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NEWS BRIEFS |

Commission

The ment has formed
an eight-member Local Gov-
ernment Commission to formu-
late recommendations in ren
dering the local government
bodies more financial and ad-
ministrative power. Mean
while, a gquestionnaire has al-
ready been published in the
newspapers for public opinion
survey on the local government.
said an official announcement
List night. reports UNB

A two-member parliamen
tary left the city yes-
for Canberra to atiend a
three-day Asian parliamentar-
jans’' mesting beginning tomor
row. The member of the delega-
tion are MPs Shah Azizur
Rahman and Prof Khaleda
Khanam said a press release

Sylhet Parishad to
gherao PDB office

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, Sept 23: The Grea-
ter Sylhet Ganadabi Panshad
at a meeting tadaafy‘;. has decided
to gherao the ce of
rintending Engineer of FDB
here on October 7 to press their
demand for immediate solution
to the continued load-shedding.

Saudi envoy
hosts reception

Abdullah Omar . Saudi
Ambassador to Ban esh.
hosted a reception at Sonar-
gaon Hotel evening to
celebrate National Day of

his country. The reception was
attended SOme ministers,

leaders, high civil and
military officials. diplomats,
elite and journalists. reports

3 JCD activists
held in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET Sept 23: Kotwali

arrested three
om Fazilchisht area 3 the
LtowT ight. One Chinese re-

volver 6 rounds of ammu-
nitions were also recovered
from their possession. police
said. The arrested

Emul Otir, Tahir Ahmed
howdhury and Khan
Ruhol — are r v the ac-
livists of the Jativatabadi
Ch;ltra Dal JCD). seurces
said

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia said yesterday the
ruling Awami League (AL) has
resorted to oppression on polit-
ical opponents to divert people's
attention from its inherent in-
ability to meet the pledges made
before the general elections.

“The Awami League had
made a lot of pledges before the
last general elections. Inher-
ently incapable of meeting
those, the party has now in-
dulged in oppressing its politi-
cal opponents to divert atten-
tion nlt?othe peuple from the
promises it made." said the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Jatiya Sangsad. ‘AL wants
us to remain busy [acing vari-
ous false charges. instead of
reminding the government of
its responsibilities to meet the
pre-election pledges.” she added.

AL S e s
o S ..;';;'..J_.-_l.. T e

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Zia was "exchanging
views" with a group of newsien
on the latest socio-political and
economic situation in the coun-
(ry at her Minto Road oflice.

She said it would be a wrong

conclusion on the part of the AL

leadership "if they think that
they would remain in power for
the next 21 years by oppressing
the people.” "People of this
country would not tolerate the
oppressors for such a ]Dn’% pe-
riod only because they have
come to power after 21 years."
she asserted.

The Leader of the Opposition
alleged that the government
was filing false cases against
her party activists across the
country only to harass them
and was oppressing them to si-
lence the voice of the people.

Expressing her determina-

Inability to meet pre-polls pledges alleged

AL out to divert people's
attention, says Khaleda

tion to "continue to fight for the
rights of the people from the
opposition political camp." the
BNP Chairperson said that op-
pression would not stop her
party from taking to the street,
if needed.

"We want the government to
work for the people undisturbed
and meet the election pledges.
We are still ready to ¢ EEI‘EH.E
with them in running the af-
fairs of the state.” she said. As a
ruling parity only recently, BNP
knew it well how difficult it was
to work lor the people with the
opposition consistently refus-
ing to play a positive role, she
noted

"We really do not intend o
starl agitating so soon b the
government is provoking us to
take to the street everyday by

See Page 12 Col 1

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging views with journal-
ists at her Minto Read residence yesterday .

el

Transporl WOl'kﬂI‘S
clash at

Syedabad: 5 hurt
By DMC Correspondent

Al least five sons were in-
jured during a clash between
iwo groups of transport workers
al the Syedabad bus terminal in
the city yvesterday afternoon.

