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1| The winner of the man-
of-the-series award in the
Singer World Series is

De Silva | Jayasuria | Ranatunga

b

The number of participa-

ACC Trophy are
15 12 10

The winner of the US Open
1996 women's title is

Graf | Seles Hingis

5]

The Bangladeshi who
scored a century in the first
round of the Pepsi ACC

Trophy is i
Akram| Bulbul | Bidyut

e

5| The new England Test
vice-captain is

Husaainl Stewart

Russell

...................................................

................................................
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Kapil Dev
(Highest Test wicket-taker
former Indian all-rounder)
"It is rubbish; fit only for
women”!
(Said of bouncer restriction).

Fed-Cup
basketball

Sports Reporter
Angels Club defeated Hor-
nets Club 98-69 in a Federation
Cup basketball championship
encounter at the Dhanmondi
gymnasium yesterday.

The winners led the first
half 50-28.
Angels' Apu scored highest

30 points followed by Shahed
Ali with 11 while Hornets' Pal-
lab caged 27 points.

Earlier on Sunday night.
Surid Sanga recorded a mar-
%l]n%l 74-70 win over Chandpur

u

Richard Gomes and Evans
scored 18 and 17 points respec-
tively for the winners.

Bierhoff’s
rebuttal

UDINESE, Italy, Sept 23:
Germany's Euro '96 hero Olivier
Bierhofl dispelled rumours on
Thursday that he would be join-
ing En%’ ish premiership strug-
glers Blackburn from his Serie
A club Udinese, saying he would
honour his contract, reports
AFP.

Blackburn, the 1994 Pre-
miership champions, had tar-
geted 28-year-old Bierhoff as
the man to fill the void left by
Alan Shearer who left for New-
castle in the summer for a
world record 15 million pounds
(about 23 million dollars).

It had been though that
Blackburn officials were in
Italy on Wednesday in negotia-
tion with the pla}.rcr and offi-
cials from Udinese.

However, Bierhoff, scorer of
Germany's two goals in their
Euro '96 triumph over the Czech
Republic, denied any knowledge
of mee them.

"This story has been featured
in the German press over the
last few days but | know noth-
ing about it. Besides I have a
contract with Udinese and I in-
tend to honour it.," Bierhoff
said.

It was understood that
Blackburn were offering five
million 'pounds (7.5 million
dollars) for Bierhoff.

Carlo Piazzolla, managin
director of Udinese, denie

there had been any contact be-
tween the clubs.

"We don't know a iﬁ-hm?
about these rumours. As
am concerned we haven't re-
ceived one phone call about
Olivier,” Pilazzolla said.
| Bll.':rhuff has played fnr

Bnrunin aunnhe m::h

and Austrian club Cﬂl:nu Salz-

h.ﬁc later moved into Italian
football with Ascoli before

joining Udinese two seasons
ago.

ting nations in the Pepsi| !

DHAKA

Mukt:mddha tuatudmn l‘annu helplenuh WdLLh{-‘H asg a “pEL'LHEU].ar nghl hthr Erum H{:h;:mmedans midfielder Arman

(not in the picture) sails into the far corner of the net during their Damish Premiet football league match at the
Dhaka Stadium vesterday. Mochammedans won 2-0

Mohammedan Sp
orting Club cross-
ed a major hurdle
in their chase for
regaining the title
with a compreh-
ensive 2-0 win ov-
er Muktijoddha
Sangsad Krira Cha-
kra in a Danish
I're-tnier tootball league match
at the flood-lit Dhaka Stadium
vesterday,

With a packed audience in
attendance at the big bowl, mer-
curial midfielder Arman Miah
cracked the evening's duck with
a spectacular curler to enable
the black and whites a 12th
minute lead. Later, striker Al-
faz confirmed Mohammedans
sixth win in the league with a
low drive seven ininutes {romn
the final whistle.

For Muktijoddha, dubbed as

the third force behind the two

perennial foes in the domestic

circuit — Mohammedan and
defending champions Abahani
— yesterday's defeat served a se-

vere blow in their chase for a
maiden league title.

