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Construction of box-culvert

Govt to seek withdrawal
of stay order

The government, to alleviate
public suffering for waterlog-
ing in the city, will go Lo court
or withdrawal of the injunc-
tion on construction of a box-
culvert from Segunha%{ha to
Kamalapur. reports UNB.

A team of Dhaka WASA led
by its Managing Director, Dr
Azharul Haq. yesterday dis-
cussed the matter with Attorney
General Barrister KS Nabi, offi-
cial sources said.

After examining the ln[]unr-
tion. the Attorney General's ol-
fice will move to the courl lo
withdraw the stay order on
construction of the box-culvert
considering peoples plight
caused by the stagnation of rain
water in the capital.

An unprecedented waterlog-

ng almost paralysed the fi[{
ife causing endless public sul-
fering and massive traffic-con-
gestiun on Thursday., City
wellers are worried about any
other water-stagnation that
t occur even after a moder-

ate rain.

The waterlogging. engineers
and rts opined. is occurring
mainly for faulty drainage sys-
tem of Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (W :

Engineers and officials at
WASA, however, think that the
water-stagnation had not taken
place if the construction work
of the box-culvert from Segun-
bagicha to Kamalapur could be
completed in due time.

ey hoped that there would
be no waterlogging in the city in
the next monsoon if the box-
culvert as part of WASA
drainage network is con-
struc after withdrawal of the
three injunction orders. "There
is no possibility to get rid ol the
problem in the current season.”

According to WASA sources
the major part of work of the
drainage network that included
construction of storin sewerage
line and box-culverts, and re-
excavation of canals, has al-
rea%'l been completed.

e Segunbagicha-Kamala-
pur box-culvert is not being
completed as authorities of a
mosque and two families
cases and court imposed injunc-
tion on its construction at three

i1ils,

The WASA officials saild
tliose who had liled cases are
not genuine owners ol land on
which the box-culvert will go
on. They are claiming govern-
ment's khas land as their own
holding. said an official of the
WASA

Meanwhile. WASA officials
are highly disappoimnted over
Dhaka City Corporation's stand
on Thursday's waterlogging. On
the day. DCC Mayor accused the
WASA ol not taking any initia
tive Lo remove water-stagnation
problem.

DU VC panel polls

White panel
finalises 1ts
candidates

By DU Correspondent

Pro-BNF While panel yester-
day nominated three candi
dates for the election ol VC
panel for Dhaka University
scheduled to be held on Septeni-
ber 25.

The nominees are: Dr Wakil
Ahmed, former pro-VC, Prof
Mahmudul Amin ol Zoology
Department and Prol Sultan
Hossain, Dean ol the Faculty of
Zoology.

The nominations were fi-
nalised at a meeting of the DU
senators belonging to White
anel with Prof Safi Chowd-
ury in the chair.

The senate will elect the
three-member VC panel.

Meanwhile, the pro-Awami
League Blue panel will finalise
its panel today through secret
ballot from among the egrlier
selected six candidates. They
are: Prof AK Azad Chowdhury
ol Pharmacy Department, Prof
M Aminul Islam of Geography,
Prof Sahdat Ali of Zoology.
Prof Mosiuzzaman of Chem
istry. Prof Mostafa Chowdliii--
ol. Political Science and |
ATM Zahurul Haque of L«
nomics Department.

3-member team

From Page 1

According to its preliminary
schedule, the delegation is ex-
pected to hold talks with Indian
on September 25 and 26.
it was learnt by The Daily Star
yesterday. If required, the team
could extend the duration of its

stay in New Delhi. 5
e experts leam wou Te-
pare the groundwork for a WI::IlEI“
sharing agreement between the

lwo countries.

Officials said, the two sides
would compare the data and
would also try te reconcile the

differences on the quantum of

flow of Ganges water during the
SEASOn.

The official expert level dis-
cussions may begin with the In-
dian External airs Minister
on the opening day while the
main talks would be held at a
sl:jnllar level as the Bangladesh
side.

