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Finance N_ljnister tells workshop

b

DHAKA FRID/

Productive activities of women
should be related to economy

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria }rfsterda_'f said the pro
ductive activities of the women
in families. especially those in
rural aseas. should be related to
the modern sector ol economy,
reports BSS.

He said traditionally the
women in Bangladesh are doing
a lot of economic work in the
household including the hard
{uh of processing the crops after
1arvesting. but their work is
not recognised by society,

Speaking as the chiel guest |

at the inaugural session of a
workshop on “poverty allevia-
tion by homeworker woimen
here. the finance minister said
the contribution of these
women to the national economy

is 1gnored as they do not earn
cash and because of gender
difterentiation

Emphasising the need for
changing the attitude and per
ception of society. he said true
gender equalfty should come in
society spontaneously. He said
our Constitution is very much
liberal in this regard where
both men and women hiave been
given equal recognition mn the
eves of law

Organised by Bangladesh
Homeworkers Womgn Associa
tion. (BHWA). the inaugural
session was also addressed by
State Minister for Labour and
Manpower MA Mannan. 1LO
Director Paul J. Bailey Manag:
ing Director of Sonali Bank A
Siddique. ADAB Chairman Dr

Kazi Farc Ahmed General
Secretary of Textile Workers
Assoctation in the Asia Pacific

#egion Noriyuki Suzuki, Gen-

eral Secretary of International
Textile Garment Labour Work
ers Federation Neil Kearney,
President of BHWA. Miss Dil-
rowshan Akhtery and General
Secretary. Mrs Dilruba Anguri.

The Finance Minister said
private entrepreneurs includtrﬁ
the NGOs should come forw
in integrating rural women
with income generating activi-
ttes like poultry farming and
silk lnduul‘r}' He said Thai en-
trepreneurs had succeeded in
this regard.

The State Minster assured
full rﬂnpfratinn in fulfilling

the demands ol the association
atul said the covernment was
determined (g ensure falr wages
to all including the home-
worker womern.

Managing Director ol Sonali
Bank also assured cooperation
in providing loans on easy
terms to different groups and
associations of homeworker
women to expedite their income
generating activities,

Different speakers observed

that the hdmeworker women .

déprived of their fair

were hf_‘il'l.g
prlcts of their com-

wages an
modities,

IO Director Balley ex-
plained different aspects of ILO

convention on homeworker
WOITIET)
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Bangladesh to
receive Tk 130 cr
Swedish grant

Bangladesh will receive a
grant of Swedish kroner 210
million equivalent to approxi-
mately Taka 130 crore from
Sweden for rural empl tgrrm:nt
sector programme III durin
1996-2000. reports UNB.

An agreement to this etfect
was signed between the
Bangladesh pgovernment and
the Swedish government at
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) of Finance Ministry yes-
terday.

ERD Joint Secretary of Fi-
nance Ministry AB Chowdhury
and Charge d'Affairs of Sweden
to Bangladesh signed the
agreement on behalf of their re-
Spectlive governments, says ar
official handout.

The programme will be im-
plemented thruugh [tve prod-
ucts in greater Faridpur and
Kurigram districts. The main
objective of the programme in
the development of physical
infrastructure in the rural ar-
eas for increase of production
and emplovimen] generalign of
the poorer community.

GENEVA. Sept 19; United
Nations EEﬂl’lDHllSlE said today
that world growth had stalled
and warned that anti-infla-
tionary policies in richer coun-
tries could spark popular reac-
tion against open trade and a
return to protectionism, says

Reuter.

The UN's Conference bn
ment
survey
slobal scene, also found

Trade and Develo
(UNCTAD), in its annu
of the
that while leading emergin

economies in Asia were stil
growing rapidly they faced a

mounting challenge from
lower- Wﬂ%ﬁ* counltries.
"The slowing down of growth

in the world economy is likely
to continue during the remain-
der of 1996.," UNCTAD's trade

and development report said.

