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National Water Policy

ladesh is a classic case of puzzling realities.
None other {llustrates it better than its water man-
agement sector. The whole country grovels under
acute crisis of water during the dry season. From

urban necessity of potable water to agricultural
need every sphere of life caught in a welter of
problems spawning from scarcity of water.

Come the rainy season, the same water trans-
forms into a national curse as the turgid rivers and
waterways send the excess flow of water on the
lands by their sides causing untold enormous
damage of human and cultural resources. This
has been a regular feature of our national history.
Of late, the waning flow of the Ganges has given a
new dimension to the water related problems.

No matter how quick and precise we are in giv-
ing the reasons for the ever increasing tally of wa-
ter related problems, the most astoni absence
at the core of this issue is a national water policy.
It is really mind-boggling to know that a country
like adesh, so inseparably and existentially
linked with water does not have a national water
policy. How strange!

There is, however, one
ter Council. Formed during the regime of Ershad, it
was restructured later with Begum Khaleda Zia as
its chairperson. Its objective was to form a policy
to ensure the proper management of country's wa-
ter resources alur_}%with the excess supply du
the rainy season. The council was sup to hol
a mectin’r%aﬂer every three months to pursue its ob-
jective. Though numerous meetings were held dur-
ing BNP's five-year rule, National Water Council
remained a cruel study in negligence.

The Water Resources Minister of the present gov-
ernment is reported to have recently alluded to the
necessity of a national water policy. But he linked
it with the expected breakthrough in the Indo-
Bangladesh talks on the disputed water issues.

Experts are, however, of the opinion that the ini-
tiative for a national water policy need not be nec-
essarily connected with the Farakka problem. The
alarming rate at which underground level of water
is going down and other resources of water are
falling short meeting the demand of a growing
population, the necessity of national water policy,
it looks like cannot wait any longer. Go for it now.

More ncy

It was good to see Bangladesh Bank act quickly
and decisively in dealing with the revelation of one
of its official being involved in an unwarranted
and mysterious act of power exercise. The Assis-
tant Director who had earlier given one of the
commercial banks a directive for the compilation
of the list of clients who were ministers of the past
government including their relatives, patrons and
even supporters, has been given just deserts. The
authority, according to the reports, has suspended
the aberrant banker.

Though the concerned authorities wasted no
time in tackling the situation competently, a word
of caution still needs to be aired. They say habits
‘die hard. In the fearful recurring pattern of
Bangladeshi political reality, the proverb should
be observed in an altered form: scars of experience
die hard. Indeed so. The creation of a y unde-
sirable and unnecessary political controversy at
the BIRDEM is not a memory of too long ago to
flash across one's mind in this respect. Appalled,
we saw how more-Catholic-than-the Pope attitude
led to the vitiation of the atmosphere of a public
place. More often than not, excessive zeal to prove

allegiance leads to acts of subversion wittingly or
unwittingly.

Chances are there that over enthusiastic but po-
tentially subversive elements within the govern-
ment may have been behind this latest discovery of
ﬁlitch in such an important institution, no matter

ow individual and apolitical it may be made to
look now. Though stray and small, incidents like
these serve as eye openers to the provocative possi-
bilities of using the public institutions for perse-
cuting political opponents. On the other h:su:u:]:.’e they
do world of undeserved harm to the government
which may be dangerously unaware of its unin-
tended involvement and the process of deprecia-
tion in its credential owing to the reclaim arising
out of these evil influences.

What looms large as a brooding shadow on one's
mind following this revelation, is the exposed and
unguarded state of that part of the bureaucracy
which is far and away from the centre. We do not
know how much vulnerable is it to the explored
and unexplored possibilities of similar sinister
acts. ‘To avoid further deterioration in the political
milieu, to ensure a semblance of unanimism,
above all to usher in an era of good governance,
transparency in the operation of all government

encies should be ensured so that their underpin-
n are not open to doubt and threat.