The Delhi meeting is ex-
pected to be the beginning of a
series of consultations between
Dhaka and New Delhi on arriv-
ing
perts level based on political
understanding between the two
governments," said one official.

at a consensus al the ex-

Gold haul

From Page 1

Gulshan Section-1. the sources
added. Acting on a tip-off, Cus-
toms personnel to Gulshan to
contact the firm for opening the
packels in presence of its repre-
sentatives, Bul they could not
trace any such firm there.

Later, at about 3:15 pm yes-
terday, the cartons were opened
at the airport cargo complex in
presence of senior customs offi-
cials and officials of ZIA and
various law enforcing agencies.
Customs sources said, adding
that they found 600 pieces of
gold biscuits in one carton and
375 pieces in another,

Two other packets which
carried the same address were
full of electronic goods.

Earlier, in 1993 smuggled
gold worth about Tk four crore
and in 1990 gold worth about
Tk 2.4 crore were seized at ZIA,
the sources recalled.

Meanwhile, securit
stepped up at airport fnﬁu

. the seizure of gold.

The seized gold would be
handed over to the Bangladesh
Bank authorities on comple-
tion of official formalities
within a day or two, a senior
Customs official said.

was
wing

Rao quits as Cong chief

From Page |

for personal appearance on
later dates." a Criminal Bureau

of Investigation officials saicl
today.

Chandraswami. who sup-
posedly counts kin
dents among his followers, and
his associate Kailash Nath Ag-

arwal were arrested by federal
ectives in Ma
housed at New

curily Tihar Jail.

Denying the accusalions
against him, Rao said he was
quitting "in the interests of the
party.” The decision put a vir-
tual end to a 50-year political
career that culminated with the

a-year leadership of India that
saw dramatic changes.

"During the period I was in
positions of power, including
that of prime minister, 1 have
not done anything violative of
law, nor have [ done anything
which might bring discredit to
my party .or my government,”
hé said in a statement read by a
parly spokesman.

Four court cases a
him, stemming from alle
corruption before or during his
premiership, fueled the pres-

Ihi's high-se-

nst

sure from party dissidents.

The C will begin im-
mediately to look for a new
leader. is no heir appar-

ent, and it may see a heated and
dmml.-:mta}nrt.

and presi-

and have been

India’'s main opposition
patly welcomed the resignation
ol lormer premier PV
Narasimha Rao as president of
the Con s Party.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) said the century-old
Congress was now a spent force.
"It is a piece ol history, a relic of
the past," BJP leader Yashwant
Sinha told AFP. "It is only the
beginning of the end for the
Congress."

e Communist Party of In-
dia-Marxist (CPI-M)'s general
secretary, Harkishen Singh
Surjeet, said: "Rao had no other
course open but to resign. This
is the first time a former prime
minister has been indicted in a
criminal case.”

- 'li'té;l(}:ummuniat Party of In-
a ., 4 partner in the ru
coalition government of Priu;llcg
Minister HD Deve Gowda. said
Rao should have resigned much
earlier. _

The critics of Rao within the
Co ss P eed.

"He did the right thing," rebel
Congress leader K Karunakaran
said. "There is no question of
asking him to take back his res-
ignation." '

Sharad Pawar, a member of
the party's decision making
body, the Congress Working
Committee, said Rao's decision
upheld "the high traditions ol
the Congress."
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BCL activist
killed on Agri

Varsity campus

MYMENSINGH. Sept 21: One
college stu-lent was killed by
some unidentified miscreants
at the foot of the under-con-
struction freedom fighters
monument on the Aﬁnrultur:
University campus here Jast
night. reports BSS
The body bore several marks
ol stab injury
The victim was identified as
Suhan Rashid, son of one Abdur
Rowul A second year student of
Nasirabad College, Suhan was a
Chhatra League worker
A knife was recovered from
the spot

A conference of culture
University unit of Chhatra
League is scheduled to be held

lOIMOrrow

Deadlock at CU

continues

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 21: The
indefinite ult.[fe enforced at the
Chiitagong University by ‘he
ruling party s student front
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL} continued {or third day
today

BCL supporters called the
siege programme protesting
Tuesday s campus nce.

