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HOPE

by Adnan R Amin

HENEVER Rahmat
ventured out on a rick-
shaw, his otherwise-
useless head, would invariably
start churning out very -
thought phﬂgu hies or reh:flh -
ations. Often he ended up

ndering the deeﬁ mysteries of
ﬂ‘!?c and earth, while pedalling
away obliviously through the

dense traffic of the city streets.
This particular morning, he

had picked up a chubby. le
woman from the premises

of the Dhanmondi branch of
Bank. Immediately — he

was lost in profound thoughts.
Why did the gap between the
rich and poor exist and why did
it have to exert so much influ-
ence upon the society? And

what did the r have to live
for? What? ese questions
seemed to be storming hahmat’a

head, leaving him in immense
mental torment and utter de-

spair.

' As the lady got down from
his rickshaw on reaching her
destination. Rahmat saw a very
handsome young lad emerge
from somet . @ house which
could be next to only a
palace. When the lady noticed
the smiling young man ap-
proaching fast. she at first
5:gpcd at him, and her jaws

pped. Then she gave an ex-

hilarated cry and literally ran
over to hug the man. almost
kn Rahmat down in the
process. She even forgot to pay
the fare. So when Rahmat asked
for it, she smiled a etically
and explained that Iman was
her son who had returned from
Ukraine after seven years.

Rahmat couldn't care less about
the blabbering but at the end it
seemed to be worth listening to
as he received a ten-taka bonus.

after he had come a .

Only
long way from the house, Rah-
mat notice a plump ly-
ing on the footboard. He had
turmed his head sideways for a
turning and then almcl:;]s:y sensed
it's presence — not r seeing
the thing now — as he picked it
;Em'xmaml fell he was in a
; down inside he
knew to look inside would be
wrong, yet we all know about

curiosi the cat.
Siawt{i Rahmat unzipped the
bag. And he stood there

awestrieken. For how long?
Ma a minute, maybe two.
But it seemed like ages before
Rahmat realized what he held
was a full of crunchy — new.
five-h red taka notes. There
were at least ten bundles inside.
Rahmat felt his heart soar
which eventually culminated in
a prﬁtﬁtg loud exclamation of
LE:;.; mat was exhilarated
ond any limits.

The arrogant man who had
jumped onto the rickshaw was
utterly surprised and maybe
even humiliated as Rahmat
sternly told him to get down.
For ahmat had decided
against taklnﬁ aAnymore pas-
sengers. As the youth grudg-
l?n.r{ ot down, and Rahmat
- to pedal away, hundreds
of plans crowded in his head.

The things he could do with all
that money ........ all he had ever
dreamt about. He could buy a
taxi, or an autorickshaw; he
could easily rent out a better
place to live; and Rahmat real-
ized he could buy new clothes
for his children, send them
school and fulfill all his
wishes. The surge of {ur he felt
was ourwhelming. This was his
day. And Rahmat came to real-
ize that the people in this
world had a lot to live for.
There were miracles like this,

lmg in wait everywhere, for

TWO

"You did NOT, | assume, steal
this" Rahmat's eldest daughter
said with mocking reproach.
The query drew out a chuckle
from mat as he fervently
shm{; his head. He loved hlils
two daughters very much;
cupu:!alE‘ as their mn?her had

assed away six years earlier.

e recounted his s to them
to the merest detail. It was the
most he could do to quench
their curiosity.

That t as the trio retired
to bed, mat stroked and ca-
ressed the coarse pieces of pa-
per. He smelled them. It gave
him an air of power and author-
ity to lay his hands over all that
money. The daughters and he
discussed what they could do
with the money. One demanded
that Rahmat was to buy her
some new clothes. The other
asked for some books. Before he
dozed off to dreamland. Rahmat
decided he would immediatel
gct some gold ornaments for his

aughters — for their future. A
ray of excitement and hope

glimmered in his eyes.

Three
The woman was astonished.
She could not still believe that
the wary-looking rickshaw-
uller had brought back all the
ve-lakh taka she had lost. It
was amazing! Rahmat himself
was amazed too. It had taken all
his willpower to come back
here. The woman had seated
him on the sive sofa. She
olfered him cold-drinks and
snacks. And after Rahmat re-
lated to the story for the second
time. in the last twenty -four
hotrs: She thanked him again
and tried to hand him a thou-
sand takas. Refusing in his
most genial manner. Rahmat

away.

