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To the Home Minister

The main bone stuck in the governments
gullet has been its failure to come to grips with the
utterly untenable situation at the universities. The
reason for this was the Awami League's student
front — is a party to the undesirable armed
confrontationist position in all the universities.

for effectiveness in a situation of lies and confu-
sion, the government should have gone very reso-
lutely after the armed elements of BCL so that they
could catch the others as well. In this the
government has been failing from the beginning in
spite of repeated counsel. specially by The Daily
Star.

The initial progress. made up of unremitting
labour and boundless funds of tolerance and wis-
dom — all of it stands to be wrecked by one incredi-
ble act of sheer criminality, highhandedness and
foolishness rolled into one. An Awami Jubo League
leader was nabbed with an accomplice in the small
honours of yesterday at Narayanganj while trying
to steal a whole consignments of garments heading
for export. The suspected culprit was free within
hours. Thanks to a telephonic call from an MP.
Not only that, he was allowed to go away with his
pal and the microbus with which he intended to
take away the garments — and any trace of his be-
ing arrested redhanded and on specific charge was
wiped clean.

We address it straight to the Home Minister —
the alleged culprit must be put back into hajat and
regular criminal proceedings started against him
and his gang within the minimum possible time —
say 24 hours. And, two, which is no less impor-
tant, it must be made known to the public as to who
the telephone call came from — who of the valiant
AL MPs had this criminal idea of tampering with
law flouting so flagrantly the party position on the
point, stressed so many times by the Prime Minis-
ter herself.

Let not the proposed expedition led by Sheikh
Hasina in search of accountable governance
and development — a livable society in short,
founder on such an absurdly small yet

assured that there is a Home Minister in the
country and every act of crime doesn't need the

PM's intervention.

Mad Rush to Sectt

National secretariat has been evocative of some
very picturesque and weighty names like being the
'seat,’” 'hub’ or 'nerve-centre’ of government.
Thanks to the concentration of authorities in one
labyrinthine work-house, the ministers and man-
darins who sit there for a specified number of
hours per week sheuld have fio time for distrac-
tions. Leave aside the sole clearing-house status of
the secretariat, what with the vocal chord exer-
cised over 'decentralization,’ it is the collective re-
sponsibility of the ministers, to the parliament
that obliges them to account for an efficient time-
management.

A report in a well-known Bangla daily got our
hackles up yesterday. It stated that on Saturday
and Sunday as many as 35,000 members of public
gained entry to the secretariat on the strength of
passes duly issued to them. It guessed there could be
at least 5,000 more doing it unauthorisedly. The
figure for authorised entries was quite verifiable.
Given the number of ministries it seems well over
1000 swarmed into each block of offices, scram-
bled for meeting a minister or a state minister vir-
tually keeping their private secretaries and PAs on
tenterhooks all the time. As the ministers re-
mained surrounded in their chambers by party or
constituency loyalists, the high officials balked
at the thought of discussing any important
matter with the ministers besieged of their own
volition.

Favour-seekers or persons on party errand can
see a minister at his residence or at the party office
or when he pays a visit to his constituency. And
where follow-up is needed it can also be done with-
out having to visit the secretariat. It is not that
there is no laid down criterion or procedure for is-
suance of entry passes — both in terms of the
time-limit and the purpose—of a visit. This will
have to be strictly applied and a maximum number

set for daily entries to any ministry. Then there
are variegated public interest clearance activists
like the issuance of NOCs' for one, which clearly
admit of being carried outside the secretariat

building.
A Carte Blanche?

It is only natural that when a political cause is
vindicated by public endorsement, those who had
suffered fighting for it should be given an instant
reprieve. From this sharp-angled point of view, we

welcome the government decision to withdraw po-
| litical cases filed during the democratic movement

spanning July, 1994 to March, 1996. We are simi-
larly supportive of the government's move to remit
prison sentences in genuine cases of outright polit-
ical victimisation.

Since the time-scale and the frame of reference
are wide and rather loosely-knit, it should be obli-

gatory on the part of the government to ensure that
no criminal element finds a escape route through
the waiver. If there were destroyers of public or
private property like car-smashers, arsonists etc,
they cannot be let off without a powerful deterring
message drummed into their ears.

