DHAKA SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1996

HE Indian External Affa-

irs Minister Mr 1 K Gujral

held talks in Dhaka for
four days. In his press con-
ference on 9 September. he dealt
with various bilateral issues
including the crucial walter
sharing. Highlights of his press
conference (concerning water
sharing in particular) can be
picked up as follow .

» We are going back with the
belief that from now on a new
chapter in our relationship is
opened.

* Both the countries now
have new governments and they
do not carry the baggage of the
past. |
* If we look at the history of
the past, we will reach no
where. We must not be prisoners

of the past.

e« He discussed the water
sharing issue at length with his
Bangladesh counterpart.

» India has indicated its will-
ingness to solve the problem
and experts will start meeting
immediately to find a solution
to the Ganges water sharing is-
sue before the lean season sets
in.

e About the quantum of wa-
ter. it will be decided by the ex-
perts on the basis of three fac-
tors :

— to examine Bangladesh's
exact requirement,

— how much water is avail-
able now,

— what is the actual grounti
reality on both the sides during
the dry season.

Since the election of 12 June,
1996, the new governmerit in
B adesh announced water
sh as a priority issue for
the and
!_an?l?rm a wnym
knotty problem ol permanent
water sh almost seemed to
be so before the next dry
season. Some of the o
even reported t er
sharing [44.mbml ar-
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Prior to the visit of Mr Gu
jral, the Indian High Comjnis
sioner in Dhaka in a press
statement (The Independent. 6
July, 1996) stated that India
was now prepared to discuss

. with Bangladesh permanent

water sharing arrangements
concerning all 54 rivers He
made it clear that sharing will
be on the basis of water now
available in the river without
looking into the question of
augmentation. He negated the
uestion of involving Nepal in
the discussion er any third
party involvement on this is-
sue.

Mr Abdus Samad Azad,
Bangladesh Foreign Minister.
in a statement in the Jatiya
Sangsad said that a new and a
bold attempt has been taken by
the Government to realize the
due share of the Ganges water.
He further said that the Gov-
ernment will sit in a camera
session of the Jatiya Sangsad to
reach a consensus between the
treasury and the opposition
benches to resolve the water
sharing issue,

In an exclusive interview
with The Daily Star on 30 Au-

ust, 1996 in New Delhi, Mr 1 K
ujral said that India was de-
termined. to solve the bilateral

problems and its attitude
solving the water issue was ?Ios-
itive. -"India will go more than
half way to solve our bilateral
problem”. Re%ardin%the manlv.;
dimensions ol Indo-Banglades

Cooperation, he said that "our
seven north eastern states and
countries like Bhutan. Nepal,
Bangladesh and India will all
have to work out a plan as to
how we can cooperate and de-
velop the region and create an
era of prosperity”. He further
said "the real challenge is how
we can marry together our
strengths and make ourselves
even stronger. The main thing
is that we all have to unite our-
selves from the history of the
past. It is exiremely easy Lo re-

‘main prisoners of the past and

not develop”.

Citing an example of his
talks with Nepal recently, Mr
Guijral said that "We melted our
[rozen relationship within half
and hour by the watch'. The
other outstandi issue with

was solved in 10 minutes.

India considers water shar-
irig between Bangladesh and In-
dia as knotty problem which
will have to be solved with po-
litical will of both the coun-
tries. Mr Gujral mentioned that
he was coming to Bangladesh
with an mind and an open
heart and would do more that
his due to resolve the knotty
problem. |

The water issue was dis-
cussed between Centre for Pol-
ioy Research (India} and Centre
for Policy Dialogue [(Bangla-
desh] in New Delhi, 27-29
August, 1996. Some eminent
personalities from Bangladesh
and India attended the seminar
Reports indicate that on water
issue there was no meeting ol
minds.

Mr | K Gujral, Indian For-
eign- Minister, came to Dhaka
on 6 September. 1996 leading a
w profile political delegation

ch incha Somnath Chat-
t . parliamentary leader of
CW Mr Chitta Bose, parlia-
mentary leader of Forward
Block and Ms Gita Mukherjee.
parliament member of CP1. In
dian delegation also included
Mr lyer, retired water resources

natrttar?r.

