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1 | The winner of the man-
of-the-series award in the
Singer World Series is

De Silva | Jayasuria Ranatunga

2 | The number of participa-
ting nations in the Pepsi
ACC Trophy are

15 12 10

L]

The winner of the US Open
1996 women's title is

Gral | Seles Hingis

e

The Bangladeshi who
scored a century in the first
round of the Pepsi ACC

Trophy is
Akram | Bulbul | Bidyut

5| The new England Test
vice-captain is

Hussain| Stewart

Russell

(French tennis star)
'] have totally re-evaluated a

lot of things in my lile. | have to
enjoy my life, and that is the

most important thing. [ am
only 21 and it doesn't get any
better than now. or the next
four or five years. | have to re-
ally take advantage of this
time. do the best | can and enjoy
it at the same time."

Tech Clemente's

concern

COPENHAGEN, Sepl 18: In-
ternational soccer's biggest
problem is refereeing mistakes.
Spain coach Javier Clemente
said on Tuesday, reports Reuter,

“The big problem is referee-
ing mistakes. You need pertect
referees, but where s the perfect
referee?” Clemente said during
a break on the second day of the
three-day UEFA national
coaches convention held by Eu-
ropean soccer's governing body.

But Clemente. whose side
were eliminated by hosts Eng-
land on penalties in the Euro
‘96 quarterfinals in June, said
perfection in football was not a
good thing,

He said he did not favour the
introduction of technology as a
means of reducing the chances
of mistakes by referees, such as
televised slow-motion replays

'In my opinion. technology
must not come into football, be-
cause then the arguments will
end and wilhou! arguments
football will die.

"We would lose the great at-
traction of foolball, that a mod-
est team can upset a big team,”
he said.

Eurao '96 suffered from sev-
eral glaring mistakes by refer-
ees including an apparentl]
valid goal scored by Spanis
striker Julio Salinas against
England which was disallowed
and a penalty awarded to the

Czech republic in the final

%' ainst Germany for a foul

ich video replays showed
was a metre outside the box.

Clemente said he was
against tampering with the
laws of football as a means of
encouraging a more attacking
game and settling matches
which ended drawn after extra
time,

"The golden goal can be a
traumatic experience, but then
it also has its good side,”
Clemente said.

"A replay would be ideal but
there isn't space in a major
competition lasting a short
time."

Clemente said the game's au-
thorities were always looking
to make football more dynamic
and that this was central to dis-
cussions at the convention.

time back we got to 23

cffapﬂve minutes of play in 45
mi rjutes, now it's up to 31. Rul-
g“ that the goalkeeper must
handle a back pass has
s:umrihutad to this,” he said.

*The idea is that we should

play more. but we'll still be 11
against 1] next year."

The unstoppable Bangladesh Ansar Women & handball team, who won the national title for
the tenth successive time, pose after beating BJMC 21-14 at the Dhanmondi: Women's

Complex yesterday.

—Star photo

Orient Bread national women’s handball

Bangladesh Ansars clinched
their tenth consecutive na-
tional women's handball title
beating arch-rivals Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation 21-14 in
the final, held at the Dhan-
mondi Women's Sports Com-

plex ground yesterday after-
noo,

The winners. who had been
facing the saine opponents for

Moheshwarpasha
hold Brothers

KHULNA, Sept 18: Mohesh-
warpasha Club held Brothers
Union to a goalless draw in the
Bull-Head PFPremier Division
football league at the local sta-
dium yesterday, reports BSS,

Both the teams failed to dis-
play their usual play because of
wet ground con tinn following
heavy shower in the afternoon.

Awal, Kamrul and Salam of
Moheshwarpasha were shown
yellow card.