One of the groups barricaded
ithe road with buses near the
Jatrabari crossing creating a
massive traflic jam on the busy
road for about an hour from
5:30 pm. poligg said adding at
least ten vehicleés were dam-

Police seized six buses and
arrested two transport workers
from the spot, police said.

Two of the injured persons —
transport worker Jahangir
Kabir. 35 and a rickshawpuller
Shajahan, 30 — were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) hospital
sources said

Besides, several crackers
were exploded and there was
chase and counter chase be-
tween the rival groups crealing
panic in Lthe whole area wil
nesses sakd.

According o the local peo-
ple the nval groups were locked
in the clash over gaining con-
trol in the bus terminal area

| need to
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'Snmgglers prefer
mid-night flights'

Star Report

Smugglers preler midnmighi
flights to bring contraband
gondl= 10 Dhaka throuch Zia In-
itrnational Alrport (ZiIA). se
nior ("ustoms officials savy

"We slepped np Customs
surveillance at night a couple ol
months ago and Salurday's
haul of smuggled gold was Lhe
outcome of our constant vigi-
lance.,” one oflicial said

Some customs offlicials
clatimed that they had ‘already
ihesst il (b hghts by winch
smughing wiis carried oul. Most
of these [lights came from some
south east Asian countries, be
sides from the Goulf. t sald.

A lotal of 1. 175 gold bars,
weighing 10 tolas each. worth
about SCVEN (rore were
seized al the ( arfu Complex al
ZIA Saturday aflternocon. Two
cartons containing the gold
were sent o a business firm
Hossain & Sons, at Gulshan in

the city from Singapore hy a
Bangladesh Biman [ight thal
landed a1 ZIA at | 5] am on

Thursdavy No such firm could
lhowever be Lraced Lhere.

CUusSLOmms SO t-.--']ul.nlrd ol
that smugglers preferred nud

night flights to take advantage
il the time lactor and exhaus-
tion of officials al late hours in
the night. Customs surveillance
leams were instructed to keep
vigilance on the identified
flights. they added.

A senior ZIA official, who
preferred anun{w ity, alleged
that Dhaka was being used as a
transit for gold smuggling.

Meanwhile, the gold seized
on Saturday was handed over to
HBangladesh Bank authorities
Sunday rmorning.

Surveillance Inspector of
Alr Freight unit of Customs
Rafliqul Islamm Khan lodged a
case with the Cantonment
thana in this connection, police
said

The case was field under sec
tions 15 and 16 ol Customs Act
ol 1969 section Bll) of Foreign
Exchange Regulation Act of
1947, Section 3(1) ol Export Im
port Act ol 1950 and Section
25(B) ol the Special Powers Act
ol 1974, police sources said

A senlor police official said
Lhat the case was likely to hand
over 1o the Detective branch
shortly

Workshop on project finance told

Red tapism, power shortage hinder
private sector investment

GAZIPUR. Sept 23 The gov

ernment should have the politi
cal will 1o negate the direct
pressure of the trade umon and
indirect pressure of the vested
bureaucracy for attracting pri-
vaie investment in infrastruc

ture devel

t. reports BSS.
This was observed on the

first day of the four-day work-
shop on project finance co-
hosted by Board of Investment
and the World Bank al the
BRAC's Centre for Development

Hana.gmmnl (CDM)

s at the work-

The speaker
shop observed that the country
needed five to six
frastructural investment annu-

ally to attain five to six per cent
of GDP growth.

cent 1n-

They said the country would
generate an additional

1200 megawatt of electricity by

the end of the century and im-
mediate investment was needed

to strengthen the power sector
infrastructure.

