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NEWS BRIEFS

N'ganj Jubo Dal
leader arrested

NARAYANGANJ. Sept 20: A
Jubo Dal leader was arrested
today on charge of various cases
includi murder. Badiuzza-
man u, a district leader of
BNF's front Jubo Dal, was
arrested from his residence at
12:45 this afternoon. His fam-

members. however, claimed

t Bodu was arrested while he
was going Lo a nearby mosque to
offer Jumma prayers. reports
UNB.

CU exams postponed
till Oct 1

CHITTAGONG . Sept 20, he
authorities of the ChitLagong
University has decided (o posi

all examinations of dil-
Icﬂ:m academic years till Oclo-
ber 1 due to unavoidable rea-
sons According Lo university
sources the fresh date of the ex-
anunations will be announced
later. reports BSS

Quakes hit Southern
Philion:

HONG KONG. Sept 20 Two
sirong earthgquakes shook the
southern Philippines today. the
Roval Hong Kong Observatory
reported [t said one guake
measuring 6.4 on the Richier
scale shook an area 270 km
(169 miles) east-southeast of
Cebu island at 12.15 pm (0415
GMT) The observatory earlier
reported the first guake in the
same area with a sirength of 6.2
at 8,07 am (0007 GMT). reports
Reuter

Keshab Chandra
College opens today

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, 20: Jheni-
dﬂrﬂ:l Government Cha-
a reopens tomorrow
after five days of closure. The
college was closed fol a
series of clashes between
activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra and Biplobi
Chhatra Moitree. Earlier. a
e meeting was held in the
ty Commissioner s office.

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested KG Karim_ a
fugitive. from Zhigatola area
under Dhanmeondi in the
city Thursday. Karim was
wanted in several cases. police
sources said that he
sheitered terrorists in Dhan-
mondi area. Police said that
there was allegations of collect-
ing tolls against Karim

wooden electric
by the Rural

tion.

nated in the long
According

rur.

arsenic compounds were im-

ported and installed across the
country for rural electrifica-

The environment experts
said that the soil and under-
ground water at places where
such poles have been installed
might get severely contami-

Over three crore pounds of
toxic arsenic compeund entered
into Bangladesh through the
poles imported
Electrification
Board+4REB) during the last two
decades, official sources said

here yesterday, reports BSS.
They said during the od
over 25 lakh poles coated with

to the tender
specification of the REB the
poles were treated with chro-
mated copper arsenate (CCA),

—————

ammoniacal copper arsenic
(ACA), oxide formulation only

or ammoniacal copper zinc ar-
senic (ACZA).

REB sources said the arsenic
com

nds were used as preser-

vatives to protect the poles from

high temperature.

The specification said 12
pounds CCA were needed on an
average to treat a ten feet
wooden pole.

The sources said on an aver-

age the REB used 125 lakh poles
annually.

An expert at the Atomic En-
ergy Commission who preferred
anonymity said the arsenic
compounds on the poles could
cause serious environmental
hazards by contaminating the
underground water and soil in
the surrounding areas.
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Water & soil contamination may turn serious

25 lakh REB-imported poles
contained over 3cr lb arsenic

He said the arsenic contam-
ination might reach a serious
level in the near future.

The expert said the arsenic
contamination in West Bengal
of India was also widespread
and source of this contamina-
tion was mineral resources. Be-
cause of this the arsenic con-
tamination in West Bengal is
caused in the soil under to
300 feet.

But in the case of Bangladesh
the arsenic contamination is
found at 50 to 100 feet ground
level which proved that the
source of contamination is on
the surface of the ground unlike
West Bengal where arsenic con-
tamination is concentrated in
14 districts. In Bangladesh the
contamination is spread in sev-
eral kets.
suggested that soil around
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War games near Iraqi border

KUWAIT Sept 20 American

ir S War near
the i border rocking
the r:l:it with 4 Aar-

tillery shells and bursts
chine-gun fire, reports AP.

Also. 400 more US troops
arrived from the United States.
said Navy Lt Mark Boyd.