Sports Reporter
lazslﬁinur years. led the first hall
12.6

Jahan Ara scored highest
len goals for Ansars followed by
Sahera who added five. On Lhe
other hand, Akherun netted
four “Fuals for BJMC.

th yesterday's victory. the
Ansar Eirl: earned a rare t in
local handball, winning the
national eves’ title ten out of the
eleven times it has been held.
On the other hand, for BUMC, it
was their fourth successive de-

Ansars triumph, BJMC slump

feat in the final to Ansars

Earlier, Dhaka clinched the
third position beating Raruz[p!
14-11 in the third-fourth pla
pldz off.

wapna and Rashida scored

eight and five goals respectivel
lor Dhaka while Arefin scor
seven goals for Rangpur

State Minister for Youth and
Sports. Obaidul Quader. wit
nessed the final as chief guest
and distributed prizes among
the winners.

ROLL OF HONOUR
Year Cham Runners-up
1983 Dhaka Metropolis SA Khulna DSA
1984 Bangladesh Ansars (Red) Bangladesh Ansars (Green)
1 985 Bangladesh Ansars Khulna DSA
1986 Bangladesh Ansars Bangladesh Army
1987 adesh Ansars Khulna DSA
lm Ansars Khulna DSA
1969-90 Ansars Khulna DSA
1991-92 desh Ansars BJMC
1993 Bangladesh Ansars BJMC
1994-95 Bangladesh Ansars BJMC
1995-96 Bangladesh Ansars BJMC

BONN, Sept 18
Stut went top
of the Bundesliga
on Tuesday with a
convincing 2-0
win at Karlsruhe.

H.iyern Munich dropped to
second for the first time this
season after Stuttgart's fifth

win in six games, reports
Reuter.
Former German interna-

tional Thomas Berthold headed

and Tottenham were held 1-1 at
Preston, another Second Divi

sion side.

Manchester City, relegated
from the top flight last season
and vmthnut a major trophy
since 1976, looked set for a
comfortable outing when Ger-
man striker Uwe Rosler put
them ahead alter only Igur

Terry Flemung Steve

minutes.
BBt
Holines, Dutchman Gilbert Bos

Cup final with a 2-1 quarter-fi-
nal win.

Hosts Dundee went ahead
through Paul Tosh in the first
half but conceded a controver-
sial 72nd minute penalty when
a short back pass was inter-
cepted by Billy Dodds and goal-
keeper Billy Thomson was ad-
judged to have fouled him.
Striker Dodds fired home the
spot Kick.

With Aberdeen down to 10

Sport

Stuttgart in top gear

| Chess Olympiad

Faisal Murshed from
Yerevan., Armenia
The country s lone Grand
Master Niaz Murshed salvaged
Bangladesh pride with a draw
against Alexei Dreev of Russia
when the other members of the

men's team fell away in the sec-
ond round of the 32nd chess
Olympiad here on Tuesday.

Russia, the tournament
favourites, did not call upon
their top players — Kasparov
and Kramnik — du the en-
gagement. Murshed drew with
Alexei Dreev 2645 in 22 moves.
The draw was made by repeti-
tion of moves. In the Botvinnik
Systern game Niaz with white
pieces held the edge but could
not find the right continuation
and had to be satisfied with a
draw.

IM Ziaur Rahman lost to GM
Peter Svidler when he failed to
handle a complicated middie
game, The Sicilan Taimanov
game lasted 41 moves.

in the third board IM Reefat-
Bin-Sattar seemed to have a
slight edge against GM Evgenei
Bareev. in the French Winawer
variation Reefat clearly held
space advantage But towards
the end he went into his charac-
teristic time pressure and Ba-
reev showed his cool In wrap-
ping up the game in 34 moves.

Young Enamul Hossain
fought rrrditablg on the fourth
board against GM Rublevsky,
despite the obvious difference
in rating. In the Rossolimo at-
tack, Rajib countered Ruble
vsky's attack on his kingside
with a counter-attack on Rub-
levsky s king on the queenside
However in the process he lost a

awn and as seen so often. the
ussian prevailed through
accurate defence.

