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Spectacular Economic
Development in

HE of Saud
Arabia ., according
to an official estimate.

spent more than a trillion
dollars over the past 25 years to
cover the domestic development
needs and of its non-
oil sector. The expenditure did
not include loans and grants to
farming. industry and other
sectors, estimated at more than
SR 58 billion. During the gﬂ.ll
five development plans (1970-
95) %ﬂvtmmmt spending alone
totalled SR 3.B69 illion
(81.031 billion) covering infras-
tructure. health, education and
other development projects
Two Important Events [t
may be recalled that in the
early thirties of this century
two important events, namely
the unification of the Arabian
Peninsula under the name the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. and

the discovery of oil. combined
to usher in the most dramatic
changes that completely trans-
formed the face of the re
under the leadership of late
King Abdul Aziz, founder of
ern Saudi Arabia. Eco-
nomic development in Saudi
Arabia could only be started af-
ter security in the country was
firmly established by him.
Within a few years the lz’lngcbm
became an oasis of stability. If
Saudi Arabia is an economic
r today it is because of its
size and the influence it enjoys
as an important world eco-
NOTIC !_ and a major sta-
bilis actor in the region.
Bﬂh Development Plan
The of Saudi approved
its sixth five-year development
plan last year, with nding
g'r ected at S200 billion by
AD. The Plan sets a growth
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tinental with high tempera-
tures in the summer and low
temperatures and some rain in
winter. In the high lands of the
western and southern regions.
the climate is rather moderate
in the summer with some peri-
ods of rain.

Religion: Islam is the offi-
cial religion in the Kingdom.
The Holy book Al-Quran and
the Sunnah (sayings & conduct)
of the Prophet Muhammad are
the sole basis for all govern-
mental rules and regulations.

Government: Saudi Arabia
is a monarchy. council of
Ministers, the Shura Consulta-
tive Council' and the King con-
stitute the executive branch of

overnment. The Council of

inisters is headed by King Fa-
had Bin Abdul Aziz. The Crown
Prince Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz
is the Deputy Head of the Coun-
cil of Ministers and heir to the
throne. Prince Sultan Bin Ab-
dul Aziz is second Deputy Head
of the Council of Ministers.

Capital: The city of Riyadh is
the capital of Saudi Arabia. As
the seat of government, it is
home to various povernmental
agencies, ministries. embassies
and foreign missions.

National Day: 23rd Septem-
ber is the National Day of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It is
on this day in 1932 (1351 Hj
that late King Abdul Aziz Al-
Saud proclaimed and unified
the staie of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

Historical Sites: The King-
dom of Saudi Arabia has a
number of ancient historical
monuments going back to thou-
sands of years ago. The most
important archeological sites
are located in Al-Madinah Al-
Manawwarah. Al-Aula and
Madain Saleh. The city of Al-
Madinah has many historical
monuments dating back Ilrom
the Islamic era. Among these
monuments the mountain of
Lhud which was the site of the
famous Baitle of Uhud. the
cemetery ol the martyrs. Al-
Khandaq (tunnel] and the
IIIGEL}utS that were built during
the lirst years of lslam. The
Najran region also has many
historical vestiges such as an-
cient inscriptions on stones.
The Eastern region is the site of
an ancient civilisation. havin
been one of the biggest and old-
est urban centres in the past.

Tourism: Among the most
well known resort areas in the
Kingdom, there is the town of
Taif in Makkah region with the
resorts of Al-Shifa and Al-
Hada. There is also Al-Bahaha
located in the south-western
part of the Kingdom. This town
is situated at an altitude of 2500
meters above sea level and is
surrounded by the chain of
mountains of Tihama and
Sarat. Among the attractions of
the area, there is the Wagdan
forest, the Wadi Al-Malad for-
est, Wadi Bida and Marzouq wa-
terfalls. And, then there is the
region of Asir, the richest of ar-

eas in the Kingdom. It is charac-
terised by its high mountains,
ils greenery and its year-round
moderate climate. Abha,
Khams. Mushait and Al-Namas
are the most important cities in
the Asir region. Among the best
attractions in this area, there is
“the Assir national park, the Al-
Soudah park, the Dalgan park.
the Garaa park, Wadi Mahayil.
the Dahna waterfalls d the
forests of Hudhwa, The Bhstern
Region is known for its beauti-
ful beaches such as the "Half

