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Act Fast

Singled out and condemned stmn,g‘ly as the cul-
pable party in last Thursday's tale of civic suffer-
ings, the Water Supply and Sewage Authority
NFASAJ of Dhaka has stirred forth. Its officials re-
portedly consulted legal experts to seek an end to a
court order prohibiting the government aﬁenc to
pursue its developmental plans. City dwellers
would like to believe that the removal of this legal
bar would pave the way for Dhaka WASA to re-
trieve from memory's store house a city unfamiliar
with the phenomenon of water-logging. Even after
thanking WASA generously for planting in us
seeds of such banal optimism couple of questions
continue to disturb the peace of our commonsense.
Did not WASA, foresee the problems while
chalking up the plan to improve Dhaka's drainage
system with things like box culverts and storm
sewage? Or. if thfa' saw it coming why did they get
on with it in the first place knowing fully well the
monstrous multiplication of miseries unfinished
Brﬂ]ﬁtts might cause? A little less indifference, a
ttle more caring of the conscience would have
spared the urbanites the trouble they had te put up
with on that and many more unjudged days.
If today they attribute their helplessness in alle-
viating the sufferings of the city people to legal
problems can be it asked in all fairness what their
yesterday was occupied with? Public service?
Seemingly not. Probably because Dhaka is
quintessentially a metropolis begotten by unplan-
ness that people who live on tax-paying citizens’
money as the guardians of public service, can get
away with such mayhem of commonsense.
WASA must fight out of the mess it is in, fast. We
believe given an integrated approach and coordi-
nation among the concerned quarters, it should
not take long to see the deadlock off because the
matter is of public interest. Looking beyond the le-
al wrangle, the formation of a task force looks
ike what the doctor ordered. Let a high powered
committee de#Mwith the snags and bottlenecks
hindering WASA's performance.

What To Do with Returnees

The evacuation of the Bangladesh working force
from UAE, coming as unfriendly and as suddenly
as a bolt from the blue, has three main aspects the
government will find it hard to grapple satisfacto-
rilg'y. First, how to get all of them out before the cut-
oft date, September 30, secondly, what will happen
to those o cannot make it by the deadline and
what can the government do to minimise their or-
deal; three, what will the government do about the
returnees.

The first two tasks are gigantic, But the govern-
ment is completely seized of the facts and needs of
the case and we believe it will do all in its power to

et the best results out «! .n impossible situation.
ut aspect number tliv is more important in
many ways. One thing must be ruled out at the out-
set. The returnees must not be put on a dole-list.
The government has much more to do for them if it

_can appreciate what expatriates had been doing for
“ouf"'nation’ over "the”years. Almost all of the
100.000-plus Bangladeshi expatriates in UAE have
been regularly remitting money back home, what-
ever the seem. Expatriate money is surely one great
mainstay of our national economy.

How can we repay that at their time of the great-
est need? The foreign nations do not pay the expa-
triates for nothing. Each of them have to be good
value for the money they get. Not all of them are
unskilled labour hands. Most have by now picked
%’J some trades and profession and certain skills.

e

propose to the government that a separate fund

be founded to set ug the repatriates according to
their capacity — in business and in jobs. The last
thing that should happen to them is for them to be-
come liabilities for the society.

The UAE action should have come with some no-
tice. We can hardly complain about it because it
has also hurt our neighbours India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and the Philippines. But how can we forget
how Bangladesh received Al-Nahyan when the
head of the Emirates came here on a state visit. It
was far more than a state visit he got — not in
terms of glitter®ut in warmth and in whatever he
was pleased. One thought these matters of friend-
ship bursting out of bounds of forms, also counted
in interstate relationship. There is no denying we
have been disappointed. Some among us placing
much value on the so-called ummah must have
been rudely shocked. Not by the decision to push
out foreign workers but by the way this is being cﬁ:ne.

