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Bangladesh

Power Supply in Bangladesh

Mohammad Harunuzzaman
mharunuz@magnus.acs.ohio-
state.edu

USA:

The paper said Bangladesh
officials feared a severe power
shortfall of up to 450 megawatts
in peak hours by next year. It
did not give the present rate of

power shortfall in the country.

Power plants in Bangladesh
generate a maximum 1,800
megawatt against their in-
stalled capacity of 2.800
megawatt because some of the
plants are old-fashioned. the
paper said. The officials said
Bangladesh is opening up its
power generation sector to pri-
vate investment to meet the
demand.

Bangladesh not only has the

*talent* (whatever that means)

to develop power stations, but
also has power stations which

are rum by Bangladeshis.
Bangladesh can further develop
its power sector by building
more power stations (with some
help from western/Japanese
investment and technical ex-
pertise]. buying power from
neighbouring India. or doing
both. Economics, not political
considerations, should decide
the best option. or the best com-
bination of options, to be cho-
Senn.

Denis Wright 2
dwright@metz. une.edu.au
Australia:

Seems to me that this is such
a critical area for development
that all available resources -
and those taken from other sec-
tors if necessary - need to be put
into establishing an eflective
power generating system within
Bd. What is the best option for
Bd in that sense? Natural gas
fired? Hydro seems likely not to
generate enough. The cost of
building transmission lines
fromm Nepal across Indian terri-
tory would be better invested in
something to be built in Bd -
more jobs for Bangladeshis,
more security in the system,
more common sense. And peo-
ple have got to *pay* for the
power they use. Too many are
,using free electricly ffree except,
for the bribe J The legit-
imate consumers aré then the
ones who pick up the tab.

This is really an area that
you technically minded deshis
in the US and elsewhere can
contribute to. All the energies |
have seen poured into dis-
cussing internet connections to
Bd seem to have little meaning
if you have dozens of power
blackouts right in the middile of
it all.
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Khondakar M Mostafa
kmmst26+@pilt.edu
USA:

As far as | remember from
the PDB report, Bangladesh
still has some untrapped hydro
power in the Sangu river in CTG
which can be tapped. There was
some survey in pre liberation
time, by a british company on
it's feasability. The other
prospect that sounded interest-
ing to me was the micro hydro
project modelled on the chinese
technology that could produce a
fractional megawatt of power
and was very cheap.

But both these approach will
not provide adequate power in
the 21 century. Also the Easl
Wesi interconnector has ap-
proached maximum capacity or
will do so in the very near fu-
ture. We will need another in-
terconnector very soon or up-
grade the voltage level on the
exiting tie if we are to manitain
power supply at an adequete
level to the western region. Al-
ready the voltage support on the
western region is very poor.

Another problem is that the
fertilizer. companies are ab-
sorbing huge amount of gas and
the gas pressure at the power
station has dropped dramati-
cally especially at Ashuganj
further compounding the prob-
lems in the power generation.

As far as buying power from
the neighbour , Dr Zaman may
note that power is a proirity
sector that is as important as
defence. More goes into plan-
ning for power sectors than
mére economics although eco-
nomics plays a big role in it. It's
geographical location as well as
logistics play an important part
in the decision of power plant
implementation.

Hasina's Trip

A R Choudhury
Reader, The Daily Star

Uttara. Dhaka:
(In reply to Imran Ispahani's
post )

Hasina will visit all the pos-
sible spots of universe if time
permits. JWithi couple ol
months of atitaining power,
she'd already covered a few
spots. Next couple of months'
(Oct & Nov) visits (USA & Italy)
have been made public. Our PM
makes foreign trips as fre-
quently as possible, so that by
end of the tenure she can cover
all the desired spots of the
world with huge entourage of
favourities at exchequer's cost.
PM's secretary., Mr. Mohiuddin
Alamgir is reliable source of
PM's future visits' details.
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Bangladesh
By-election

Taco de Vries
tduvries@citechco. net
Bangladesh:

When BNP was-in power they
requested to the Awami League
to go to court over the Magura
by-election. They didn't. When
the Awami L. is in power, why
does the BNP not go to court if
they don't like the result?
Doesn't any politician in
Bangladesh trust the courts?