The men brought their po
ints total to 4.5 out of B games.
Earlier they beat Mozambique
4-0

The women's team suffered
another humiliating defea,
this time against IBCA, a spe-
cial entry of blind players. Tan-
ima and Masooda both lost on
time, while Afroza Khanam was

aull p mﬂfuﬁ i
Gcrmlny

pincn 2-1, Armenia is -1
against Slovania and England
won against Denmark 3 5-0.5.

All these countries would end

up with around 7 to 7.5 poirts
out ol eight,

Danish football
M SC-Youngmen's

After an eleven-day break,
local football fans will once
again be busy as their teams get
into action with the Danish
nior Division football league
resuming at the Dhaka Stadium

today.
Leaders Mohammedan
Sporting Club will take on

Youngmen's Club Fakirerpool

in a free-kick in the 11th
minute to put Stuttgart ahead
and Brazilian Giovane Elbert
sealed victory with his third
goal of the season in the 86th
minute.

Karlsruhe, weakened by in-
jury and suspensions, had
Thomas Ritter sent off in the
79th minute,

Stuttgart s strong start has
been achieved despite the loss of
coach Rolf Fringer. He left to
take charge of the Swiss na-
tional team before the German
season began.

Caretaker trainer Joachim
Loew, previously Fringer's as-
sistant, looks set to become the
new coach, Stut executives

men after Dean Windass was
sent off after being booked twice
in two minutes, Dundee de-
servedly edged into the semifi-
nals when Jim Hamilton broke
the deadlock one minute from
time.

Hearts striker John Robert-
son scored the only goal 20
minutes into extra time to send
Celtic out.

Stefano Salvatori of Hearts
was sent off in the 61st minute
for a second booking but Celtic
were unable to make progress
and they lost Peter Grant for
two cautions three minutes into
the extra period.

Second-half goals from Dave
‘ Bingham and Gerry Britton
said a deal could be completed Away in Scotland, Dundee earned Dunfermline a 2-0 vic-
this week. avenged their defeat by Ab- tory over Partick and a place in

In England, Third Division erdeen in last season's League the semifinals.
Lincoln added to Manchester -

City's misery with a shock 4-1
League Cup second round win
over the managerless First Di-
vision club.

Luton beat Premier league
Derby 1-0 in their first leg clash

and Jon Whitney all replied.

Julian James was Luton's
hero with a 26th minute win-
ner. Michael Hot, a close-season
free transfer from Blackburn,
netted the first goal of his
professional career in the last
minute as Preston cancelled out
Darren Anderton's second
minute opener for Tottenham.

E]ackﬁlrn scraped their
first victory of the season with
a 2-1 triumph over Second Di-
vision leaders Brentford.

Garry Flitcroft and Chris
Sutton, with his third goal in as
many games netted for the
struggling Premier League club
before Nicky Forster pulled one
back for Brentford.

Seoul rallies
behind Tokyo’s

cause

TOKYO, Sept 18: South Korez
has promised to support a bid

by Japan, its co-host for the
2002 World Cup, for an execu-

tive ceat on the sport's govern-
ing body FIFA, officials said
here today, reports AFP,

The Japan Foothall Associ-
ation (JFA] said it had received
a letter from South Korea sec-
onding the nomination of its
vice-president Saburo Kawabu-
chi as a candidate for the FIFA
executive board, reports AFP.

Kim Jung-Nam, executive di-
rector of the South Korean
Football Association. handed
the letter to his Japanese coun-
terpart Junji Ogura on Monday
in Dubai on the sidelines of the
draw for the Asia Cup tourna-
ment, JFA officials said.

The FIFA added one seat for
Asia to its executive board in
July and the Asian Football
Confederation is due to close
applications for the post of a
fourth Asian executive on Octo-
ber 31.

The regional federation will
elect the new FIFA board mem-
ber from Asia on December 21.