They better not be allowed to slip through any
lenient interpretation of '‘a democratic movement'.
Should this happen, an extremely dangerous sig-
nal would be relayed to their ilk who might take
advantage of any political agitation launched by
an opposition party in the future to commit crim-
‘inal offences resting assured that they could even-
| go scot free. "
- We would like the government to err on the
side of caution rather than allow any criminal to

Oxford of the East : Livin

T HAT the University of

Dhaka* was known as

Oxford of the East is an
olf-repeated claim that has
gained in currency only in
recent years. | do not remember
to have heard this even once
during my four years at the
University, or for many years
since then. If my memory
serves me right, people started
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repeating mhlﬂyth — myth in
the sense | find no s to
this brash sell-aggrandisement
in any text of nﬂﬁin
— as the good name of the
university was all but lost. No
definite date can be

The university has been

but steadily sinking as an
institution soon alter the

independence of 47, but it took

some years before the

of decay became -
ce . The clearest maniles-
tation of the process was the

decline of the Halls of Resi-
dence.

The only authentic text in
support of the university's
claim to have any thing in
common with Oxford — or
Cambridge for that matter — are
the convocation hes of the
first few years. Chancellor and
Vice-Chancellors — all En-

We have had lot

glishmen — are found r

appr and proudly to cer-
tain mgﬂ of ?rhc new
university, which, in their es-
timation, made it a apart.
the collegiate system borrowed
from the ;:id:r British Univer-
sities, Oxford and Cambridge;
the close tutorial su sion of
the students' work; the non-af-
filating character of the uni-
versity.

The Chancellors in particu-
lar took considerable pride in
the university. as it answered to
their idea of a model univer-
ﬂ:g. created in the lonely sub-
urban Ramna of those days,
with a choice teaching . a

body, and with a refreshing em-
phasis on healthy life
realised through the idea of res-

idence,

As one reads these speeches,

one is trl.nl?arled to a world
which is lost for ever. There is a

faint suggestion of im al pa-
tronage extended to the Mus-
salmans of Eastern Bengal
timely reminders that the uni-
versity has come into being as
an expression of imperial con-

-

cession to this community in
particular. a compensation for
what it lost thr the annul-
ment of the partition of .
The tome of some of these
speeches t as if the uni-

versi w child of
; and fash-

the
ioned its god-fathers in
Britain. and Ca

are invoked because of

structural likeness. As early as

P ASSING

ALY

- the need of the hour is some

» .
1 hm

distance at them
from the coiﬂeu”’;.frﬂdﬂxhrd and

Cambridge.
! ty. it is true,

reaped to the full the benefits of
its early organisation. Very
early in its career, it earned an

academic reputation which has

remained its historic asset. The
first quarter century of the
university might be called the
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the Nathan Committee, there
rraaﬂfmlm Hﬁlljh'l as to the nam-
ng of t s. College was too
close to Oxford and C :
and without the traditions,

wealth, the au that Ox-
bridge colleges enj . the
residential units could hardly
and appropriately be named
colleges. A lalse analogy had to
be avoided. A compromise was
found in the term Hall, which
put the units on a much higher
standing than the hostels, and

golden period of its life: the sec-
ond quarter century, its silver
period; and the third could be
called by any one of the lesser
metals, brass or lead as one
might choose.

t never occurred to anmy one,
during the goiden period. to call
the university name
other than its own. It would be
considered improper, even in
bad taste. Nor was it
to decorate it with false

during the silver . Only

in its complete decline. in its
third, the brazen phase that a
claim — Oxford of the East —
could be made brazenly, pre-
sumably with one's tongue in
ones cheek.

On the seventy-fifth year of
our premier university, an old
boy who just had a glimpse of
the glory of the university as it
was fast fading. should not be
ﬁ cﬁuca.lifdhia ulma mater in

decay decreptitude. Ev-
erybody knows that the univer-
sity is in bad shape, and is pass-
ing through critical times. The
community. the faculty and a
section of the student body must
each of them share the r n-
sibility for the present ills of
the university. The pity of the
matter is that . despite all the
ills. f::fj;]glﬂr“ M institu-
tion i that has
the potential to become a major
uniiversity. It still draws some
of the best talents of the coun-
try. both in its student body.
and in the faculty. It had a very
auspicious start. and it saw
some . This
fortune tludeddﬂrﬁl the m
universities that followed.

g with a Myth

Dhaka had at least a chance, in
is first phase, (o prove itself in
the world of scholarship, oth-
ers never had a chance, gon'l in
evil days and fallen in evil
hands. If Dhaka can, through
the intervention of providence.
be saved from its manifold mis-
fortunes, that should signal a
good future for the entire sys-
tem of hi education com-
prising the universities of
Bangladesh. Dhaka, to my
mind, is the of the
complex machinery of the na-
tion's education.

