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IS TORIANS are unamimous
that King Abdul Aziz (1880-
1953), the founder of the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, is among the
century’s most prominent leaders.
English, French, American, German
as well as Arab historians have
authored several books about the

unique personality of Abdul Aziz
which won him worid im. He was
motivated by a clear which
overwhelmed his mind soul: To

restore the glory of us ancestors and
serve the religon. To fulfill his dreams
he devoted to studying and memor:z-
sc?volm Holy Quran. A number of

ars taught him religious subjects,
Amh-mtanguaga history and other top-

M the same time he focused on
mastenng the skills of and
warfare, turning into a daning knight
and fighter. Allah so willed
that he should remain on his horse
back for almost 31 years until he
achieved his victory by estab-
lishing the of Saudi Arabia. It
all started in 1902 (1319 H} when he
left Kuwait at the head of a 60-man
force on his way to Riyadh, which he
recaptured depending on Allah, the
Supreme, and the s Iuﬁn}' to
him and his father.
tinued his Jihad' (Holy ) in the
way of Allah for 31 , dunng which

mndm of a

he was able 1o lay

me , justice
stability the banner declar-

ng‘ﬂmumﬁudhmhﬂlhmm

and
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important King Abdul Aziz
had worked hard to achieve, was the
implementation throughout his King-
ﬂmndhlsimmmocabrﬁ
justice, love and the establishment

a nghteous whose members
unify to realize their collective inter-
ests and achieve modernization whiie
preserving their values and the tenets
of their religion. As a result of the im-
plementation of the isiamic Ihcnl
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Aziz established an un-
te of security and stabil-
his Kingdom which is
today, a basic char-
of the Kingdom of Saudi

MILESTONES: Undoubtedly, late
King Abdul Aziz was a multi-faceted
man. As he successfully waged his
mibtary and political battles, he also
conducted the battles of construction

and economic development with equal
SUCCOS. mmmmw

King

foundations of the comprehensive de-
velopment and renaissance enjoyed
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia today.
Although the country’s financial re-
sources were 00 meagre, compared
with the requirements and aspirations,
this did not prevent Abdul Aziz from
immediately launching the construc-
tion of his state, using available re-
sources. The most important aspects
of this construction were.
1. Ensuring security, justice and sta-

biity,-and protecting the ves-and

The Kingdom of S
Arabia: A Profile

HE Kir of Saudi

Arabia has achieved si

ncere acclaim of the e-
veloping world for its lacu
lar economic and social growth
which resulted from its well
thought -out development plans
Expressing optimism about this

continent at a crossroads be-
tween the ancient continents of
Alrica, Asia and Europe. It is
bordered to the North by Jor
dan, lraq and Kuwait, and by
South

Arabian Crull
el the

Uman and Yemen to the
To its East is 1he
Hatiratn
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growih Kmg Fahad Bin Abd
Anz ihe Custodian oi the Two
Holy Mosqgues. says "We have o
move ahead with the process ol
development that has been 1ni
tiated in vanous fields thanks
to God and 1o the efforts pro-
vided by the citizens of this gen
erous country. This would allow
us. Insha Allah. to complete
what we have staned in accor-
danee with the five-year plans
that have achieved their goals
so far with great success  The
Crown Prince Abduilah Bin
Abdul Aziz while speaking
about the secret of success
maintains: The State's policy
is to mobilize all the resources
available 1o achieve different
programmes of social and eco-
nomic development, those pro-
grammes which aim at the
promotion of the citizens’ stan-
dard of living in rural as well as
in urban areas and the fulfil-
men! of social well-being for
all.” in course of an Eid-ul-Azha
statement in April this year
their excellencies observed: We
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
do our best to help the pilgrims
perform their devotions in
comfort and at their =ase. We
owe to God the success with
which we have met in our en-
deavours to provide our broth-
ers. the pilgrimns. with the kind
of facilities they need most in
order to be able to perform their
devotions

Location The Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia is located at the
South West end of the Asian
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Arah) Enuratestind to its West
Lhe Hedd Sea

Area: The Kingdom of Saua
Araiia covers BOS ol the wotal
area of the Arabian Perunsula
18 area is approximately
2.240 000 sq km

anﬂlrlph! The topogra

_ th 1gdotn 1s varied
'?'hrrr s the lertle plains. the
rocky plateaus the valieys the
high mountains and the vasl
desert This diverse landscape
has led 1w an \neqgual
distribution In terms of
population in different regions
of the Kingdom.