Despite easing tensions be-
tween the United States and
gg . a Utgta.l luf more than

: mili sonnel
and 200 A:.‘;ﬂicl:?pmﬂ will
soon be in the Guif

The United States boosted its
presence in the region Thurs-
day. sending more ground
troops and 75 warplanes to pa-
trol Iragi skies.

A total of 200 American sol-
diers landed Thursday at
Kuwait International Airport.
the vanguard of 3.500 soldiers
sent by President Clinton to
protect Kuwait

The soldiers join 1.200 oth
ers who have been training for
weeks in the Kuwaiti desert on
120 Abrams M1-A] tanks and

terprise also ar-
rived in the Gulf about
75 anes and B, per-
sonnel in its battle group. said
Cmdr T McCreary. a Ug Navy
man. It joins the carrier
SS Carl Vinson which has
been involved in pol the
"No- zone in southern iraq.
Before the buildup. there
were only about 19.000 US mili-
t:B' personnel in the region.
Including the 1.200 in Kuwait,
about | | 000 were on naval ves-
sels and about 7 000 Air Force
men and women were in Saudi
Arabia. The new tr will
bring the total US presence to
over 30.000
US President Bill Clinton
ordered the deployment as part

Over 30000 more troops, 200
jets join US forces soon

of a major show of force in the
Gulf to contain Iragi President
Saddam Hussein and pressure
L into his air de-
fenses in an expanded no fly
zone set up the United States
over southern Iraq.

Meanwhile, Iraq said toda
that it could 'annihilate’ any
ground attack by US troops now
massing in neighbouring
Kuwait

The editor of the government

Al-Gumh a, Salah al-

tar, told that the 'p-
resence of 5,000 American sol-
diers did not scare Iraq.

‘In case of attack. these
5.000 soldiers would be easily
annihilated.” he added.

Saddam Hussein is stronger
than before his latest clash

with the United States and still
threatens such as Jordan.

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia CIA
See Page 12 Col B

the installed poles should be
tested to find out the level of ar-
senic contamination.

An official at the health di-
rectorate told BSS that arsenic
contamination had been traced
in the western border of the
country. Besides there is an in-
crease of arsenic contamina-
tion in the areas of Cha-
painawabganj, Narayanganj,
Rajshahi. Kushtia, Mehlerpur,
Chuadanga, Jhenidah. Jessore,
Pabna, Bagerhat and Satkhira,
he said.

The official said over 12
lakh people could fall victim to
the arsenic contamination.

He underlined the need for
extensive survey and experience
io find out causes of the arsenic
contamination before it got out
of hand.

US co keen to
develop Bhola
—__gasfield

By Sharier Khan and

Inam Ahmed

A US company, Unocal, has
expressed its keenness to de-

op Shahbazpur gas field in
Bhola and to set up a power
plant there, according to
Petrobangla sources.

Representatives of Unecal
are already in the city and has
explained to the government
their operational plan for de-
veloping the gas field. The plan
includes setting up of a 200 MW
power plant. the sources said.

Shah ur gas field, dis-
covered in November last, now
remains 'sealed’ as Petro
is still to take steps for utilisa-
tion of the gas due to lack of
fund, according to a highly
B}ar:cd source in the Energy

inistry.

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina duri her visit to
8 month an-

llised by up a
W pc plant which
puldh meet the require-
ments in the south west region
of the country.

The region is hea -
den! on imported m]m
power generation and indus-
trial growth there is hindered

See Page 12 Col 8

Expansion of
cabinet
speculated

Star Report

Speculations in the ruling
Awami Len%:r circle are ripe
these days that Party Chiel and
I'rime Minister Sheikh Hasina
1% going to expand her cabinet
shortly.

There are also speculations
about a few persons, most of
them members of the Jatiya
Sa . who are likely to
inducted into the cabinet. Some
of them were even receiving
‘congratulations in advance
from the party rank and file,
insiders said.

Presently. some cabinet
membeérs are holding more
than one ministries. Many
mid-ranking leaders of the
party feel that the cabinet
should be expanded for the sake
of proper functioning of the
overnment, by lessening the

urden of those holding more
than one or two portfolios.