Energy and Project Finance
Division Chief of World Bank

for South Asia Per Ljung said

"Bangladesh's energy sector is

poised to develop rapidly” and
to cope with the situation. pri-
vate sector investment was im-
perative in the sector

He also pointed out that

there was a need Jor increase of
the level of infrastructure in

vestinent particularly from
privalte seclor in lelecommuni
cation. and roads and trans

port
Ljung said that there were

numbers of harrier to private
investment in Bangladesh
which jncluded public sector

dominance high level of regu-
larity uncertainty lack ol
buyer creditworthiness. limited
availability and convertibility
of fore: exchange lack ol
clarity il decision making pro-

Ershad to get

financial
benefits as MP

Star Report

Jailed Jatiya Party chief and
the former President HM Er
shad has sought permission
from the Home Ministry to
n a currerl account with the
Sonali Bank branch of the
Jatiya Sangsad. according to of-
ficial sources

Officials said that the gov
ermunerit has decided 1o disburse
the honorarium and other fi
nancial benefits entitled to Er
shad as a member of the Filth
Jatiya Sa d which was ear
lier withhe

See Page 12 Col 3

cess and high transaction costs

He suggestied that the gov-
ernment should reorient its
role to barriers of privale in-
vestment

He also underlined several
aspecis to remove the barriers
to private investment includi
learning from experience o
other countries. building awa-
reness. enhancing appropriate
skills. developing opportuni-
les., securing a more friendly
investment climate, establi-
shing efficient and transparent
interlace with would be inves-

Lors. selediing sound projects
and following through on
implementation.

A member of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry. Syed Man-
zoor Elahi. while discussing the
issues ol the domestic private
sector said that high corporate
tax. inadequate legal and regu-
latory framework, unclear
labour policy and insufficient

protection for intellectual
roperty re the reasons
or the domestic private

invest ment

Elahi said about 75 per cemt
of the foreign companies be-
lieved that bureaucratic red
tape and shortage of power

stopped the process of private
sector investment in Bangla

See Page 12 Col 4

RAJUK dnive
against illegal
structures

By Staff Correspondent

The Rajdhani Unnayan Ka-
tripakha ( UK) yesterday be-
gan a crackdown on illegal oc-
cupants of its land and on peo-
ple building unauthorised hou-
ses and structures devialing
from the approved plan.

The Chairman of RAJUK
talking to The Daily Star said
that on the first day of the
drive, illegal structures ob-
structing the natural flow of the
rain water at the Jasimuddin
Road behind Bangladesh Bank
in the Motijheel Commercial
A-ea were dismantled. The RA-
JUK conducted a similar drive
in Banani area.

"We have evicted the illegal
occupants near the culvert on
Jasimuddin road. They were re-
sponsible for water—lﬂﬁﬂ?&.“
Humayun Khadem, the K
Chairman said. He said, the
whole canal network will have
1o be cleared of these occupants
lo ensure uninterrupted flow of
the rain water.

This drive will continue un-
til the city's problems are

See Page 12 Col 8

Kesri stand-in
President of
Congress Party

NEW DELHI. Sept 23: India's
Congress Party elected Sitaram
Kesri as stand-in president here
today following the resignation
of scandal-tainted former Pri-
me Minister PV Narasimha
Rao, the United News of India
said, reports AFP.

The 77-year-old Kesri, who
has been in charge of the partys
finances since 1985 and is
dubbed "Moneybags" by detrac-
tors, had been widely seen as
the front-runner before today's
meeting.

The decision was announced

. by the Congress working com-

mittee, the party think tank.
the agency said. quoting
Congress Party sources.

Rao. who became Indian

| Prime Minister in 1991 but was

ousted in May this year. re-

signed as Congress (I) chief after
being confirmed as a co-accused

== | in a 100,000-dollar fraud case.

Rao. 75. implicated in a se-
ries of corruption secandals.

faces of eriminal con-
L affer a busi.
nessma i and a

Hindu gure ul alkmg lor the
money in return for a newspa-
per contract.

Kesri was chosen to lead the
Congress until fresh party elec-
tions are held later this year.