: It 1s of green colour its
width is two-thirds of its length
and it carries the lollowing In
scription calied m*.u
creed of monothieism ut-' £ I8
no god bt ‘-1r;i.-r_-;.1 iad. IS
the Messenge: Crod An un
sheathed symbaolizing
ustice jollows the inscrniption
elow The :'1;:1;, Di 1he H.‘.i.ﬁ’ﬂ-‘. i1
s the onlv one in the world that
can never be flown at half- mast
because of the inscrniption
Tawhid

Emblem: The =mbilem of the
Kingdom is represented by two
crossed swords with a palm tree
at the top The palm tree sym-
holises prosperity and grnwrh
while the swords represent ‘jus-
tice' . power and ‘safety

Population: According to the
census of 1992 the total popula
tion of Saudi Arabia is
1H 939 204

Language: Arabic is the offi
ctal language of the Kingdom
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properties of pilgrims and visitors

of the Holy Places, and the King-

dom in general, ettectively uproot-
ing all attempts aiming at disturb-

Ing these achievements.

2. The rehabilitation of Bedouins who
used to roam the f‘ﬂumrr in search
of water and grazing land. King
Abdul Aziz bmlt small wllages
called 'Hijar, in which he accom-
modated continuous travel and mo-
tivating them to take up farming
and education in their new com-
munities.

3. King Abdul Aziz believed in edu-
cation as the only means for
achieving the development of the
country. Hence, he was keen to es-
tablish schools and send some of
the Kingdom's youths on scholar-
ships abroad to receive higher ed-
ucation in vanous specializations.

4. The foremost priority for King Ab-
dul Aziz was tc establish modern
means of communications and
transport for his vast country. He
started to construct roads and in-
troduce modern means of commu-
nications to link distant cities and
villages of the country.
King Abdul Aziz also paid atten-
tion to agnculture and tapping wa-
ter resources, establishing a large
agncultural project in Al-Kharj re-
gion, south of Riyadh, which
utihsed spring waters for agncul-
tural purposes using engineering
technigues.

6. As part of his attention to introduce
vanous means of transport, he built
a railway line linking the King-
dom's Eastern Province with the
caprtal city of Riyadh.

In bnef. King Abdul Aziz left the
doors of his country wide open for use-
tul modern technology, thus laying the
foundations for the rapid development
accomphshed by the Kingdom He
passed away in 1953 (1373 H) after a
heroic and glorious life, charactensed
by “Jihad for the cause of islam, unifi-
cation of the country and laying the
strong foundations of the Kirgdom
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All Saudis speak Arabic En-
glish is taught in all levels ol
ec b ation
Climate:
Saudi Arabia

The clithate of
varies with the

audi

diilerent topographical features

ol the country. In general, how

ever, | he elinate of the Kingdom

can b consilered as oo
Convviteerd on Pepe 14

ORN in Rivadh in 1924, Fahd
Bin Abdul Aziz was proclai-
med King on 13th January

1982.
In December 1986 King Fahd as-
sumed the titie®of "Custodian of the

Two Holy Mosques”. In course of a
decree, he stated that this title was
more in keeping with his mission in
lite and waggmore suitable to previous
gleritying titles.

King Fahd has played a prominent
role in the development of Saudi Ara-
bia. He is gifted in his cwn right and
has lived up fo all expectations, hav-
ing been given increasing responsibii-
ity throughout his life. His father late
King Abdul Aziz, had often sent him
on official missions abroad. Even as a
young man he displayed remarkable
qualities of leadership and had a great
thirst for knowiedge. He possesses a
strong personality and this has en-
abled him to carry through the devel-
opment of the country intc a modern
nation. He saw at first hand how his fa-
ther had handled government affairs,
made decisions on policy matters and
death with the general public. During
the reigns of his father and brothers,
King Fahd had taken responsibility on
many and vanous issues. In 1953 he
was appointed First Minister for Edu-
cation and had a profound influence on
the development of education in the
Kingdom.