Campus sources said the
university authorities had been
making efforts to bring about a
reconciliation between the
feuding factions.

Classes were not held today
while most ol the general stu-
dents vacated the halls fearing
an outbreak ol violence. tLhe
sources said.

The universily authorities
pus:'gzl::led all examinations till
Oct 1.

The supporters of BCL and
Islami Chhatra Shibir again
staged separate demonstration
loday. the campus sources said.

No fresh incident of violence
was reported though tension
remained high.

A large number of police re-
mained on duty in the campus
to check further outbreak of vi-
olence,

The authorities suspended a
class four employee, Md. Shafi.
for his alleged involvement in
the attack on BCL leader Abul
Kasem during Tuesdays vio-
lence,

Hasina

From Page ]

irom different countiries durin

the UNGA meeting and atten

such meetings ol the foreign
minister representing forums
like the non-aligned Organisa-
tion of Islamic Conference and
the SAARC.

Azad will also chair a meet-
ing of the least developed coun-
tries (LDCs} to be participated
bE the foreign ministers of the

He said all these meetings
will be important towards
strengthening bilateral and
multilateral cooperation.

Azad said Abul Hasan
Chowdhury will lead a powerful
delegation to Malaysia on
Sef)tember 23 to discuss politi-
cal, economic and other issues
including further opportunities
for Bangladeshi workforce in
that country.

Kashmir

From Page |

"So where is the need lor co-
ercion.”

Kashmir's All Party Free-
dom Conference. an alliance ol
around 30 separatist groups
bnycnttinﬁ the polls, an-
nounced, however, that Satur-
day's elections were "a blow to
Indian claims that Kashmiris
were in favour of elections.”

Arsenic

From Page 1
"Copper Chromium Arsenic” is
use in the poles and the temper-
ature lorms a strong celulus
polimar, a scientist of the BAEC
explained. The purpose is to
protect the timber rom disinte-
gration and keep insecis away.
he added. This mmethod was lirst
evolvecd hy an Indian chemist in
1933, USA adopted it in 1936
and has been using eversince, it
was learmt froni another source.
The BAEC Scientist said that
once the wood in processed, it
might take many years to dis-
integrate. The arsenic content
would take "many more years

than we can im e" to reach
the ground water through layers
of earth.

‘In the beginning, we

thought that the contamination
came from West Bengal. But
what is puzzling is that in
Bangladesh, this contamina-
tion is occurring in different
pockets, at a comparably lesser
depth." he said hinting that the
contamination night have
come froin a source on the sur-
face.

"It is possible that when we
stopped using insecticide con-
taining arsenic, we dumped the
left-overs at different s of
the country which found
their way into the water,” an-
other scientist opined.

It was learnt that the gov-
ernment was yet Lo give any
clarification on the matter. The
Minister for Health and Fa
Welfare told the Jatiya
earlier that orders had been is-
sued for closure of tubewells

where arsenic contamination

.4 would be reported from.
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Hil~u fish now in abundant supply at the city's Swoari-

ghiat wholesale market.

— Star photo

Hanil Bank branch
opens in city

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria yesterdayv lioped that Ko-
rean entrepreneurs would in-
vest in Bangladesh in a large
scale.

()I)cniug ‘a_branch of the
Hanil Bank ol Korea at Banani
in the city. the finance minister
said. the government has made
laws providing for setting up ol
export processing zone in the
private sector lo expedite for-
eign investment in the country.

“A congenial atmosphere is

revailing in the country for
oreign investmen!t and the gov-
ernunent is ready to provide all
legal support and necessary lo-
gistic facilities to them.” he
said.

The inaugural function was
also .. Iressed by South Korean
Amb . ~~ador in Dhaka Byun
Jong hvu and Moazzem Hossen
Khan. Executive Chairmnan of
the Bangladesh Export Process-
ing Zone Authority (BEFPZA). A
message from the bank’s presi-
dent and chiel executive, Lee
Kwan. was read out at the func-
tion.