The overall growth rate for

the current year would not ex-
ceed the 2.4 per cent in 1995, al- -

ready a drop from 1994's 2.8

cent that was scored as the
%lﬂbﬂ] economy was emerging

rom three years of reeession.
UNCT&D suggested

tary Union (EMU) were partl

BSRS sets
recovery

that
policies pursued in the drive
among major members of the
European Union to meet condi-
tions lor Economic and Mone-

Jute growers to get fair

State Minster tor Jute and
Texliles AK Faezul Huq said the
jute growers would get fair
J;rices for their products as

aka 150 crore had been re-
leased for procuremeint ol jite

In an interview with BSS at
his Secretariat chamber yester-
day the minister said if re-
quired more fund would be
made available as the govern-
ment of Prime Minster Sheikh
Hasina wants to ensure fair

prices for the a%rn:ult ural prod-
uc‘ts He said the average pre-
vailing price for jute was be-
iween Taka 340 and Taka 350
per mound. He. however, said

that in isolated cases the prices *

might be lower. White tosha is,
however, sold at Tk. 460 per
maund, he said.

Referring to the release of
funds, he said this time it was
in September while there were
examples when such fund was
made available even in Novem-
ber and December in the past.
The delay in the release of fund
means investment in unproduc-
tive sectors. he said.

stearm.

The commitment to reach
.the targets for the launch of a
single European currency in
1999, while fostering growth
and employment. "Presents a
dauntin%challenge it said.

cuts undertaken

to meet the (EMU) convergence
conditions... are exerting
downward pressure on the
growth of output, and therefore
on the very budget, receipts
needed to meet the fiscal tar-

gets.”

There was, it added, "scope
for further monetary relaxation
on pursuit of the twin goals of

::Dn‘w: ce and growth.”

noting that the United

Statts and Bntam had been
able to combine wage and price
urnem-
loyment, the report said there

tpva.ﬂ real riskepﬂf deflatiomn” in
most developed economies if
monetary policy continued to
focus on fighting inflation and

stability with falling

governments on cutting budgets.
The U rience of main-
taining h. in the face of

assertions that the economy
confirms
fears of inflation have

was overheating.”
that

been exaggerated. ” it declared,

He was critical of the past
BNFP government for dissolving
tHe Bangladesh Jute Corpora-
tion (BJC) without making al-
ternative arrangement for the
storage of jute. Refuting the op-
position allegations that there
were: no required number of

purchase centres, he said
though the number had been re

duced compared to that ol the
last year _there was no pfoblem
regardlng rocurement as the
cenires had been opened mostly
on the basis of recommenda-
tions of parliament members ol
the respeclive areas.

The Jute Minister had words
of praise for the agreement
signed by the past government
with the World Bank rcgardlrﬁ
jute sector adjustiment credit o
250 million US dollars (about
Taka 1000 crore] for reducing
the number of employees in
public sector jute mills under
golden handshake.

The BNFP government had
given employment to about
3.000 workers in Adamjee Jute
Mills at the fag end ol its term.

World economic growth may continue
to slow down in '96 : UNCTAD

responsible for the loss of

In Europe, it said, there was
a risk that jnl:: losses and lower
real wages, especially in low-
skill occupations, would be
blamed on imports as well as on
the drive towards EMU.

"High unemployment thus
risks increasing resistance to
puolicies directed toward achiev-
ing important objectives —
monetary union in Europe and
the full integration, through
trade, of developing countries
in the world economy." it added.

"The bright point in the
short-term outlook is the con-
tinued resilience of develo
countries to ext shocks,
including the s tion in a
number of industrialised
economies, and their ability to
maintain recent trends in the

owth of both their output and
their trade.”

These economies were less

dependent on trade with the

north "because, successful in-
dustrialisation in the south
has opened up new opportuni-

ties for south-south investment

and trade.

But. it added, " the current
outlook is not all rosy, " in sev-
eral East and South- H.Bt Asian

countries export growth seemed
to be faltering. partly que to the

- prices : Minister

He sald Adamjee had a total of
about 19,000 workers of whom
H OO0 are excess. He said ol

those %I n employment in-
cluded earlier released un-
der the golden handshake.

