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Announcement
The Duily Sk announces

with pleasure that from
tomorrow (Monday) the reg-
ular 12-page issue will be

printed in . imported news-
print to bring in gjealltihw
improvement in pa
This will entail substantial
expenditure, a part of which
will be offset by raising the
[ efmnTalr.aSmTakaﬁ

a regular 12-page issue.
hope our valued readers

will appreciate
ulties and continue

tn give us their unstinted
support in our quest for pro-

and

per.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Jatrabari bus fire:
Another arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Another accused person.
char in the Jatrabari

ier S Hasina at her office
at the Secretaria
discussed vari-

NEW DELHI. 2]l India's
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda. was elected to the
house of Parliament todav.
menths after his 13-party
mhulm hian 10 the

job. Gowda was elected un-

wwmwdm
Karnataka, United

Hrwn ﬂ{ India (UNI) reported.
reports AP,

ASHWIN 7 1403 BS.

30,000 Bangladeshis

ready to leave UAE

Nearly 30,000 deshis
have been issued travel docu-
ments (out passes) till yesterday

the Bangladesh embassy in
Agu Dhabi nn::l the consulate in

Dubai after the UAE govern-
ment had :lammed a ban on
unauthorised foreign workers

on July 1 last and asked them to

leave the country by September
30.

This was stated by
Bangladesh ambassador to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Zia-ul-Shams Chowdhury
while talking to The Daily Star
yesterday evening over tele-
phone.

"Now the Bangladeshis are
queuing up in thousands at air-

By M Anwarul Haq

lines offices and the Abu Dhabi
airkﬂrt is literally swarmed
people desperately trying
urchaa: a one-way ticket to

ack home.”

"In the last few days. the
Bangladesh embassy and con-
sulate offices were literally
mobbed by throngs
Bangladeshis, several thousand
without passports and travel
documents, for securing out-
passes,” the envoy said.

"Almost everyone who does
not presently hold a legal resi-
dent permit or a valid stay doc-
uinent has been given an exit

ass,” the ambassador
ormed.

The Bangladesh envoy in-

of

in-"

formed that he called on the
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs of UAE yesterday request-
ing for an extension ol the
September 30 deadline.

He said that durin%]his yes-
terday's meeting like the earlier
meetings between the ambas-
sadors affected countries and
UAE authorities. indications
were given that the period of
amnesty would not be extended.

The workers ol live countries
which have mainly been
aflected are India, Pakistan. Sri

Lanka The Philippines and .

adesh.
e UAE State Minister for
Foreign Allairs and other offi-

See Page 12 Col 7
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3 killed, over 50 injured in

SRINAGAR. Sept 21: Three
died and more than 50
people were injured, official
sources said, as Kashmir's first
state elections in almost a
decade moved into separatist
rebel nt;t;r;ghnldu here today,
Less than one in three of
registered voters took part in
the polls in Srinagar. the state's
summer capital, according to
the authorities, while the over
al turmout was put at 41 per
cent.
State police chiel Mohinder
Sabherwal said the deaths and

- Kashmir polls violence

most of the injuries had been
caused by a series of shootouts
and rocket and grenade attacks.
Muslim separatist groups,
-wl*m have been waging a guerilla
campaign against Indian rule
that has cost more than 15.000
lives since 1989, were blamed
for the violence.
'I‘Imy however, countered by
ng Indian troops and mili-
tian had forced people to vote to
:ry and give the elections credi-
Mity.
Two policemen died in a vil
¥ in the Ganderbal district
after separatist rebels opened

fire. A civilian died of his in-

juriclw attack in the
same ]

State overnment
spokesman Kulbushan Jindial
said: "The militants tried their
best to scare away voters. There
have been blasts everywhere
since late last night.”

He said nlg accusations of
coercion would be investigated,
adding: “The election commis-
sion is nol concerned with a
lower turnout as long as elec-
tions are conducted wil hout any
major hindrance,

Sec Page 12 Col 3

BAEC scientists say
Various factors may cause arsenic

contamination of water

Arsenic contamination in
ground water might have oc
curred due to various reasons
sounle scientists of the
Bangladesh Atomie Energy
Commission said yf:ltrdiﬁ\;‘
They emphasised the need
sample tests to determine the
actual cause.

