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They Pledge to End Terrorism in Dhaka University

Campus violence is something which has worried us for quite sometime. The former government failed to eradicate it from the educational institutions.
The new government appears to be facing the same odds, and there is so far no end to violence in view. To try and understand how the student leaders see the
problem, and what they suggest should be done, we invited leaders of all important student organisations to The Daily Star office for a free and candid
dialogue. Though a lot of things came out from what they said, yet we feel that the student leaders have been less than frank, and the dialogue, though

extremely revealing, has been somewhat guarded.

Yet. a lot can be learnt from the views expressed in these columns. They all identified "terrorism” as the number one problem in the Dhaka University
campus, and pledged to work unitedly to stem it. We were heartened by their renewed commitment to uphold the 10-point accord between student parties. They
demanded that the present government remain totally neutral regarding the student parties.

In holding this dialogue, The Daily Star wanted to establish direct communication between them and our readers, so that we can understand the minds of

these leading actors in the University scene.
We hope our effort will contribute, however marginally, towarding solving this most hateful problem that is destroying our educational institutions.

Ishaque Ali Khan Panna
General Secretary, BCL

Campus terrorism. lack ol
congenial academic atmo-
sphere, and accommodation
crisis in residential halls are
the r problems faced by the
students of Dhaka University.
Some people want to relate the
ongoing crisis to the change of
government which is not cor-
rect.

There is no denying that the
DU is the centre of country's
student ﬁhﬂcs. National poli-
tics also has its impact on DU.
Actually, what happened in DU
in last few days was not hall
capture, rather it on the out-
burst of accumulated resent-

ment of past 2] years.

During the last 21 years we
could not move freely., and
carty on our political activities
in most of the residential halls
of the university. The people
who could not e ss their po-
litical identity for so many
years have just come forward to
their political ideol
WG. It is not true that
workers had occupied halls
with the help of the law enforc-
ing agencies.
I would request the newspa-
pers to publish articles urging
the government to pursue vig-

orously its stated policy of ar-
resting all terrorists from the

(. irres of part
Sffiiation dnd ot THE satl i
m‘ucﬂ the oppositiori not to

ulge in politics of opposition
for tion's sake.

e have to work with
other student parties to root out
terrorisin. We are serious and
sincere, We want the govern-
ment to act in a neutral and fair
manner. We are committed to

restoring peace on Lhe campus.
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Habib-Un-Nabi Shohel
General Secretary, JCD
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problems in the DU. It is not
only the student urgarmla;;lﬂs

which are responsible for
c¢urbing terrorism. All con-

We, the student leaders: are
trying our best with utmost sin-
cerity to root out terrorism. The
situation now is that student
organisations do not have that
much control over the armed

terrorists. Police should act
neutrally. Police know very
well who are involved in terror-
ism and can arrest them any-
time.

We have signed a peace
agreement, we will not shelter
terrorists and outsiders in our
party anymore. Police should
take stern action against the
terrorists and must not reflect
biases against those few identi-
fied.

We are sincere about bring-
ing back the lost glory of the
Dhaka University. If the gov-
ernment does not oppress us
and we are not wronged, we
would not launch any move-
meiil which could affect the
ility ol the university.
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Aslam Khan
sident, Chhatra
[Union

The main problem is that
the activities of student organi-
sations are not student ori-
ented. They have simp][y be-
come the mouthpieces of their

parent organisations. And so
they are depeéendent on the

rtm. -
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1t is true { the armed men

have no particular party. They
change their party with change
of the government. The general
trend is to take shelter under
the protection of the ruling
party for safety.

Newspapers can play a vital
role in curbing terrorism from
the campus. Newspapers mostly
cover the stories of violence.
Newspapers should publish
more positive news about the
campus, and give more space
and prominence to such news
items.
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Abdul Khaleq
Acting President, JCD

Al present terrorism can be
identified as the number one
problem of the University. Now
the most pertinent question is:
who are involved in terrorism?
The answer is. outsiders — who
are not students. Since they do
not belong to the university,
they do not have any leeling for
the prestige of the university.