W anted Breathing Spaces

The universities of the nation are zones out of
the operation of the laws of the land — something
we had in the British times called excluded areas. It
seems there is a serious contender for that rare
honour — in Gulshan. This is a park — three acres
of once-open space on which some 20 lakh taka
was spent for developing into what its name once
implied — a tree-lined and shaded area out of ve-
hicular access and meant to be used by children
and old people as also by young people and working
men and men — for good time and good air. But, as
reported by The D Star, this place could never
have the to become a park — altho DCC
mpm designate it as such. Some 500 families

ve taken possession of the place and built
shacks and tenements on it. Every passing day the
m:hﬂnn bulges, thanks to the local mastan-

who make the allotments.

The Taltala Gulshan Park is not a unique case of
an aborted city garden. The city, is a park-poor
place. Parks are breathing lungs of a city both
physically and in human terms. But the few that
are there — on paper and in reality — have been
taken over by unauthorised people for more useful
pu?osea than standing like egregious fools inside
a 20 lakh taka a katha prime city zones. The useful
activity includes mugging, prostituting and

pim .

. 'I‘E}:“%l'ﬂ:cuylacks a spot where the soul could
have a moment of bliss. Some spot out of the reach
of the mechanical ear-splitting noise. The DCC and
the government too must put its feet down and

vacate the of and develop it into a

proper p — otherwise the outcome be inju-

+ﬂnu:to$m and rule of law, not to say any-
lt.hmgof health of the city. -

named National Wa-

EATH is still taking its

toll, albeit in a t

way. Reports ol Satur-
day's train lclt;:gcrnt victims
succumbing to in 8 are
serving as ready remljlngl;rl of
death lurking in the slee
steel. Perhaps. it is only I
the cause of a m .
Beyond that lies a tomorrow
shrouded In as much

uncertainty and indifference as
is the today of railway In

wmthiunmng, the stone

age reality in the sector of mass
commutation of ple and

mdl. rallway in Bangladesh
managed to live an uncriti-
cal life as a delightful diversion
from other modes of transport
and sa memory. Perhaps,
the gencrﬂ backwardness of
this in the context of in-
dustrial advancement in the
subcontinent has allowed rail-
way to thrive on romantic as-
sociations of travels through
nature and alllt;utt.;mt

with the privi " of being un-
der ﬁ H:Humﬂnﬂm ;erc in
the those
living in the trl:.:ﬁcn zones of
the country. Few seemed to have
given thought to the fact that
while romanticism too

] in railway of this , rest
::fnmid. e

on real-

ism. went out keep pace with
changing times.

Today realism begs 10 dawn

on that hangover of uncon-

F former Home Minister

I in the Banarir Bhutto ca-
binet, Aitaz Ahsan, (s to

be taken seriously, Pakistan
and India were separate coun-
tries even before BC. In his
book. the Indus Saga. he
distorts history to gloss ever the
Hindu-Muslim divide that gave
birth to Pakistan. His thesis is
that the two areas always stood
apart — historically. culturally
and socially; the partition in
August 1947 was only a
formality. The two nations,
according to him. were nol
Hindus and Muslims, as the
Pakistan founder. Mohammad
Ali Jinnah, adumbrated. but
the two peoples living in the
Indus reﬁm, that is Pakistan,
the

and rest of the
subcontinent. India.
However, dialectical Aitaz

may be in his approach, he
cannot change the reality. The
concept of Pakistan was goeln
rior, not prior, to the differ-
ences and suspicions between
Hindus mg::_ulusums‘ had
lived toget in towns, wvill
and hamlets for centuries ::-illj:':l:3
to most of them. it did not mat-
ter who ruled at Delhi. It was
‘the eventuality of the British
ure that led to thedahore
resolution (March Z3. 1940) for
the demand of Muslim home-
land. It was an on ol
Muslims’ apprehensions that in
a united subcontinent, after in-
dependence, they would be at

by Chandra Shekhar Das

Railway: Skating on Thin Ice, How Long?