The speculated names in-
clude those of Engineer
Mosharral Hossain who has
just won the parliamentary by-
elections in Chittagong-1 Con-
stituency. Ashikur hman
who has been voted to Parlia-
ment in the by-elections in
Rangpur-5 Nurul Islam Nahid
from Sylhet-6. Sheikh Faziul
Karim Selim from lgonj- |
and A K M Jahangir MP. Of the
non-MPs, Amir Hossairf Amu is
being strongly speculated about.

contacted. most of the

persons concerned. however,

expressed their ignorance about
See Page 12 Col 7

Jatraban bus fire
case: 3 more

arrested
Star Report

Three more persons,
C ed in the Jatrabari
bus lire case were arrested on
Thursday, according to a police
press release here yesterday.

Police carried out a raid at

# i

Il'

y ! the chargesheeted per

sons — Mohammad Oziullh,
Nasir and Shoukat — who were
also notorious toll collectors,
Lthe release said.

least eight persons were
roasted alive when some mis-
creants torched a Noakhali

minal at about 1]1:30 pm with
31 on board.

earlier arrested three
persons — Liagat, Sentu and
Abed in connection with the
case. T'hh:{ had already con-
fessed their involvement in the
bus fire incident. said police
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RAJUK chairman

1ai says

90pc deviate from the
construction plan

Star Report

More than 90 per cent of the
owners deviate from the RA-
JUK-approved plans during
ronstruction ol bhuildings, Hu-
mayun Khadem. Chairman of
ﬁnaﬁhani Unnayan Katripakha
(RAJUK) said yesterday.

Within a month, RAJUK will
crack down on unauthorised
structures as well as buildi
built deviating from the ap-
proved plans and start takin
drastic action, the RAJU
chairman said. '

“The owners have got to be
aware of the fact that by deviat-
ing from the building plans and
using cheap and substandard
building materials they are
putting everyone at risk and
making the buildings not sus-
tainable.,” said the Chairman
while talking to The Daily Star
about the collapse of an under-
construction seven-storied
building in Kalabagan area of
the city on Monday.

When asked about allega-
tions that a section of the RA-

JUK supervisors and inspectors

choose to 'overlook’ anomalies
in construction sites after being
bribed, the RAJUK chairman
said "the problem exists.” In
case of Monday's incident, we
have suspended the Building In-
spector and the process to sus-
pend the Authorised Officer,
Assistant Authorised Officer
and the Chief Inspector was un-
derway."”

There are forty RAJUK su-
pervisors whose duty is to over-
see implementation of the ap-
proved designs during con-
struction of buildings.

When asked whether RAJUK
would make public the list of
faulty and unauthorised struc-
tures prepared by a task force
two years ago, the RAJUK
Chairman replied, "there must
be a revolutionary change in

See Page 12 Col 2

Poor performance, violation of rules

The Dhaka Stock Exchange

(DSE) has initiated a process to
delist t companies from the
bourse their "poor perfor-

mance and breachi listing
ruhl.'mrmnldn'

The companies are:
Em PVC Industries

. ma Tea : egs

1 Exports Industries, Eﬁ%-
Industries Ltd, ssive
Plastic Industries , Milon

Tanneries Ltd and New Dhaka
Refractories Ltd.

DSE chairman Imtiyaz Hu-
sein told UNB that the decision
to delist the companies was
taken to protect the future in-
vestors as these public compa-
nies were lacking in sound en-
vironment for investment.

DSE to delist eight
companies

man.
He informed that the deci-
sion would be effective in 60
days as per the rules of the
bourse.

Asked whether the move is
very late since the per-
formance of the companies
were not up to the mark for last

w: of years, Husein said:

c:.'r late than never." —
recent

curities and E:-:hang:w

sion (SEC) about making in-

vestment in 24 listed compa-
nies, he said the DSE had
warned its members about giv-
ing counsel to investors in
making investment in these
companies.