Let us not make false
claims on behalf of Dhaka
University. Let us fi about
Oxford of the East. D has
some claim to excellence, and
the tradition is not entirely
lost. Much of it ‘can be re-
claimed, given the will and the
right leadership. The Senate
should itself set up a commis-
sion. of inquiry. with the pur-
pose of a check-up of
its present state of health. :

. it should indicate the measures

to be adapted with the aim of
' it viable.

We have had lot of titudi-
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by tough action.

Transit Facilities: Geo-Economics, Not Geo-Politics

by Muhammad Shahiduzzaman

HE quest for ord-
er in the -Cold War
structure ol state

tends to uphold a distinct set of

values where peaceful

internationalism supercedes
traditional sovereignty-biased
prerogatives. In a certain sense,
there is no current relevance in
governmental security
structures pursuing intelligence
with a Cold War frame of mind
weaving conspiracy theories.
hounding up political dissi-
dents, black-listing so-called

'security-threats' among the ed-

ucated and conscious segments

of society, or simply function-
ing on the basis of much-
dreaded standard operatin

procedures, that efy al

civilised norms of accountabil-
ity. Vendetta and political re-
venge had mostly been the
hallmarks of such methods.

Those who fail to confront such

old found values. and refuse to

undergo at least a certain d

of psychic reforms, are obwvi-

ously destined to relive the

past.

This is so because the cur-
rent world has got to say good-
bye to the long years of territo-
rial geo-politics and switch on
to the new concept of geo-eco-
nomics. Having said that how-
ever, the whole thing is not as
simple as that. But trends and
the facts indicate that those
states which choose to relive
the horrors of geo-politics are
destined to embrace the forces
of anarchy, at least partially,
unless prefer to get out o
it. Examples exist plentifully,
'mrying from the extremes such
as hechnya, Somalia,
Afghanistan and Rwanda about
a year ago to those of low-inten-
sity conflicts such as Sri
Lanka's troubled Jafina region,
Kurdish parts of Turkey and
Iraq, Karens and Kachins in
Myanmar, and a host of others
that go through phases of tur-
moil.

These introductory perspec-
tives help to stimulate a power-
ful rationale to refix Indo-

adesh relations in the di-
rections of greater goodwill,
trust and energetic break

thro s across frontiers of
mutu ation. Both India
and Bangla need to consol-
idate their ties much

beyond the conventional realm.
An alread inbuilt political

culture in both states must be
encour to move away from
stereotypes that are based on

water-sharing, boundary is-
sues, insurgency and communal
bogeys. Those who nurture and
promote these forces of geo-pol-

itics have to do so at the cost of

geo-economics. The choices are
gmplc. The benefits of Euntglg
obal ONomics are mu
too gtﬁaicglmrnﬂuu is due to
the consequences of what is
dubbed as the informatics revo-
lution which is linked to the

g'mapectn of rapid technology-
ansfer based on a mar‘ljtg:}tr-

economy philosoph
Such pr ts have almost
literally undone traditional no-
tions of state boundaries stand-
ing out as the q_?:pel symbol of
sovereignty. is does not
mean, however, that all borders
may be left unchained. India as
we realise, feels obsessed with a
so-called Bangladeshi demo-
graphic spill-over and contin-
ues to threaten the | ta-
tion of border wire-fencing de-
spite a visibly round-the-clock
vigil over all of the border belt.
And yet again, India wants
transit rights as much as we
want similar reciprocity to let
our trade flourish with Nepal
and Bhutan. The latter are in-
terested to operale across the
Bay. through our ports if India
allows it at all. These are to be
treated with a positive mind-
frame if global trends of geo-
economics are to be respected.
The question is, have we and
the Indians reached such a
mental frame?
A part of the answer lies

with the bureaucrats and

lanners in both these states,

ut a lot of it still rests on the
sensitivity of politicians in and
out of power. Not least of all is

namism.