Today realism begs to dawn on that hangover of unconcerned romanticism. The shuddering mishap at Hili
that killed about thirty people not long ago, followed by the recent and more central one at Khilkhet, has left all
sentient people convinced that railway is no longer the idea of movement on a charted course,

cerned romanticism. The shud-
dering mishap at Hili that
killed about thirty people not
long ago. followed Ey the recent
and more central one at
Khilkhet, has left all sentient
convinced that railway
is no longer the idea of move-
ment on a charted course,
slouchingly but safely.

Tacky tracks bedeviled fur-
ther by tackier management,
have become ul patterns
of peril. And this is far from be-
ing an overnight reality. More
than five hundred people have
already become the martyrs of
mechanical mishap mainly
ntcmmln‘g from mismanage-
ment in the last eleven years or
s0. Yet. a consciousness based
on transparency and account-
ability has not emerged. Things
have allowed to slide from
bad to worse as nobody’'s busi-
ness. Although calling quits is
nol a solution to any problem.
the coucage to shou moral

responsibility as exemplified,

for an instance bv Lal Bahadur -

Shastri after an accident during
his tenure as the railway minis-

slouchingly but safely.

ter of India, is an unexpiored

possibility as is the attempt to very important bureau-
civilise, let alone modernise cratic slot function-
railway

The present crisis in rail-

way. according to the insiders o under man-
flows from the fountainhead. .#ﬂ A mm railway
Stasis at the policy-making I-Etﬂ:t.lr‘l-u was centr lo-

level is only enrich the sys-
tem of problem backlog. Al-

though a rail authority com- bureau-
prising the Fimance Secretary, ch;:h; m‘ﬁ‘fﬂu with
representatives of ERD, and worth
i CCl among nthu;:l'l and the y feel. the of com-
ommunications Minister at NCONCETN railway
the head has replaced the ? ﬁt:rr‘-:l an mttn:?t of
ous rail board since 1995. no tion. The accent of the
tmp:;nvtmmt has been regis: 4ifferent donor to ex-
lered. nd and bolster t r
Unconfirmed allegations  {raneport system has turned the
mqgmrquhr of the  rajlway as the step child of the
authority. so vital for decision goyernment. Ten thousand out
of the policy makers, do not f j1g 56 thousand workforce.
take place due to the want of eirenched through golden

uvorum. a tell-tale sign of apa-
Elyufthemypeopie-humat-
ter.
While the authority is re-
to have done hardly any-

thing visible for the Iimprove-
ment of a system on the verge of

an Asian Deve
(ADB) rec
prised mostly skilled
ees of the technical area.
clerical
force

t;'il_;r:. its formmation has ren-

less. In 1982 the
split the whole raﬁ adminis-
tration in two zones — east and

cated to coordinate the .
tions of the two GMs. However,

handshake in accordance with
Bank
tion, com-

lation of the work-
dodged the option

try. In most places the mainte-
nance status is short
of the standard. are
non existent at some places
whilcﬁ it is the sleepers at others.
of golden handshake for its own “mmhmnm.thcpnrﬂg
petty interest and together with  (he of the trains
unofficial freeze on fresh and ac:mgtﬁc and furore
effective recruitment in the va- };mmm*l Pak-
cant areas. this vicious and ap-  jigtani for compensa-
mlcmly inveterate cycle has tion — is doled out to the family
the life blood of 2 members of the victim.
system.
With an unskilled workforce Although adaptation in a
not reinforced since 1989, the world on course of

tudes in the last ten years. Al- of life. But what for? Obvi-
though eight enquiry commit- ously for the less demand it
tees were set up to probe into the makes on and cau-
all of thth:::u::th: an:mth :'.;nhlul given k,rutt m!t;
tra suffered the similar erilous ;rulpectl in
fate of lying in the cold storage. e e - a dump-yard
In living on the legacy ¢ b ;nﬂm recruitment
et g K in mmm
adesh railway has set a (o .0 the :
record of sort. Only four miles of the le
Tfmr:cw.nr track first in rallway today has
. after Was
laid from Daulatdia 10 GOB-  of imepiitude. maarooor oy
landa. uncertainty and t
In the twenty five years of e Fog-Slyaguns

et

The Birth of Muslim League

The separatist policy of the British

began to have its effect. But probably the main factor was that Indian

nationalism had a Hinduised look because the majority of the freedom fighters were Hindus.