Another batch of
returnees arrives

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
till yesterday operated 21 [li-
ghts and brought back 3.200
overstaying Bangladeshis from
UAE, reports UNB.

The national carrier plans |

to bring back 6.000 Bangla
deshis by September 30 a
Biman press release said

Besides. seven foreign carri-
ers will operate 60 flights from
UAE to Dhaka. These foreign
carriers have already operated
11 Nights bringing back 3000
E.‘-a%&dnhia

e carriers are: Gulf Air,

Emirates, Qatar Airways. Royal
Jordanian. Siberia Airlines,
Asia Travels and Tours and
Middle Eastern Airlines

JCD activists
rehabilitated
in 2 DU halls

By DU Correspondent

The activists of the Jati
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD), who
were oustied allegedly by the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) workers from Mohsin and
AF Rahman halls of Dhaka
University. were rehabilitated
yesterday

According Lo sources, somme
1 7 students of the Mohsin hall
and nine of the AF Rahman
hall were rehabilitated in their
r tive seats in the hall.

!%ﬁr acting Vice Chancellor
ol the university. Prof Sha-
hiduddin Ahmed. was presenit.

The JCD carher Lanned that
some 2000 aclivisls were ousted
from the BCL-dominated halls
But they submitted to the uni-
versity authorities a list of less
than 100 students.

Deadlock at CU
passes Sth day

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23: The
stalemate at Chittagong Uni-
versity is continuing with no
sign of any solution in sight.

The ruling party's student
front, Bangladesh Chhatra

(BCL), continued to block
the entrance to the university
ca s for the fifth day today

rotesting the violence of
gcpte:ml:l:r 17. The BCL heild the
activists of the Islami Chhatra

Shibir. (ICS). the student wing
of Jamaat-e-Ilslami responsible
for the September 17 violence
The Shibir however blamed the
BCL.

The BCL supporters took po-
sition at the entrance to the
campus and Shibir activists
took control of the halls, cam
pus sources said.

Both the groups held sepa
rate protest rallies and staged

See Page 12 col 6

" cials of WASA, U

‘ Steps to rid city of
terlogging

By Staff Correspondent

Representatives of different
organisations concerned at a
meeting yesterday decided to
take immediate measures to rid
the city of water-logging

The meeting was presided
over by Mayor Mohammad

Hanif and attended top offi-
and the
Water Development Board, ac-
cording to a Dhaka City Corpo-
ration (DCC]) press release.

The mee‘-tm decided that
DCC would see that the sewerage
system in the city remains un-
alfected while WASA would en-
sure pumping out of stagnant
water. As a permanent measure,
WASA would also take steps to .
complete construction of the
box-culvert on chunbaﬁ(cha
Canal near Shilpakala
Academy on and near DIT Av-
enue and Notre Dame Cnlltﬁe
and set up a pump station on t
highway near Kamlapur. After
the completion of Dholai Khal
pump station, steps would be
taken up to connect Segun-

bagicha Canal with Dholai
Khal, the DCC release said.

A 60-foot wide road would be
built on top of the box-culvert.

The Mayor has appealed to
the city dwellers to help the au-
thorities carry out their work.

BSS adds: The government
has taken up short, mid and
Iun%tf:rm measures to solve the
problem of waterlogging in the
city, Minister of State for LGRD
and Cooperatives Alhaj Syed
Abul Hossain said yesterday.

Listing the immediate mea-
sures taken the government
in this regard, he said, all im-
pediments to the free flow of
water in the Segun Bagicha
Canal are being removed. The
Attorney General is moving Lhe
courts to vacale the injunctions
on the acquisition ol land to be
used for drainage purposes.

The district administration
has been directed {o immedi-
atﬂg' lransfer the earmarked
land in the city for immediate

See Page 12 Col |

Tareq, 3 others granted
ad-interim bail

By SC Correspondent

Tareq Rahman, Syed Iskan-
der Mirza, MA Mannan and
Lutfor Rahman Khan have been
granted ad-interim bail by the
High Court Division in separate
anti-corruption cases.