The formal meeting of the
two Foreign thﬁt:rl lasted
only 90 minutes. Mr Gujral told

===

Water Sharing of the Ganges

by Amjad Hossain Khan

-and agreed on the ne

" The outcome of the two foreign ministers' recer;trmﬁng

in Dhaka caused a s

urprise to

many who are following the water sharing issue. In the euphoria generated by the '
media over the last two months Bangladesh expected some positive ontcome _
for a solution of the water issue. -

the waiting journalist. that "the
water sharing issue has been
discussed to the satisfaction of
Bangladesh. | am accepting in
principle Bangladegh's position
in the matter.” Regarding the
uantum of water for Bangla-
esh he said, "details will be
worked out at the level of
experts.”

During the talks the Indian
side siressed the need for re-
vival of the Joint Rivers Com-
mission to work out the modal-
ities while Bangladesh empha-
sised the need for a political de-
cision to have its due share of
water.

An Expert Committee will be
set up by the two countries un-
der the JRC to devise a modality
to reach an agreéement on the
sharing of Ganges water before
the next dry season.

They also agreed to empower
the committee to recommend a
solution to the problem Ff
shortfall in the Ganges flow dtie

to withdrawal of available wa- -

ter at Farakka and to meet the

requirements of Bangladesh. .

The Indian side made it clear
that the data on availability of
water of the Ganges at Farakka
would have to be updated.

Bangladesh Foreign Minis-

ter in his press conference on 10
Sept. that the two sides dis-
cussed the water shari issue

permanent water sharing
agreement before the next d

season. He also said that the In-
dian side highlightgd the im-

for a~ -

portance ol water sharing on
the basis of realities. The In-
dian Foreign Minister empha-
sised the need for complete
transparency and reconcilia-
tion of data on water flows. On’
uantum of water for Bangla-
esh, Mr Azad said "we told
them about our needs and the
experts committee will de-
termine it alter examination,

Our aim is to have a permanent .

agreemnient before the lean pe-
riod. - '

The Indo-Bangladesh Joint
Rivers Commission was sel up
in 1972. s Chairmanship was
upgraded to Ministerial level at
a later stage. Besides the
Chairman, there are two engi-
neering members and Director
General (Subcontinent) from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Routine works as per mandate

of the Indo-Bangladesh Joint |
.mgu Commission was under-
ta : ]

The Joint declaration of the
Prime Minister of India and
Bangladesh in May, 1974 de-
cided to study the best means of
augmentation of the dry season
flows of the Ganges thr'uu.n‘h op-
timum utilization of the water
resources of the region avail-,
able to the two countries™,
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The two proposals for aug-
mentation as proposed by
Bangladesh for construction of
storage dams in Nepal and link
canal for diversion of Brahma- .
putra water to the Ganges as
proposed by India was dis-
cussed. Beth the proposals are
rejected by each side.
~ The water a
was signed Ban

eement
adesh and
ears. A
under-
standing was signed for two
years. The IndgsBangladesh
Joint Rivers Commission con-
sidered the revised and updated’
roposals for augmentation
om 1982 .to 1984. In view of
dign;encei of opinion on each
other's propesal, it was not o
sible for the JRC to make a 1]335

ommendation which was ac-

ceptable to thre other. .

A new MOU was signed for
three years in 1985. A Jeint
Committee of Experts headed by
the Secretaries of the two coun-
tries was formed to undertake

- joint study and submit their re-

S on waler issue comymon to
th countries. . T
The Joint Committee of Ex-

perts (JCE) held seven meetings .

and their Technical Committee
of JCE met three timeés to carry
out the work assignied o them.

The Secretafies Committee
on Sharing of common rivers
held six meetings but could not
reach any understanding. The
Indo-Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission failed because of
lack of clear directives and
strong political will of the Gov-
esnment of India. These are
facts and know to both sides.

The outcome of the two for-
eign ministers recent meeting
in Dhaka caused a surprise to
many who are following the wa-
ter sharing issue. In the eupho-
ria generatedeby the media over

the last two months Bangladesh
expected some Live outcome
for a solution of the water issue.