In 1963 he became Minister of the
Intenior and helped to modemise and
develop ministnes, founding schools
and institutions to train the police
torces and other mimstry staft. He also
established the school ot modern lan-
guages. the athietics college. the
trainer driving school, the police
academy (now known as the King
Fahd Security Academy), the interna-
tional finng range and the mifitary train-
ing academy. In 1964 he was ap-
pointed Second Deputy Premier in ad-
dition to his other responsibilities, and
he chaired several sessions of the
Council of Minister

MMMMTH ed him
Crown Prince and First Deputy Pre-

mier, which gave him added responsi-
bities. The mstitutions under his con-
trol included the Supreme Councils for
Petroleum and Minerals, Universtes
the Royai commiss:ion for Jubai and
Yanrbu, Youth Weifare and the Haj
(Pilgnmage)

When King Khald died on 12th
June 1983 Prince Fahd succeeded
ham and appointed Prnce Abduliah lbn
Abdeiaziz as Crown Prince ard First
Deputy Premer, with respensibility cf
te Natonal Guard

King Fahd alsc apponted Prince
Suftan ibn Abdeiaziz (Minister of De-
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KING FAHD BIN ABDUL AZIZ
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fence and Awviation and Inspector
General) to be Second Deputy Pre-
mier. On his accession ic the Throne,
King Fahd's main concern was the im-
ciementation of the development pians
which have been of much great benefit
o the country's achievements. On the
international scene, King Fahd is
noted for ms wisaom, sensitivity and
moderation, especially in the Arab and
istamic work. D
Arabia has actieved great prominence
in workd afairs.

ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY : King Fa-
had has worked hard to achieve Is-
amic schdarnty espewa y at Islamic
summits the isiamic Conterence Or-
ganisation and the Musim Warid
League and other organisations In
1981 the Third istamic Summit was
neldgllg ! and Makkan Almukar-
ramah near the Aikaba (the Sacred
House of God)

The King's promoheon of Islam and
his encouragement of Greater coopera-
hon among Islamic countnes o rein-

force their ties have been consider-

able. He has visited most Arab and Is-
lamic countries, and these visits have
improved harmonisation and solidanty.
He is also an avowed supporter of Is-
amic centres and soceties, in line
with the policy of the Kingdom. Ex-
pansicn of the two Holy Mosques at
Makkah and Madinah at a cost of
about sixty billion riyals under his di-

wide acclaim.

A MEDIATOR : King Fahd has
p'ayed 2 leading role in attempting 1c
resolve Arab probiems and issues. He
has visited Arab captals and has
taken part in summits and corfer-
ences. He nas alsc acted as a megda-
tor in disputes among Arab countries
to resolve their differences.

The most important issue remains
the Paiestinian cause, and King Fahd
has been involved for more than a
quarter of a century in fighting for the
nghts cf the Paleshnian people and to
exp.an the ustice of their cause 10
other world leaders.

have eamed him wond -

He has been ciosely involved in
seeking a lasting solution o the Mid-
die East problem, and has put torward
an eight point peace plan. This was
approved in September 1983 by all
Arab states during the Twelfth Arab
Summit Conference in fez, Morocco,
and adopted by the Islamic Summit
Conference in Casablanca, Morocco.
Many world leaders regard the King
Fahd peace plan as a firm basis for
achieving peace and stability in the
r .

With regard to Lebanon, King Fahd
has made every possible effort to bring
the warnng factions together to seek a
peaceful solution, and he has also
given humanitarian and economic aid.
in 1989 he convened the Taif Recon-
ciiation Conference which restored
calm to Lebanon,

King Fahd, in conjunction with
other Arab countries in the Gult and
the Arab League, formed the Gulf Co-
operaticn Council (GCC), a powertul
body aimed at strengthening co-opera-
tion between ber countries and
establishing an Arab shield. The GCC
has been effective in confronting dan-
gerous incidents such as the lragi in-
vasion of Kuwait. Saudh Arabia put its
full weight behind the liberation of
Kuwait and the restoration of the rule of
law among nations.

MAN OF PEACE : Saudi Arabia is
an active member of the United Na-
tions, and takes pnde in being a
founder member. The Kingdom is
committed to strengthening the organi-
sation and its agencies, and supports
it with economic and political aid.