The vacation bench of the
HC comprising Justice Md Ab-
dul Karim and Justice Kazi AT
Monwaruddin yesterday also
issued a rule upon the govern-
mernt to show cause within four
weeks is to why the petitions
should not be granted anticipa-
tory bail.

The Court granted the peli-
tioners ad-interim bail for two
months or till disposal of the
rule, whichever is earlier.

The HC. in the case involv-
ing Lutfor Rahman Khan, for-
mer state minister for relief.
and Giasuddin Al-Mamoon, is-

sued a rule in respect of both of
them. but it granted bail to Lut-
far Rahman only.

In another case.

| Jb,lr-lulnmmn co-accused with

Tareq Rahman and Iskander
Mirza. was granted ad-interim
hail.

The defence lawyer, Barris-
ter Maudud Ahmed, explaining
the reasons for coming before
the HC, said, "Magistrates func-
tion under the political author-
ity and they are not indepen-
dent in discharging their du-
ties. So, as the cases are of polit-
ical nature, the petitioners, ap-

prehending that they would not
Eﬂt bail in the Magistrate Court,
ave came to the High Court.’

Appearing on behalf of the
state, Attorney General Barris-
ter KS Nabi said. "These are cor-
ruption cases with specific
charges and are not of political
nature.”

"The petitioners have come
through an extraordinary pro-
cess before this court by passing
all normal procedures and the
Court below,” he submittel.

"If asticipatory bail is
See. Page’ F2 Lc}l &_ )
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| prosperous nations

6 mmlsta's ahmd to boost
trade, diplomatic ties

.Hy M Anwarul Haq

Six out of 25 ministers and
state ministers are presently
visiting different countries as
pagt of the government's drive
to"™huild new areas ol interna-
tional cooperation.

Visits to foreign countries by
several ministers at a time in-
dicates the thrust the present
government is giving for ex-
panding trade and diplomatic
contacts, said an official at the
Prime Minister's office

Both Foreign Ministers Ab
dus Samad Azad and State Min
ister lor Foreign Affairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury are now
abroad

Samad Azad left Dhaka for
New York on September 21 for
attending the 51st session ot the
United Nations General Assem-
bly He is expected to be in New
York for three weeks.

State Minister Abul Hasan
Chowdhury lelt [Yhaka yester-
day on a five-day visit to
and 5Singapore 1o
bolster trade ties and make new
initiatives in the sphere ol eco
nomic diplomacy in these two
He earlier
joined the Prime Minister s en-
tourage al Hong Kong to attend
the Investors Conference organ

ised there.
Commerce and Industries
Minister Tolael Ahmed left

Dhaka on a 5-day visit to Viet-
nam on Saturday at the head of
a nine-member delegation. To-
fael is expected to generate the
interest of prospective in-
vestors in Hanoi. He will be
meeting a wide section ol politi-
cal and business leaders.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria left Sunday for Bermuda
to attend the Commonwealth
Finance Minister's meeting
scheduled to be held on Septem-
ber 24. Earlier Kibria partici-
pated in the Aid Consortium
meeling in Paris.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman left Dhaka
on Saturday on a one-week visit
to Sweden.

State Minister lor Youth and
Sports Obaidul Kader left
Dhaka for Calcutta on Friday
lest for attending on youth con-
ference.

Earlier Telecommunica
tions Minister Mohammed
Nasim visited Iran, Energy

Minister Nooruddin Khan went

to Zimbabwe while Stiate Minis-

ter for Intormation Frot Abu
et Papes |12 Col 7

Mannan Sangskritik

Parishad at

the Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy auditorium in the city yesterday

Star photo

Sequence of a dance programme organised by the GA

Cabinet okays
turning BCI
into a bank

Thf: Cabinet has approved
the p sal for reorganising
Baugla sh Commerce and In-
vestment (BCI) Limited as a
bank, reports UNB.