Explosive Situation at CU
Yesterday was the fourth day of a BCL-imposed
siege of the Chittagong University. This news by it-
self would show the student party in a wrong light.
F@r this is but in reply to a what has been claimed
by as complete takeover of the university by the
Shibir — the student front of the Jamaat-e-Islami.
Perhaps BCL has done an unwise thing. For, the
, news is that taking full advantage of the absence of
 general students and many teachers and officers —
‘the Shibir has turned the whole campus into a
highly fortified citadel, teeming with arms and
ling in armed cadres from Jamaat strongholds
such as Rajshahi. The idea is to physically render
the universit{r inaccessible to all those who do not
owe their allegiance to Shibir and subscribe to
their view of things. A bloody encounter is shaping
up there at Fatehabad.

This comes at a moment things at Dhaka Uni-
versity were being ironed out with a great and sus-
tained efforts — thanks to the stand-in VC's un-
§rudging pains. Although the latest news — that of

CD threatening to revert to their old programme
| to wreck the university's normal working — is not
encouraging in any way.

The universities must be universities and
continue to be so. On Saturday a murdered studen-

t's body was found at BAU. There has been trouble

at all our universities these past months. Khulna
and Kushtia has joined the traditionally sick ones
of Rajshahi, Chittagong and Dhaka. BUET, the
| model university bent on nothing but learning and
| performance — has also joined the wa ones.

Here is a genuine test fgr the present govern-
ment. Those not wanting it to succeed to bring
normality and right academic atmosphere in the
universities, may not quite be helpful to the -
ernment's efforts that is one part of the problem.
E:t the worse part is when student bodies wanting

t to succeed in all respect put up im-
ble and absurd im ts to it,p Can
he government do anything worthwhile without

setting things right at Dhaka, or say Shah Jalal —

which was the most improbable case of student
) fracas among all? = E

] is also de

#

PRC: Prime

DGAR Snow, perhaps
E the first historian on

China, could not find
anything better than Alexis de
Tocqueville to conceive of his
inner views on China: "Men
will not receive the truth from
their enemies and it is very
seldom offered to them by their
friends.” It is a truth in
microcosm vis-a-vis Bangla-

desh

We live in a very small
world. For Bangladesh, it is
even smaller. And it is fast
shrinking to a point when we
cannot countenance anything
that may bring some good to
this cuunu;y In 21 years of our

oll

existence owing the August
15, 1975 ., we have been
telling our that tremen-

dous development work has
been done. In the past five years
in particular a cacophony of of-
ficial ncements has been
derived into the ears to make us
believe that milk and hopen

were round the corner. Jus:

us little tirme

The long-awaited rain
to Bangladesh on 17 and |~
Septem to a thirsty pared

earth of the metropolis; we
thanked God and rain-god in
particular, for listening to our
prayers Dhaka had experienced
after all one of its most dry
monsoons. But lo and behold!
When the rain came it left a
situation of an abstract art or a
cataclysmic configuration The
‘Wall Street' of Dhaka was
water-logged! Knee-deep water
with boats plying around, the
FBCCI reception for the Prime
Minister had to be delayed by
more than five hours! If this is
the outcome ol the buzz and
hum of development e ri-
enced by us over the paa’?ﬁw
mrs then only God can save us
at happened to the FAP pro
jects to save Dhaka? So much
money was brought ter the
1988 floods! UN special™Session
was held. Jacque Attali came
with President Mitterrand. But
some powerful ministers ol Be-
gum Zia even suggested — Lhere
was no llooding in 1988! But
what happened to the money?
Two weeklies and one daily
have not found comfort in the
visit of the Prime Minister to

Minister's

Interactions between Beufdndﬂﬁu!mc“h; foo in
contacts with China can bring o lot of good to us. W hereas the Chi

First Official Itin

pragmatic, our philosophy grew with a leaven of ascefic other- worldliness withamix of emotionalism.