the mercy of Hindus' majority!

Sir Sayyed Ahmed, basically
a champion of Hindu-Muslim
1inity, had already said in his
+ddress in March rBB-B that “the
bigger nations will dominate
the interest of the smaller na-
tions.” [He had earlier described
Indians and Muslims as two
gqaum [nation)] The British
picked up the idea and furrowed
it ,

A fairly united defiance by
Indians in 1857 made London
conscious that it must divide
them if it was to stall a similar
challenge again. The Congress
party, in the forefront of na-
tional struggle against the
British, was not so much out of
line as was an array ol revolu-
tionaries, who had evoked a vi-
olent response to the rulers fi-
ats. Education in English. al-
Lhouﬁx im ed to serve the in
terests of the Raj. had begun to
dispel the darkness of igno-
rance. ldeas were taking shape
for loosening.

Hindus., comparatively bet-
ter off and mére &ﬂxuzd had
most jobs ing ent — and
mwust potential lor mischief .
Manv among them had iunbibed

liberul 1deas ol the West. Even
i o hinited way. they talked in

terins ol their own rule. Learned
Muslims. small in number.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

What is a "Bir Uttom"
worth?

Sir, I refer to the letter in
your daily "What is a Bir Uttom
medal worth?" on September
15.1'?.

€ is very painful when you
read the plight of a Freedii?n
Fighter, as explained.

However, the lady writer
should know the philosophy of
our country and politicians. in-
cluding the party which gave
leadership in the Liberation

 War. "Beat the drums of Libera-

tion War, but never the
Freedom Fighters or their
achievements."

She should not feel so bad. at
least Lt Col Qazi Nooruzzaman
was allowed a CMH treatment,
there are so many ex-military
FF's who are not allowed this
facility.

Sister, this is our unfortu-
nate destiny.

Rashidi
House 17, Road 23,
Sector 4, Uttara

Establish rule of law
in the footpaths

Sir, It is really very painful
to note the careless attitude of
the government, the DMP and
the Mayor towards the immedi-
ate measures required to be
taken to clear off the footpaths
of Dhaka-city from the unlaw-
ful clutches of the hawkers.
Awami League is committed to
establish rule of law and when
AL came into power, it was
thought that this time the
Mayor would take steps to evict
the hawkers and shopkeepers
from the streets, particularly
when a person like Mr Rafiqul
Islam, BU is in charge of Home
Ministry. But as days pass, situ-
ation further deteriorates.

Whole of Motijheel area,
Gulistan and bandhu Av-
enue area, Baitul Makarram.
Purana Paltan, Fakirerpool.
Mouchak, entire New Market
and ad

hawkers. Even are
not spared. It hm free-

E.mmmm ""'331'5
ml.“ﬂllﬂlluthﬂ'lﬁﬂﬂm-
Elumﬂm.ulmmmh

long chain of anti-social ele-
ments and mastans. It is not

[ lawful to occupy a piece of foot-

path and start shopping and
that is what is going on un-
abated in presence of law en-
lorcing agencies. No where in
Lhe world it can be seen that the
footpaths are occupied by the
hawkers the way it is seen in
Dhaka.