The two foreign ministers
decided to reactivate the Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Rivers Com-
mission. The JRC was never
disbanded nor inactive: B -
desh repeatedly requested for
meeting of the JRC but there

was no response from the
[ndian side. A large number of
Joint Comnfittees to resolve

border rivers problem could not
function due to lack of response
from India. X '
~ The decision to set up Ex-
perts Committee under J is
surprising. Without a clear di-
rective, it will be near im -
ble task for the JRC to decide
the three basic issues on shar-
ing, 1) updating of data of the
Ganges at Farakka, 2) avail-
ability of the Ganges, at
Farakka, 3) requirement of
Bangladesh considering the
ground realities.
© During foreign ministers
level meeting in New Delhi in
1991. the Indian side gave a
proposal for long-term solution
of the water issue. That pro-
sal was made by the then
ongress government. Bangla-

~ desh expected a better pragsal
nt

from the present United
government.

Indian Foreign Minister
_ain_ﬁoke of regional cooperation.

is is very encouraging. This
should be followed up b
crete proposals for the
of the region.

Mere rhetoric will not help
in confidence building process.
Bangladesh would like to see
genuine efforts being made by
India to resolve the water
sharing problem.

con-
nefit

The writer is ex-Chairman, .
Bangladesh Water Development
Board — USIS Feature

- Basic Principles for Building

HE Glebal Information

Infrastructure (Gll) — a

massive network of
communications networks —
will forever change the way
citizens aroynd the world live.
learn. work. and communicate.

This global network would
permit the most remote village
to browse through the most ad-
vanced library. It would allow
doctors on one continent tp ex-
amine patients on anothé&r. [t
would help a family in the
Northern Hemisphere stay in
touch with relatives in the
Southern Hemisphere. And it
would instill in citizens every-
where a deeper sense of their
shared stewardship of our
stall planet.

Developed and developing
nations in a number of inter-
national gatherings have forged
a consensus that the best in-

formation network would he

built on five core principles:
private investment. competi
tion. flexible regulation. open
access, and universal service
The goal of these guiding prin-
ciples is to speed the develop

ment of the GIl and énsure its
longevity.

hese rinciples were
adopted in Buenos Aires two

year$ ago at the meeting of the
Iinternational Telecommunica
tion Union and affirmed last
year at the G-7 Telecommuni
cations Ministerial in Brussels
They have also been reaffirmed
ina wide ramge of reglonal and
multilateral fora — the Asia
Pagiftic Economic ( ooperation

meeting, the Summit of the’
Americas, and they were noted

dt the Information Society and

Development Conference.

All five _principles are
lightly linked and depend on
one another for their force. Wes
should think about how these
principles can advance both the_
particular interests of individ-
ual nations and the common
interesta of all citizens of the

world. : :
t me review the core prin-

ciples.

Let's start with private in-
vestiment and competition.
President Clinton signed into
law the Telecommunications
Reform Act of 1996, which will
open our, communications
markets to competition among
a host of companies. We believe
that liberating private busi-
nesses to compete with eacH
other has proven timie and
again to be the best technigue
tor sparking creativity. creat-
thg jobs, boostmg prnﬁ[.ﬂ. and
bringing an array of new ser-
vices to consumers.

This s a tremendous oppor
tunity for the private sector —
as we have seen in South Amer
ica, in Asia, and now in parts of
Alrica. Butl private imvestment,
wherever it occurs. must be ac-
companied by robust competi
lion

We've learned that lesson o
the United States. When a ferl
eral judge broke up ATAT. the
world's largest telephone
imonopoly. the results surpriserd
even the liercest proponents ol

by Al Gore

deregulation. The price of a

long-distance telephope call
dropped dramatical New:
companies, with new , burst
onto the scene. And AT&T itself

eventually became a stronger
company — more competitive
and innovative.

Developments in Chile also
illustrate the benefits of private
investment and open competi-
tion. In 1994, Chile put in place
a strongly pro-competitive reg-
ulatory structure,

The. number of long-distance
carriers in Chile increased
from one to 12. The portion of
homes with: telephone service

jumped by more than 50 per-

cent. And prices dro from
about -ftwo US dollars

minute to about one-fifth of él

US dollar per minute. FThe in-

dustry's revenues increased too
— about twice as fast as the
overall economy.