China. All kinds of reasonings.
mostly | ary, some wish-
ful, are thrown around to con-
fuse the people. Inter-state vis-
its and tete-a-tete at summit
level are the norms in modern
day diplomacy. It has happened
in the past when ambassadors
and envoys took the brunt in
conducting relations between
the kings and emperors, satraps
and potentates. Today. com-
munications have changed all
that.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina s official visit to China
has to be seen in this light |
remember a day in 1980 or 198]
in New York when | bumped
into an album of photographs
at the residence of Ambassador
KM Kaiser We were Tll:{ﬂ"lﬂ to
speak to Prof Shamsul Huq and
late president Ziaur Rahman in
(;uinea for ﬂnnwﬁptnt re-
lease of S AM S Ki . as Kurt
Waldheim wanted. for appoint-
ing him as ESCAP's Executive
Secretary. The album to me was
an experience never to for-

otten. Bangabandhu Sheikh

ujibur Rahman's visits to
China in 1954 and 1957 The
photographs showed™ how
warmly received was the young
Bengali leader by both Mao Tse
Tung and Chou En Lai. Numer
ous other photos showed the
Bengali leader with other Chi
nese leaders. including the
People's Liberation rmy.
Chow En Lal's visit to Dhaka in
1956 again gave the two leaders
an o rtunity to meet.

China is a continent by it-
self So Is India. Interactions
between Bengal and China have
not been too infrequent. On a
purely phllumfpmral plane. our
contacts with China can bring a
lot of good to us. Whereas the
Chinese were Instinctively
worldly-wise and pragmatic.
our philosophy grew with a
leaven ol ascetic other-worldli
ness with a mix ol emotional
ism. Conlucius could appear
only in China whereas Buddha
could only come in India. The

Venetian globe-trotter Marco
Polo vi the court of Kubla
Khan in 1271 and witnessed the
great splendours in China.
commerce and culture flourish-
ing. Kubla Khan's kingdom be-
queathed to us one of the great-
est works of art, the unfinished
poem, Xanadu. The sure
garden of Kubla Khan is both a
precursor of symbolism and
surrealism. Pax Brittanica of
the 19th century gave way to the
Pax Americana of the present.
We should be ready. therefore.
to see the next millennium with
China and India as dominant
actors in the region. The Greek
historian Megasthenes was in
Pataliputra where Chan-
dragupta Maurya established

ENCHIRIDION

Wabhiur Rahman

his Pax Indiana. while about
the same time the atest Hun
ruler Wu-Ji brought the great
Chinese peace in central and
eastern Asia

The visit of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to China
achieved all that was set out in
the agenda. The four agree
ments including a 30-million-

yuan grant and a 100-million
yuan soft loan were signed dur
ing the visit Besides one
Agreement on the avoidance of
dlouble taxation was also signed
paving the way for qualitative
improvemnent in future Chinese
investment in Bangladesh
China has already taken a big
art in the improvement of in
rastructure in the country
Their phenomenal success in
literacy, In crime prevention.
in population control and
Fuvrrir alleviation must have
igured prominently during the
visit ol the Primme Minister
Agriculture is still our main-

stay Motia Chowdhury must
have taken advantage of the
visit in better tools in
using back home. With Hong
Kmmsgt;:acm a part of China
fn 1 . the Prime Minister has
shown great vision and states-

manship in the last
leg of her tour in British
colony. We have to in-

vestment at a speed h
will b;ll‘. other negative factors
impeding speedy economic

owth. gwnfeemr a billion

lar commitment in the -
vale sector and more S
C . It is not at all an Im-
possible task to attain 7 per
cent GDP growth and raising
the investment growth rate to