High officials. leading ban-
kers and some Korean busi-
nessmen and entrepreneurs

also attended the tuncton.
Terming opening of the
branch a symbol of friendship
between the two countries, the
linance minister said that the
bank. besides mvin%cuslnm

service. would also help bring
loreign investment in
Bangladesh.

“Through this bank. eco-
nomic co-operation between
Hﬂnﬁlldclh and Korea will he
further strengthened.” Kibria
hoped.

He said that foreign invest-
3;"1: would also a-

'sh achieve the targeted 7
cent annual growth rate. il

Hamil Bank in a leading
bank in Korea, established in
1932. it has now 430 domestic
and 19 overseas branches. It
also has nine subsidiaries in
the areas of securities, trust and
leasing.

South Korean Ambassador
Byun Jong Kyu. said that the
bank has come at the right time
as more than 1000 Korean
businessmen are now in
Bangladesh and they are suc-
cessful and happy with their
overall business performances.
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12 detained

3 Bangladeshis
hurt in clash
with Malaysians

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 21:
Three Bangladeshis were in-
jured in a fight with five local
people in Johore Bahru today,
reporis AP,

They were treated on an out-
patient basis at the Sultanah
Aminah Hospital in Johore
Bahru, 300 kilometers (180
miles) south of Kuala Lumpur,
said Assistant Commissioner
of Police S. Divakaran.

The fight began when a group
of locals apparently tried to ex-
tort money from the foreigners.
the national news agency
Bernama reported.

Divakaran said no arrests
had been made. He offered no
details.

In Kangar, meanwhile, 450 -

kilometers (270 miles] north-
west of Kuala Lumpur, police
said they detained 12 illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants alter
getting a tip. The Bangladeshis
were to be handed over to immi-
gration authorities for further
action.

Kishoreganj
pourasava
dissolved

KISHOREGANJ, Sept 21; The
Kishoreganj Pourasava has
been dissolved on charges of
corruption, irregularities and
misuse of power by its office-
hearers, reports UNB,

According to a government
notification, posts of all the 13
pourasava members including
three selected women commis-
sioners have been vacated with
immediate effect.

The fired poura chairman,
Alhaj Abu Taher Mialh, is a dis-
trict unit leader of opposition
B desh Nationalist Party.

e government dissolved
the pourasava according to Ar-
ticle 135 of the Pourasava Ordi-
nance, 1977. The dissolution
letter was si on ember
18 by Local Government Secre-
tary A H M Abdul Hye as per the
President order sent here.

Additional If)e,:mt¥l Commis-
sioner (Generall] Chowdhury
Mohammad Babul Hasan has
been asked to take over the re-
sponsibility of the pourasava.

Locals clash

with Ansars

By Staff Correspondent

A group of local people
clashed with on-duty Ansars
near the Hitinnal Cardiac In-
stitute at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
under Tejgaon thana in ﬂ}hagi?}f
yesterday morning.

The Ansars fired at least five
blank shots to bring the situa-
tion under control. police
sources said.

The clash reportedly took
place between a group of local
people and Ansars on duty at
the site of the under-construc-
tion Kidney Hospital, close to
the Cardiac Hospital, police
sources added,

The reason behind the clash
that sparked off at about 11:30
am could not be known imme-
diately. However, it was alleged
that the trouble began over the
disconnection of a power supply
line, police added.

Nusrat blames

From Page 1
tary police patrni:_!llc:d the streets.

Around the family graveyard
outside l..arln:aanr 300
kilometers (160 miles) north of
Karachi, security was tight as
an estimated 5,000 demonstra-
tors condemned Ms Bhutto.

Mourners beat their chest,
wailed and cried. They shouted
anti-Benazir Bhutto slogans
and vowed to take r e

At the graveside dozens of
brightly coloured flags were
erected and colourful shawls
were strewn on the sun-
drenched ground. hoth signs of
respect for the dead.

Murtaza and six of his sup-
irters were killed Friday in a
ail of bullets outside his posh

Clifton neighbourhood in
Karachi.

In Larkana — the birthplace
of the Bhuttos — shops were
shuttered while on the street
dozens of young men threw
stones at government buildings.
burned vehicles and blamed Ms
Bhutto for the death of her
brother.