The ous night, Rahmat
had lived awake pondering
whether he should keep the
money. Instantly, he knew it
was wrong. It wasn't though as
if the realization had not

keep the money for himself,
Rahmat wondered if the money
was meant to be kept by him.
But soon he came to understand
that despite the fact that the bag
was almost a blessing In dis-
guise, they did not live for such
miracles in this world — but for
the ray of hope that came with

—
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What Is Radium?

ADIUM is a radicactive element

"radioactive’ means.

Let us ser what

Elements are made up of atoms. Most atoms are stable.
which means they do not change from year to year. But a few of
the heaviest atoms break down and change into other kinds.
This breakdown or decay is called "radio activity.”

Each radioactive element decays or disintegrates by giving
off rays at a certain rate. This rate cannot be hurried or slowed
by any known method Some change rapidly, others siowly, but
in all cases the action cannot be controlled by man.

In the case of radium. this decay would go on and on until the
radium would be finally changed into lead. For exampile, half a
gram of radium would change to atoms of lower atomic weight
in 1,590 years. After another 1,590 years. half of the remaining
radium would change: and so on until it all became lead.

Radium was discovered by Madame Curie and her husband
Pierre Curie. They were refining a ton of pitchblende, which is
an ore that contains uranium. They knew the uranium was gv-
ing off invisible rays. but they felt there must be some other
substance there. too. much more powerful. First they found
polonium. another radioactive element, and finally they suc-
ceeded in isolating a tiny speck of radium.

Radium gives off three kinds of rays, called alpha, beta. and
gamma rays. Alpha rays are fast-moving particles of the gas
helium. Beta rays are fast-moving electrons. And garmma rays
are like X-rays but usually more penetrating. Whenever one of
these rays is ejected. the parent atom from which it comes

angladsh Made the 'Sheiks
Dig Their Own Grave'’

by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

- LAS! Bangladesh crickei
team has done something
to cheer about. It was our

maiden victory in any internat-
fonal cricket tournament.
Though two years back they
won a 7 nation cup back in
Malaysia.

With this win Bangladesh
once again proved that they can
be dangerous from time to time.
The 12 teamn ACC meet started a
week or two back. Six teams in
each group compeled in the
Round Robin League.
Bangladesh was the only un-
beatenn side at the meel.
Malaysia once again proved to
be a happy hunting ground for
Bangladesh. Bangladesh de-
[eated Nepal. Brunei. Japan.
Hong Kong and Fiji.

qualified for the semi-
finals. where they thrashed
Papua NewGuinea by 7 wickets.
They took sweel revenge against
this side who,oulraced them in
1982 ICC meetl. They deleated
the Bengal tigers by 3 wickets.

Well now time has changed
Bangladesh has matured in
cricket. Both the semi-finals
and finals were played in the
Kilat club ground at Kuala
Lumpur

Sunday real test awaited
Bangladesh Around 7:30 thou:
sands of Bangladeshis tuned in
Bangladesh tar, with all of
their hearts throbbing When
the thriller started UAE won
the toss, and welcomed

Bangladesh Lo bat.
Bangladeshes two dazzling
opener Shahriar Hossain and
Liton gave Bangladesh a flyin
start. The first wicket added 6
runs before Liton departed.
Then the falling of wickets
started. Only Bulbul with a pol-
ished 46 saved the day. Akram
Khan scored | run, and there
was no one to pull the sail for
Bangladesh. The last wicket
vartnership of Salahuddin and
aiful gave Bangladesh some
respectability. The fail enders
added 32 before Saiful was out.
So Bangladesh was bundled out
fur 212 in 49.3 overs,

Resuming to bat the UAE
started with some flashy shots.
In the first over of Anisur
Rahman. Salim Raja clubed 1]
runs. But Khaled Mahmud
Sujon, struck back in the sec-
ond over, by taking the danger-
ous wicket of Azhar Sayed. He
also removed Salim Raja for 17
Well cricket is a game of uncer-
tainty. The tide began to turn
after first the two were out.
Only Arshad Laiq was unbeaten

on 31. Wickets fellin uick
successions. and the abian
Lion was in great problem

Rafig with his lovely off spin
and Salahuddin with his quick-

jes booked the UAE for 104 runs
in 36 4 overs.

The UAE batsmen just
couldn’t do well in spin. When
in Rafiques ball Taquir gave an

easy calch to Bulbul at the slip.

the grave was finally dug. and
indeed it was deep. Our dogs did
a marvellous job. Khaled
Mahmood Sujon was adjugded
the man of the match while
Azhar Sayed got the man of the
series award.