25 per cent. In Security sec-

tor also there is considerable
cooperation between the two
countries and there is no reason
why the two countries cannot
work together to sustain this
cooperation Certain needed
emphasis on the further devel-
opment of bilateral defence co-
operation will be an important
factor to negate any fear. real

on perceived, of the so-called
axis known to have played a
role in the tension-ridden

events of 18-20 Mg. 1996

It is true that China initially
acted against our Liberation
struggle But China also did not
come to the assistance of Pak-
istan, as the Pakistan military-
bureaucratic combine made t
world believe, when the crunch
came Ambassador KM Kaiser
not particularly sympathetic to
our cause at that timme, in his
remarks at the Pakistan En-
voy's Conference in Geneva, on
August 24, and 25, 1971, stated
the obwvieus: "China wanted

non-intervention.” he said.
‘China advised for a political
settlement. China is ready to
ive aid for rehabilitation of
ast Pakistan economy. The
Chinese press did not publicise
the Indo-Soviet treaty. China
intends to hen relations
with Afghanistan, Ceylon,
Nepal and Bosnia. China would

like to see Pakistan active in
the politics of Indo-China "

iser was not sure about the
nature of Chinese help in case
of a war between India and Pak-
istan. He added: "Private
sources indicated that arms
shipment to Pakistan since
March 25. 1971 was almost nil .~
The strategic thinking of China
was that the National Libera-
tion War in Bengal would go in
favour of the people of

g::s%actshmn Kaiser opted for
much later Because
of China connection. he was
senit to Burma Bangabandhu
as our amha.uﬂ:-r

China is a many splen-
doured reality While they
slowed down their military
shipment to Pakistan during
nur War of Liberation. China
vetoed our entry to the UN till
! ember 17. 1974 Since then
relationship has grown at a
steady pace It is interesting to
note that a diplomat from
Bangladesh played the role of a
catalyst in arranging
Kissinger's secret visit to China.
which was followed by the his-
toric Sino-American summit.
Soon after we started working
together, Bangladesh. as a
member of the Security Coun-
cil. came to the assistance of
China In the adoption of the
cease-fire resolution on China-
Vietnam conflict in 1980 |
clearly remember the s
day in which over half a dozen
sessions took place between the
Chinese ambassador and our
PR to thrash out the resolution.
Hurweimn Ole Oigard and
Swedish PR Thunburg t her
helped us craft this resolution
bringing to an end the conflict

Inerary

&l.pﬂ’ﬁiw;ﬂme,ﬂr
were inslinctively worldly- wise and

that was an embarrassment for

the Chinese
A resur China with 13
per cent GDP growth was the

natural first stop of the Prime
Minister. Besides investment
and trade. China is a good ex-
ample of history being put in
perspective. China is one coun-
try where any effort to distort
history is universally derided.
The brutality of the colonial
Europe figures as pr

in Chinese history as the
shameful T:rlum wars imposed
on China, Japanese occupation
of Manchuria or the prevention

of China from occu its
rightful place in the Na-
tions till 26th session of the

UNGA in 1971 are textbook
rimers in China. Don't we
ve a lot to learn from them in

this as well?
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijib

would muse about China: |
heard him speaking about

China several times while in

Geneva in 1972, In 1973 also,

while on a short stay in Geneva
on way back from Ottawa
Commonwealth summit. he
mentioned about his visits to
China in the early '50s and need
for agpruprlat: relationship
with this big Asian neighbeur.
He was unhappy about
role for pressurising China in
withholding recognition of
Bangladesh. though he was
supremely confident that the
day was not far off when the
rec tion would come.
Sheikh Hasina's China visit
in 1993 as opposition leader
and the present official visit as
the Chief Executive of the coun-
try closes one chapter — an im-
portant chapter in the two
countries relationship. The
window of opportunity that
opens up with the latest visit
A mhrhn s Ba:;gl:dc-h closer
to t millennial c ul'.hz
ﬂiace in the Pacific gm. Wi
yanmar becoming an ASEAN
member. Bangladesh will then
be connected overland with the
Association of South East Asia.
We can act as the SAARC
to take advantage of the mo-
mentous developments of the
Asia Pacific century to the ben-
efit of not only Bangladesh but
the whole South Asian region.