FTFA vice president Chu
Mong-Jon, who heads the Sout
Korean Association, said here
last week that he wonuld not op-
pose Kawabuchi's candidacy if
Japan supported his idea of a
seven-nation Northeast Asian
Football toburnament.

Japan has been reluctant to
back the idea, citing doubts
about its economic feasibilit

Action from yesterday's Orient 11th national eves'

and the bfuu}r schedule o
Japan's professional J-League,
of whh:h Kawabuchi is chair-
marn.

handball championship final between Bangladesh Ansars
and BJMC at the Dhanmondi Women's Sports Complex.
—Star photo

in their Premier league en-
counter at 6pm while First Di-
vision sides Wari Club and Vic-
toria Sporting Club will meet in
the day's first match at 4pm.

The league was mterrupted
to allow Mohammedans to par-
ticipate in two Asian Cup Win-
ners Cup away engagements
against Laos Electricity on
September 11 and against
South Korean Hyundai Club on
September 14.

All the ten teams in the
Premier league have so far
completed five matches each
with Mohammedans leadin
the standings with full 1
points. Defending r:hampinns
Abahani and last year's third
team Muktijoddha Sangsad are
jointly sharing the sccond spot
with eleven points apiece.

PREMIER DIV TABLE
Teams MWD LGF GA Pts
MSC 5 5 0 010 5 15
AKC 5 3§ 2 012 2 M
Muktijopddha5 3 2 0 7 2 11
YMC 5 . 24 2 1 2 2 8
Farashganj 5 2 1 2 2 3 7
BU 5.2 t 2 6 a3 7
Arambagh 5 1 1 3 5 7 4

rani 51136 9 4
B 59 1 4 2 & 1
EastEnd 5 0 1 4 3 15 1

]
I

Diego's date

L] L]
with destiny

MADRID, Sept 18: Diego
Maradona is clpose to making a
decision on wl;‘f:ther to fina]l}r
retire.

"Within 10 da ys | will decide
if I continue piaying it will be
while I'm in Spain,” said Mara-
dona in a late-night interview
with the Cope Radio station on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

Maradona, who admitted
that he still has drug problems,
is in Spain for treatment and
tests by an Argentine doctor.

Maradona used the interview
to hit out at journalist Jimmy
Burns, whose unauthorised
biography of the Argentine
World Cup star will be pub-
lished next week.

“The person that wrote the
book makes a very ugly story
which is not in keeping with re-
alitE " said Maradona.

urns told the news agency
today that he had given
Maradona a signed copy of ‘The
Hand of God' in London over the
weekend. "This is not a hatched

job, it's a serious biography,”

said Burns.

Maradona also spoke
frankly about his health prob-
lems.

"A lot of drugs are sold, and |
took all of them. | still haven't

OVErcoime dmpdependtme
I have to fight it every day.” said
Maradona.

The Argentine spent 10 days

in a Swiss mountain clinic last
month when a psychiatrist said
his treatment had "ended suc-

cessfully.”

!

Bangladesh became ACC
Trophy champions. They have
quah[‘ﬁ:-d to play in the next
Asia Cup It's a great achieve-
ment for Bangladesh cricket.
Congratulations to all the
mem uf! of the team. We are

But wﬂl comes next?

Are we serious about build-
ing our national team up to the
level of Test cricket? Or do we
remain satisfied with what we
have achieved?

in the 1982 ICC Trophy we

ayed in the semi-final against

imbabwe. Playing as under-
dogs inst Bangladesh, Zim-
ba ame the champions.

In 1986, we lost badly in the
ICC Trophy. We were even
beaten by Malaysia.

In 1988 we could not qual
because of our negligence in
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culating the runrate during the
tournament.
in the last 1994 ICC trophy

in Kenya we lost . We could
not teams
to stay in the last World Cup.

There was no technical
committee to evaluate. Why we
did not do well? What measures
we should have taken to over-
come the bottlenecks?