Even the poorest of the poor
nation tries to keep its capital
neat and civilised. If our capi-
tal cannot be kept up to the
minimum level of decency by
enforcing rule of law, then what
else one can ct for the rest
of the country? I request the

ment, the Mayor and the

MP to take concerted drive to
evict unlawful hawkers from
the streets. None should be al-
lowed to occupy footpaths and
do business as it is not lawful. It
is the right of the citizens to use
the footpaths undisturbed. It is
not the question of cheap sen-
timent of humanitarian con-
sideration. it is the simple
question of establishing rule of
law in the streets. None will oc-

cupy footpaths for doing busi-
ness and that is the law.
Through this column I draw the
kind attention of all the editors
of newspapers and the colum-
nists to highlight the issue urg-
ing the government, the Mayor
and the DMP to establish rule of
law in the streets and save the
city of Dhaka, the capital of
this 'unfortunate' country.

M R R Khan
38, Naya Paltan, Dhaka- 1000

Neutral media?

Sir, Neutral Media. ... (print),
would be rather difficult to find.
Yet when the readers want the
print media to become totally
neutral or, at least t it to
be so then [ guess | have to
say like the ex-PM: ‘In
(politics?) this world only a
child or a mad person is neu-
tral.” It is not justified that the
caretaker of the Jatiya Sangsad
has been put under sus

Wh nish pmmnf
Y punish a poor person?
take gm

removal of

sibility for the

the portrait of

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. (so
far no authority muhun able
to do an t this af-
fair)!!! And, the whole
world claims the June 1996
election to be fair and free, the
Begum says: "AL has to
be vote dakoits. BNP men are
being harassed day and night.
We should be forced to take to
streets and the responsibility

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delh

were in touch with them. Even
otherwise. the two communities
tended to react jointly when it
came to the British. the third

party.

nst this background, the
Muslim League was constituted
on December 30, 1906. at
Dhaka Two reasons were ad-
vanced for its establishment,
One, it will "fester a sense of
loyalty to the British govern-
ment among the Muslims of
India.” Two. it would advance
the claims of Muslims against
Hindus and other communities
il respect ol service under the

creation. It set most M

tional movement.

still more difficult.

had not forgot

CrOWTL.
The leaders of Muslim different they were.

fcggue v-gre. uppuﬁld to ilirf::ll Jinnah, who joined the

ndependence, € deman League spoke more or less the

raised l?r ﬂm‘rul.-'l'hcyldl- * sapes lmnguage ‘a8 “that of
iped the party as. the 'dis- - fe was considered the

oyal organisation of rebels'.
They felt that if they joined any
movement of Congress, the
British would not support their

claims for special treatment in
education and service

Muslim
their

lies on AL."

In plain words, the 'defeated
force' (BNP's utterances for the
past five years) are out to ruin
the development works carried
out by the government. Before
the February elections, Begum

the nation and its
total ruination.

Khaleda went on cl that

would

if people did not vote for BNP AL run the country for five
the country shall lose its years. People's have VOTED
sovereignty (??77) repeatedly. AND GIVEN THEIR VERDICTIl!
Now that the elections are over The BNP must accept reality

and the AL has turned out to be

Whatever eise m.'l[h i have

been the effect of the ue's
ims

thinking that their interests
were not the same as those ol
Muslims. From then onwards,
there could be a Hindu-Muslim
alliance but not a united na-
And when
the communal electorates were
introduced in 1909, the fusion
of the two communities became

Otherwise too. the Muslims
ten the days when
they had ruled India for 800
years. And they realized how

best ambassador of Hindu-
unity. And he had the
its differences with
friends” in a con-
lerence in Bombay on December
30, 1915, in the presence of the

too soft will allow the BNP to
start a so-called movement
against the AL, and this is most
certainly to be avoided to save

from a
e have seen
the. BNP run the country. We
very much like to see the

and solve whatever is to be

in power and has formed the solved inside the House.
government, the BNP Chairper-

son and the Leader of the Oppo- Nahtasha Kamal .

silion. Begum Khaleda wants 8 B Shaha Street
the people to mention ONE Wari.

name who had been given PO-

LITIIEJAL APPﬂPl;_DbaHTMb NT dur-

ing her RULE. she has Am| the
forgotten that her NUMBER to .