Asked whether those em-
ployed by the BNP government
would be fired he said. “There
are three optipns. The options
are: reirenchment. transfer or
making them irregular as casu-
als.”

He said so far a total of 60
thousand workers had been re-
duced from the public sector
ute mills under the golden

ndshake and the present gov-
ernment would honour the
agreement with the World Bank

rovided the money was re-
eased timely.

He. however, said at present
the government had no inten-
tion (o retrench any worker
from the public sector jute
mills.

He said the government has
inherited the accumulated lia-
bility in public sector jute
mills.

mergence of new competitors.
Ecriuus balance of pay-
ments deficits difficulties could
arise "if competition from low-
wage countries draws fore
investment away from Sou
East Asia,” UNCTAD warned.
to return growth of 3.1

per cent this year, its highest of
the decade — due to a
boom in export. from
high:r commeodity prices and

ly to greater political sta-
Eihty in many countries.

But the region would need to
sustain faster for some-
time to bring per capita in-

comes to their lew:l of 20 years

Latin America, slowly re-
from the effects of the
Mexican financial crisis at the
end of 1994, appeared set for
some recovery in 1996 with
output likely to be u
cent after a fall of O.
in 1995.

"For most countries in the
region, the challenge in the pe-
riod ahead is to sustain rapid
growth while consolidating re-
cent significant progress in the
fight against inflation and lim-
iting external balances,” UNC-
TAD said.
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Tourism trainers’
programme

held in Ctg

22 owners. managers and
senior staff from leading hotels
and restaurants completed five-
day trainers pru ramme al
Hotel Agrabad in Chittagong on
Thursday. says a press release.

The programme is part of the
South ia Integrated Tourism
Human Resource
presently being implemented

thr the re .
A HM Karam Ali. Managing
Director of Hotel Agrabad,

Chittagong. participated at the
closing ceremony. In his
address he stressed the
importance of tourism training
and the vital role it plays in the
upgrading and development of
the labour force.

190 trainers programmes in
right occupational areas are
being tmplemented throughout
South Asia. supported by the
European Cominission.

The course was conducted by
David T Aitken, EEC praject
Co-ordinator — Bangladesh and
Mesbahuddin Zahed, Training
Specialist of the South Asla
Integrated Tourism Human
Resource Development Project.

Abdhul Gafur?aﬁlr. President
of the Small Restaurants
Asbocliation attended the
programme along with 5 other
owners

BA to axe 5000

jobs over
next 18
months

LONDON, Sept 19: British
Alrways is to cut 5,000 stafl
over the next 18 months, as part
ol an :fﬂcttncg drive to cut
costs one billlon pounds
(1.55 billion dollars) by the year
2000, the company announced
yesterday, reports AFP.
Chief Executive ‘Bob Ayling
said the job cuts were n
to ensure the airline remains
competitive. However, he said
that BA would continue to re-
cruit staff, and by the year 2000
it e ted its British workforce
to be around 49,000, the same
number as at present.
Most of the 5,000 job losses
will be at London's Heathrow
and Gatwick Airports.

New jt MD of
Reliance Insurance

Anwarul Huq has been
redesignated as Joint Managing
Director of Reliance Insurance
Limited. says a press release.

He was given the redesig-
nation in pursuance of a re-
solution adopted at the 8th
Annual General Meeting of the
company held at its head office
in the city on August 26.

A senior man in the pro-
fession, Huq carries a vast expe-
rience in insurance business
and is widely known in the
industry and business circles.

He started his career in 1960
with Sinclair Murray (Pakis-
tan) Ltd. a company of insu-
rance loss assessor. adjusier
and surveyors.

He was trained with Munich
Reinsurance Company. Muni-
ch, and Mund Und Faster & Co,
lfamburg, Germany, on under-
writing, claims and reinsu-
rance.
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Food
Human

and Beverage trainers

programme as part of the Seuth Asa Integrated Tourism

with the Managing [Dhirector of the hotel participating

Resource Development concluded at Hotel Agrabad in Chittagong on Thursday

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19
Malaysia Wednesday unveiled
plans to deport sick foreign
workers as doctors warned that
A rise in cases ol communicable
cliseases could become a na
tional securily
unchecked, reports AFP

Health Minister Chua Jul
Meng outlined a two-pronged
l:l;ln to tighten screening of and

eep tabs on foreign workers
and to have disease:-stiriken
workers deported Iimmediately

The chixl,m Ministry had ap-
pointed clinics tn Bangladesh
and the Philippines to conduct
medical lests before workers
leave for Malaysia, he said.