"People are sad and a ;
said Irnhammed Nasir, the
owner of a local hotel. "They
hold her responsible for the
death of her brother."

Ms Bhutto and her brother
had been at odds since his re-
turn to Pakistan in 1993. They
had barely en in six years.
They met last July in an
attempt at reconciliation, how-
ever nothing came of it.

Chenny calls
on Khaleda

Former American Delence
Secretary Dick Chenny and US
Ambassador to Bangladesh
David N Merrill a courtesy

call on Leader of the OIE-MU"
in Parliament Begum Khaleda

Zia at her cantomnment resi-
dence yesterday, UNB.

They din:u-o?u ation
and utilisation of off- gas
in the Bay of for which,
a production

sharing agreement
was signed in 1994 during Be-
gum Zia's tenure as Prime Min-
ister, party sources said.

During the discussion. Dick
Chenny stated that he had val-
vied the wisdom of the policy
pursued by the former
B desh . it headed
hFr jum Zia the development
ol energy. especially the gas sec-
lor.

The former US delence secre-
lary said that he had discussed
the matter with senior officials
concerned of the Bangladesh
government for continuation of

the .

mwmy recalled Begum
Zia's visit to the Pentagon as
Prime Minisier when he was
the Defence Secretary of the LS
government headed by Presi-
(et G Bush,

He thanked the former
Prime Minister for the help and
cooperation extended by her

government in exploration ol
gias i The oft-shore of the Bay ol

Beigal
Hegum Zia assured alloul
support and cooperation to the
multinational companies en
in the project as a matter
of her party's policy. almed at
sharing in the country's devel-

nt 'S8
The EHF chairperson. dur-
ing the meeting. invited in-
vestors from the United Stales
and other countries for partici-
pation in the energy sector.

Hasina meets
partymen

Prime Minister and Awami
League President Sheikh Ha-
sina yesterday held discussion

with party leaders and workers
a1 Bangabandhu Avenue ceniral

olfice in the vily yeslerday
afternoon. reporis BSS,

Sheikh Hasina. who
over one and a half hours
party office, listened to various

oblems as well as

m leaders of different dis-
trict, thana and city commit-
lees. She discussed with them
organisational matters and

gave riecessary instructions and -

stigpestions.

BAU first year
classes fram Oct 1

MYMENSINGH. Sept 21: The
first year classes of 1995-
96 session under the Bangla-
desh Agriculture University
(BAU) begins October 1.

Samad Azad

From Page 1
two sides to arrive at a perma-
nent water-sharing arrange-
ment before the t
of the next dry season.”

Samad said J Basu and
his senior colleagues were
briefed in detail on the
lems and needs of :

"The Chief Minister has as-
sured us that he would try his
best to accommodate our re-
quirements as far as in
consultation with his cabinet
colleagues and the centre
(Delhi),” he added.

He told a questioner he had
discussed quantum with Basu,
"Quantum was my major con-
cern." He, however, declined to
elaborate.

Samad said certain quarters
were trying to give 'fatwa’ on his
Calcutta visit since he held
talks with the head of a state
government in India.

Asked if the Calcutta trip
was unusual from the point ol
protocol, Samad replied that

chiel ministers of lidian states
enjoy the rank ol cabinet min-
isters in the warrant of prece-
dence. He said the visit to meet
Basu was “politically, diplo-

: ol |
al the

matically and from the point of
national interest proper and
necessary.” He termed his Cal-
cutta trip "a working official
visit."

"West al's participation
in the water sharing issue is
“important and it is understood
by Delhi,” Samad said, pointing
out that Indian foreign minis-
ter Gujral's delegation to Dhaka
included three ministers from
West Bengal.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
and Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan were present on the oc-
casion.

5 Rly Staff
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Mahanagar-Urmi coming from
Chittagong.

ant tﬂbﬂ of th; inquiry
comm ., however, disagreed
to this view.

The committee submitted
the report in due time of five
days, said the BR release.