Bangladesh team has
thrilled us with each of their
run. bowling and fielding. But
we can't stop. For the rav of
hope which they planted in our
heart, will grow into something
big. and we expect more. Our
cricketers have made us proud.

Tears came into my eyes
when Akram Khan lifted the
ACC trophy. After 25 years of
Independence. we had done
something great. Snmethin;%
unique in its own way!
Football. hockey and other
games has given us nothing but
cricket has enthralled us We
are proud of them.

With this win we can little
forget about our horrifying past
in the ICC. That was a catastro-
Eht. | hope Bangladesh won't

ave to face it again. Our sports
mifiister has promised to bring
a forei coach in no time. and
he also pledged to build to a
cricket stadium at Moghbazar.
Now: we have to chanalize the
ralemts of our cricketers.

The coming months are im-
portant for us. in March we are
supposed to pia{ the ICC. The
boys should work hard to keep

up their regulatjnn_ The sports
ministry should take effective
steps to improve cricket from
the Iﬁ?ﬂ level. Better facilities
should be provided at the BKSP.
The rising players should get a
chance to show their talent.
Sunil Gavasker the one time
master in cricket. predicted
thalt Bangladesh would do better
in the uture. and the side has
improved a great deal. He also
mentioned that Akram Khan
captained his team well.

Bangladesh won the ACC
trophy without the service of
four rational key players. They
are Minahazul Abedin. Far
Ahmed. Athar Ali and Enam
Haq. Some of the people are
saying that Bangladesh cricket
doesn't need them any more.
They are wrong, and they have
no icea about cricket,

It's very good that
Bangladesh team won. it's a
great pride to all of us. But we
musin’t forget that ‘experience
counts in cricket, no matter

how good you are'.

Well alas Bangladesh cricket
has entered the twilight zone'.
It's not the time to look back.
but it is the time for the Bengal
tigers to look forward. The
Royal Bengal Tigers are now
hunting. and nothing can sto
them. for the ray of hope whic
our warriors has given us would
enlighter our soul and ofcourse
their soul.

The (

IANT halo of eggs aston

ished scientists with its
size after a Chinese larmer
found it on a hillside.

Believed to be the largest
nest yet found, the matrix is
studded with 26 exposed eggs
more may be locked inside
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Another trove contains
of a therizinosaur [heluwi*
which lived in the Cretaceous
period, between 110 million
and 65 million years ago. More
than ten feet in length, these
long-clawed plant -eaters were
related to meat-eaters like
Tyrannosaurus rex
Because the tops of eggs usu-
ally broke off during hatching.
fossil clutches are normally ex-
cavated from below. Unscripu-
lous diggers have been known to
lue pleces together and sell
them as whole eggs. For scien-
lists. breakage is a boon — em-
bryos were preserved only when
the eggs were cracked belore the

yolks and whites decom .
The sl ud}' ol vimbryos conild

reveal more aboul the link be-
tween the dinosaurs and their
descendants, the birds. It could

tected and nurtured their eggs
and young. The most intriguing
idea — cloning a dinosaur from
DNA. a scenario featured in the
book and movie Jurassic Park
— is also the most outlandish.

Small eggs often produced
pargantuan adults — and at im-
pressive growth rates.

Can DNA be extracted from
dinosaur eggs? Success was re-
tmnﬂd by a team led by molecu-
ar biologist Chen Zhangliang
at the College of Life Sciences al
Peking University, where he
works with paleontologist
Zhang Yun. But some scientists
remain skeptical. While DNA
may well have been isolated
Lthey say, it has not been proved
it was from a dinosaur.

Meanwhile. eggs are being
studied by an interdisciplinary
team of scientists at North

et Dinosaur kgo Hunt

vealed a sampling of atmo-
spheric oxygen from the time
the eggs were laid some 75 mil-
lion years ago. Further studies
couild reveal more about the an-
inials’ reproduction. diet. and
whelher some were warm-

blooded.

Courtesy — National Geographic

| ;‘—\ "I"n'bute to
Raihan Sir

Do you suffer from
TRISKAIDEKAPHOBIA?

(From ‘The glant book of fantastic facts')
by Tazeen Helali

HE fear of number 13 is

called TRISKAIDEKAP-

HOBIA. Go to any street
in a French town and you won't
find a house numbered 13, the
Italians leave it out of all
lotteries. All over Britain,
superstitious people fail to turn
up for work on the 13th of the
month. A Scotsman had even
spent every Friday the 13th in
his bed and hadn't eaten
anything in fear of food-poi-
soning and choking.