In 1989, 1 on my own initia-
tive, organised an under-17
Junior team's tour to E
Of course the BCCB gave all the

Sl

mﬂbnys were selected from
Nirman schools tournament. It
was a six-match series with 12

matches including a match
against the senior team of our
host club. Was not than an

ﬁ
Long way to go in cricket

achievement for Bangladeshi

boys of under 17. who never
ever went out of the

Almost all of them are tuday
pla for the national side.

the tour we met the
director of coaching Keith En-
drew at Lord's. His comment
was. "You are one step ahead of
English cricket.”

There was no follow-up after
that. Since then no such ar-
rm#mﬂgﬁmaﬂt for the
Wﬂ unfortunate that hav-
ing all the support cricket
needs, we couldnt exploit them
properly.

In my opinion. fol].nwtng are
some of our positive

[a)] We have cricket r:nthud-
asts who track of cricket
sta all over the world.

| We have cricket lovers
with whom you can introduce
;:iirul:tf as a cricketer for any

) We have more spectators
than any associate member
country.

(d) We have sponsors like

K.Z. Islam. Beximco, a-
desh Tobacco Co. and
more who are wil to spon-

sor cricket in
fe) We have more taltnted

cricketers than any associate
member coun

Having the a st for
cricket. we could help reach
upto the standard.

| feel that the call of
the hour is to set up phase-wise
national schemes to promote
cricket in the country.

We need proper guidance for

growing up of our ym.l talents.

Most important ﬂngjn.:

im I}m and I;::, an hc

nial at e in t

arena mthm the clum
that our players can pla Icn=
sion-free matches ic

help them in developing thctr
talent.

Once again my heartiest
at uliuun: to the n:ﬁdl:m
members of B and

ufﬁl:mliu and m:mbcri uf the

Bu#xdesh cricket team.
y fervent request to all of

plealcujrmrctninu:dm-

ance the E.ur_r we have
achieved. We have to go a long
way.

The author is former cap-

meaﬂmm
| ,

Of an aesthetic Platini

FONTAINEBLEA
LI, France, Sept
18: Michael Plati-
ni has embarked
on a mission 1o
make French

ss greener belore the World
kicks off in 1998, reports
Reuter.

The former French captain
and coach. now president of the
organising committees, took
journalists to glasshouses in a
small village south of Paris on

Hoddle's new
plan

LONDON,. Sept 18: Glenn
Hoddle will hold a nine-day
training camp prior to Eng-
land’'s Wembley World Cup
qualilier with Poland on Octo-
ber 9 to allow them work on his
new wing-back system, reports
AFP.

Hoddle, who will name his
squad a week on Friday. hopes
to b the players together on
Tue%}f. ﬂcﬁnbf:r 1.ﬂ§nd keep
them together for a full week of
preparations.

Premiership fixtures for the
weekend in-between will be
rescheduled.

His plans may not, however,
go down well with some Pre-
miership managers worried
about the possibility that their
stars coul pick up injuries on

and duty

iv:rponl‘ Roy Evans, who
lost Jamie Redknapp for the
early part of the season after he
was injured during Euro '96, has
already expressed reservations
while Tottenham's Teddy Sher-
ingham suffered an injury dur-
ing the build-up to Hoddle's de-
but game in Molodova.

Arsenal then had goalkeeper
David Seaman ruled out by in-

jury after the 3-0 win in Kish-

nev.

But Hoddle is determined to
ensure his players spend as
much time together as possible
before England matches.

Tuesday to show them the grass
earmarked for the Stade de
France. venue for the World Cup
opening match and its final.
"The grass is the image 27
billion television viewers will
keep in mind. "I'm very fond of
lawns,.” said Platini, who was

accompanied by co-president
Fernand Sastre,

"l remember Atletico
Madrid's pitch at the 1982
World Cup in Spain. I did not
Elay against Austria that day,

ut I walked on the grass bare-
oot because it was so beautiful.”