They said thal an unspecs
fied gquantity of crude arsenic is
imporied each year for use in
timber processing. indigenous
medicines and glass industries.
Till early 70s. it was used in the
soil as a component of insecti-
cide. Many also used arsenic as
a deterrent Lo snakes and other
dangerous creepers. the scien
tists said.

in order to determine the

adding that the relevant

By Morshed Ali Khan

departments should also take
accountahi'ty of the use of ar.
senic in the industries
it was reported yesterday by
a news agency that over three
crore pounds ol toxic arsenic
compound entered into
through the wooden
Erbl imported the
lectrification Board
The poles were c-uaﬁ
|

electric

Rural

(REB)

with arsenic compounds,
had said.

Citing an exar of "indis
criminate” use ol arsenic, a
source in the BAEC claimed
that recently authorities of the
;Jg}nhez;:ﬂ Y e

to a
sack of arstnil:'gﬁnl.l yde whic
it had acquired to intrud-
ing snakes and other ous
crecpers away from its com-

for disposing it off.
The fate of the arsenic could

not be known as the curator of
the zoo was not avallable yes-
lerday for comment.

A top official of the REB re-
uesting anonymity, .told The
allv Star that since its

tion in Jan 1978, the H
has a total of 9.5 lakh
processed wooden poles from
Australia, USA and Norway

Bangladesh Forest Industries

t Corporation sup-
Fllu:l .5 lakh identical poles
rom

a local processing plant.

"These poles are used

n

1:—-11 of the world inchud-
SA, Australia. Norway

: asia but we have no
reports of any arsenic contam-
ination.” the official said.

in the treatment process of

. The zoo authorities were the poles, a hot solution of

advised to find a glass factory

See Page 12 Col 3

ancestral
Khuda

miles) from Larkana town. be-

Eidc mmam and near

lhal of his father, executed for-
mﬂm minister Zulfikar

turned up

Murtaza buried at family graveyard
Nusrat blames Benazir for

burial of Murtaza Bhutto, es-
tranged brother of Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto. today as
Pakistan named a j lnin

vestigate his killing with six

aides by pelice.
Murtaza was

cies.
at the
wyard at Garhi

about 25 km (15

his younger

More than 10,000 people
at the graveyard
amidst rice fields and several
fainied in sweltering heat as
temperature soared to 37 de-

grees Celsius [98 degrees

Murtaza's sobbing widow

Ghlnwa briefl ared

hércagehul
handl btilet ridden body was
lowered into a grave.

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto wailed and prayed today
over the of her brother,
Murtaza Bhutto.

As a mark of deep
Bhutto came barefoot to
Karachis mideast hospital
where Murtaza, 42, died of up to
in the Frid ighh

t ay night ht
near his hDII,t in m?ﬂhﬂfgm
lﬂ:l of this viclence-torn city

sat beside Murtaza's
tﬂ;y ior 45 minutes. wailing
VErses wiinesses said

later reciting Quranic
Bhutto cried loudly inside

her son's killing

the hospital room where the

are -
sible for the mu of my son."

Zardari, Ms Bhutto's hus-
band, did not attend the fu-

An armoured sonnel car-
outside the
compound where
had lived. Hun-
dreds of police and paramili-

See Page 12 col 5

Probe body report
L
Five Rly staff
L -
for city train
e
accident

Five officers and empl
of Bangladesh Railway have
been held responsible for the
September 14 fatal train acci-
dent on the outskirts of the city,
reports UNB.

The responsibility was de-
termined by the three-member
probe constituted to in-
vestigate the train accident at
Khilkhet, which submitted its
report to the DG of Bangladesh
Railway yesterday.

The committee in its report
identified weak railway tracks
and high temperature which
buckled the line as the causes of

skidding off five es, includ-
ing a buffet car. of the intercity

See Page 12 col 6

BB employees
resent removal

of Dy Governor

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister S.ﬁ.MS
Kibria yesterday witnessed
tation by employees of the
Bangladnah Bank fEB] over the
ﬁwcmmenl decision making

ahbubur Rahman Khan,
m governor of the BB, an
on Duty (OSD).