On the other hand, Mo-
hammedans, recovering from
their debacle against Fakir-
erpool YMC when they were
jolted by a one-all draw after
five successifie wins..ifie deserv-

ng victory consolidated their
pﬂsltinn atop the table with 19
points from seven outings.

In the day's match Mo-
hammedans. who appeared
with a better game plan, kept
the all-red at bay in a lively en-
counter marked by sorties at
both ends.

The traditional superpower
took the lead from tﬁgir first
positive attack down the righi
flank.

Shabbir, who made a mag-
nilicent return this year after
wandering in the wilderness
during the last couple of seasons
due to injury. set up Arman with

Sports Reporter

a defence-spiitting through

The wispy miid fielder found
the opponents net with a
scorching right-footer from the
righthand cormer ol the box (1]
(M

Arman then set the stage lor
double delight of the strong
band ol black and white sup
porters in the 23rd minute with
a gem of a through. But, Altaz
despite having Muktijoddhas
custodian Pannu at his mercy
drove the priceless breakable
wide off the mark much to the
horror of his teammates

It was a Lall order for Mukt

jodda, who not only lost four ol

their key booters in this year s
limited players transter, but
also missed the service of their
central defender Kingshuk who
was on a two-match ban. to
have a go against a well-groo-

med and spirited Moha-

mmedans. Nevertheless, the
handicapped Muktis had their
share of openings I the 26th
minute, their dimnutive nud

fielder Zakir. undoubtedly the

best performer of the night. al-
most broke the Mohammedan
defence betore being brought
downt by Nurul Huq Manik on
the edge of the box

Titu lobbed a near-perfect
shot from the |ree-Kick whieh
narrowly missed the mark af-
ter a deflection from the Mo-
hammedans' wall.

After the breather Mukri-
joddha. desperately in search of
all equaliser. stormed the op
ponents’ citadel with waves of
attack. But they were frustrated
time and again by their dark
and dapper winger Golam Gaus.
who failed to float a single lob
from the right. leaving a de-
jected striker Naquib hovering
in the "D" but to no avail

Ten minutes into the second
halt Muktijoddha earned two
successive flag kicks But an
ambitious Gaus disappointed

MSC stay on course

his side on both occasions
shooting straigh!' to a shaky
Molhiammedan custodian Ponir

Although Fonir was a ner
veres tan tunder the bar, among
the two national keepers
Panm  stood tall at the othes

end despile conceding two su
perlative goals
The reserve national custo

dian made a brilliant reflex
save 111 the 67th minute off a
Igbal point blank shot from
.i-i{".l{‘}lll severl vards and then

stretched [ull to his left to fist
away a Shabbir tree kick [1
minutes later

But. when Alfaz hammered a
pile-driver alter being fed by
Manik. who won a ball from a
defence lapse. Pannu had litle
to offer 1o avoid an imminent
defeat. It was Alfaz s fourth goal
in the lt'agﬁw [2-0

Riaz. the culpnt of that late
fumble. however tried to
amend his previous blunder
with a thunderous shot at the
stroke of the final whistle. But
his right footer rebounded off
the cross-piece with Ponir
beaten fair and square

With his defeat Muktijod-
dha who were closely following
the table leaders along with
Abahani. both having been col
lected 14 points from six

. matches. slid further behind in

the title race on completion of

the seven league engagements,
Yellow card: Manik

(Mohammedan 5SC).

TEAMS
MOHAMMEDAN SC: Ponir.

Mansoor. Ruhul Amin. Jewel
Rana. Monwar Munna. lgbhal.
Manik. Arman (Rajanil. Sabbir,
Ranjan and Alfaz.

MUKTIJODDHA SANGS-
AD RC: Pannu. Paritosh, Moorn,
Masud Rana. Rony (Shafiqul),
Gaus. Tito (Chandan), E‘}lur
Rupu. Naquib and Riaz.

Referee: MA Mansoor Azad.