The success of the attempt to
root out terrorism from the

campus depends on the attitude
of the government. Side by side,
the university authorities and
the student organisations have
a significant role to play in
curbing terrorism on the cam-
pus.

We have shown utmost sén-
cerity by signing peace agree-
metit. Now if the Pritd Mitifs
ter actsus per 'her words tb ar-
rest terrorists irrespective of
party affiliation, terrorism can
then w comipletely rooted out.
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Ganaplll -« retary, BCL
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v =ity is not an isolated

place. 11 1s part of the national

scene and what goes on outside,
gets reflected on the campus.
The overall situation of the
country causes a lot of impact
inside the university. The uni-
versity is facing manifold prob
lems one of which is terrorism

atronised by stu-
e staying in the
residential halls driving out the
bonafide students.

We have signed a peace
agreement which is of course a
positive sign towards a solution

QOulsiders
dent fronts

to the long-standing problem. It
is now an established truth that
the ierrorists get shelter either
in ruling party or in the major
opposition FE.I‘II}". So. if the Tul-
ing as well as the opposition

parties are sincere, terrorism
can be curbed.
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ABM Mosarraf Hossain

President, DU Unit JCD

Armed outsiders of political
parties hamper the academic
atmosphere in the university.
The problem can be solved if
government is sincere and neu-
tral. Unnecessary interference
and partisan attitude of the
government often results in
campus lerrorism. Duﬁnﬁ nine
years of Ershad regime. the DU
was closed for about five and a
half years. But in the last five
vears of BNP rule, university
wis not closed even for a single
day for terrorism. The gunbattle
reported during the period was
mostly between the internal
groups ol the student ordan

cerned should come forward to
root it out from the society,
particularly from the educa-

tional institutions.

Versily

Terrorisim has s origin In the

iSaAlinns
siudents accommodation crisis Tor curb terrorism. the pgov
in the dormitories of the uni ernnient should be sincere
Once the government is sinoere

terrorists will not be able to en-
ter the university campus in
front of the members of law en-
forcing agencies.

The PM has ordered arrest ol
all terrorists irrespective of
party affiliation. If her orders
are implemented. I think. ter-
rorism can be completely
rooted out from the campus.
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Bahadur Bepari
B(;L DU Unit President

Outsiders, mostly patronised
by the student fronts, hinder
the normal academic atmo-
sphere of the university. But the

number of terrorists are very
lew,

In the past, il one particular

party had a strong hold over a
particular hall, other organisa-
tions were not allowed to enter
that hall. But a positive trend
has been started with the sign-
ing of the peace treaty. If all the
parties concerned abide by the
accord from their respective
positions, it is quite possible
for the university to return to
its former position when it was
called the 'Oxdord of the East.’
At the same time student
politics should be more student
oriented than it is at present.
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Hasan Tarik Shohel
Education and Research
Secretary
Bangladesh Chhatra
Union

Undoubtedly the main prob-
lem is terrorism. Student poli
tics has lost its direction. and is
not on the right track. Unless
and until student politics can be
made student oriented. the on
going crisis cannot be solved
completely.

Behind terrorism. the main
problem is financial. Finding
no other alternative, students
take illegal arms in their hands
as a source of income. People
who carry illegal arms have

link with underworld and their
boss is always an influential
figure in the national politics.
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gdul Wadud Khokon
BCL DU Unit General
Secretary

Ri now terrorism is the
main problem of the university
and mostly the armed outsiders
belonging to different student
fronts are involved in the ter-
rorism on the campus. Proba-
bly, the DU campus has become
the safe haven for the terror-
ists. This trend should be
stopped immediately.

Terrorism has some links
with the accommodation prob-
lem in the residential halls of
the university. A considerable
number of seats are being occu-
pied by the terrorists. Newl
admitted students join wit
them simply for a seat. But once

get the taste of firearms
cannot give it up.