Insurgent activities might
consequently shrink when the
focus shifts on economic incen-
tives and mlly inspire those
who may preler to make an
honest income rather than die
and struggle for a cause that
swings between triotismm and
state subversion. Traditional
notions of state security are
now more l(llusive than ever
before. They only serve the
cause of the ethically illiterate
puritanists. Whipped-up pas-
sions of patriotism and
soberly-worked out conspirac
theories proclaiming the sell
out ol sovereignty on the issues
of transit facilities to India via
Bangladesh, may reach emo-
::fmm.l height:d and absurd levels

cynicism, refu to see rea-
son and a d.rﬁlm in out-
look. But it may not be a major-
ity sentiment at all unless the
ruling party fails to deliver the
logic, rationale, and a clearly
comparable global picture of
transparency as far as mutual-
ity in such arrangemernls are
concerned. In order to kill vi-
cious conspiracy theories. there

ol Arab-lsraeli
the Middle East.
The challenge lies in the
ability to over Lhese stereo-
types. This could be difficult
since there are dedicated disci
ples of the former Pakistani-
trained &l}“l"ht of the Hindu-
Muslim Mutual Hatred Indus-
try’ reflecting the phenomenon
of eternal suspicion based on
the pains of the partition saga.
Any transition towards a
hrrdlc-huﬂdln[ industry' is
most difficult to concetve and
articulate, when aimed at the
‘pre-set puritanist patriotism-
pretentious industry.” It is bet-
ter to let them be t they are,
for they would otherwise sufier
from an insecure personality

crisis.

Transit is simply a part of
today's gradually evolving
globally-characterized inter-
state road networks which
would serve as Lhe basic infra-
structure of twenty-first cen-
tur?' E€0-economics.

t

is not too difficult to visu-

ace process in

alize that sovereign boundaries -

will grow more and more pale
and lrrelevant as we approach

evolve the seif-confidence and
courage to share transit. and of
course equitably with our natu-
ral neighbour Pakistan will
also have to eventually face up
the compulsions to do so in the
long run But the domestic
stakes continue to remain too
high at this time for its leader
ship— something that we
should be least concerned with
as far as our dealings with India
dictate us to envision enlight-
ened self-interest. So far it ap-
ars abundantly clear that
akistan's full-time priorities
in Bangladesh appear to be
nothing more substantive than
to play the rs role in
damaging the growth of Indo-
Bangladeshi economic ties even
when they tend to evolve within
the context of SAFTA and con-
forming to the WTO's stated fu-
turistic objectives.

Transit and inter-state road
networks could in reality
emerge as big business for us,
whether with India or includ-
ing most of our nearby neigh-
bours. It could almost certainly
place us on the global map of in-
tegrated road-networks, includ-
ing the just-planned scheme for
the ambitious Asian Highway

Iﬁhmm&ﬁ;hummhmwmﬂmwmhwmwmwm
Bhutan. The latter are interested to operate across the Bay, through our ports if India allows it at all. These are
to be treated with a positive mind-frame if global trends of geo-economics are to be respected.

the question of popular psyche
anh'il :::i mnbnu* tnh wh:h it is
w u tical cross-
cun?l:nts. ’lglc {H.Ekﬂ is real hard
not because of actual concrete
barriers of geo-politics, but
rather, the historical, tradi-
tional . vested and perceived at-
titudinal barriers. The chal-
lenge lies in the ability to get
over such stereot s. That
would be rather ult since it
might require a lot of activity
that makes a frontal assault on
the "Hindu-Muslim mutual ha-
tred industry’. This particular
'hatred industry’ must give in to
a new parading of 'bridge-build-
ing industry’.