Saudi Arabia's prominent position
in the world 1s appreciated by many
nations, especially by the countnes
that encompass more than one billion
Arabs and Muslims. In spite of
changes on the intemational scene,
the Kingdom's position has been
strengthened over the past decades by
official visits King Fanhd has paid Lu a

ra
bia has constantly aimed at establish-
ing solid relations with other countnes,
and the King has taken a firm stand to
overcome political and economic
crises. A typical example 1s his his-
toric role in regulating oil prices and
production volume by OPEC member
states. His influence in the oil industry
has been a wital factor in the stabilisa-
tion of prices. He has always taken
into account the need far world peace
and the interests of other states. His
wisdom, sensitivity, sense of justice
and desire for peace have prompted
world leaders ¢ proclaim him "The
Man of Peace’ for decade.
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MESSAGE

Fowday the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia obseries
(s Natione Day with usual warmith,

grandeur

rsdues 1iovhich are
sands of Bangladeshis for Hayl. Umrah or any

n

visited every year by thou

\

cined soldermnity. The Day providles an auspicious
o crasion Jor the ruation o CXpPress s grafitude (o
Alrmighty Allah.  the Merciful, for enabling
Savdl natienals to maintain the process of
presgress tnoall sectors of the cconommy. It s also
wworthawhile to recall that the sacrifices of late
Kirg Abdul Aziz Al Sand have been a perennical
source of inspiration for all of us o materialise
his drecarms of hfq,ipr,r arwl prosperous Saucdl na

fiar

Ay rufr.l'uu_; Lo can ofJu il estimeile Saud Ara
Bict hoas speent mwore than a tridllion  dollears oner
the peast 25 yedars for overall economie develogp
treent Durtng the last flve development plans
(AT 1IS) CaspernneTi] specticdingg cdone totolledd
wieer 1 O3 1 belhwon dollars (SR 3 869 bdlus) As o
we lfare state, the Kingdorm of Saudi Arabia pro
oirde s free muwslic al core and  free educational Jo
cthitw's upno the hwghest leoel

Besides developuw ts own economy.  th
Kingdom of Saudi Araba has meade generous
cnlribulions (o parnwus  development projects

L the Arab Islamu and friendly cowitries As
many as S0 countries of the world have bene
fited  from the Kingdom's liberal foreign aid

gramune which totalled more that SR 250 bidlion
durng e past o decades

Despite occasional strains due to the Gulf War
eflecis and low prices of oil. Saudi Arabla has
marde substantial progress tn recent times. The
Kingdom s on-gotng 6th developmert 1 (1995
2000 A.D | aims at spending 200 billion dollars
by 2000 AD durtng which average growth rate of
(sross Domestic Product (GDP} will be around 4
per cenl During the plan period 659 900 job op-
portuniiies will be creat

it s a matter of gratification that Saudi Arab
Bangladesh relations have been excellent sunic
the very beginning of the ties. With the inducton
of a new democratic rnimend under the able
ieadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hastna a
ww chapter of fraternal relations has opened
up. Indeed. it was a matter of utmost pleasure
and satisfaction for the people and leaders of the
Kingdom who have made clear to Her Excellency
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh about the
great reservoir of goodwill that they have for the
mos! deserving brothers and sisters of
Bangladesh In fact, the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosqgues King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz during
s audience with Bangladesh's Prime Minister
Shetch Hasina assured all cooperation with her
governmen! and even made a rare gesture
through an observation that the two fraternal
Muslim countries constituted one nation

In view of the -old historical religwus and
cultural tes, which reflected in owr day-to-day
bilateral relations one may justifiably say thait
the relaftions betiwween owr fwo countries have
withstood the test of ttme. Perhaps, one unigue
factor that has a significant role in
bringtng the two Muslim countries closer is that
Saudi Arabita s the home of the two holy

ey brotherly Muslunm natwns

WIAT
el ays
Lol

other purpose Because of this close  fraternal
fes betiveen the o coundries. Saudi Arabua has
had abways extended prompt assistance. mostl
in (he form of grants, chenever Banglade sh -..“fq
fered from natural calamities

Incidentally, | may mention that a largesi

tivnbeer of Bangladeshi workers are employed in

Saudt Avabnwa as a result of which Bangladesi
has been benefited by eaming a lot of foretyn ex

¢ hange through the remittances from the repa-
tricates in Saudi Arabin

It s our earmest hope that Saudi- Bangladesh
relations will grone  from strength o strength in
the coming days for the mutual beneftt of the
And in viewe of
it 1s expected theat
will surcerely cooperate with
international forums
the interest of the Is

the current global striwatuon
the Hioo coundries
another n partonus
Keepirg i Ui
Limunah