Moon" beach. its historical
sites and oasis. city of Al-
Ahsa is particularf¥ interest-

ing. It is a huge oasis dotted
with water springs and farms. It
also has the Qarat Al-Sukhra
mountain with its many caves
dug by erosion effects. These
caves are cool in the summer
and warm in winter. On the
western coast, there is the

city of Jeddah with its beau

coral reefs and long beaches
among which the Ubhur
beaches are famous for their

fun and resort village.
#u::ﬁﬂ: Ever e
foundation of the Ki f

Saudi Arabia in 1932 the edu-
cational sector has been the fo-
cus of the efforts of the state.
The endeavours at government
level stem mainly from the ls-
lamic faith which urges all
Muslims — men and women —
to seek knowledge. At present
there are more than three mil-
lion students registered in dif-
ferent educational institutions,

including universities. There
are 10000 sc hools for boys and
an equal number of schools for
girls There are seven modern
universities teaching modern
subjects. Hesides there are a
number ol colleges. institutes,
training centres for special edu-
cation and for the handicapped
Incidentally. it may be pointed
out that education is completely
free of cost in the Kingdom In
fact. the government olfers
scholarships to university stu-
dents and books are ﬁuplphrd
free of cost to students of ele-
mentary schools and high
schools.

Youth Welfare: The Govern
ment of Saudi Arabila always
[JE{E greatl attention to youth
welfare and activities relating
to culture and sports. The
youths are considered to be the

illars of the future society in
audi Arabia and they are
therefore worthy of all atten-
tion. The general Presidency of
Youth Wellare is the govern-
ment agency directly responsi
ble for setting up programimes
and activities for Saudi Youth
so that free time is spent in a
useful way thorough which spe-
cial talent can be eloped and
encouraged for the benefit of
society. The youths in Saudi
Arabia are provided with the
most modern facilities and the
best training available in the
world. The Presidency has built
a number of stadiums and
sports centres all over the King-
dom. The King Fahad Interna-
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tional Stadium at Riyadh is
considered to be one of the most
modern stadiums in the world.
The Presidenicy of Youth Wel-
fare supervises the activities of
| 54 sports clubs, 17 sports fed-
erations. 19 youth centres and a
number of sports complexes all
over the Kingdom. e Presi-
dency also supervises the activ
ities of the Saudi Society for Art
and Culture and nine literary
clubs located throughout the
country The Presidency runs a
special hospital for treatment
ol sports injuries

Health: The Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia pays utmost at
tention to Iits citizens who are
considered to be the pillars ol
the society and most valuable
assels. As a consequence,
health care is one of the main

riorities ol the government.
rlealth care |s accessible and
free to all citizens and expatri-
ates alike. Al present there are
267 hospitals in the Hjnﬁdum
with a total capacity of 40,000
beds. Besides general hospitals
there are specialist hospitals
stalfed with most competent
doctors recruited from all over
the world. The number of pre-
liminary health care centres
has reached 3028 of which 1668
are run by the Ministry of
Health. The Kingdom allocates
highest per capita health ex-
penditure in the world.

Industry: At present there
are 2350 industrial units in
Saudi Arabia with a capital ol
more than 110 billion Riyals.

REPIR
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ber of giant industrial units.
The government helps the pri-
vate sector to set up lactories all
over the country and provides
entrepreneurs with electricity
and water at nominal prices.
Tax-free loans and tax exemp-
tions are also provided by the
government. Petrochemicals
are among the most industrial
exports of the Kingdom.

Agriculture: The Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia has achieved self-
sufficiency in many agricul
tural products. The couniry
produces nearly 4 million tons
of wheat yearly which ranks il
6th among wheat producing
countries in the world. The
Kingdom ranks first in the pro-
duction of dates with a total of
500.000 tons produced every
year. In addition. the Kingdom
also produces fruits and veg-
etables. The icultural meth-
ods have been fully modernized
and incentives are given to
farmers by the government
through distribution of farming
lands among farmers and farm-
mg companies and giving sub-
sidies for procurement of
equipments and fertilizers. The
Saudi Agricultural Bank pro-
vides interest-free long-term
loans to farmers. Technical as-
sistance. training and veteri-
nary services are provided
through the ministry of agricul-
ture and water resources. The
Government buys back agricul-
tural produce such as wheat and
barley at a very competitive
price.