Such transformation and a
vision of coalescence of inter-
ests is an irresistible civilized
objective for the sake of current
global trends of reconciliation,
compromise and region-wise
socio-cultural integration.
Such bridge-building efforts
should then be literally ex-
tended by constructing a friend-
ahiél across the Naf River
and linking Teknaf to Arakan
and across with Southeast Asi-

‘a's most virgin landscape, once

the process of our geo-eco-
nomics acquires an actual
take-off. Profitability and eco-
nomic incentives are the best
means to enhance human inte-
gration and undo state-centric
idiosyncracies. Transit and in-
ter-state road networks could
actually turn out to be
business for all sides, highly
profitable and inevitably serv-
ing the cause of economic dy-

1s no better means than to open
up the vocal basis for cembative
debate and stimulating factual
and futuristic-biased discus-
sions through the television or
even better, privatized televi-
sion, free from the shackles of
security-obsessed bureaucracy.
Transit facilities for goods
and services between our two
countries, including Nepal and
Bhutan's access to our ports
through Indian territory must
be reciprocal , on same heights,
and not linking the water ques-
tion — which has been reason-
ably clarified. The Indians have
finally reached the decency to
concede on this civilized course
of action. Hopefully, this psyche
ought to prevail, for a lot of
Food things need to happen in
uture between our two geo-
graphically inseparable enti-
ties. Within our political cul-
ture, there are large nts
that tend to plﬁy on the fragile,
sensitive chord, to at-
tribute imagined designs of self-
inflicted Indian hegemony
consistently nurturing odd,
primitive visions of conspira-
torial water-transit sell-out
equations, even when they have
been cautiously delinked
through a painfully long and
extremely hazardous spell of
patience. A partially frag-
mented political culture as
ours, like most other demo-
cratic entities, must have to

the set of World Trade Or-

ation based on the GATT
ormulate to eventually abolish
tariff barriers and cm:n up
markets fully within next
two decades. Trade and transit
are simultaneously emerging as
mutually su ve sources of
expansive cfﬁ} al economic in-
ter-dependence. With India,
continuing to exist on our three
frontiers, it is a geo-political
compulsion for both to share
transit in the spirit of geo-eco-
nomics rather than traditional
geo-starategic perceptions of se-
curity.

The next century is more
likely to be the age of super-
highways spanning across con-
tinents with massive road-
neiworks linking up the pacific
rim with the eastern shores of
the Atlantic. Goods and traffic
would flow not simply across
oceans and by air but perhaps
eventually across the super
highways all the way from
Southeast Asia. South Asia
into Central Asia and the Mid-
dle East and onward into Eu-

rope and Africa and vice-versa.
India and Ban 1 e.a; fﬁ:]anin-
tegral part of that glo com-
mgul;ucntlmn culture. Or should
we deserve to be left but out of
such d simply because
some of us feel so insecure with
the physical size and the eco-
nomic power of a huge neigh-

bour?

that would span over Singa-
pore.Thailand. Burma,
Ban esh, India, Pakistan,
Iran.Iraq, Turkey, and onwards
across Europe to London. Deny-
ing transit to India or even any
hypothetical Indian denial of
transit to Nepal or Bhutan over
Bangladesh into to the Bay will
be a weird proposition in such
circumstances of a communi-
cations revolution.

Indeed, our small size and
geo-political limitations. im-
md by the natural reality of

g surrounded in all three
sides by such a large neighbour,
clearly makes it a strategic im-
perative to look for opportuni-
ties that wm:]c}j rather enable us
to inspire and encourage our
larger boumsto dcmp and
maintain ence u our
territory for transit and all
sorts of support facilities. Such
dependence is, in fact, the best
guarantee for our security,
prosperity, an international
respectability. The last thing
that we should ever allow hap-
pening is to push and compel
our neighbour to look out and
evolve alternative modes of
transit bypassing our territory
and reducing us permanently
into strategic insignificance
and ifnnmin},r. Nothing is more
humiliating in such circum-
stances than to be left out in the
cold with no price to offer and

form of stupidity.

Transit issues with India
need to be addressed with a
greater of international-
ist outlook based on rational
and liberal initiatives now
when the 215-year old Friend-
ship Treaty has almost reached
its natural termination. There
may be some inspiration drawn
from positive citations, as the
Arab-Israeli reconciliation
that survives formidable barri-
ers and centuries-old historical
oddities. in comparison to the
shallow Pakistani crocodile-
tears for self-determination
and human rights in Kashmir,
which lack credible interna-
tional support. Indo-Pak rela-
tionship remains hostage in the
hands of human dinosaurs. Our
transit question may also be
inspired by current Vietnam-
AS reconciliation, Sino-
American trade sion de-
spite bitter squabbles, Japan-
South Korea reconciliation on
War memories — all of these are
indicators that favour the pro-
cess of wip out imagin
visions of aguﬂvc delgu.g
Cold War minded expansionist-
cum-conspiracy theories,

The transit issue ought to be
addressed as an element of fu-
turistic national interest as
well, and worthy compromises
should be allowed to evolve in
the same spirit of reconcilia-
tion which have created such
positive optimism (0 secure a
permaneni accord on Farakka.
An agreement on Farakka is
not just vital but a pre-requisite
since the question of transit. al-
though totally delinked from
Far . may gain little seri-
ousness without an accord on
Farakka first.