[t was preparing a similar
list of clinics in Indonesia,
Pakistan and Thailand.

Previously, loreign workers
could have health checks at
clinics of their choice.

‘But a weakness in the
screening procedures has forced
Mdldymd to tighten the proce-
dures.” Chua told a news confer-
ehce, a day alter Deputy Pre-
mier Anwar Ibrahim said the
hiealth risk posed by foreign
WOrKers was worrying,

Anwar agreed with local doc-

risk if

tors that the
" caused by improper and ineffi-
cienit screening of such workers
betore their recrultment

(Chua sajd the second pﬂrl of
the plan involved wm F.H'l
agency to collect the ic
tails ol loreign workers when
they renew annual work per-
niits in Malaysia

Foreign workers will only be
able to have their medical ex
aminations at clinics and hos-
pitals registered with the
aAgency to enable the minis to
khﬂ’_’l. tabs on the workers. Chua
sa

problem was

"Those with non-treatable
and communicable diseases
will be deported immediately.”
Chua said.

He said the health mjnistry
was concerned over the rising
cases ol diseases such as
malaria, tuberculosis, elephan-
tiasis, leprosy cases, kala azar
and filariasis in Malaysia.

Doctors said most of these
diseases had been controlled
and had not been detected in the
courntry for a long time.

Foreign workers accounted
lur 30 per cent of new lepraosy
cases. 11.5 per cent of tubercu-

Malaysia plans to deport
sick foreign workers

losis cases and 9.8 per cent of
cases of filariasis. a viral infec-
tion. in Malaysia last year, he
said.

"Recently, there were three
reported cases of kala azar — a
disease spread by flies — among
foreign workers,” said Chua.

The government was re-
sponding to a warning on Mon-
day by the Malaysian medical
assoclation that the alarming
rise in such diseases brought
by foreign workers could be-
come a national security threat,
if left unchecked.

The medical association
said reported cases of malaria.
tuberculosis, elephantiasis and
other diseases among foreign
workers were disproportionate
to the population in Malaysia.

Marl..syala S a::mui:hmc growth
rate ol an aver eight per cent
since 1987 ha:ﬁeauacd a labour
crunch in the agricultural, con-

struction and industrial sec-
tors, attracting an influx of for-
eign labour.

There are some two million
foreign workers registered in
the couniry. and several thowu-
sands of others illegally hired.

NGOs in KL urge ASEAN govts
to delay Myanmar's entry .

KUALA LUMPUR. Sept 19:
Malayian nonl governmental *
organisations (NGOs) yeslerday
called on ASEAN governments
to delay Mvanmar s entry into
the regional grouping until it
makes more acceptable politi-
cal changes, says AFP.

Thirty three NGOs in a
memorandum to Malaysia's
foreign ministry, urged
Malaysia to reconsider its sup-
i)ort. for Myanmar's application
0 be a member of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions.

"We are convinced that
(Myanmar's] State Law and Or-
der Restoration Council
(SLORC) has no intention of
implementing %EHLI}HE‘ changes
in Myanmar after Elght blﬂﬂd}'
years of power". said a
spokesman of the NGOs, Ahmad
Azam Abdul Rahman.

"We did not join ASEAN to
take cover for our internal af-
fairs, Myanmar Ambassador tc
Jakarta Ny Nyi Than said
Wednesday.

Ny Nyi than made the com-
ment during a one-da fr seminar
on Southeast Asia's held by a
prn'ate think thank group in

Jakarta.

Myanmar's ruling junta

niarked its eight annfversary in

u.u r Wednesday with little

nilare. but vowed to maintain
peac-e and prosperity.