An American businessman,
Nick Matsoukas said it was
ridiculous but he saw that peo-
ple refused to take decisions on
that day and found reasons to
stay at home. He estimated that

| started descri

discussing my latest

all the physical quantities
That make you forget the
Psychological qualities

200 entire paisas

improving my mind

improvement

I'd also wasted money

On the girl | mentioned.
With even fewer benefits.

DRENALIN

Seeping oul my pores
Action
Hyperaction

Hear the buzz of his wings

After | h up
! rcallzcauzﬁat I'd spent Tk 2,

On an absolutely phone call
to an absolutely worthless degenerate.

What | didn't realize was that
and time,

a lot more than an hour on Tk 2 in this case,

this superstition had caused

and ma

£100,000,000 a

still causes America

ar. But Nick

was not bothe about 13. He
was the thirteenth of 13 chil-
dren and has 13 letters in his
name. He even organized an

anti-superstition

emonsira-

tion in Athens on February
13th with 13 girls who would
smash mirrors and throw away
horseshoes and rabbit feet. But
alas, the demonstration was
postponed, Mr Matsoukas died
of a heart attack two days be-

fore the event was to take
you call it — coinci-

What would

place.

dence or superstition?
laken e to the brink ol in-

sarnity.

was talking to a friend of mine
over the telephone
A fellow t and fellow inmate

a very describable girl | know
and we wasted more than an hour

head-over-heels skipping rope

~  and the time | could have spent
(which does have

Warning rushing through niv veins

See the Enemy fly into Home Territory

A Waste Of Soul

: Anti-Rodent Anarchist Fooling
Around Thoughtfully

While we were %'elendmg to sneeze in Verse
ing

room for

Operation Roach

: Someone the Great

changes from one element to another. This change is called determine whether some di- Carolina State University at | g telling a story more ominous
"atomic transmutation.” nosaurs were warm-blooded Raleigh They report that anal- Than the sirens clanking in your head

The largest deposit of radium-bearing pitchblende ever and how carefully they pro- ysis of bone phosphates re- O Great loughing one Patriotism. awaken

found is in the Great Bear Lake region in Canada. * With the goften Ray-Ban ﬂhﬁﬁg
Minty "Spout’ dost thou e
. . . B , chew the armed arm forces
and leg forces
What is Radioactivity? o ooy sl s g L

ARDLY anyone can grow up in the world today without gl'iﬂ‘lmll' od witt Et:uhed!!

haring about — and worrying about — radioactivity. We With no-one to weep, to mourn over his martyrdom

know that testing of atom bombs creates radioactivity. “'gm against Mortein
which is why it is one of the greatest problems facing mankind Finally
today. But just what is radicactivity — and why is it harmful to Which tends fo adhere My room's been rid of the irritating rebel
man? to shoes L was lntcrrupunﬁ my strivations towards nirvana

Let's start with the atom. Every kind of atom is constructed O great laughing one Though the cockroach wasn't that lucky.
somewhat likke our solar system. Instead of the sun there is a A tradition has
nucieus, and instead of planets there are electrons revolving | Just what, we don't
around it. The nucleus is made up of one or more positively know : I
charged particles.

Radioactivity occurs when something happens to cause the Sut it thymed — and B RDS
atom to send off one or more particles from its nucleus. At the now we go-) hyA.ifRnhmm
same time, the atom may send out energy in the form of rays P.S — Mr Someone the
(gamma rays). Great kindly

Now some elements are naturally radicactive. This means Eﬂl:lf.dbmm The birds do sing,
the atoms are constantly discharging particles. When this hap- sonnet for he - While comes the spring,
pens, we say it is "disintegrating.” When particles are sent off. of And fly the birds,
the element undergoes a change. In this way. radium — which is mm-mm From tree to tree,
naturally radicactive — sends off particles and disintegrates m{llpm o And also over the sea.
into other elements until it becomes lead. -

Scientists have now learned how to produce artificial ra- imran, Suzana, Daniel, Colourful birds wonderful birds
diocactivity. By bombarding the atoms of certain elements with Shamblt and Arafaf) “ﬁw-m-“
particies, they could make those atoms begin to disintegrate who are heartbroken Some birds red,
and thus become radicactive. The bombarded atoms would thus because Ralhan Sir has
send off energy. That's why these machines are called “atom loft thelr crummy school. And “I .-:.!“m' | |

smashers.”