Perhaps the timing for a pos-
itive endeavour has almost
reached an optimum t with
new governments on m ends
and a generally favourable in-
ternational climate. Pakistan's
frustrations with India are not

for us to share or . All
we can do is set exam of
goslu\rt thinking so that the

akistanis can en us, as
much as have en-
vied at our at of the
assets which have taken
away from us without the
slightest regret. Indo-

Bangladesh relations can now
grow towards a stable climax as
the doors are unlocked for
greater human mobility, fairer
trade, adeshi investments
and open boundaries with the
Indian north-east, as transit
leads to an eventual economic
partnership and civilized ac-
cessibility. A lot will ultimately
depend on how the Indian bu-

reaucracy finally chooses to
approach the de-ﬁnhrﬂogm-
economics and geo-poli

stalk out in the name of political movement.

Sinking of Caisson of 2nd Buriganga bridge:

A clarification

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to the various news
items appearing in a number of
newspapers about the sudden
sinking of Caisson No. 17 of the
underconstruction 2nd. Burig-
anga bridge project at Babu
Bazar, Jinjira, Dhaka.

The Caisson under question
has been under the process of
sinking to bring it down to the
desired level. Accordingly all
neces steps were taken to
sink it further down. During
this process on 18B-09-96 at
about 3:30 pm, the Caisson
started sinking and the top of
the Caisson staining wall went
under the water level. It is not

struction. It may be mentioned
here that further construction
of the staining wall of the Cais-
son by about another 12 feet
will be carried out in the Ist
week of December when the pre-
sent water level comes down.
Thereafter further sinking will
be carried out to bring the Cais-
son down to its desired safe
founding level, after which
other necessary construction
will be taken up to complete
the construction of the Caisson,
substructure and super struc-
ture.

SMN
Director

um

banking

Sir, We are concerned about
the new appointments on the
boards of directors of different
commercial banks. The
published in different dailies
mentioned names of persons
who were not well-known for
their honesty and in y but
still were a as directors
and chairmen of different bank
m;.id.' the

though re were some
renowned professionals which
the authorities of the banki
sector and Bangladesh B
were su to know better.

pposed
—1 There has been mention of one

unusual in this type of con- The Engineers Limited
B
Ap intm 3 Mr. Lutfur Rahman Sarker ap-
POLD 5 ents in pointed first as director of Ru-

ali Bank and then as director
B with the identification as
an ex-officer of Bangladesh
Bank which is not true. He has
never been an officer of
Bangladesh Bank. We wonder
how and why such willful
misidentification has occurred.
In the interest of the national

economy in general and the.

banking sector in particular,
the appointments should have
been much more meticulously
thought over. There is yet time
to reconsider and revise these
appointments.

A Wahid

20, Baily Rd. Dhaka

BRAC's back

Sir, The Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee
(BRAC) is perhaps the leading
NGO devoted to the cause of ru-
ral development and uplifiment
of the down-trodden and help-
less majority of people living
in rural Bangladesh. The
founder director of BRAC, Mr.
Fazle Husain Abed has de-
servedly earned many laurels
from the international com-
munity of donor countries for
the development and uplift-
ment work g done by BRAC
in Bangladesh. The interna-
tional donors have contributed

enerously in the coffers of
RAC which is also receiving
substantial financial assis-
tance from the Bangladesh gov-
ernment.