ONE SECRETARY ‘Slauddin  Education Minister

Ahmed’ was one such Lt
is shameless for an ex-PM to try
to hide all her follies under the
cover of HER YOUNG FORCES
believing no one will be able to
‘touch her’, no matter what.
She, in order to protect her.
ministers and all POLITICAL
HEADS had a LAW of her own
where no-one could file an
‘criminal suit' in the court o
law st a wrong doer.

Begum Khaleda's first
PLEDGE was to close down the
DDT Fa in Chittagong. She
never could keep her promise
due to the Opposition pres-
sure.(??) :

The AL government is fol-
lowing the policy of going 'slow’

to prowe its generosity or what,
only the party would be able to
say.

Autocrat Ershad had been
gut behind ‘bars' by President
hahabuddin. Begum Zia still
roams in the country at her
own will. In five years time

- BNP could not give autonomy to

the electronic media due to
some mysterious reasons.

How long time the AL gov-
ernment will take to give au-
lonomy to electronic media is a
matter that is to be seen.

The Bangladesh Times, a
government-owned dail is
supposed to be privatised, but
when and how is to be seen. If
education could have been the
'yardstick' for WISDOM of an
individual then [ su Se even
Shakespeare wou all apart
and there would be no English
literature at the universities
around the world.

Then in, if like the ex-PM
is Lo have the wisdom of becom-
ing the HEAD of a nt
with highly educated persons

her followers and PRO-
RS then no-one needs
EDUCATION or needs to read
The Star!! Look at the way
Ms NK's letter has been inter-

preted!!!

It is about time the i
overnment took some E‘umm.
om ex-President Ershad and

stopped being 'soft’ Being

Sir, We the students who
ass the HSC examinations
ave to face at least a one and

half years session jam before
taking admission in another
institution. Also, after starting
the class, we are in un-
certainty about ending our
course in proper time. of
my elder brothers has com-
leted his Masters degree taking
years of time. What a repul-
sive, unreliable condition a
student of an independent coun-
try!
rYWe want a conclusive solu-
tion of this problem. We don't
warnt to lose three or four years
from our life. Education sector
has been given a lot of impor-
tance in the national budget for
the fiscal 1996-97. So., with
t expectation | appeal to the
ucation Minister to us
an immediate solution to this
unwanted problem.

Asish Datta
Ghorashal Power Station

Palash, Narsingdi

DESA and the heat

Sir, While the whole mumlg
is g‘ulng through a severe
spell and DESA pla the
fiddle it seems that D have
really got their act t . But
what is amazing is that we are
pn#ng out taxes and are still
su cﬁ:f& The present -gl:rn-
ment they would this
problemm but once they were
elected the promise went out of
the window. For example Eska-
ton area has power cuts three to
four times a day. and God only
knows how ma time the

fer with these power cuts. Does
the Ministers enclave at Minto

Road get affected? Have they
ever experienced a power cut? |
guess not — and any way, who
cares?
J

Ryan !
Dhaka

-

three Congress leaders — Dr
Annie Besant, Sarojini Naidu
and Mahatma Gandhi.
ﬁl’mmthllltﬂ.mm
1916, Jinnah had a joint com-

mittee of C and the Jawahrlal's father, who was the
Muslim League constituted to drafting committee's chair-
discuss “the irreducible mini- man).

mum” of reforms they should Decl that the Muslims’
demand from the ment. fear of Hindu domination was
He appealed to the to go illogical, the report rejected

onn record as agreei to the
Muslims' demand hrn‘-qu
their "confi-

Till then C had not
accepted mm electorates
formally. Almost as if he was
not himself convinced of the
merits of his demand. Jinnah
rationalized : The demand for
separate electorates is not a
matter of but a matter of
necessity to Muslims who
require to be roused from the
coma and torpor into which

have become situation

nt of ¢

with th
mJlﬂn-l.h had not yet reached
there flickered some hope
when in 1928 C

known as the Nehru
(named after Motilal Nehru.

separate electorates and weight-
age for minorities but favoured
reservation of seats for Mus-
lims at the Centre and in the

provinces in which they were in
a minort

ty.