Mgeting the Threat of International Com

ECENT trade liberaliza-

tion policies in Bangla-

desh have made a
variety of foreign-made pro-
ducts available to local con
sumers. As these products con-
tinue to make inroads and gain
greater mascket share. their
challenge to the local industries
will also increase. Instead of
withstanding these challenges
by adopting a competitive ori-
gulauion, there is a tendency
among local industrialists to
lean toward "protectionism.
While such a stance may benefit
infant industries in the short
run, reverting to protectionist
ideals can be self-defeating be-
cause the actual or perceived
threat of competition can have
beneficial effects. For example.
consumers can benefit by paﬂg—
ing less for better and more effi-
ciently produced goods. More-
over, foreign competition can
challenge local industries to

define their niches and bediiiig

more efficient in these niches.
After all, Bangladesh cannot be
competitive in every class of
products.

To gain Huund against the
international players requires,
as a starting point, abandoning
company orientations that em-
phasize the stance "sell what
you can make": instead. local
industries must adopt a more
market-driven philosophy that
siresses "make what you can
sell.” Adoption of the latter per-
spective, which em es the
essence of long-term™ticcess, is
best begun by understanding
and adapting to the needs and
WEI:i'ltS of the cusmmerl.]Tu this
end, it is important thatgpocal
firms cnnducﬁr invest in mar-
ket research to understand.
first hand. where they are weak
and what is the best recourse to
regaining lost market shares.
By taking a proactive stance
and relying on market infor-
mation that monitors every

This setback is perhaps

it i it
advﬂwia?mfhaﬂnwoﬂcn

reversible if it exhorts the ke
for the Government and

by Dr Syed Saad Andaleeb

future that both les are committed to. In this vi

high time that t

rules of the game are redefined

prevailed. Through
4

managers so that a winning strategy can evolve. It can be done when the players muster their genuine

wish and desire of the con-
SLIICTS, a.-Wluing strategy can
b devaised.

Unfortunately. a cursory
survey of a variety ol local
firms indicates that. even when
faced with serious competition,
they do not invest in market re-
search that can provide crucial
information. To thwart com-
petitors, they must learn to
track consumer needs over time
because the ultimate route to
success in the marketplace is
via winning the hearts and
minds of the consumer.

For far too long, the pro-
tected industries have contin-
ued to thrust shoddy, cheap un-
safe, and unhygienic products
on the hapless consumer. Many
of these products would not see
the light of day in the interna-
tional market. And the con-
sumer has suffered many a
tribulation from these gener-
ally undesirable products. As
they suffered. apparently, they
did not forget their bad experi-
ences. The quick dominance
and market share gains ol for-
eign products bear testimony to
this contention.

It is important first to see
where Lthe local products have
failed the better-deserving con-
sumers of Bangladesh. To do so.
selectedd Bangladeshi products
were rated relative to foreign
products. Feedback was ob-
tained directly from the con-
sumers through a survey.

Because ol resource con-

straffits. & smah Sl

sa -
lected. Three product categories
— toothpaste, detergents, and
fruit-juices — were examined.
[Data were collected by a small
group of inquisitive and enthu-
siastic students from Indepen-
dent University. Bangladesh, a
private university in the coun-
iry.
The lindings indicate the
following : In the toothpaste
category, the Bangladeshi
brand was rated the lowest on
attributes such as attractive-
ness ol the package. pleasing
colours. information content
on the package. social appeal of
the brand, ability to clean teeth
and protect the gums, ability to
freshen breath, ability to pre-
vent decay. ease of use, and good
flavour. However, the
Bangladeshi brand was rated
high on two characteristics —
having a pleasing brand name
and being economical.

