credit
at competitive rates. Similarly.
mutual fund must be stimulated
to develop products that attract
investment by farmers, and
make them a investor in
emerging capital markets.

Eighthly, government must
encourage agri-business com-
panies to invite farmer -
pation in their . to
ensure sirong
tween supplier and buyer —
which stand enriched' by
providing the farmers a stake
in the property of agri-business.

Finally, as a mﬁphnmtnr{
support to this revolution,
would recommend the setting
up of a 'National Ven-
ture Capital Fund', which would
focus on investments in this
sector.

On an experimental basis, a
new programme can begin
within a 100-crore fund'.
As a model five acres of

vernment owned land must

selected in every district. to
invest Taka one crore for irs de-
velopment. In the first place, to
protect the land from flood the
project area must be raised
above the dnnge.:nlevﬂ. On
northern centre. must be a
pond lor fishery and duck
rearing also with poultry farm-
ing facilities around. The
northern side will be accom-
modated with managerial,
storage, and ng rooms,
and a veterinary clinic. The
remaining parts may be utilised
for growi grass for the
chicken ngs, horticulture
for the markets, and some neem
tree for the natural pest control.
Nevertheless, the area must be
connected with electric power

supply.

Thus, only for Taka 64-

crore, there will be 64 country-
wide
houses. But if the existing bu-
reaucratic system cannot suc-

modern model farm

run the business, then
must hand over or

Eﬁﬂ-lmn these farm houses to local
or international en
for further development,
down payment basis.
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Nevertheless, the remaini

Taka 36-crore would be u
for the followi

fully implemen experimen
tal central project; 5-crore for

programme
ing etc, and

: S-crore for a

]

anning, monitor-
-crore for a cen-
liaison office.
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