The approval was given at a
Cabinet meeting yesterday held
at the PM office with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair.

it also approved a proposal
for formulating the Bank Com-

(Amendment) Act 1996.

. The Cabinet further en-
dorsed amendment proposals of
three laws — Securities and Ex-
change Commission Act, 1993,
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission Ordinance, 1969 and
Judicial Administration Train-
ing Institute Act, 1995.

Ministers and state minis-
ters attended the meeting. Cab-
inet Secretary, Principal Secre- -
tary to the Prime Minister and
secretaries concerned were pre-
sent.

Habiganj-2 bypolls
BNP leader pulls
out of race

Zakaria Chowdhury, a BNP
leader, yesterday withdrew his
candidature from byelection to
the Habiganj-2 seat of Parlia-
ment, reports [INB.

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) of formmer Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
now Leader of the Opposition,
has boycotied the coming bﬁ
election apFrehendmg that t
result is 'a foregone conclusion.

Yesterday was the lasl date
for withdrawal of candidature
for Habiganj-2 constituency.
Another candidate, Mohammad
Abid Ali Chowdhury, also
withdrew from the race, the
Election Commission said.

Now four candidates re-
mained in the fray. They are
Suranjit Sengupta ol the

Awami League. Sirajul Hossain
Khan of the Jatiyva Party. To-
fazzal Hossain and Krishak
Mohammad Sadeq.

The seat fell vacant with the
death of Awami League MP

| Sharifuddin Ahmed.

Voting will be held in some
115 polling centres from 8 am
to 4 pm without break on Octo-
her 15 A total of 1,76,407 voters

| are there in the constituency.

~ Turnover at CSE
hits record high

. From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Sl:pt 23:
Turnover at the country's sec-
ond bourse in the urt city
jumped to a record ﬁigh and
stood at Tk 6.61 crore at the end
ol the day's trading today. offi-
cial sources said.

The turnover at the Chit-
lagong Stock Exchange (CSE)
today was Tk four crore higher
than the previous days transac-
tion.

Market operators attributed
the sudden jump in transac-
tions today to an increase in
buying and selling of shares.

A total of 50 issues were
traded on the day. of them 20
gained and 30 suffered loss. But
the share price index cam down
today 1o 680.82 points from yes-
terday's 687.97 points.

See Page 12 Col 7

One killed, 25 hurt
as two launches
collide in Buriganga

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 23:
One person was killed and at
least 25 others were injured
when two passenger launches
hound for Dhaka collided at
Dharmaganj in the Buriganga
river under Fatullah thana this
inorning.

Police and witnesses said.
the launches. ML Rita, coming
from Barisal and the ML Fazi-
lat coming from Tohri. Mun-
shiganj. were in a race to reach
Dhaka when one collided with
Lhe other.

One Abdus Salam, 40, of
Chandatala. Munshiganj died
on the spot.

Many panic-stricken pas-
sengers jumped into the river
and swam ashore. Both
Launches were damaged.

Mob-police clash
in N'ganj: 25 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.]. Sept 23: At
least 25 persons were injured.
four of them seriously. in
clashes with police when a mob
of about five hundred people
tried to snatch two alleged hi
jackers from the Bholta police
putpost under Rupganj thana
this morning

One policeman was among
the injured. Four persons sus-
Lair bullet injuries. Two of
the injured were admitted to the
Pangu Hospital in Dhaka while
two others to the Narayanganj
Hospital

uring the clash which
lasted more then three hours,
the Dhaka-Sylhet highway re-
mained closed. witnesses said.

At about 10:30 am some five
hundred people gheraoed the
out post anil demanded release
of the two arrested 8. Po
lice reinforcements had to be
brought in from Narayanganj.
20 kilometres away. At one
point, police made baton-
charges to disperse the mob,
wilnesses

Sce Page 12 Col 7