Private ., investment and
competition are essentjal for
the Gil's development.

S0 is smart, flexible regula-
tion. the third principle. In or-
der for investors to take risks
and competfition to take hold,
régulations must ensure stabil-
ity. [reedom. and flexibility.
while also offering consumers
lair prices and wide choices.

Ity the United States. we regu-
late miany communications in-
dustries through an indepen-
(lent agency, the Federal Com-
munications Commission

The author is Vice
of the United States
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Prpn?dent

(FCC). This expert body has the _

know-how to make technical
decisions. And with other agen-
cies in the US Department of
Justice and Department of
Commerce. the FCC has the ca-
pacity to monitpr changing
market conditions.

Just as these new technolo-
gies are overthrowing the old

s commercial order. those of us

in government must topple out-
daged regulatory structures
while remaining true to their

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

underlying values and ideals.

Another core principle —
tilght!}r linked to the principles
ol private investment, competi-
tion, and flexible regulations —
is open access.’ All nations and
all parties need to be able to
connect to thg GII.

The reason can be illus-
trated. in part. by a principle

¢ . well-known id computer sci-

enice as Meicalfe's Law. Met-
calfe's Law-holds that the power
of a computer network in-
creases at roughly the square of

the number of people connected

to it.
That's why the Internet is

growing so fast. The more peo-
ple who connect. the more other
people® there are who want to
connect. If you double the num-

ber of people on line:. vou -

quadruple the nomber of pepssi-
ble ways .to link people and
combjine their talent and ideas.
That is why open access is so
iimportant. Keep people off the
neiwork.- and the networks
won't be as valuable. Let people
on. and the value everyone de-
rives will soar. #
Therefore, the
networks must charge non-dis-
criminatory Enr.:ts for access to
their networ
realize the true promise of the
Gll is fo guarantee that every-

one who connects has access to

thousands of different informa-
tion sources — from video pro-

gramming to electronic news-
EEP‘EI‘H to computer bulletin

rds — from every nation. in
every language.

owners of

s. The only way to

an Informatidn Society

The fifth and final principle
is perhaps the most important
— universal service. We believe
that universal service can be a
natural outgrowth of the first
lour principles. Certainly the
combination of open access,
flexible regulations, competi-
tion, and private investment
gn‘ll tug us in that direction. But

y themselves they will not
take us fully to that destina-

tiu]}h ’

- al is why President Clin-
ton and [ have challenged our
nation s private sector to help
connect every school in Amer-
ica to the information super-
highway by the end of this
decade. And that is why | renew
my call foer the creation of a
Global Digital-Library, so all -
the world's citizens will have
Huicker and richer access to all
the world's information.

Of course, in each nation the
exact contours of universal
service will differ. But its basic
shape should be similar in most
locales. For instance, providing
basic service at prices people at
all income levels can ord,
making high quality service
available regargltss of a per-
son's geographic location or
physical ability, and teaching
consumers how to use these
technelogies effectively.

The GIL is a historic under-
taking. It is strengthened by
participation, bolstered by
openness, and fortified by
strong nations and talented
people pursuing dreams of a bet-
ter tomorrow.
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ment Al-Quran Programme
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Time Out:
Motorworid 3:00 BBC World
News 3:28 Window On E

&:00 BBC Workd News 4:25
This Week §:00 BBC World

Mows 5:20 Face To Face

CHANNEL V

board US Countdown 2:30
The Ride VJ T

Clarkson's

3:30 Fewnd

1.1 Grnd 2:08 Lazwal Ep-43
2.58 Husool-B-Insaaf &
Coaching 3:20 TV Enty-
clopaedia 3:40 Sports Time
4.05 Dnastakar 5:05 Medicine _
5:25 Computers 6:20 Aiou
Courses 7:00 English News
7:20 PTV Music Library 7:30
Virsa Palustan 7:86 Ghazal Uss
Naye Sawee $:25 Denionic
World Of Sponts 8:45 Anda 9:00
Break For Headlines News
10:00 Khabarmama & Commer
cial News 10:36 TBA 11856 The
Fiash Pourd V:08 Urdu Feature