The other day | read a report
that BRAC has launched a pri-
vate hous finance company,
mainly for the well-to-do mid-
dle-class ple in Dhaka city,
called Delta-BRAC Housin
Finance Corporation Limited.
felt very disturbed , as it ap-
peared to me that BRAC is devi-
ating from the very goal for
which it was created i.e. to help
the poor villagers living in ru-
ral Bangladesh to improve
their nﬂmahlﬂz:leem to
me that the n ture is
more profit- oriented and is de-
signed to cater to the mon
people who could afford to buy
an apartment or house., This is
not lor which it was founded
and for which the interna-
tional donors and the tax pay-
ers of Bangladesh have con-
tributed generously and con-

tinue Lo do so.

I would like BRAC to clarify
the position why is it getting
involved in a money-making
venture to cater to the rich in
Dhaka city whereas it should be
in the villages of Bangladesh
with the poor. It is worth not-
ing that the new company will
have an authorised capital of
Tk 50 crores and a pahil-:l.l cap-
ital of Tk 10 crores . It also
initially raise Tk 2.5 crores by
floating shares in the stock
market. Another opportunity
for a selected rich to make more
money as the present perfor-
mance of the stock market
shows.

The association of a group of
retired bureaucrats, who are
now cosily ensconced in well-
paid jobs with BRAC and in-
surance companies, would
make it easy for the new com-
pany to gain favoures from the
gnvcm_!%mnt and c!l_unnr Ig;s_lun-
iries. e system ol em

2 into highly paid

bureaucrats into

jobs after retirement is one wa

to corrupt the highly place
public servants as shown from
the example of Japan. It seems
we are also regrettable falling a
victim to the same situation.

I have great admiration for
BRAC and its founder director
who founded the organisation
for the rural poor of
Bangladesh. It therefore wor-
ries me as to why BRAC is con-
structing a huge and posh
buildi in Dhaka at Ma-
hakhali for its office at a cost of
crores of taka if its aim is to
help the needy and the poor
millions in the villages of
Bangladesh. This money could

surely have been better used for
the upliftment of the millions
or rural peasants and the poor
who are now being forced to
abandon their hearts and
homes and are streaming in
thousands into the juggies of
Dhaka to earn a pitiable living.
I am also worried to hear
rumours that the huge multi-
storied building next to BRAC's
building in Mahakhali belongs
to Mr. Abed's wife which makes
me wonder where she got the
money from to construct such a
palatial building . |1 would re-
quest to clarify the position.
Like many ple 1 believe
BRAC is doing a wonderful job.
But it would help to know how
much contribution it is receiv-
ing from foreign countries and
the government of Bangladesh
and for what purpose. So far
there has not been any publica-
tion of the audited accounts of
BRAC and any report on its ac-
tivities as is legally required of
any enterprise. After all we
have a right to know what
BRAC is doing. Even the World
Bank has recently recom-
mended greater transparency in
thé workings of m:??ém who
number more than 900 in
Bangladesh. BRAC will do a
great service to uphold its noble
nanrot;_y publishing a detail re-
port its activities — the
money it has received from for-
eign and our government for
the same and how the money
has been spent on various pro-
jects, how many senior retired
government servants it has em-
plﬂn:d.
any people say the NGOs
have become a parallel gov-

good reach homogeneity to the level If you wish to be a reliable, no bar to be made. Self-
of political consensus on an is- noteworthy and stable partner denial of such nature when up- The writer is Professor, De-
sue as this which is as vital and in a global network of transit held in the name of patriotism mnent of International Re-
survival-related as the question and trade, the first step is to is undoubtedly the greatest ion, University of Dhaka.
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ernment and is wasting (oo
much money on the upkeep of
its officers. [ do not it is
true. However, | would like a
clarification.

Lutful Quadir
Dhaka

Electing the VC

Sir, The election for VC-
anel of the University of
haka is scheduled for em-

ber 25. Already half a dozen
candidates are seeking support
of the electorate Fﬂﬂ‘lpﬂﬁiﬂg
members of the Senate. But
those who are jnckeﬁtrgg for
power seen to be interested only
in capturing power. Till today
no one has course out with a
manifesto explaining vision for
the future development of the
university and the contem-
plated policies for raising the
standard of education. Cer-

tainly the university which was
once known as "the Oxford of
the East” should no longer be
run by a Vice-Chancellor who is
a mere time server. | would
therefore appeal to the distin-

guished voters to kindly con-

sider this point while casting

their valuable votes.

Dr Nurul Momen
Retired Projessor
University of Dhaka