Now to solve this problem
the government and opposition
should act unitedly. Insincerity.
lurking on the part of any side
the goal can not be achieved.
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Che Laile Star Entertainment Guide

Birkanya Pritilata

Inspiration of

Independence

by Prof Roushan Ara Hoque

WENTY-THIRD of Septe-
mber. '96is the 64th
death anniversary of
Birkanya Pritilata Waddedar.
the first lady martyr in the
Liberation War of Bangladesh.
Her tragic self-sacrifice was a
glaring example of great
patriotism which had inspired
many to dedicate their lives in
the Liberation War of 1971 and
for the independence of their
motherland.

Pritilata Waddedar, this

great martyr was born at Dhal-

shat village in the district of
hittagong on 5th May, 1911.
Her father Jagabandhu

Waddedar was a clerk in the
- Chilttagong Municipalily office.

Her mother Protibha Waddedar
was a patriotic lady who had
inspired her daughter to take
part in the anti-British Move-
ment. She obtained her BA
from the Bethun College of Cal-
cutta and joined in a Junior
Girl's School of Chittagong as
its Headmistress. She had read
many revolutionary books and
hecame highly inspired to join
in secret revolutionary activi-
ties. Even as an IA student at
Dhaka Eden College she formed
a revolutionary group known as
"Chakra" with Sarojini Pal,
Kalpana Dutta, Kumudini
Rakhhit and many others. Th
il organised the fund o
t hakra' by secretly selling or-
naments of all its members.

Pritilata and her group had
secretly stolen 20 bomb-shell
fromm the Armoury of Chit-
tagong and handed them over to
the Biplobi party. These shells
were later on used in the Ar-
moury raid, in the forceful oc-
cupation of the Telegraph &
Telephone office, attacking the
European Club and in may
other secret attacks. Her belief
was that dedication to the Lib-
eration struggle of the mother-
land is the sacred duty of all.
She used to write the same sen-
lence everyday in her diary, |
shall dedicate my life for the
liberation of my country. She
had firm conviction that with-
out armed revolution freedom
will never be possible. So she
took training and prepared her-
self for armed attack on the en-
emy under the guidance of the
Chairman of the party, Mas-
terda Surya Sen. When police
came to arrest the group she hid
herself with them in a pond for
the whole night. While coming
out fremn that pond Apurba Sen
was killed by thé-pelice. Nirmal
Sen fired at the British Army
Commander, Captain
Cameroon and killed him. He
was also killed by the police.
Alter that Pritilata went on
hiding underground.

Pritilata joined the training
camp of the revolutionary
party. Their first plan was to
take control of Chittagong by a
military coup. They thought
that their success in Chittagong
would inspire the people to join

in the full liberation war
against the British and ulti-
maltely they would be successiul
i liberating the whole country.
Their lirst programme was to
attack the European Club ol
Dampara bearing a signboard
ol which it was written. 'Be-
ware ol the hualians and the

dogs'. This signboard was the
source of greal discontent
among the people. Being once
attacked for this signboard on a
Good Friday night the club was
shifted to Paharhtali Railway
Club. The date of attack was
fixed as 23rd September, 1932,
under the leadership of Priti-
lata with Shanti Chakrabarty,
Kalyani , Prafulla Das and
Sushil as her comrades. The
leader was to be in a male dress.

Two days before the attack
one pamphlet was published in
red paper with a photo of Priti-
lata explaining the reason of at-
tack signed by Masterda Surya
Sen. These leaflets were dis-
tributed throughout the coun-
try. On the fixed day Pritilata
and the other five members
were claded in military dress
with Gurkha Bhojali knife in-
side the shield at the back, hand
bombs in their bags on shoul-
ders and loaded pistols in hand.
Pritilata had folded her long
hair inside the turban on her
head. At 10 pm they eeded
towards the club and suddenly
attacked it with hand bombs
and started to fire from pistols.
Within a few minutes all the
inmates who were merry-mak-
ing in ball dance fled hither and
thither in danger. The dancing-
hall had been turned into a fir-
ing-squad hall with 53 dead and
many more injured. Many
other cried out in terror and ran
away. Thus Pritilata avenged
Lthe mlm of Titumir, Khhudi-
rami, al Sen, Ardhendu,
Ramkrishna and many other
valiant sons of the soil.