Ban on Nigeria

JOHANNESBURG.
Sept 23: Nigeria
have had their
ban on competing
in the African Na-
tions' Cup cut in
hall, E‘HI_TII\-EI}.T allowing them
back into the qualifying
competition for the finals in
the year 2000, reports Reuter.

The Confederation of Afri-
can Football (CAF) said Nige-
ria's original four-year suspen-
sion, imposed in Febru after
their failure to turn up for the
finals in South Africa at the
start of the year, had been
reduced to two years.

The decision was made at a
CAF executive committee meet-
ing in Cairo at the weekend.

CAF also announced the cre-
ation of an African Champions'
L:aﬁuf: from next year, disqual-

Burundi from the youth
championship and held over a
decision on Burkina Faso's
hosting of the next Nations' Cup
finals in 1998.

The reduction of Nigeria's
ban came after an appeal by
both the Nigerian Football As-
sociation and their Congolese
counterparts.

Nigeria,

the defending

champions. refused to 1ake parl
in the African Nations Cup in
South Africa in January alter a
diplomatic spat between the two
countries over Nigeria's execu-
tion of writer Kan Saro-Wiwa
and nine others late last year.

They were slapped with the
four-year ban by an indigent
CAF and threatened with explo-
sion from the 1998 World Cup

ualifiers in France but the
can body later softened its
stance.

Nigeria will now be able to
enter the qualifiers for the 2000
finals in Zimbabwe after hav-
ing been excluded from the draw
for the 1998 qualifiers. which
kick off next month.

CAF also annournced the cre-
ation of an Alrican Champions’
League, modelled on the suc-
cessful, and lucrative, counter-
part in Europe.

The competition will start
next year and see the eight
guarterfinalists divided into
two groups with the winners go-
ing through to a two-leg final.

The two earlier rounds of the
competition will still be plaved
on a two- IE knockout basis,
said CAF, o hope to attract

reduced

sizcable sponsorship for the
lournamernt.

"But the Champions League
will start in 1997 even without
sponsors,” they added in a press
release issued on Monday.

Burundi. who were surprise
qualifiers for the last World
under-20 championship in
Qatar in 1995, have been dis-

ualified from the 1997 quali-
iers because of an air embargo
placed on the tiny East African
country after a recent coup d’
etal.

Burundi were scheduled to
travel to Tanzania this weekend
for their round, first leg match
but teams have been unable to
leave the country because of the

travel ban.
Earlier this month. the Bu-

rundi national team were dis-
qualified froni the 1998 African
Nations' Cup qualifiers because
they could not go to the central
Alfrican republic.

The CAF executive commit-
tee also studied a report on
Burkina Faso's progress in or-
ﬁaﬂising the next Nations' Cup

nals in 1998. But CAF gave no
details save to announce that
another delegation is to travel
there "in the coming months.”

Mohammedans’ midfielder Biplob (R) makes an abortive attempt to shoot the ball home past

a crowded Muktijoddha defence.
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Boys hold
Farashganj

Sports Reporter

Fromotees Bangladesh Boys
earned thetr second point in the
Danish First Division foothall
leagur when they held Farash
gan H;_mrur:,gl"lllh ioal | draw
at the Dhaka Stadium vesterday
Alternoon

Alter a goalless first hall
midlielder Selim put Hang
ladesh Hoys ahead in the 65th
minute with a close range
grounder from a Tipu lob while
substitute Heazu Idin levelled
the match lor Farashgan) in the
Bth minute with a low header

This was the second draw for
Bangladesh Boys in seven
league maltches raising their
tally to two points. Earlier they
drew with East End Club and
lost the remaining five matches
to Abahani, Arambagh, YMC
Fakirerpool Brothers Union

Elljmi{llm Sangsad.

On the other hand, Farash-
ganj. who beat Brothers Union
in their previous outing. earned
|1 points with three wins and
two draws. They also won
against YMC Fakirerpool and
East End Club. They have a
creditable draw against Aba-
hani.

Yellow cards: Probhat (B
Boys) and Ripon (Farashganj).

TEAMS

FARASHGANJ: Aminul,
Prodeep, Ripon, Kajal, Dulal.
Saha. Moin (Mithu),
Chanchal, Munna (Reaz). and
Towhid.