"But it is very difficult to
make the investors under-

“Ht said the mm stand,” u&s&ﬁmn said.
did ‘ﬁ' ﬂltffﬂ'mh'olhh‘lt ‘a "stabile
two/three r were also  shape” through correction, un-
served notices éltrlier re-  derstandi and adjuntmg:L
garding their performance, but High speculation on some par-
. he added. ticular issues came down while

"We have taken the decision
for the better interest of the in-
vestors. We want that no new
investors are exploited and lose
their confidence on the capital
market.” said the DSE chair-

a few com gained in
speculative tendency.

Citing example, Husein said
some good textiles issues. which
were under-priced. improved
recently.
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will not be any disturbances

great and no
ent ages,

NRBs want 'industrial
park' for investment

“oi1-Resident Bangladeshis
(NRHs) living around the world

are keen to invest in various
sectors of the country. reports
UNB

Leaders of Non-Resident
adeshis Investors Forum

Ltd told a press conference in
Dhaka yesterday that they
wanted opportunities to invest
their capital in their homeland.

"Non-resident Bangladeshis
can play an effective role in the
country's efforts to attain eco-
nomic development,” said Reza
Karim. convenor of the newly-
launched forum.

He said the NRBs need to
have free flow of information
about the investment climate
and opportunities of the coun-
try to invest their money.

"A national consensus is re-
quired to accelerate free market
economy in Bangladesh which
will encourage long-term for-
eign direct investment here,” he

He said the Non-Resident In-
dians (NRIs) are pouring bil-
llons of dollars in the Indian
economy. They also bring in the
brain power which helps
transfer of western technology
to local industries.

Like the NRls. the NRBs can
also contribute immensely to
technology transfer and im-

provement of management
skills by preventing 'brain
drain’ and encouraging 'reverse
brain drain.' Karim said.

"We stand committed to
making Bangladesh an in-
vestors paradise.” he added.

Hailing the present govern-
ment's plan to set up private
EPZ, the NRBs urged the gov-
ernment to set up a separate 'In-
dustrial Park' for them in the
country.

They observed that the local
nationalised and private com-
mercial banks have to be more
pro-active in encouraging and
supporting the NRBs invest-
ment.

The NRB Investors Forum
suggested that the immigration,
customs and bag%agc handlin
system at Zia Internationa
Airport be made simplified.

plying to a question, NRB
Investors Forum director Niaz
Rahim said the NRBs are now
investing in Latin American
countries like Argentina and
Bolivia due to lack of informa-
tion about the investment cli-
mate of their own country.

NRBs think that there is a
bright prospect to invest in
software development indus-
iries and capital market sec-
tors, said S M Quader, another
dlirector of lnvestors Forum.

‘Nq:iali parliament ratifies

river treaty with India

KATHMANDU. Sept 20
Nepal's joint houses ol Parlia-
ment this evening ratified a
controversial Indo-Nepal river
treaty, a parlumcm:g source
announced, reports

The exact number of votes
which went in favour of the
ireaty is yetl to be announced,
the source added.

Nepal's constitution says a

. bilateral treaty regarding its

natural resources has to be rati-
filed by a two-thirds majority of
both ses of parliament.

Earlier the main tion
Nepal Communist P -United
Marxist Leninist (NCP-UML)
withdrew its tion to the
ratification as demonstrators
clashed with police outside par-
liament,

The cha in the NCP-UM-
L's stance allowed the treaty to
reach the needed majority

More than 8, extreme
leftist and extreme rightists
demonstrated outside the par
llament bullding chanting anti
Nepal and anti-Indian slogans

and trying to prevent MPs from
voling on the treaty witnesses

Police fired teargas to dis
perse the crowd and several ex-
treme-left leaders were arrested

u-”_-E‘-vvn
1 staunch su ers and

activists of the CP-UML
warned their party MPs of un-
lﬁeclﬂrd dire consequences il
they dared to ratify the bilat-
eral accord.

The demonstration was or-
ganised by the extreme left Na-
tional Demeocratic Front-Nepal
(NDF-N). Nepal Workers' and
Peasants' Party (NWPP).

