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Hold a National
Conference

Fifty-five per cent of Dhaka Citv's inhahitants

live below the poverty line — 32 per cent of them be-
low the hard-core poverty line. This is slightly less
than the national average of 60 or 65 per cent.

Clearly the centre of opportunity — which capitals
of different countries usually are — proves more to
be a myth than a reality in our case. Or the other
explanation may be that in a small country with
an over-size population the capital draws more

ple than it can reasonably provide for. Creation
of jobs in the informal sector has been far out-
strip by the supply of labour as a result of a
steady stream of rural migration to the city.

Urban poverty is both a consequence and an ex-
tension uFOrural poverty not the vice versa. For the
past one and a half decades we have concentrated
all our efforts in tackling rural poverty at the ex-

se of the urban issues. The Non-Governmental
rganisations in particular have concentrated
their attention. and justifiably so, to poverty alle-
viation in the rural areas. Neither the government
nor private agencies made any worthwhile at-
tempt to tackle urban poverty in any meaningful
way. It has grown almost unnoticed and now we are

the city's population.

The city's absolute poor are worse off than their
counterparts in villages. Both their living condi-
tion and access to pure drinking water, sanitation,
etc are acutely limited. It is time that this situation
changed for the better. The change is necessary
both for the sufferers and also for the well-to-do
here. The inhuman living condition they are sub-
jected to has its deleterious influences on the over-
all city life. If the situation worsens further,
Dhaka will no longer be livable at all. Therefore,

programme for the country — with specially suit-
able schemes for the city's poor — should be taken
up on priority basis. Given the enormity and com-
plexity of the problem, and the need for an urgent,

suggest that a national conference on poverty alle-
viation be held with representation from different
government agencies, NGOs, donors. national ex-
perts and fiel
national action plan.

How Bad is 36 Per Cent

At long last a kind of admission has come from
the DG of DOE — Department of Environment.
From long before his disclosure yesterday to the
effect that some 36 per cent vehicles of this city
emit black smoke and other exhausts that are in-
dubitably injurious to health, we have been crying
hoarse over this growing danger that certainly
causes bronchial and lung problem, not to say of
other side effects. We have time and again pointed
to the ludicrous fUtihmf holding special police
weeks to catch the smoking culprits and Endil'lﬁl:.:lf)
with prosecuting and fining a few hundred vehicl-

es. hBth,p,leqq; renzied alarms have been rewarded

terview with the BSS. however can be hopefully
taken as a sign of the government at last, taking
notice of the looming disaster. What is the DOE go-
ing to do about this problem of air pollution of all
kinds of internal combustion machines, mostly
employed by the overland transport system ?

It is heartening to know government would not
allow anymore two-stroke engines to take to the
road. But there is already a report that this happy
piece of news is being circumvented by ingenious
methods and adding newer vehicles to the already
existing 80,000.

The government is going for disallowi
for reconditioned cars and other vehicles.
gopd move for g:‘lasin out these pollution ma-
chines. It could be still better to force out the vehi-
cles of this nature as soon as their book value has
run out to nil. It has also been wise that the gov-
ernment has thought about the fuel's extra pollut-
ing power. Leaded gasoline should straightway be
banned for import and use.

Now to that delicate point of proving govern-
ment's bona fide of intention in the matter. More
than any private vehicles, it is the police-carrying
lorries that belch out the blackest smoke. If gov-
ernment is serious about de-smoking the vehicles,
it should start at home and
thousands of smoking transpourts. The
come back on roads only after repairs
suificiently carried out on them. Only
government would be morally armed to take on all
the vehicles of the land.

license
isis a

should
ad been

modern testing facilities would be needed to

facing a huge problem involving more than half

we feel that a comprehensive poverty alleviation

level workers, to prepare a priority

with ne mere than such ineffectual 8. o
Publication of a survey on vehicles in four cities
jointly by police and the E and also the DG's in-

ground all of its tens of
after that

We do not subscribe to the government view that

identify the culprit vehicle. Catch the ones visibly
emitting black smoke, deal with them and the

comprehensive and multi-faceted programme we '

| which the terrorist could fall back upon and drew

L

Dhaka atmosphere will become as pure and un-

nauseating as it was decades ago.
Police Showing Result

Pedestrian killed as mufgers and police trade
fire in city — was the headline of a news printed
yesterday in all national newspapers. This was not

uite a new occurrence in Dhaka. But, of course,
is is a recent development. We are pained by the
fact of innocent passersby being caught in crossfire
and suffering and dying as a result. This has to be
prevented at all cost.