Wasif Sattar
sattar@ios. ho.att.com
KSA:

The problem in our culture
is that we are unable to tolerate
any judgement that is not in our
favor. When one goes to a court
to settle a dispute. he goes with
the agreement that he will ac-
cept whatever the judge rules. It
is- implicit that even if the
outcome is the opposite of what
he expected, he will honor it.
This does not hold good in the
culture of Bangladeshi politics.
The sure shot means of turming
events in one's favor is to start
an agitation. We have seen in
the past that agitations/
hartals / bus-burning / destruc-
tion of public property (bhang-
choors) generally end up
turning the situation in the
agitators favor no matter if the
grievances are just or unjust.

If the BNP thinks that in
some constituencies the by-
elections were rigged the proper
forum to approach would be the
court. But making a big noise
and starting an Andolon
mimicing the pre-election AL is
a surer way to overturn the by-
election resulls.

Contact
Needed

Sonny Z Reza
sonnyzreza@aol.com

USA:

| would like to get in touch with
garments manufacturers in
Bangladesh. Please e mail to
SonnvZReza@aol .com

Travel to Sylhet

Daaviel Frinnes
djamesaneiconink co.ith
UK:

I am planming a irp to Sylhet
in Bangladesh and was wonder
ing il anybody could recommend
any hotels either i1 Sylhet itselt
or in Sylhet district’? I'm also
mterested 11 the history ol the
region i anybody .has anv 1
Losrrvaal pevp)

Cyberspacc

Internet Copycast Dodge Through
Cyberspace Loopholes

Arlene Getz
apgetz@aol.com
Boston, USA:

Playboy mazazine , Winnie
the Pooh and the Church of
Scientology may seem an un-
likely trio. But the information
age has brought them together
on a cyberspace battleground.

At issues is the thorny ques-
tion of copyright on the inter-
national computer link-up. the
Internet.

The problem for publishers,
including those responsible for
the children's Pooh books,
Scientology treatises and
Playboy  pin-ups, is the
Internet's capcity to make end-
less copies of pictures and text
at virtually no expense or effort.

The result is that items usu-
ally protected under copyright
and intellectual property laws
are being reproduced and
transmitted by Internet users.

Playboy, for example, dis-
covered that students at a dozen
United States universisities
were scanning pictures of cen-
tre-fold pin-ups onto the World
Wide Web segment of the
Internet for the benefit of all
who wanted to ogle without buy-
ing the magazine.

Similarly, the New York
publishers of AA Milne's Pooh
stories found "Home pages”
-electronic sites susually intro-
ducing an index to a range of
topics -making use of illustra-
tions of the lovable bear.

One of the most significant
disputes, however, is the long-
running battle between the
controversial Church of
Scientology and critics posting
its secret writings on the 'Net.

The 42-year-old church-ac-
cuised by some of brainwashign
and exploiting its members
-considers these writigns so sa-
cred, that only adherents who
have spent thousands of dollars
on spiritual training sessions
are supposed to read them.

Church doctrine gives warn-
ing that viewing the documents
without the necessary prepara-
tion could cause illness or
cleath.

Despite this, Internet users
are disseminating the work of
the late Scientology founder, L.
Ron Hubbard, a science fiction
writer whose followers believe

his theories about reincarna-
lion and exiled galactic spirits
can heal many ills.

Numerous electronic discus-
sion groups and at least one
electronic magazine,
Scamizadat. grew out of the
original Scientology news
group (Usenet address: alt. reli-
gion. sientology), with " publsi-
hers’' posting material that had
become part of the public
record in a Los Angeles trial in-
voling the church.

The Scientologies-who
risked losing large sums of
money if their expensive texts
were freely available-retaliated
by claiming breach of copyright
. In 1995, a Scientology lawyer
sparked an electronic war
when she tried to delete an
Internet discussion group,
claiming it violated the
church's right to the word.
‘'scientology.”

Angry Internet users saw
this as a threat to free speech
and an on -line onslaught en-
sued. in which hackers from
both gjdes deleted each other's
postings and flooded news
groups with electronic junk
mail. The church established
its own Web stie (htip://WWW].

'scientology. org] containing
mroe than 30,000 pages in five
languages and a sound clip of a
performance by Scientologist
actor John Travolta.

Ofi-line, the chruch pursued
various legal actions. It sued the
Washington Post and two jour-
nalists for quoting 46 words of
the secret writings in a report
about the dispute and tried to
force companies providing
Internet accss into stopping
sitbscribers from reproducing

L
No comment

Naeem Mohaiemen

naeem. mohaiemen@hbo.com
USA:

On the topic of lungi. reminded
of a great quote: "Humayun
Ahmed er boi-gulo lungi r
motho. Eta porthe bhari aram,

na'

} kinthu eta pore baire jaowa jaiJ

N
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the material.