In the fruit-juice category,
the Bangladeshi brand rated
lowest on attractiveness of the
package and the colours used,
ease of opening the packaﬁf,*
information content on the
package, hygiene factor, fresh-
ness and nutritional wvalue,
However, the local brand name
was again rated as most pleas-
ing. It was also deemed most
economical and matched the
foreign brands on social appeal.
The local brand also matched
both foreign brands on ade-

willingness to respond to the challenges

quacy.of the quantity provided.,

In the deter category, the

Bangladeshi brand rated lowest
on the attractiveness of the
package, pleasing colours, ease
of opening the package, social
appeal, protective packaging ( 1.
€., ability to protect and pre-
serve the package contents),
i;uah‘ty (having no adverse ef-
ects on the skin). information
content on the package, foam
producing capability, cleaning
ability, fragrance, and fresh-
ness imparted to the clothing.
However, it was again rated as
most economical.

These ratings indicate where
Bangladeshi products are defi-
cient and lack their competitive
edge. One clear message is that
local entrepreneurs must learn

to compete on both price and .

non-price variables. nomi-
cal products are not necessarily
what all consumers want as re-
flected by market segments who
wani other benefits ( e. g. social

esteem and status). Marketers
must strive Lo provide these

benelits.

Another message to the local
industrial enterprises is Lhat
while conditions of a seller's
market may have lulled them
into complacence, open niarket
conditions will no longer allow
that state to continue. Given the
resurgence that Asian en-
trepreneurs (from Malaysia,
Indonesia. Hong Kong. Singa-
pore, and others in the region)
are demonstrating. the wake-up
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Advertisement and
media ethics

Sir, The BTV and other me-
dia have been showing various
advertisements, and in the re-
cent times, there has been an
increasing trend of advertise-
ments highlighting cosmetics
which "make the skin white
from dark.” And the most objec-
tionable portion of these adver-
tisements has been the showing
that if some females are pos-
sessing dark skin, they are not

oing to be loved or get married.
personally feel that this is ob-
jectionable on three grounds: a)

this is a clear expression of ,

racism as it openly advertises
that dark skin is not apprecia-
ble, b) the other aspect is gender
inequality — all the related ad-
vertisements show that only
the dark females need to trans-
form their skin in order to be
‘acceptable’; are the dark males
‘unacceptable'? and c) the effec-
tiveness of these so-called skin
transforming cosmetics are
also not unquestionable.

The other advertisement
which hurts the moral of the
society is that of the so-called
'note-books' which are pub-
lished by the various publish-
ers. These advertisements
clearly show that note-books
are essential for good results.
But, this is also unethical as: a)
note-books cannot ensure
results rather they prevent the
thoughts and imagination of
the learners from having a free

. flow and virtually destroy the
desire to learn and create and b)
the quali 1: hﬂmnel ‘note-books’

e.

S50, | believe the media
should re-examine thed# two
kinds of advertisements. Media
as a vehicle of the standard of
the society must uphold the eth-
ical standards also d must
have the dignity to eXiress the
just. It has definitely nothing to
lose in any terms if these types
of ridiculous and unethical ad-
vertisements are stopped im-
mediately,

M Ziaul Haque
86 (New) Kalabagan, Second
Lane, Dhaka-1205
Preventive cure
Sir, Recently, we have been
coming across news about po-
lice-muggers clashes. It is no
doubt a good news to know that
our police have come forward to
take drastic measures like
shooting out criminals while
discharging their duty. At the
same time, it is also very
painful to know that many
pedestrian and other innocents
ot killed in such encounters.
e situation is indeed very
crucial. Our police have got to
play their part to remain tal
against criminals but at the
same time, must also do some-
thing to protect or saveguard

the innocen i
EI IUE!EI: Bf:?l ;:ulice should

introduce a loud peached siren
on such situation and in graves
condition — like in crowded
public movement — should
use uiliser bullets at mug-
ers, robbers etc. Later, put
them to imprisonment. |
strongly believe in the
“Prevention is better than cure."