According to military rule
F'ritilata blew the whistle to
leave the Club and she herself
was behind all of them. When
Lthey reached the northern gate
of the railway factory an in-
jured foreigner fired at her and
she fell on the ground. Her dress
became red with blood. Accord-
ing to the rule of the revolu-
tionaries she killed herself
taking Potassium Cyanide
which she was ¢ in her
pocket so that the enemy could
not disclose agy secret from her
by torturing. Her body was left
on the road for a long time.
Then a doctor was called to ex-
amine her. She was declared
dead. The deadbody was then
taken for post-mortem where it
had been found that the leader
of the invading party was a lady
and - that was Pritilata

edar. Alter searching her
bu?;}ﬁ— one ?wfhigﬂé; one u&p’ of
the Club. one red pamphlet and
one hand-written description of
the plan and purpose of the at-

tack signed by Pritilata were
lound.

Thus the first valiant lady
martyr Pritilata Waddedar
opened the first golden chapter
ol dedication in the history of
the independence of subconti-
nent during the early period of
the Movement. Her sacrifice
had inspired all of us to take
active part in the Liberation
War of 1947 and 1971. There-
fore. on her 64th death an-
niversary we pay our deep re-
spect and gratitude to her for
pruvidln% great inspiration to
all of us for the liberation of our
motherland.
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CHANNEL V

6:00 Frame by Frame 7 00,

Rewnd VJ Sophwa B:00 Jump
Start VJ Trey 9200 Frame Dy
Frame 11:00 The Vibe V. Luke
12:00 Rewnd VJ Sophwya 1:00
By Demand VJ Trey 2:00
Frame by Frame 2:30 Fust Day
First Show 3:00 Sansw

Hai 4:00 Planet Ruby 4:30
Demand V. Trey 5:30 Rewnd
V) Soprwya T7:00 Big vJ
Alessandgra 8:00 Planet Ruby
8:33 The Vibe 9:00 BPL Oye!
10:00 First Day Fwst Show
10:33 Launch Pad VJ Sophwya
11:33 The Ride V. Trey
12:00mn Over The Eage V.
Sophwa 12:30 Big Bang V.
Alessandra 1:00 Haysan 2:00 By
Demand VJ Trey 3:00 Big Bang
VJ) Alessandra 4:30 Asan Top
20 V. TFE';

STAR PLUS

6:30 Voltron 7:00 Teenage Mu-
tant Nja Turties 7:30 G | Joe
8:00 Saber Ruder And The Star
Sherrif 8:30 The New

" .-ﬂr "_.'l.': :

Agventures Of Black Beauty
9:00 Aerobics Oz Style 9:30
Charles n Charge 10:00 Mr
Belvedere 10:30 Cooking
Secrets of the CIA 11:00
videotashion News Jus! Add
Water 11:30 Gabnelle 12:30
Santa Barbara 1:30 The Bold
& The Beautitul 2:00 The Oprah
Wintrey Show 3:00 Remington
Sieele 4:00 Cooking Secrets of
the ClA 4:30 Videofastuon News
Just Agd Water §:00 Teenage
Mutant Nirya Turtles 5:30 The
New Adveniures O Black
Beauty §:00 Lost in Space 7:00
Home and Away 7:30 Chares in
Charge 8:00 MASH 8:30 Special
Mr World 10-30 The Boid &
The Beautdul 11:00 Santa
Barbara 12:00mn Special W
World 2:00 The MNew Twilght
Zone 2:30 Videotastwon News
Jus! Aad Water 3:00 The Cpran
Wintrey Show 4:00 Hooperman
4:30 Home and Away 5:00 The
Sulivans 5:30 Gabnelie