A total of 12,500 square me-
tres of grass will be used [or a

total amount of 100 million
francs (20 million dollars),
roughly 0.5

cent of the entire
stadium b i

MICHEL PLATINI

The grass to be used has been
chosen by a panel of specialists.
An English brand, noted for its
robusiness has been picked
along with a French brand
known for Its hard-wearing
qualities.

“We give special care to the
grass for the stadium. I go and
see it every mo to make
sure it's all right," said gardener
Jean-Pierre Fiocre, who con-
fessed to being a baseball fan
with no interest in soccer.

Plantini, meanwhile, said
he supported FIFA's suggestion
to remove fencing inside stadi-

work.
Euro '96 in
glish have experienced the sys-
tem for four years."

ums but added the decision be-
longed to the French govern-
ment.

Plantini said he agreed with

comments made last mk hy

FIFA's general mrcu?r

Blatter, who is
ins lnrl‘
"That's what everybody

wishes for but it takes a lot of

It worked fine during
but the En-

Vogts admission

COPENHAGEN, Sept 18:
German national coach Berti
Vogts told European national
coaches assembled here at the
UEFA summit on Tuesday, that
"Italy was one the best, if not
the team at Euro '96, and
the unluclﬂmt reports AFP.

ogts, whose team beat the
th Republic in this year's
Euro final, swung his support
behind Itl.liill coach
Sacchi, decl he was
sorry that his colleague was
eliminated so early in tour-
nament.

Italy failed to make the final
eight teams at Euro. a result
that brought a tidal wave of
criticism on Sacchi in his home
country, with many calling for

his resignation.
For his . former Dutch
coach and A executive Ri-

nus Michels said: "Sacchi had
formed an impressive team, a
team for tomorrow, but he was
unluckier than the others.”

"In fact, it was the details
that made the difference at Euro
'96," added Michels.

"Germany were both men-
tally and physically the
strongest."

The Dutchman also noted
that the Russians were one of
the biggest surprises of the
tournament.

“l have never seen a team So
strong on the offensive, attack-
ing from the and tak-
ing the initiative, even h:mnd
what | saw at Ajax Amst i
he stated with admiration.
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CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
ACROSS one for 22 Tom's pal
e Al
Song"” star :cm in the Fam-
5§ Dict. item 38 Agree count ily" author
8 Post- 41 U-boat 3 Football fill 24 Word with
blizzard 42 Frenzied 4 Make mar- grass or
vehicle 43 They're golf
12 Exchange from the 51.0.U, 26 Intellec-
premium heart amount tuals
13 Wet . 48 Past 6 Alway 27 Malefi-
wiggler 7T Boys Town cence
14 Designer 49 Pirouette founder 28 Riviera
Gemreich pivot 8 For the resort city
15 Column 50 Eric of In'llbninu 29 Golf-bag
1rmrm mmm 1nm :1“
cheers 51 Bamey's I-dlr
1:;-"“- n':uﬂ- 16 mum
ment maker Eln 37 Seek
21 “— Enter- 53 A handful
24 Corduroy 1 Cleveland t1I.'nmtllrllt "::‘?
rib 36 Actor
25 Enormous : Sharif
26 Connec- s nrarets Bt oth| 40 Staff
tive tissue AL ] member?
30 Milieu for 1 A AN ‘1“‘
Lemieux AlL component
31 The man L | AlR[1]8] 44 Computer TRIED SO HARD Y, HE MERELY FLOUN-
oschug All LY ml ;
“m o o Today’s Cryptoquip clue: C equals B
33 Halloween L) - The is a substitution in which one
A H 48 Shade letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
"m | ! SOUrCE will equal O ﬂ!'plllh Singie letters, short
luck needs 47 Use the words and words using .:wm:hmh
36 From eyes locating vowels. hluum