BANGLADESH BOYS: Se-
lim, Barat, Din Mohammad.
Probhat. Jahangir, Rube], Se
lim, Shuvro, Jinnah (Kutub),
Asad and Tip (Lipul).

Referee: hUbhﬂSh

W ari beat

Bima
Sports Reporter

Wari Club came from behind
to pull off a sensational 3-2 win

| over Sadharan Bima in one of

the two Danish First Division
football league matches at the
Mirpur Stadium yesterday.

In a spectacular late rally.
Wari, who were 2-0 down till
midway through the second
half, scored three goals in a
span of 10 minutes through
Chapal. Mintu and Sohagh to
run away with a creditable vic-
tnr%

arlier, Polash scored both
the goals for Bima to enable his
side a cosy double, yet not safe,
lead with strikes in the 20th
and 50th minute.

With yesterdav's win. Wari
Clab raised their tally to .1
points from seven matches
while Bima have six also from
seven matches,

Meanwhile, in the first
match of the day. Police Ath-
letic Club edged past BRTC
Sports Club by the odd goal in
three.

After a barren first-half,
Khairuzzaman and Masud Rana
scored for the winners while
Hedayetullah pulled one goal
back for BRTC seven minutes
from the final whistle.

It was Police's first win after
three draws and as many de-
feats to raise their tally to seven
points on completion of their
seven league matches.

On the other hand BRTC.
with this defeat. remain glued
to their previous collection of
six points from seven matches.

‘TODAY'S MATCHES

Danish Premier Divi-
sion football league:

(Venue: Dhaka Stadium)

Arambagh KS vs East
End Club (4pm)

Agrani Bank SC
Brothers Union (6pm)

Danish First Division
football league:

(Venue: Mirpur Stadium)

Dhanmondi Club vs Mir-
pur Chalantika SC (4:30pm)

Badda Jagarani Sangsad
vs PWD SC (6:30 pm)

FIFA'SSmo' on
40-team formula

ZURICH, Sepl 23 FIFA, soc-
cer's world governing body, on
Wednesday dismissed as wish-
ful thinking reports that the
2002 Worl final tourna-
ment would increase from 32
teams to 40, reports Reuter
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' was on Bologna

M “\1ILAN
(reorge Wea hau
led AC Milan out

rl their crisis on
sunday. when Lhe
Liberian scored

the match winner in a morale

hoosting 2-1 victory at Bologna.
reports AFP

Parma are top of the Serie A
on goal difference after beating
Reggiana 3-2 on Saturday night
but they are joined on seven
points by European Champions
Juventus and Inter Milan

However, 'Erur:ira.g’ spotlight

an AC Mi-
lan team whose confidence, has
been badly rattled by successive
defeats to FC Porto in Champi-
ons League and Sampdoria in
the Serie A

After a goalless first half
Marco Simone looked to have
banished Milan's worries with
a superb volley just three min-
utes after the re-start

The Euphoria lasted just five
minutes fore Russian Igor
Kolyvonov rattled in a penalty
for Bologna after French mid
fielder arcel Desailly had
felled Swedish striker Kennet
Anderson.

But Weah, surrounded by 1
Bologna defence, stab the
ball home four minutes later
and Milan held on for the win.
despite Dutch substitute Edgar
Davids being sent off three
mimites the whistle for arguing

The match was watched by
[talian national coach Arrigo

Sacchi. as he prepares (o choose
his squad for nexti month's
World Cup qualihers against
Moldovia and Georgia

Juventus meanwhile needed
two goals in the last 10 minutes
to earn a 2-1 win at newly pro-
moted Perugia

Both sides finished with 10
men — Salvatore Matrecano be-
ing dismissed n the 56th

GEGRGE WEAH

minute for Perugia and Juwven-
tus new French midfielder
sigrming Zinedhne Zicdane or
dered off barely 100 minutes
later

Juvernitus substitute Michele
Padovano broke the deadlock

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER

24, 1996

8 Weah bails Milan out

with soune clinu .l limsdpng
ter o -vard gallop through
Perugia's ofl side trap.