The protest came after For-
cign Minister Abdullah Abmad
Badawi confirmed Tuesday that
Malaysia had received Myan-
mar's formal application te be-
come an ASEAN member.

The application was made at
the end of last month's visit of
Myanmar's junta leader Than
Shwe to Malaysia. Abdullah
said.

ASEAN which
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines. Singapore.
Thailand and Vietnam wants to
include Myanmar, Laos and
Cambodia into its fold hy the
turn of the century.

Ahmad accu the SLORC of
using its ASEAN membership
to legitimize its "heinous
Crirges.”

"Since the regime pgained
both ASEAN observer status in
July and our government's en-
dorsement for membership the
SLORC has increased its ha-
rassment of the people of
Myanmar...". Ahmad said.

"Clearly. the notorious
SLORC is using the guarantee of
ASEAN membership as a li-

groups

cense to further perpetrate vio-
lations and abuses against our
47 million neighbours in
Myanmar, he added.

The must correct its human
rights record and pave the way
for a new democratic rule
being allowed to join ASEAN,
said Fan Yew Teng. another
NGO spokesman.

"ASEAN governments must
not give the impression that it
is condoming the practice of a
military rule,” Fan said.

"He said the NGOs were
alarmed by continuing reports
of forced labour, arbitrary
killings state endorsed rape,
torture, forced recruitment of
children into SLORC's army
and illegal incursions Iinto
Thailand and neighbouring

country.

The NGOs also criticised the
junta's denials of rights for the
ethnic Muslim Rohingyas in
Arakan state.

Debbie Stothard another
NGO spokesman described the
junta's violations as a "slap i
the face for proponents of the
constructive engagement” pol-
icy, and warned that the policy
may turn out as a disaster for
the region.

Petrol price
rises sharply

Jakarta approaches Canberra

on possible uranium purchase

SYDNEY, Sept 19: Indonesia -possibility ol buying Aus-
is exploring the possibility of tralian uranium during talks in
buying Australian uranium to .Jakarta earlier this week.
fuel its proposed nuclear power They said the minister told
industry, Australian officials Howard that electricity demand
said Thursday, says AP. in Indonesia is growing by 15

The officials, on an Asian per cent a year, and will out-
tour with Australian Prime strip available and planned
Minister John Howard told re- conventional power sources by

target in Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Sept 19: The
price of petrol marked a sharp
rise in the district following a
rumour that the government
was contemplating to enhance
the fuel price, reports UNB.

As the rumour spread in the

Russia may pay
Y’slav debt
with MiG-29s

MOSCOW, Sept 19:

Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha (BSRS) has set the re-
covery target of Taka 43.45
crore for the 1996-97 f{iscal
which is about Taka four crore
higher than the recovery target

* Russia district headquarters a section
gfﬂtlg!: mrmﬂdiﬁ%lgf:cn:z]ﬂ%::é . 1nay clear part of its debt to Yu- of traders started hoarding  porters that Indonesia's influ- 2006 or earlier.
« W ay, says BSS. L ®4| pgoslavia by giving it a squadron peirol without pm;}wr sr?fﬂty ential Rcsearchlg?d Tﬁcjhml:r!ﬂt??
To achieve the rec - | o e . j g : : *| on MiG-29 fighter planes, a measures. local people sl Minister B.J Habibie raised the Indonesia plans to build its
get, BSRS has invigorated tt?l::. M A Yussouf Khan, Ilresident and Managing Direetor of United Commercial Bunk Lid, Russian official said Wednes- first commercial nuclear power

delivering speech as chief guest at the Dhaka Division Branch Managers' Conference held
. at the bank head office on Monday, K C Rezaul Huq, Hamidul Huq, N H Chowdhury,

deputy managing directors, and Khandaker Habibur Rahman, Sr Vice President, are also
seen in the picture.

plant near Mt. Muria, a dor-
mant volcano, 440 kilometers
(275 miles) east of Jakarta. If
the project is successful, the
government plans several more

day, reports AP.