Communications and Tra-
nsportation: Despite vasiness of
the Kingdom and its rather
difficult terrain, the Kingdom
has been able to set up a very
modern and extensive road net-
work linking all cities and
villages of the Kingdom to each
other and to neighbouring
countries. While in 1953, there
were only 239 km of paved
roads, today there are more
than 42,000 km of which 4,400
km are highways and two-way
roads. A total of 80,960 km of
country side roads have been
built. A 578 km long railroad
links the city of Riyadh to the
Eastern region. Besides. a num-
ber of harbours have been built
on the Red Sea and on the Ara-
bian Gulf to handle one of the

fastest flows of exports in the
world.

Ports: The Kingdom is bor-
dered on the Eastern and West-
ern sides two seas: the Red
Sea and the Arabian Gulf giving
Saudi Arabia a 610 km long
coastline to the East with two
important harbours, namely
the King Abdul Aziz Harbour in
Dammam and King Fahad In-
dustrial Harbour in Jubail. On
another 1,800 kin long coast-
line to the West, there are Lhree
very Iimportant harbours,
namely the Jeddah Islamic
Harbour, the King Fahd Indus-
trial Harbour in Yanbu and the
Jizan Harbour in the south.

Airports: Saudi Arabia has
25 modern airports, including
three International Airports.
King Khalid International Air-
port, built in 1983 and located
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25 km from Riyadh can handle
upto 7.5 milllon &qs&rnﬂﬂu a
year The King Abdul Aziz In
ternational Airport built in

1981 in Jeddah plays an impor
tant role in the transportation
ol pilgrims. Dahran Interna
lional Alrport in the Eastern
region is another imporiant
airport in the Kingdom An
other Airport, King Fahad In
ternational Airport. is being
built to replace the old Dahran
Alrport. The Presidency of Civil
Aviation is in charge of build
Ing. operating and maintaining
all airports. while Saudi Air
Hnes f'mnimnv has the respon-

sibility of air transportation
services inside and outside the
Kingdom Saudl Airline,
Saudia . has a modern fleet of
100 aircraft and employs more
than 10 000 workers

The Holy Bites: The city ol

Makkah Al Muharramah s
considered the most sacred
place for all Muslims. It is In

this city that the Holy Quran

was revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon
him) and its is from this place
that the message of Islam was
first heard. It is in Makkah that
we find the House of God (Kaaba)
which more than a billion of
Muslims all over the world [ace
when they pray. The Haram
Sharil has been expanded from
193 000 sq meters to 328 000
-HJK meters providing space for
730.000 persons to pray at a
time The second most sacred
place for Muslims is the city of
Al-Madinah Al Munawwarah,
the first site of the Islamic
state. |t houses the sacred
mosque of the Prophet
Muhammad (p.b.u h) and his
rave. The total area of the
rophet s Mosque (Masjid-e-
Nabovi)] have been expanded
from 16.500 sq. meters to
247 000 sq. meters. providing
space for 700.000 persons to
ray at a time. A sum of about
0 hilllon Riyals have been
spent for the e of the
lwa holy sites.

Saudi Arabia

target of 3.8 per cent for the na-
tion s domestic product
(GDP). plan focuses on im-
proving the Kingdom's eco-
nomic efficiency, diversifying
the national economy. promot-
ing the role of the private sector
in the national economy and
encour the manpower de-
ve t. The general objec-
tives of the sixth plan is:
preservation of Islamic values,
defending religion and home-
land, main the country’'s
security and social stability,
training productive working
citizens. realising balanced de-
velopment in various
provinces, continuing to en-
courage private sector partici-
pation in the countrys eco-
nomic and social development
process, diver the eco-
nomic base in the industrial
and agricultural sectors, facili-
tating the development of min-
eral resources, im and
upgrading the ormance of

public utilities and equipment

i enhancing scientific, cultural

and information activities, re-
alising the economic and social
integration of the six Gulf Co-
operation Council countries
and strengthening the King-
doni s relations with Arab. s
lamiic and friendly countries.

The high expenditure during
the past ﬂ."f development plans
boosted the oss domestic
product (GDP) by more four
times while the non-oil sector's
share in the GDP surged to 67
per cent from 53 cent. Non-
oil revenues also increased to
22 per cent from 16 cent of
the total income. Non-oil ex-
ports jum to more than SR
15 billion (84 billion) due to a
surge in petrochemical sales.
nfrastructure  In the field
of infrastructure, the paved
roads increased to 42, kms
from only 8,02] kms 25 years
ago, sea port rose from 27
to 182 and te one lines from
29 000 lnes to 1.53 million
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