So, why must we wait for things

to happen. To prevent crime.

criminals have got to be prop-
erly manoeuvered for instance,
constant raids on every suspi-
cious dents." Stop every sus-
ts for vigorous body check.
he law enforcing agency
should remain severe against
any nepotism or in other words
no political or outside influ-
ence.

K Vigar Moinuddin
Dhaka

"Paralysed

Generation"

Sir, At first [ would like to
thank you for your liberal atti-
tude to express different opin-
ions of different persons in
your newspaper.

On September 10, 1996 a
write-up of Dilara m, was
published in The Daily Star
under the heading "Paralysed
Generation”. And ber 16,
1996 a letter was published in
this pa and that was also
under the same hea . In the
second one, Shahrukh Sohel

uestioned that how did the.
amily of Ziaur Rahman, made
several crores within a few
ears after his death. | thank
m for that question. But what
I would like to say that Dilara
Begum opines her beliefs and
she said nothing in favour of
Zia's family members. She em-
hasised on some values as
onesty patriotism etc. May be
Zia's family members are cor-

rupted. But it is a very simple

logic that an honest son is
not responsible for his rela-
tives' dishonesty after his

death. The fact is that Ziaur
Rahman did not favour his rel-
atives when he was in power.

Mr Shahrukh also ques-
tioned about Zia's patriotism
and at the same time he blamed
the writer not to mention the
name of the founding father of
the nation. He wan to say
that Ziaur Rahman was not re-
ally a patriot. Suppose that Zi-
aur Rahman was not really a
gatriot. then what about

heikh Mujib? How the so-
called "paralysed Eeneratlunu"
thinks that Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was a man of real pa-
triotic zeal? 1 only want to men-
tion the Farakka issue. The new

eneration thought that Sheikh

ujib was responsible for the
sufierings caused by Farakka.
Because, when India finished
the construction of the Farakka
Barrage, it signed a treaty with
Bangladesh by which it got the
permission to test experiment
the effectiveness of the newly
built barrage. The question is:
wl? permitted to do
so? What was our necessity?
What national interest of
Bangladesh is gained is return
of this? How could a t pa-
triot like Sheikh Mujib ignore
tl;c?uuﬂeﬂngl of his own peo-
ple

Mr Shahrukh alse ques-
tioned about the awareness of
real his . I thank him. His-
tory says that the rise of the
Bangalee nation older than the
rise of Sheikh Mujib. Haji Ilias
is the founder of na-
tion. Because he for the first
time united the whole |
zone and from then B
nationalism arose.

Uttara, Dhaka-1230

call that Bangladeshi con-
suitiers have placed to local en-
trepreneurs exhorts them to
shape up or take a back seat to

IMore en products that
cater better to consumer needs
in Bangladesh.

It is also crucial for the Gov-
ernment to play a more sup-
porting and professional role
with local entrepreneurs.
requires the adoption of
steps that include rooting out
corruption (Bangladesh ranked
No. 4 in corruption behind
Nigeria, Pakistan and Kenya in
a recent Time Magazine report),

easing the many restrictions
and barriers that the Govern-
mernt continues to impose on its
business community, providing
access to information on mar-
ket conditions, and staying out
of the daily affairs of the en-

This set

pgtition

cerning consumers will demand
greater quality, value, service
and satisfaction.

The no-confidence vote that
consumers have cast
local products not only reflects
on the local enterprises and
their capabilities; it is also a
clear denunciation of the poli-
cies of past Governments and
their administrators and
agents who have failed to create
an Jw‘rﬂnﬂ:ﬂt in which lecal
products can succeed and thrive
when t:goued to competition.

ack is perhaps re-
versible if it exhorts the key
players to act decisively on the

consumer's vote. In this

it is important for the Govern-

ment and industry to forge
partnership relations
abandon the adversarial ones
that
Through this new
they must create a vision of the
future that both parties are
committed to.
the idea of serving
sumer is paramount. It is high
lime that the rules of the game
are redefined by the new Gov-
ernment along with industry
owners and managers so that a
winning strat
can be done
muster their genuine willinff
ness to respond to the chal-

and

revailed.
ationship

have often

In this vision.
the con-

can evolve. [t
en the players

trepreneurs. By doing so. it can
help local entrepreneurs be-
come more vibrant and self-re-
liant. Eventually. local indus-
tries could become a competi-
tive torce, first at home and
then in the more daunting ex-
port markets where more is-

lenges.