Meanwhile, the Inspector
General of adesh Railway
also has conducted separate in-
vestigation into this accident.
which left some 8 dead
and about a . He
is due to submit his report to the
' government by September 30.

|

emplo
Bank, who have been protesting
the government action, that the
former deputy

From Page |
cials have said that the foreign-
ers staying without valid per-
mits were "a burden and they
were determined to sent them
back "

The UAE has a ation of
some 2.5 million which include
a foreign workforce of nearly 75
per cent. An estimated 1 lakh.
20 thousand of them are

Ba his.
Ilﬁ:d?iam problem now is

transporting the Bangladeshis
back toe Dhaka " the ambas-

sador said and informed that
the government was trying to
special

organise. as many
flights as possible to them -
home

The Daily Star learnt that
till vesterday evening some
2.500 Ba deshis managed 10
return (o Dhaka since (he (ly
back programme was initiated
o1 Sepleinber |9 The gor
ernent. be =ad. was trying 1o
organise the support of other
airlines for ferrying back
Bangladeshi passengers. Sev-
rral Bangladeshis were aiso
prospecting for
ships to carry them back.

B.:upumh to a tion he
said, it would be helpful if the
governmenl or the private sec

ships to meet the September
cut-off date.
According to r
cetved by assy officials
[rom the BaNgladeshis who

agents and also by some un-

from one to another.

Embassy during
interviews also found that a
large number were now com-

lled to leave UAE as they
anded in the hands of frauds
and cheats. besides being vic-
tims of circumstances.

Meanwhile: oflicials con-
cerned yeslerdav l[eared that
around 15.000 Bangladeshis
may get stranded in the UAE if
the deadline of September 30 is
not extended or a fleet of char-
lered aircraft or shipping ves-
sels are not unme::{lat:lyhcn-
gag in tran rting them
lrom UmrhAE e

Biman, in a press release
ﬂfstnrda}r said it will operate 39

ght within September 30 to
carrﬁ 6.000 Bangladeshis from
the United Arab Emirate (UAE).
out of which about 2550 have
already been flown home. till
last night.

Biman also informed that

chartering

tor could arrange in rhanm%
rts re-

came lor exit passes, |t was
learnt that s of several
hundred Jangliadtnhil were
seized by the employers or their
scrupulous agents either after

their arrival in Abu Dhabi or at
when they were

a later stafe
changing their jobs legally
the

30,000 Bangladeshis

lwo other airlines — Emirates
and Gulf Air — would also oper-
ale ial flights to carry home
the adeshis. These air-
lines would be 7.000
Bangladeshis in 21 extra
flights.

That would still leave an es-
timated 15.000 Bangladeshis
stranded in the UAE.

Earlier. Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad al a press
briefing said thal arrangements
have been made 1o bring back
the Bangladeshis from the UAE.

He said the number ol
Bangladeshi workers who [all

in the aflected category and are
staying there without necessary
papers would be less than
30 000

Asked f Bangladesh would
request the UAE ment te
extend the deadline for their
departure and try to i
their stay he replied that
Bangladesh ambassadors to
UAE and other countries were
trying their best “in the current

situation.’

The ambassadors of the five
affecied countries are ng o
extend the September dead-

line to ensure smooth departure
of such a large number of work-
ers. it was learst.
LUNB adds: Nearly 600 de-
ported Bangladeshi workers
were flown back home -
day from the United Arab Emi-
rates by three flights.
immigration sources said
the Bangladeshi workers were
flown to Dhaka by two flights of
the Gulf Air and one by the
Qater Airlines on mge 450
workers returned from the Gulf

e authorities ol Biman
have decided 1o allow foreign
carriers to ?!rllt extra ”

The Gulf Air and the -
rates have been cleared
td" operate 17 4 extra
respectively to back 7,000
Banglad is from the UAE.

7 get life-term
for murder

PIROJPUR, Sept 21: District
and Sessions Judge Fazlur Rah-
man here today awarded life-
term to seven people in a
murder case, reports L]:iﬂ

e nvic e, L
Sikmr. Cﬁﬁna::n an ﬂw
Ratan Sikder, Hawla-
der. Rattan Sikder. Shamal
Sikder alies Fran and Bhupati
Sikder.