STAR Sports

§:00 Indy Racing L eague New
England 200 7:30 Hong Kong

Cricket §'s 1996 Day 1 HL 8:30

S
R b

Sailing Magarine 10:00
ATP  Tennis aldbaum's
Hamlet Cup 2nd Semi Final
11:30 KENT Beach Volleyball 4
Man Fm Hong Kong 12:30
Formula ne Waorld
Championships Portuguese
Grand Prix From Portugal 2:30
1996 Tour Philig: Mormis
Cup HL 3:30 Mariboro |eague
96 Chinese National Football
L Dakan vs Guangdo
§:00 Hampton Classic 6:3
Trans World Sport 7:30 1996
Men's Jr Champeonship 18! Sem
Final 9:00 Kong Cricket €'s
1996 Day 1 H/L 10:00 World
M Cycle Champs-Catalunya GP
11:00 ATP Tenmis Waldbaum s
HMamiet Cup Final 12:30 Maribore
League 96 Chinese National
Foolball League Dahan vs
Guangdong 2:30 Inside PGA
Tour 3:00 Trans World Sport
4:30 Hampton Classic 5:00
imernabonal Molorspor News

STAR MOVIES

1:3 Horror  invitation To Heill
15 (Arabic Subtities) 9:30
Classic The Sever Year Mch
PG (Arabwc Subtities) 11:30 Fibm
Chut Love Field 15 (Hind
Subtities) 1:30 Western The
Daughters Of Joshua Cabe
Return 15 (Hindi Subtities) 3:30
Action Lethal Charm 15 (Hindi
Subtities) 5:30 Adventure
Nurses On The Line 15 (Hindi
Subtities) 7:30 Fim Fiction
Watership Down 15 (Hind:
Subtities) 9:00 Exireme Cilose
Up 830 Thus Week That Year
10:00 The Night Before
15 (Hingh btitles) 11:30
Staying Them In The Asles
12:15 Up Against The Mob
Hofta 18 (Aratec Subtities) 2:30
Documentary = 100 Yrs Of
Cinema * incha (Arabwc Subtities)
3:30 Afer Dark  No Way Out
18 (Arabic Subtitles) 5:30
Horror - Creepshow || 18 [Arabic
Sutitities )

ZEE TV

530 Sural 500 The News 630
Jagran 7:00 ZED 8:30 Dream
Merchants 900 Hum Zameen
9:30 Gaane Amjaane 10:00

Salaab10:30 Positive Health
Show 11:00 Apna Ghar/Dak

(Ghar 11:30 Gopabee 12:00 Suno

Suno Trng Tring 12:30 Celeste
1:00 ZED ‘I:ﬂni!ﬂ"‘l Sky Shop
2:30 Tara 3:00 Kurukshetra
3:30 Mere Ghar Ana Zindag
4:00 Manc Ya Na Mano 4:30
Ligat Khana Khanaza 5:00 ZED
5:30 Akbar Barbal 6:00 Canoons
6:30 Love Story 7:00 ZED 7:30

Tol Mol Ke Bol 8:30 TVS Sa Re
Ga Ma 9:30 Campus 1000

Daraar 10:30 The News 11:00
Shehar Aur Sapna 11:30 Close
Up Antakshan 12:00 Panvanan
12:30 Andaz 1:00 9 Malabasr Hl
1:30 Tumhare Liye 2:00 Araby

Programme 4:00 Index 4:30 Al

Out 5:00 Jagran

PTV

800 am Tilawat A .

Hamd™aat 8:20 Cartcor 8.3

Khabram B:45 Abb Paia Challa
9:05 Khat Farmash 9:20
Sargam Sargam 9:45 llaa;-Bill-
Ghiza Pakstan 10:05 Shab
Daigh 10:35 Fitm : Goot
Troop 10:55 Milk Naghma 11:00
Khabrain 11:10 The Samnt
(Roger Moor) 12:00 Shama