In August, a branch of the
church reached an out-of -court
settlement with an Internet
provider in which the company
agreed not to allow its clients to
use its services 'to unlawfully
distribute the intellectual prop-
erty of others.'

The case has highlighted
some of the problem of enforc-
ing trademark law on the
Internet.

It remains unclear, for ex-
ample, who, if anyone, is re-
sponsible for material posted in
a cyberspace without frontiers.
While Internet activists protest
at attempts to make service
providers censor items, puhlsl-'
hers are pressing the US
Congress to change copyright
laws so that digital transmis-
sion can be defined as a form of
publication and commercial
copies can be prosecuted.

Critics say that current leg-
islative proposals on these
lines are written so narro wly
they could affect scientists do-
ing research on , the Internet.

For the moment, the law
remains unclear. While copy-
right law wusuallfy requires
holders to defend protected ma-
terial or risk losign their
rights. there is uncertainty
about material used for non-
commercial purposes.

Last year, a Boston judge
threw out a case against a stu-
dent who ran a bulletin borad
for users to duplicate copy-
righted software ont he grounds
that the student was not mak-
ing any money.

The definitive case has yet o
be heard.

Meanwhile, Dutton Chil-
dren's Books, the New York

ublishers of Winnie the Pooh .

.have stop a student using a

 picture of the bear on his home

page; Playboy complaiuned to
officials at the universities at-
tended by students puttign out
its pictures; and lawyers for
Elvis Presley Enterprises have
ordered a fan to remove pho-
tographs she had scanned from
postcards of the late rock’ n’ roll
star's Graceland home.

“To lose control over the ma-
terial.” says Flayboy
Enterprises vice-president
Eileen Kent.' can be death.”

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide
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Education
Environmental

education

Doun Ullrich
ifrogage@onet.net says...
USA: .

Is there a need for environ-
mental education in our public
schools? Could this "class’ be
taught within the agriculture
programs in our schools?

Jim Frogge
username@shsu.edu
USA:

In RE of your ques-

tion..Absolutely!! There is a
dire need of Enviromental
Education. Having been a
farmer for most ol my 34 vears.
I see more and more farm
ground tore up for community
housing. Its always the hest
pieces of farm property put into
neighborhood matchboxes. You
see it everywhere..But have you
EVER seen houses torn down to
make way for crop ground..]
doubt that you have. This is just
some Enviro Ed that should be
addressed to our children. Just
my BIASED opinion...

Higher
Education in
Bangladesh

Unknown: OQur experience
in Australia is that any sort of
l[ee pavment progressively locks
out students at the lower end of
the socio-economic scale, and
that wealthy people find ways
and means around fee pavment
(by schemes that hide their real
incomes) - if they can he both-
ered to do so.
hassan monu alam 4
hassan@shell. portal.com
USA:

| prefer the US.need-based
financial aid where aid is based
on need. Aid is a combination
of work., loan. and outright
drant. It makes sure if a student
*reallv* wants an education
they can stretch and get it.
Besides working on campus in a
research job often looks greal
on I resume ™). - ¥

f‘\lenlng}.'

Astrology
questions

Wayne Fellows
Country unknown:

What changes have been
made in astrological
calculations due to the recent
discovery of new moons around
the gas giants? Are all
astrological calculations made
before the discovery (and
change in calculations due to
these discoveries) false? How
will future discoveries effect
astrology?

Luis Campos Ribeiro
1797 7d@ce. fe.ul.pt
Portugal:

The discover of new moons
around the planets has no effect
on astrological calculations,
because the moons are part of
the planets themselves. and add
no change to their symbolical
meaning.

As to the other question, the
discover of new planets of other
type of stellar bodies in the so-
lar svstem. will add new fea-
tures to astrological symbaol-
1sm. and this other planets will
be tound as human conscious-
ness grows and expands.

Learning the
Science

Je[f Larkin
jlarkin@atl.mindspring.com
USA:

[ respect astrology as an
ancient science. | however do
know that it can be easily
lurned into a scam. | would like
o learn the science and not the
fraud behing astrology.

L. Frederick File
Iffile@cais.com

USA:

The fraud is there precisely
because the it is not a science.

11:00 The Young

And The
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The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It Is free from all sorts of censorship and
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The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.

IW’E reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to
know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.

The Daily Star is not responsible for the npiniunul

Lexpressed in these columns,
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