The finance minister, in his
first visit to the BB head office
met high officials at 10 am yes-
lerday.

But before he reached there,
employees had been chanting
slogans and demonstrating on
the third floor of the Bank

where the of the Governor
is located. They had been de-

man reinstatement of M R
Khan to his former

Later, the finance minister
arrived at the office and met the
high officials in the board
room. But during the meeting
the emplovees again started agi-
tation and chanted slogans.

See Page 12 Col 8

Two projects
worth Tk 446.16 cr

T Approved - -

|

|

Energy
in gas beneath the
' Bay of :

Lthe National Economiec Council
EC) has approved two de-

t _&r ojects with a total
outlay ol 446.16 crore, in-

cl Tk 278.65 crore in pro-
ject . reports UNB.
The a was n at a

special meeting of the ECNEC

mﬂ'ﬂﬂ with Prime Minister
kh

in the chair.
The a ects were
Jamwina Bridge Access (ADB

part) at a cost of Tk 413 crore.
including Tk 278.65 crore pro-
ject aid, and construction of
Second Dhaleswari Bridge at
18th kilometre on Dhaka-
Khulna Highway at a cost of Tk
33.16 crore.

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria. Post and Telecommuni-
cation Minister Mohammad
Nasim. Agriculture, Food and
Disaster Management and Re
lief Minister Matia Chowdhury,
and Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain attended Lhe
meeting al the Prime Ministers
office

18 Bangladeshis
hurt in road
mishap in Egypt

CAIRO, Sept 21; Five people
were killed and 27 other woun
ded, including |18 Bangladeshi
tourisis. in two separate road
accidents today in . police
said, AFF

In the first accident 21
ple. including 18 Bangja:gmhl
tourists, were injured at dawn
today on the Cairo-Alexandri.
desert road, the Interior Minis
ter said in a statement (o Lhe
press

The bus was apparently
speeding when the driver lost
control of the steering wheel
The driver, a police escort and a

n from the Fayza Travel
Agency which accompanied the
tourists were among t hurt

Dick Chennz meets PM

Investment in
oil, gas sector
discussed

Visiting US business leader
Dick Chenny called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her
oflice here yesterday and dis-
cussed investment in oil and
gas sector of Bangladesh. re-
ports UNB,

Chenny. the chief executive
of Halliburton Brown and Root.
an Ameriean ofl company, dis-
cussed certain ol ofl and
gas exploration in the offshore
areas of the country during his
meeting with the frvis-
ter,

The US oil company has
been engaged in ofishore
drltlln‘ in ngladesh since
1992,

It ans to invest 100 mil-
8 dollars along with a
Brm-h firm, Cairn
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Rao quits as Cong
Party president

NEW DELHI. Sept 21: Former
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao Saturday resigned as presi-
dent of the Congress (1) Pasty af-
ter he was named co-accused in
a 100,000-dollar fraud case and
asked to appear in court on
September 30, report agencies.

The order was passed by
Judge Ajit Bharihoke in a spe-
cial court here trying the case,

London-based Indian busi-
nessman Lakhubhai Pathak
had accused Rao and contro-
versial Hindu mystic Chan-
draswami of defrauding him of
100.000 dollars, promising lu-
crative newsprint and paper
contracts which never materi-
alised.

"Il charges are framed in the
case. Narasimha Rao will have
to appear in person at least on

the day of the framing the
charges even if he is exempted
See Page 12 Col 1

BB Dy Governor removed
in nat'l mterest: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria festerday said the . gov-
ernment action concerning the
removal of a deputy governor of
Bangladesh Bank was taken in
the interest of the country: re-
ports UNB.

Kibria said Deputy Governor
Mahbubur Rahman Khan was
made an officer on special duty
as he had given licences to a
number of non-banking finan-
cial institutions without con-
sulting the ministry or the Gov-
emor of Bangladesh Bank.

"He ( acted very fast in

licences without assess-
ing whether the country has so
many entrepreneurs to give
permission at a time for such
institutions," he said after
meeting the senior officials of
the central bank yesterday.