(Drama Senal) 12:55pm Quran-
g-Hakeem 1:02 Bismillah 1:15
Angaar (Drama Serial) 2:00
Shehrad (Drama Senal) 2:50
The Face Of Cultural 3:15§
Houshri 3:30 Pamaney 4:00
Ghardan 435 Buwlogy for 10th
G aphy/ Chemustry 5:55 In

ter E:ﬂﬂe Quiz 6:2§ Aiou
Courses T:00 Taranum (Drama
Seral) 7:45 Enghsh News 8:00
Pofluck B:20 Al Baba 8:45 Tum
5S¢ Kahan Tha (Senal) 9:00
Break for Headline News 10:00
Khabarnama 11:15 Classics
Drama Senal J e 12:20
Special TBA 1:00 Khas Khas

« habran/ Close down

SONY ET

§:30am Yaadon K, Baarat 9:00
The Three 9:30 Dennis
The Menace 10:00 | Dream Of
Jeannie 10:30 Surl-Wheel Of
Fortune (Game Show) 11:00
Cover Story-Hostel (Serial)
12:00 Mere Mer et
1:30 Baat Ek Raz W (Senal)
2-30 Cine Matinee-Hind Feature
Fim &4:30 The Rasoi Show

IT'S TIME FOR
THE WEATHER!/

BUT, THERE WAS NO
: WEATHER TOPAY!
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5.30 The Three Stooges 6:00 Janan: 9:30 Pracheer 10:00 WW Amar Prem 12:00 10:40 Silsila 11:00 Song Yatra
Mere Me Meri 6:30 DD 7 Bengali Movie Club Film Show - Manoranjan 12:30 Daane Anar 11:30 Ortem Hit Thai Hit Hai
Dennis The 7:00 Pre- Ke 1:00 Mohd Rafi Special 2:00 12:00 Intezaar

mier 7:30 | Dream of Jeannie 10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Educ Prog ELTV Aaya Saawan 3:00 Shatranj

8:00 Sur-Wheel Of Fortune 8:30  11:00 Nazrulipeti 11:15 Folk 3:30 Fat Or Fit 4:00 Brigadier ZEE CINEMA
Taak Jhaank 9:00 Jevan Mirtu 12:30 Ek Silpi Onek Gaan  12:30am Shammi Kapoor Balwant Bhawan 4:30 The - =
Senal) 9:30 Yeh Sadi Nahi Ho 1:00 Janani 2:30 Ek Diner Sultan  Special 1:30 Dance Dance 2:30 Music Show 5:00 Fauji 5:30 :

Sakti 10:00 Chamatkar (Drama 3:00 Gaan Niye Darpan 3:30  Jugal Jodi 3:30 Party Time 4:30 Jhoomo Nacho 6:30 Dev Anand 6:30 Tarana 7:00 Anjaam 9:00
Senal) 10:30 Ghave 11:00 The Irsha 5:06 Nepal Programme Tarane Aur Fasane 5:30 Special 7:30 Nukkad 8:00 Shooting Shooting 9:30 Film
Y And The Restiess 12:30 5:30 News 5:35 Desh Shammi Kapoor Special 6:30 Hol Se Boilywood 8:20 12:15 Na Jane Kyon 12:30 Film
O Mana (Serial) 1:00 Pehli Khela 6:00 Palli Katha 6:30 Dance Dance T:30 Jugal Jodi Haseen Pal 8:30 Sory Mery 3:15 Shoot Shoot 3:45 Film
Mulakal 1:30 Surl-Wheel Of Batayan 6:56 Arati 7:30 Eang: 8:30 Party Time 9:30 Tarane Lory 9:00 Zandu Baim Dance 6:30 Film Dhakti Soon (Marathi)
Fortune 2:00 Premier 2:30 Sambad 7:8§ Dwwndan 8:00 Aur Fasane 10:30 Kal Bhi Aaj Marua 9:30 Karz 10:00 Foltene 9:15 10:00 Film 12:45
Closed Darshan 8:45 Saptahiu 9:00 Bhi 11:00 Ten B Chup 11:30 Chalo Cinema 10:30 Stand By Film 3:30 4:00 Film

by Jim Davis

HEY! THIS JOB IS
EASY WHEN ¢00
DON'T GET OUT
OF YOUR CHAIR