Have the mastans become more desperate? Are
they on the rise and up more and more mischief?
No, the increasing police-terrorist encounters
speak of exactly the opposite. The mastans have
been holding an unchallenged sway in the city for
long. Now they are being challenged more and

more by police as well as by ordinary citizens. Wh
this change? Because, the political quarters m};

their inviolability from are being thinning into
air. And with that the pockets inside the police
service itself that were two obliging to bigwigs on
telephone even directly to the mastans who very
helpfully lined their pockets, also responding to
the new air of having no track with the terrorist no
matter to whose wings they were under.

We wish this happy change to continue — sans of
course, the killing of the innocent ones? There was

a talk of ridding the anc:iet]\; of private arms. Mr In-
terior Minister, what has happened to that? Once
the Dhaka University scene comes to sanity, will
you able to take on the rest of the universities
weeding them out of arms and armed bullies? If or-
violent crime in the universities cannot be
ealed, isolated criminal groups would be hard to
disarm and punish.
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Partisanship in Government : Call a Spade a Spade

HE term partisanship is
often misconstrued. It is
generally used in  some-
what ating manner, atir-
ibuting it mostly to some unfair

ch effected in top echelons
of administration lollowing
a changeover in rmument.
This usually corresponds to l.l':
?oﬁ n.em origina in t
i ted tes where E‘un:ulllvc
substitution of litical ap-

pointees takes place with t
advent of a new t. In
Britain, the practice is followed
less rigorously. less extensively
and certainly with least impa-
Lience

Bangladesh, being an inde-
pendent nation. exercises its
sovereign right to pursue the
policy which it deems fit. But,
whal is good for the government
and a party is not necessarily so
for the country and people. Un-
fortunately, we have no uni
form policy in this regard. Iron-
ically, very little changes were
seen 1o have been eflected im-
mediately in administration by
an incoming military or auto-
cratic ruler on its assumption
of power This is so, because it
did not have a political party to
back it publicly and conse-
quently could not bestow pa-
tronage on it. Intake of serving
and retired Armed Forces offi-
cers indeed took place in civil
administration. but gradually
and over a wide span of time

HE is Fk)w‘lnu tribute
- "Full of riches. victuals
and beauties is our land.

Your search for a better country
will baffle you. My motherland
is the queen of all the lands on
the globe” — still holds good if it
is lell to itsell without being -
periled by our untoward activi-
ties. The government of the day
having been entrusted by the
people with the sacred duty of
running state affairs is. there-
fore. requested to keep it to il
sell without allowing anyone to
disturb the normal course.
Please do this only and only
one task. When state emerged
and government came into be-
ing, ils (the latter) functions
were confined only to main-
taining law and order and pro-
tecting it from external aggres-
sions. To our l‘fpl‘tSt]’llﬂtiﬂ!‘E_
both in position and opposi-
tion, is our fervent appeal to do
that primary duty alone in its
true sense. If you do only this, it
will do much more to you and us
ol inestimable value of its own
accord.

FPlease allow law to take its
own course in the political
front, and you will find the
country less of unpatriotic ele-
ments — trailors saboteurs,

provocateurs etc — and more of

well-wishers. patriots and con-
B S s e iy e
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colours to government

one lug:.nn:h criticism by the
opposi not degenerate
imo licence on the other, with
the exercise of the rights to
freedom of expression and as-
sociation that our Constitution
provides for. Social peace will
remain untrammeled as there
will be less demonstrations and
agitations for release of politi-
cal prisoners and detenu as
there will be lesser number of

theimn because of the practice of

continence on the part ol either
parties.
Despite the existence of ade-
uate laws providing for free,
air and impartial elections,
the indiscriminate use of offi-
cial power, black money, hooli-

anism and terrorism have be-

ed people's expectations in
many past elections with the
discomfiture of the really cho-
sen ones. These have assumed
such gigantic énrupnrtinns that
the honest and less pro ied

are beginning to find the race of

election a competition of in-
equity. If law is allowed free
play, only the dedicated. honest
and cherished ones will return
and the self-seekers will retreat
making the stage clear for good
governance, transparent ad-
ministration and accountabil-
ity which are remedy to the ills

We want a clean city,

not fountains

Sir, We have learned through
newspaper that under the su-
pervision of Chittagong City
Corporation, different private
organizations are going to in-
stall fountains at the impor-
tant junctions in city to im-
prove its beauty.