Film Khas Khabrain-Close
Down

SONY ET

8:30am Kuch Dv Ne Kaha
9:00 Yaadgn Ki Baarat 9:30
Cine Matnee-Hind: Fealure Film
12:30 Chamatkar 1:00 Siddhl
1:30 Kaash 2:00 Sunday Ki
Sunday 2:30 The Nirlep Rasoi

Show 300 Khoya
Chand 3:30 Movie Mania 4:30
Humse Barkar Gong 5:00
Rangeela Re 5:30 Mere Mes-
sage Mern Geet 6:00 Aamna

Good Shot
man 8:00

Khoya

r

6:30 Video CD Premser 7:00
7:30 Jai Bir Hanu-
Surf-Wheel Of For-
tune 8:30 Cine Prime-Hindi
Featurg Film 11:30. Fortune
Hunter 12:30 Mumse_ Barker
Gong 1:00 Hospital 1:30 Aa-
haat 2:00 Kuch Dil Ne Kaha
2:30 Closed

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Movie
Club Fitm = Mukti Masal 1:00

Sange Dekha 2:

Film
Jishu 5:30 Nijer

Movie Club Film : Kamallata

1:00 Nijan Dupure Premer
Gaan (Magazine) 1:30 Nijer
Pratihing-
sha 2:30 Bandhu Chile B

3:00 Kemon Aachen 3:30
Comedy Quiz %:35 Movie Club
kha Proshakha 5:00
Sange Dekha
6:00 Nirjan Dupure Premer

8:30 UJALA- Surer Asar 9:00
TBA 9:25 Classical Music 10:00

Drama 10:30 News and Ben-
gali Sambad

ZEE CINEMA

06:30 Tarana 08:00 Film :
Hansie Khelte 10:45 Of
Screen 11:15 Film : Oh Bewafa
02:00 ke Pe likka 02:30 Film ;
Adhikar .5:15 06:00

Gaan 6:30 Prathingsha 7:00  Preetam 08:45 Box Office
Nandank 7:30 Sambad  09:30 TBA 12:15 Trailers
8:00 Dhitang Dhitang Bole 12:30 Fim : Ye Kaisa Insaaf

03:15 Songs 03:45 Film : Free
Love

by Jim Davis

C'MON, MOUSE...

LET GO!

SAYPRETTY

Dynasty On BTV at 10-35 PM tonight
PLEASE WITH

World News 10:20 Face To
Face 11:00 BBC World News
11:20 Window On Eurepe
12:00noon BBCEI:WH Head-
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STAR PLUS

6:30am Voitron 7-00 Kids Mowe
“Code Name ' Robotecti” 8:30
Count Duckula 8:00 Sabar
Rider & The Star Sherif 9:30
Zoolite With Jack 10-00 Xans &
Dog 10:30 o the Bol-
tom of the Sea 11:30 The Wiid
Wiid West 12:30 Mowie: "Doa”
2:30 ETV 3:00 The Wonder
Years 3:30 Cwd Wars 4:30
Hardcastle And McCormick
E;H Fantasy island 6:30 Cnar-

5

The Dead 2:30 Movie "The
Master Touch™ 4:30 E' TV 5:00
The Sullivans 5:30 Wild Whid
West

STAR Sports

6:00am World Windsurfing H/L
6:30 Australian Football
Lsague 7:30 Sports
india 8- orid Wrestling
Federation Raw 930 NBA-In-
side Sl 10:00 Live —

K? Criket 6's 1996 Day 1
6 Inside PGA Towr -34

6:30pm Asiz Spors Show T7:00
NBA Fantastic 7:30 Indy Rac-

League MNew Englang 200
9:00 Gilette Worig 1 Spe-
cal-16 9:30 SDD F1 Wig
Champ 1996 Portuguese Cuali-

fyng 1100 ATP Tennis Wald-

E-ILI'FI'! Hamial Cup 18t Sem
inat 12:30 K Cnicket
6s 1986 r:ra:ﬂfwm_nﬁn NB A
Fantastic 2:00 World Cap Clas-
sic 1982 England vs France
4:00 Australian Football
League Highights 5:00 Pro
Beach Soccer Olnawa. Japar