The minister said the former

uty % vernor gave permis-
sion to 14 non-banking finan-
cial institutions and issued let-
ter of intents — a very advance
step to give licence — to another
four institutions within a very

short span of time.

Of the licences already given,
12 were given recently. one on
June 24, just a day after the as-
stiimiption of the present gov-
ernment, and another licence
in last few days.

Moreover. applications for
another 21 non-banking fi-
nancial institutions are now
under process, he said with a
note of anguish that the
ernment was kept in total dark
about the approval of a large
number of non-banking finan-
cial institutions.

"We were not even informed
about the central bank's crite-
rion of giving permission to the
non-banking financial institu-
tions which ultimately will
deal with public money,” Kibria
said.

He said a committee, headed
by Mahbubur Rahman Khan,
gave the approval to the insti-
tutions, but in most of the cases
the board of governors of
Bangladesh Bank or its gover-

Sec Page 12 Col 7
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Solution to water 1ssue with India

¥ The E:Eutm'f'tmmﬂurr nl" *

‘of opposition parties

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad said yesterday his
mment was committed to
ding a solution to the Ganges
water-sharing problem with
India before the next dry season
and was taking all necessary
initiatives in that direction.
The foreign ministér sought
the cooperation and under-

standing of the people. the press
and the opposition parties in-
cluding thr NP in ﬂnding a so-

lution (o the issue “which con-
cerns the whole nation.’

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Samad Azad said
Bangladeshis "seeking both ac-
cord and quantum of water and
yvou will know it in due course.”

Responding to guestions on
Lthe outcome of talks with West
Bengal Chiel Minister Jyoti
Hasn whom he met in Calcutta
il September 17 and 18. the
foreign minister said the meet-
ing was “definitely a positive
step fornvard in the efforis of the

See Page 12 col 6
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Biggest ever
;,()l(l haul

at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Smuggled gold worth about
seven crore was seized at the
Zia International Airport (ZIA)
{;esterclay afternoon in the
iggest ever haul of the precious
metal in the country.

A total of 11?? gold bars,
weighing 10 tolas each, were
kept in two cartons of elec-
tronic goods. These were sent to
a business firm in Dhaka from
Singad:mre hﬁraa Bangladesh Bi-
man flight that landed at ZIA at
1:51 am on Thursday, Customs
sources said.

The cartons came I[rom

" Bridge Road in Singapore to -

reach Hossain & Sons, at 41 |

See Page 12 Ceol 2

- Hasina to address

UNGA session
October 24

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address the current
session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) on
October 24, Foreign Minister

Ab¢lus Samad Azad told a press
conlerence in Dhaka yesterday,
reports BSS.

"The day coincided with the
United Nations Day.” he said
adding that the occasion will be
important as the Prime Minis-
ter will spell out the views of the
new government of the country
before the world body on differ-
ent issues.

The [oreign minister said he
himself is leaving for New York
inn the early hours of today lead-
ing the Bangladesh delegation
to the current session of the
UNGA.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
and Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan were present at the
press conlerence.

The foreign minister said hl: i
would meet his counterparts

Sec Page 12 Col 3

Water sharing issue

J-member team of
experts leaves for
Delhi this week

By Staff Correspondent

A three-member delegation.
htciudin two water resources

experts headed by Additional
Foreign Secretary Ahml:d Tariq
Karim. will leave Dhaka for
New Delhi on Wednesday. ac-
cording to diplematic sources.

This would be the first
level meeting following a con-
sensus reached between the gov-
ernments of Bangladesh and
India during Indian External
Affairs Minister 1 K Gujral's
visit to Dhaka Lo resolve the
Ganges waler sharing issue.

See apge 12 Col 1
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Another step towards
expansion

National Bank Limited's
63rd Branch goes into operation
from today 22nd September '96 at

774, Sat Masjid Road

Dhanmondi.

Locker facility is available in this Branch

National Bank Limited

A Bank for performance with potential
Head Office : 18, Dilkusha /A, Dhaka- 1000, Bangladesh

Tel : 95630815, Fax : 880-2-956195],

I Telex : 642791 NBL HO BJ