Alessandro del Piero then
coolly notched the second in
ano one-on-one with Peru-
gia keeper Alexander Kocic,
while Marco Negri got a conso-
lation goal fnr Perugia just be-
fore the whistle.

Conselmo Robbiati needed
only six minutes to open the
scoring for Fiorentina at home
to Verona. curling in a fine left
footed shot from outside the
o

Fiorentina skipper Gabriel
Batistuta sealed a 2-0 :
knocking home a penaity after
Verona goal Attilio Gre-
gori had hauled down striker
Oliveira.

Oliver Bierhoff. who was
lined with a move to Blackburn
Rovers in the English Premier-
ship this week, earned Udinese
a 2-1 victory over C

Bierhoff. who scored twice as
a substitute in the final to win
the- European Championship
for Germany. slammed in the
rebound after his header had
bounced back off the crossbar
in the 23rd minute.

Uruguayan Fabian O‘Neill

was hero and vwvillain for
Cagliari. notching a 19th
minute equaliser and then be-
ing set off in the 55th.

In Sunday’s other action. Vi-
cenza crushed Atalanta 4-1 but
Napoli were held to a 1-1 draw
al home by Piacenza.

Great news for Gunners

LONDON, Sept 23
Arsenal will be bo
o~ted by the long
awalited arrival of
W manager Ars
viwe Wenger anwl the
refurn of inspirational captain
Tony Adaimms when they bid to
keep their European hopes altve
on {'llrmlﬂv repors

Frenchman Wenger, who
flew into London from Japan
on Sunday, will be thrown in at
the tactical deep end when the
Gunners seek to overturn a 3 2
first leg deflicit against Ger
many's Borussia Monchenglad
bach in the UEFA Cup

Caretaker manager Pal Rice
said Wenger's arrival five weeks
al'=r the shwk sacking of Bruce
Rioch, sign..s the dawning of a
new era for the north London
Club.

He added: "My understand-
ing is that the new manager will
take charge on Wednesday and
the return to Japan. Grampus
Eight have an important game
on Saturday and he wants to
say goodbye Lo the Ipldyrrﬁ

Meanwhile England captain
Adams, who conlessed to alco-
holism last week, played for an
hour in Saturday's 2-0 win ai
Middlesbourgh without any ill-
eifects on the knee ifijury that
had keep him out all season,

And caretaker manager Rice
saluted the way Adams has
handled his battle against the

his problems
an inspirational player lor Ar

bottle

Tony doesn | run awav ron
sdit] Rice itles

senal He typifies every thing
that is good about the club He
has a never-say-die attitude. a

willingness to drive himself on,
and is an inspiration to every-
one around him.”

Aston Villa are another En-

glish side who have it all to do
when they travel to Helsing-
borgs for their UEFA Cup tie

TONY ADAMS

knowing the Swedish parb
timers are in the sironger
tion after the 1-]1 draw at ‘U’ﬂia
Park two weeks ago

The performances of the
British clubs — Rangers and
Celtic were also badly ten —
banished some of the bright
promise offered by Euro '96.

But Chelsea boss Ruud Gullit
pointed out English sides were
still a major focus of attention
across the continent.

"E ne wants to see what
the English teams are doing in
Europe and how they on, but
it's too early to make judge-
mentis after only one ro of
games,” said the Dutchman.

"It wasn't just the English
teams who didn't do well — the
— French sides also did poorly
— and you must remember they
all had :

"I think it's important to
wait before rushing into judgc
ments. | remember when AC
Milan lost their first match two
years ago and still went on to

the final, so it's too early to
say"

Four goals was plent
enough for Newcastle. 5
Kevin Kt:ﬂ,ians side travel to
Swedisli side Halhinstads know-
g it wosild take a catastrophe
of gigantic proportions for
them not to feature in the draw
in Geneva on Friday.

Muster pays thru'

VIENNA. Sept 23.
Austlrian t(ennis
star Thomas Mus-
ter on Sunday ca-

The match was immediately

awarded to the Brazilians at 7-
6. (7-2). 46, 6-3. 3-6. 2-0.