.. The idea of obtaini
fighters was propo by Yu-
goslav military leaders, said
Viktor Sokol of Russia's Min-

recovery efforts during the cur-
rent financial year by forming
three high powered recovery
task force under the leadership
of three: BSRS general man-

20 MiG

- agers, istry of Foreign Ecnnumic Rela- nuclear plants.
“The task furr:c will also sug- l , S h t al t tions.
Eta ro arm ‘? "The Yugoslav gnv:rnmant Environmental groups are
PF dtf mrgeasmea p aceu ]‘c co O gl e would have accepted it without opposed (o Indonesia adopting

Each task force will formu-
late elaborate action plan to
realise the current dues and
overdues from the projects un-

away expemmental AIDS drug

doubt if Yugoslavia had not ex-
perienced a dire shortage of en-
ergy.” he told the Interfax news

ency.
Russia's debt to Serbia and

nuclear power.

The officials said Howard
did not provide an official re-
sponse to Habibie, but instead

der each and all out NEW YORK, Sept A?cmron The drug has not been ap- amount of HIV circulating in suggested Indonesia approach
efforts tugr?:téjp:rnve the overall Pharmaceuticals [m: will proved by the US Food and o the blood. B Montenegro — the two republics Australian ]uianium suppliers
recovery situation. away its experimental AIDS Administration. But the "ex- puron will begin an ex- | left in Yugoslavia — is about 547 4% an initialetep
drug, Viraqc . to patients in the - panded access programme” an- panded access programme in | Million dollars and the 4!00 Indonesia ts a signatory to
This was told at a m-::tlng of | United States an Europe who nounced Monday is an effort by several European countries | {lghters would clear about the Nuclear Non-Proliferation .
the BSRS Board of Directors are in an advance stage of the the FDA to make mental later this year or early 1997, million dollars of that. accord- Treaty. and to international
held here Wednesday with Sec- | disease who have exhausted drugs available "at the earliest spokeswoman Joy Schmitt | ing to Interfax. atomic energy safeguards stan-

retary of Local Government Di-

other treatments, the nrm said

opportunity to le for whom

said.

tever the final decision,

dards.

. vision Hsnat Abdul Hye in the | Monday, reports AP. no other comparable or, satis- "Our clinical pregramme has | military-technical cooperati As such it would qualify as
chair, the press release said. Viracept is a so-called pro- factory therapy exists,” the La always included l:El‘ruj"%::-l:m: and we 1 betweén Moscow and I.;'ngz 4 an export source I.’i}rquran Lm,
hclt fuﬁhﬁ“ﬂﬂid that BSRS has | tease inhibitor And will he of- Jolla, California-based com- currently have trials over | is broadening, Sokol was " ’ : ~ the Australian officials said on
come a member of Dhaka | fered to people whe have pany said in a statement. there," Ms. Schmitt said by | quoted as M Akhtar Al ﬁlﬂfr?tﬂr?, Mml-tr}r 01 lndu-ntnt‘-s speaking condition of anonymity.
Stock Exchange (DSE) and will | ataned using three commer- - Protease inhibitors target an telephone from a chemotherapy The United Nations imposed as chief guest at the inaugural function of the two-day Habibie also raised the pos-
soon start ﬂP!ﬂ directly at available protease in- cnzi;lcrrm called protease needed in New Orleans. economic sanctions Yu- stbility of forming joint ven-
the DSE floor. The BSRS will hlhii.urs because of adverse re- e reproduction of HIV, the : uron has neot decided in avia in 1992 as shment annual conference of Wuq] en Entrepreneurship ., roq with Australia in mlnmig
float its first mutual fund in Oc- | actions, intolerable side effects - virus cauuing AIDS. By hinder- which European countries it | for lupportlnq rebel Serbs in Development Programme organised by the Bangladesh and agriculture in underdevel-
tober next, the press release or because they haven't worked,  ing the virus' reproduction, the  will carry the expdnded ac- | the secessionist republics of Small and Cottage Industries Corporation at its oped parts of Indonesia. they
added. I Agouron said. ~ cess programme. Croatia and Bosnia, headquarters in the city on Wednesday said

drugs can sharply reduce the