The l4-point programme
was too bitter a pill for
to swallow: it stuck to

have fallen for so long." the subcontinent of India was
after, Congress re- torn by like that.

sponded to Jinnah's and Jennah's did not

agreed to "guarantee In certain deter the from

provinces in which the Muslims

ntensifyi

i its ¢
li

e eores of e

were minority "a of . ,
seats in the ' slative
councils in excess of num- ment and came to be know as
ber mwmm to Nationalist Muslims. But the
win." was the Lucknow  majority of them kept aloof.
Pact, and this may well have There were numerous reasons :
sown the seed of the two-nation  Gandhi's emphasis on the wor-
theory. ship of the cow, which the Mus-
The atmosphere of amity |lims ate: the fear that their
mﬂ ﬂr:t last long In  would be i.li..:nﬂ'gad in m
. : a -
1918, there were widespread ri- mg—l Congress party.
ots between the Hindus and the I.'.ti between the devel-
Muslims. The gulf between the opment of the Hindus who had
two communities widened. taken advan of ed-
Gandhi temporally retrieved ucation and Western L,
the situation Hindu-  and of the Muslims who not
Muslim unity over Khilafat widened. The separatist policy
movement (1920), which was of the British to have its
aimed at forcing the British to  effect. But proba the main
maintain the authority of the factor was Sut an nation-

Caliphate in Turkey. However.
Jinnah found himself on the
opposite side during the Khi-

point of no return. Mdaf

a constitution for India.

‘Buchwald'si%s
COLUMN I
On Indefinite Hold

Y the end of summer, tdcplmnenmagﬂmgdwhut
and communication systems are breaking down.
This is because teenagers are constantly in receipt of
‘important’ calls that they insist they receive right away.
Here's how it goes. ..
“Rhonda, a 17-year-old. said, “Where there any calls for me?
"Harry called.”
"Which Harry?" '
"I don't know. Is there more than one?

“There are three. There's Harry Pincus. Harry Beardsley and
Harry — | don't know his last name."

"So what's the big deal?”

“If it was Harry Pincus, we're going to Louis’s for pizza. If it
was Harry Beardsley, we're going to the movies, a:nd if it was
Harry what's-his-name, | don't want to talk to him.

"Maybe one of them will call back.” :

"You just don't care about who calls me and who doesn t.
Somebody might want to take me to a Sting concert, and you are

indifferent.”
“Perhaps it's a case of tit for tat. You never tell me who called

when I'm not here."

"That's not true. | told you the other day when nmnn?nmga
survey on detergents insisted that he had to speak to you.

"But you didn't tell me that the bank called and said that our
mortgage payment failed to clear and they were going to take

away our house.” 1
"My bathing suit was wet. besides, [ can't be expected to re-

member everything."

"Let's make a deal. In the future | will give you your messages
if you give me mine.” : .

"O K | expect Robin to call to tell me what beach she's going to,
Gigl to tell me where the surfing is, and Dave to leave word about
what time we're going kayaking. You better write that down be-
cause you won't remember all the names."

“Fine. If you're at home | expect the electrician to call. and
George Peterson to phone from the office to tell me if [ still have
a job under our new management.”

“Those are junk calls, Dad. | don't have time to stay home
and answer them."

"Somehow | didn't think you would. Are there any other calls
you forget to tell me about?"

"Mom called to say her car had been towed away and the po-
lice refused to take credit cards.”

“When did this happen?”

“This morning before | went sailing with Liza and her
boyfriend.”
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