Muster., who said he will

» lled for action to

be taken Inst
Brazil i1 the wake his
disqualification in a Davis Cup
tie where he claims he was
insulted and spat on by the
crowd, reports AFP.

And Christian Ransmayr,
vice-president of the Austrian
Tennis Federation, criticised
the crowd by saying, "If some-
one says "I'll kill you." we inter-
pret that as a criminal act.”
However, Ransmayr did notl
rule out a ban for Muster for his
reaction.

The former world number
two Muster was disqualified on
Saturday after angrily walking
off court while he and Udo
Plamberger were playing Gus-
tavo Kuerten and Jaime Oncins.

Muster, the 1995 French

n champion, was clearly y up-
set by the jeers and abuse of Ll
partisan home crowd, and he
picked up a warning for making
an obscene ﬁe:sturf: to spectators
in the fourt

The Austrians, level-pe
at 1-1 in the tie after Frida
singles, were always trailing
Kureten and Oncins in a tense
encounter. Muster, clearly furi-
ous with the behaviour and atti-
tude of the South American
crowd, stalked off court with
the visitors trailing 0-2 in the
fifth-set.

ing

never again play in Brazil, ar-
gued the behaviour of the crowd
was unacceptable. "During three
and a halt hours we were in-
sulted, spat upon and objects
were thrown at As.” said Muster,
before adding action should be
taken against Brazil.

"It's a security matter. If this
is Davis Cup. then I want noth-
ing to do with the competition.

the nose

If I'm punished. it's all the same
to me. It was so bad you could

call it a war.”

However, Muster believed he
was not being oversensitive.
"Did 1 really have to wait till I
was shot in the head before
someone did something.”

Ausirian coach Ronald Leit-
geb backed up Muster's stance.

"We tried to stay calm. but
the behaviour towards us and to
Thomas was unacceptable,” he
said. adding the mnptru did not
have the situation in hand.

"If Thomas feared for his
personal safety, there were rea-
sons.” Leitgeb also asked for ac-
tion to be taken against Brazil.

The International Tennis
Federation has called for re-
ports from the referee, its ob-
server Thomas Hallberg, and
both national associations. The
matter will be considered by the
Davis Cup committee at their
meeting in London on October

7

Bandarban
football

BANDARBAN, Sept 23: An
under-16 football tournament
will begin at the local stadmm
on September 28, rgzorls

A tutal of eight districts will
take part in the tournament in-
cluding Bandarban, Rangamati, -
Khagrachhari. Feni, Cox's
Bazar, Laxmipur and Noakhali.

E B
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer H
ACROSS city =M Hiﬂglllnm -
1 Hiatus 50 Equitable Ancient Author
4 Per- 53 Extinct Briton Wiesel —
New 4 Whale 26 Photog's
7 Fair share,  Zealander g:'l! chowce
at times 55 Satan's 5 27 Work units
11 MacGraw specialty 6 Show- 28 Fresh-
ot al 58 Neighbor- room Cars water fish
13 "Downed” hood T Visitor 29 “— real
14 Met 57 Tackie's every 75 nowhere
teammate years man”
e 58 Ale's Y i i
'llmuy . cousin, in 9 Taylor or
honoree Claibome 31 Vegas
17 indolent opensr
18 Famed fur 81 Calendar 35 Pirate’s
merchant potation
20 Combine 38 Understand
Ha‘wﬂh 40 Cote call
lire 42 Thus, with
M he died
2iom "L":;..-
8)
president [GA 47 Enthusias-
33 Prefix v fic, plus
meaning AlT HE‘ 48 Stash
7 Across ' 49 One of the
34 Listening m
Hm "
a
ditty limuv !
37 Busy with bandes Today's Cryptoquip clue: Q equals P
39 Prosperity Geller The is a substitution cipher in which one
ﬂa Get a letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
43 calt? r‘ ﬂmﬂﬂMh’uﬂt letters, short
48 Nebraska togethe:
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