STAR MOVIES

T:30am Action The Domuno
Principle 15 (Arabic Subtities)
9:30 Western The Lone
Texan 12 (AraDic Subtitles
11:30 Family Who Has Seer
The Wind? 12 (Hindi Subtities.
1:30 Adventure Remc Willams

JUnarmed and [ ous 15
(Hindi Subtifies) 3:30 Family
The Sandlot 15 (Hindi Subt-
tes) 5:30 Comedy Heavenly
Pursunts 15  (Hindi Subtities |
7:3 F The Chipmunk
Adventure PG (Hmndi Sublitles)
9:00 Bolywood 9:30 Giobetrot-

~ ing Australla Spider and Rose

18 (Hinde Subtities) 11:30 Ac
tion  Royce 18 (Hindi Subttes)
1:30 Frgnht Nught Children Of

The Corn 18 (Hind: Subtities)
3:30 Thriker Blnk 187 (Hindi

Subtities; 5:30 Comedy Emer
asg City 18 (Hind Subtties

ZEETV

$:30 Suntal 6:00 The News
6:30 Jagran T:00 ZED 8:30 Al
Out For No Loss 9-00 Bournwita
Quiz Contest 9:30 Sunc Bhai

Sadhy 10:00 AC Mad Show |

10:30 Gaane Anjaane 11:00
Natrat 11:30 Captan Cook
Shats Dawat 12:00 Philips Top
Ten 1:00 Tol Mol Ke Bol 1:30
Asan Sky Shop 2:30 Nirolac
Astvana 3:00 Kya Scene Ha
3:30 Manasi 4:00 TVS Sa Re
Ga Ma 5:00 Aap K| Pasand
5:30 Galaxzee 6:00 Beep Ke
PG 6:30 Tumhare Live 7:00
Zaike Xa Safar 7:30 Sur Taal
§:00 Heipine 8:30 Maa 900
No Problem 9:30 Panbartian
W00 Wagalat 10:30 The
News 1100 Ghoomta Aana
11:30 HFF . Mangal Pandy
1:30 Coigate Gel Yoodie Yo
2:00 Arabic Programme 2:30
T™MM 400 Gharounda 4-30
Through The Gears §5:00 Ja-
gran

ELTV

00- 3 Mew Nashe Mewr Hoon

*

01:30 Bacche Man Ke 02:30
Ched Chad 03:30 Devoticnal
04:30 Tarane 05:30 Mein
Nashe Mam Hoon 06:30 Bac.
che Man Ke 07:30 Ched
Chad 08:30 Devotonal 09:30
Tarane 10:30 Dear El 11:00
Ortem Ht Thi Ht Hai 11:-30
Karz 12:00 Teen Do Paanch
12:30 Fauji 01:00 Mt Pairs
,02:00 Rajesh Khanna Special
3:00 V3+ 3:30 Ajnab 4:30
Nukikad 5:00 Kamaal Combna
tior 05:30 Mein Nashe Memn
Hoon 6:30 Shammi Kapow
Special 7:30 Upanyas 8:00
Meri Marzi 8:20 Haseen Pa
8:30 s My Choice 9:00 Karm
9:30 Kal B Aa) Bhi 10:00
People's Club 10:30 Stand By
10:40 Liberty Public Demand
11:30 Teri Bw Chup 12:00 Hee
Hee Ha Ha

PTV

i

B:-00am TiHawa! A, ar-
juma/HamdNaat 8:20 Cartoon
$:30 Xhabrain B:48 Visdors
Book 9:10 Phool Khushboo
825 Dastarkhwan- 9:40
Methman 10:05 Aap K0 Anwar
Magsood 10:30 Enghsh Fifr
Tarzan 10:55 WM

11:00 Khatrain 11:10 Mer
Pasand 11:38 Janun 12:85
Quran-E Hakeem 1:02 Bismifiah