Long e Sawdi Bangladesh brothe rhooxd
AT

Abdullah Omar Barry
Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to

Hangladvy

Saudi Arabia's Foreign

~Aid Programmre

HE Kowdom of Sawh
bhia, one ol the leadi
ng donors to the deve
loping countries. has marle
denerous contributions

various developmen! projects

1

in Arab, Islamic and Iniendiv
couniries According o one
estimate. the RKingdom has

spreit mors than SR 250 hallion
on loreign and during the [rasl
wio ddecades As manv as 70
countries ol the world have
benefited trom the XKingdom's
hiberal (oreign axd progranune
‘hose countries included
Palestine Bosnta, Alghanistan
Yemen Bangladesh Pakistan
Jordan, Lebanon Sudan So
malla. Chad, Mah Oman and
Turkey Besides the Kingdom
nNas Nnanced [slamic projects
in almost all countiries of the
warid

(srants to Bangladesh : ()1
29th April 199] Bangladesh
was severely hit by devastating
cyclone the Government of
Saudi Arabia gave an outright
grants of SK 400 million for the
rehabilitation of the cyclone
victims in the coastal areas
Long before that King Fahad
ordered the dispatch of five
Jumbo aircraft carrving tents
and large quantities of food
stuffs and other relief matenals
lor the victims of floods In
1988 The Custodian of the two
holy mosques King Fahad has
set arl example to Saudi citizens
and residents in  extending
humanitarian assistance to the
victims of earthguakes and
floodds all over the world As a
greal supporter of Bosnian Mus
iims King Fahad has voired his
readineas to sponsor 300
Bosnian familiesn which would
cost SR 2.25 milllon annually
King Fahad extended generous
donations to cover the mr-:‘.lk al
expenses of an ailing %1 in
London The London-based
Daily Star awarded King Fa
had {ts annual prize in 1993 In
appreciation of his humamlar
fan efforts

Writi off the Debta of ls-
lamie LDCs : The Kingdom
walver all debts of the leass de

veloped Inlamic countries (n
Decemhber 199 | The an
nouncement of the writing off

the debts was made at the sixth
I&laimie Sumunit held at Dakar
Senegal. During the conference
the Kingdom also urged the Is
lamic Development Baunk to
raise its capital 1o meet devel
opment requirements ol mem
her states and Muslim comimu
mticvs

Highest GNP - Aid Ratio :
Savdi Arabna provided sixty per
cent ol the total foreign aid
given by OPEC members. Ac
cording to an UNCTAD report
1 terms of gross national
product to akd ratio, the sums
made avatlable by the Kingdom
tu developing countries amo
unted to around 5.8 per cent ol
the country's GNP

Major Contributor to IMF :
Satcli Arabla 1s one of the ma-
jor contributors to the Interna-
tiunal Monetary Fund (IMF). It
gave SR |2 billion to the fund in
1984 which is half the amount
it wanted to borrow for re-loan-
ing to countries in financial
trouble. This amount is apart
fromm SR 37.8 billion the 111\1
dom gave to the fund previously
as a loan

Combating Drought : The
Kingdom has financ a num-
ber of development projects in

One of the 380
arcas of Bangladesh

cluding hospitals. schools and
wells in Yemen, Sudan, Mo-
roccoe and Mauritania. It has
spent more than SR 3.5 hillion
on prnljrl; ts aimed at combating
drought in 32 Alrican and
Asian countries. The Kingdom
provided food supplies worth
SR 200 million to refugees in
Afnica in addition to cash assis-
tance worth SR 122.5 million. It
has given SR 37 6 million to
eliminate river hlindness in
west Alrtca Saudi Arabia con-
structed 3,600 wells 1n Mali,
Niger, Burkina Faso. Chad.
Senegal. Guinea-bissau. Gam-
bia and Mauritania at a cost of
SR 488 million. These countnes
have been sitfffering [rom
drought for several vears. Hav-
ing saved millions of people
and cattle from death, the pro-
gramme has been one of the
most successiul reliet works in
the world

Famine Assistance to Africa
: As part of its assistance to the
famine stricken African coun-
tries. the Kingdom provided SR
3.2 million. 1050 tons of wheat,
750 tons of maize and 500 tons
of edible oil to Cape Verde: SR
5 79 million. 1460 tons of

Continneed on page 15