The writer is a visilt As-
sociation Professor at | n-
dent University, Bangladesh.
He teaches Marketing at the
Pennsylvania State University,
Erie.

RAJUK’s

In the issue of September 18,
1996 of "The Daily Star"” there
was an editorial under the cap-
tion "RAJUK Must lain". At-
tention of the RAJUK has par-
ticularly been drawn to the
subject of collapsing of build-
ings either during construction
or alter construction in the
Dhaka city areas which falls
within UK's jurisdiction.

With n:fard to the construc-
tion of building of whatever na-
ture, hc:i%hl. imension or de-
sign, the law that governs such
construction is "The Building
Construction Act, 1952". Under
the existing rules and laws. any
Ecrsnn willing to construct any

uilding as residential, com-
mercial etc., a building plan
consisting of architectural de-
sign in its different phases, pre-
pared by architects, is submit-
ted to the Building Construction
Committee (B.C. Committee).
RAJUK for its examination and
approval.
his particular plan is
commonly known as the archi-
tectural design plan of the
building proposed to be con-
structed on a particular site.
Corresponding to such architec-
tural design plan, structural de-
sign has to be prepared by an
neer or under the supervi-
sion of an engineer. All these
design plans are at the
responsibility of the persons
wishing to construct the build-
ing. The B.C. Committee, RA-
JUK examines only the archi-
tectural design plan vis-a-vis
the site in question i.e.. whether
the constructing person has
conformed to the requirement
as to the various spaces to be
left vacant around the building
site plan as per rules and as to
the permissible height in the
locality. As far as the structural
design is concerned, it is outside
the purview of the Authorised
Officer or B.C. Committee, RA-
JUK — rather it is the res -
bility of the owner of the b!ﬂd-

. In its lawful lity.
B.C. Committee, m after
being satisfied on examining

i

Explanation

the architectural design plan |
submitted E}r ITE constructing
PETSon, suc nis ﬂ)rnvu:l
After apprgval. UK's re-
sponsibﬂlt}r goes to the extent
of periodical supervision as to
whether such building is
constructed as pcrngp ll'::;:\tgg
plan and in that RAJUK's offi-
cials concerned particularly
examine whether required
spaces are left around the struc-
ture being built up. If any devia-
tion is found, officials con-
cerned take proper steps. In the
case of failure of RAJUK's su-
sory staff in such res -
gfnhil?ty.rgtaﬂ's are taken to m.
Whenever any member of the
public brings any deviation ei-
ther of rules or ol approved plan
to the notice of the authority, it
is always appreciated by .
JUK. Public co-operation and
participation, therefore, is al-
ways essential for developing

healthy and quality construc-
tion of buildings.

In the case referred to in the
write-up RAJUK has already
taken action against its super-
vising staff for failing to take
proper supervision and also on
the owner of the building con-
cerned for violation of the ap-

ved building plan, and that

uilding plan has already been
canceled. For future caution,
RAJUK has already constituted
a Task Force to examine and
find out constructions in viola-
tion of apﬁmved plan and also
to locate the endangered build-
ings and to take appropriate le-
gal action.

In order to avoid repetition
of such dangerous building-
collapses, faulty constructions
violations of approved plan and
unauthorised constructions,
RAJUK makes a fervent n.pm
to the people to construct t
buildings nrmrdlrﬁ to the plan

by RAJUK, using good
and reliable building materials.

Secretary, RAJUK
We very much appreciate
RAJUK's stance responding
to owur editorial— thor
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