Acvcordi to the prosecu-
tioii. the Cﬂl:'li‘;fil:'ts shot dead one
Sauiran Sikder of Kuriana wvil-
lage of Swarupkathi thana near
Kuriana girls school at aboul
8.30 pm on June 14 in 1993.
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nor did not know anything.

"No information was also

m to the banking division.

we wanted to know about
it, we were informed that the
committee headed by M R Khan
gave the licences to a large
number of non-banking finan-
cial institutions.” he said.

In case of banks, the finance
minister said, the central bank
gave ission with the con-
sent of the government. Though
Bangladesh Bank can give li-
cence to non-bank institutions,
it should be very cautious in
giving approval to them.

"It is all the more important
as our experience about the
non-banking financial institu-
tions is not good. Both the non-
banking financial institutions

iven licence earlier failed and
ad to convert to commercial
banks.” he said. reflerring 1o
National Credil Limiled and
Bangladesh Credit and Invesi-
mient Limited,

"The decision to make M R

' Khan OSD was mainly taken

keeping in mind the worry of
the people about the non-
banking financial institutions
... any licence should be given
for the interest of the people.
The government will protect
people's interest at any cost,

"Why we would allow 18 in-
stitutions when we could not
run two such financial institu-
tions,” he said, adding he was
worried as the government does
not know the guidelines fol-
lowed in giving the licences to
these financial institutions.

He observed that the central
bank should have permitted
five to six such institutions to
see their performance.

The minister said he did not
want to make any harsh com-
ment about the former de&uty
governor, but his steps would be

robed. "He might commit any
iwonest mistake, but he'll have
to face the consequences.”

Kibria said a one-member
committee headed by Finance
Secretary Dr Akbar Ali Khan
had been formed to inquire into
the matter. Dr Khan, who is
leaving the city today with the
minister for Barmuda and
Washington, will submit his re-

Ruling out any itical in-
terference from the govern-

ment, he said no official would
be treated from any particular
political angle. They will be
measured by their efficiency,
honesty and commitment to t

prolession.

Earlier. the minister told the
of the' Bangladesh

mor would

be given a fair ﬁm through

Removal of

BB official
the enquiry

"l can assure that no
whimsical decision will be
taken against . What-
ever step was taken as the
rules and regulations.” he said
when the CBA leaders came to
him during his visit to
B adesh Bank.

"If he is found innocent. he
will be reinstated,” the minister
said. adding that the decision to
make Khan OSD was not taken

anvbody's suggestion. It was
?;k:n on some preliminary re-

BB employees

From Page 1

A visibly disturbed finance
minister wanted to talk to the
eniployees later at which the
employees went back to their
working place, sources said.

Later. the minister assured
the empl that a one mem-
ber committee headed by Fi-
nance Secretary Dr Akbar Al

* Khan will look into the allega-

tions against M R Khan and ac-
tions will be taken upon this
report. If the report tgrmrta
nothing wrong against the DG,
then he will be returned to his
previous post, the minister as-
sured.

Meanwhile, an at
of deep resentment was -
ing at the central bank follow-
ing the action against M R Khan

on Thursday.
Talki to The Daily Star
last night M R Khan claimed he

had done nothing and he
had gone by the guidelines in
iving permission for non-
anking financial institutions.
Giving permission
on unanimous decisions of the
departmental committee on
non-banking financial institu-
tions and there are instances in
the past that no permission
from the Governor was taken in
doing so.
Meanwhile, central bank
sources said that the Governor

had been making secret reports

on the issue of giving sfmu-
sion for non-banking financial

institutions and these had been
sent to the finance .

M R Khan returned
Guyana where he served as an
IMF advisor in January 1995

and joined his old working
place. the central bank. He was
vocal about the
central
closely involved with the liber-
alisation of the financial sec-
lor. the sources said.

of the

bank and was also

candi-

He was a

date lor the Wm-
the tenure
Khorshed Alam. now on an ex-
tension. is due to expire in De-
cember, the sources added.

Governor