The tripartite coalition gov-
ernment had tabled the treat
for ratification by a two-thirds
majority of both houses ol
Nepal's parliament last month
but the P-UML called for re
visions to the treaty before it
would give its su

The NCP-U decided to
change its stance after the
Nepa ment recefved a
letter on the treaty from the In-
dian government which said
New Delhi was pre to hold
lalks on the Mahakali package

: PRICE TAKA 5.00

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said there
or
ﬂghtilng“and r;:rgggl!ct among
eople eve roperl
ollows the |E::m’ch Ehuwedp Ferbg'
le men in differ-

She asic St pread

cs at men like
Lord Buddha, Srlgml{rllhna, Je-
sus Christ and Prophet Mo-
hammad (SM) gave guidelines
for religious tices and dedi-
cated their life for peace and
welfare of the people.
The Prime Minister was
speaking at a function organ-
ised by Bangladesh Bou
Krishti Prachar Sangha in
connection with the inaugural
of International Prayer Hall
and Nikkio Niyano Clinic at
the Dharmarajik Mahabihar at
Kamalapur in the city in the af-
ternoon. :
Hasina said that she was
pledge-bound to run the country
with cooperation of and under-
standing from all irrespective
of caste, creed and political be-

See Page 12 Col 1

100 days in power

ALCWC meets
soon to review

performance

By Reaz Ahmad

The Central Working Com-
mittee (ALCWC] of ruling
Awami League will meet here
}his w::llt tua}atllcc stock of the
atest politic evelo ts in
the country, party insiderﬂpmm said
yesterday.

The meeting is being consid-
ered important as it is going to
be held against the ba of
the upcoming national council
session of the party, scheduled
for December next, the party's
crossing 100 days in power and
the main opposition party's re-
newed threat of launching a
greater movement programme.
The ALCWC meeting may review
the performance of the new
government. party insiders
said.

The last meeting of the AL-
CWC was held on July 26 which
was the firs{ after Awami
League came to power after 21
years. At that ng. the ha- *
tional couneil session of the
party was deferred by three
months for holding parliamen-

tary by-polls in some con-
stituencies and flood in the
country. '

Awami League president and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is likely to chair the upcoming

See Page 12 Col |

Murtaza Bhutto
hurt in gunfight

with police
By Staff Correspondent

Mortuza Bhutto, brother of
Pakisfan Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto. was critically in-
jured in a clash between his
supporters and olice in
Karachi yesterday, BBC World
Service reported last night.

BBC quoted Imran I[slam,
Editor of The News, Karachi, as
saying that at least six persons ’
were Killed and several police
Eersnnncl injured during a gun-

attle with Mortuza's support-
ers. The report did not mention
why the clash took place.
ortuza was admittedto a
Karachi hospital and was in the
intensive care unit, BBC said in
its 1 am bulletin.

Khairuzzaman
attends mother’s

janaza on parole

By Staff Correspondent

Major (Retd] Khairuzzaman.
one of the three detained former
army officers. was granted pa-
role for about three hours yes-
tercdlay 1o attend the janaza and
burial of his mother, according
to official sources.

Officials said Khairuzzaman
was taken out of the Dhaka
Central Jail at around 4:30 pmn
with light security arrange-
menits and was taken back lo
the jail at around 7:15 pm.

hairuzzaman's mother, FA
Shamsunnahar (77). died at the
Cardiac Institute of the Suhra-
wardy Hospital Thursday eve
ning. She was buried yesterday

See Page 12 Col 3

Arms recovered, 16

held from Tejgaon
Polytech hostel

Police in a pre-dawn raid on
Latif Hall of Tejgaon Polytech-
nic Institute in the city yester-
day arrested 16 persons and re-
covered one cul-rifle, two bui-
lets and huge arms manufactur-
ing equipment. reports UNB.

Detective Branch and Tej-

aon police jointly carried out
the raid at about 5 am and
picked up six students and 10
oulsiders, said a DMP press re-
lease

The arrested students are: M
Khairul, Istikhar Uddin. Shari-
ful Islam. Harun al Kalyum,
Laimul Huq Khan and All Ak-
mal The outsiders were identi-
fled as Mahfuzur Rahman,
Mostafizur Rahman., Waheduz-
zaman. Nazrul Islam., Jasim
Uddin. Badal, Priyo Ranjan
Das, M Nazmul, Bashar Ullah

and other relevant issues

and Noman