But | don't understand how
the fountains would help to
beautify the city when over-
flowing dustbins, littered
streets, blocked drains are the
common phenomenon.

Both sides of the streets in
many places are lined with
buildings which are badly in
need of paint and repairment,
which are not pleasant to the
Eyt.s. Should not Chittagong

ity Corporation pay attention
to these problems first? A clean
city will soothe the eyes and
help to improve health of the
people residing in it.

So, | hope CCC will give im-
portance to these aspects and
not on which is not important.

Nur Jahan
1390, East Nasirabad. Chit-

tagong.

Chaos and crisis in
Family Planning
Department

Sir, Family planning is no
doubt a Science con-
cern. Yet a long chain has
grown up with non-medical
professionals which, of course,

can't be broken because of diffi-
culty to absorb them. Physi-

Bangladesh, being an independent nation, exercises its sovereign right to pursue the policy which it deems fit.
But, what is good for the government and a party is not necessarily so for the country and people.

With a political government
the scenario was somewhat dil

ferent — 1972 witnessed an un-
precedented reshuffling. almost
a metamorphosis in the :
Party stalwarts swiftly occu-
high posts available for po-
appointees. Government
officials were rewarded for
their pation in the War
of Liberation and many were
promoted. mainly due to dire
necessity. thrice over instanta-
neously This period also wit-
nessed many appointments to
se1iior posts by the government
without going through the nor-
mal procedure of competitive
examinations. To the victor
belonged the spoils. This was a
classic example.

Following election in 1991,
there had indeed been itical
appointments. It took the gov-
ernment quite some time to fill

Lp lhmats aller those fell va-
cant. cases of terminating
services for political purposes
in order to substitute them
arty members were relatively
ew. Even a well-known Awami
Leaguer was retained by the
BNP government as the Attor-
nev General till the end of his
tenire

The scenario after the 12

June election this year appeared
quite different. Most of those
senior officers whose services
had been extended by the BNP
government found their con-
tracts arbitrarily cancelled. So
many public officials, almost at
all levels and in most sectors,
have been moved from one
place to another within much a
short period that 'n many. i

and Crosscurrents
e N

ing cases on Awami
League's behall as the Aftormey
General within a week or two of

the new government's assump-
tion of power was an cye opener
too real government policy to

many. Public Prosecutors and
Government Pleaders at district
levels are substituted by
Awami League officials and
supporters in great gustio The

broke records in Bangladesh «
lustory. Government Banks,
Insurance Companies and other
financial institutions were first
bereft not only of all BNP ele-
ients but also of some unsus-
pecting non-party BNP ap-
pointees, even if they were gen-
erally regarded as competent.
Then followed selection and in-
stallation of Awami Leaguers
and their sympathisers in their
places

The aprol.nlmtnl of an advo-
cate. who had so long been pilot-

process is almosl complete.
The political Ambassadors
were recalled, which was under-
standable. What was not under-
standable was the indecent
haste in which they were re-
called This did not help im-
prove the dignity and image of
the new government. to say the
least in the host countries
Even the government of Khon-
daker Moshtagque and Justice
Sayem did not dismiss all the
Ambassadors. who had been
originally appointed by Banga-

bandhu.

An incredible situation
emerged in educational institu-
tiotis harg the past couple ol
months. A well-devised plan
enabled the Awami-backed
Student League to forcibly oc-
cupy most of the Students Halls
or dormitories in the Dhaka
University. The BNP alleges
Ltacit su or as least negli-
gence ty by the law enforc-
ing authorities in furthering
these nefarious activities. Sev-
eral medical colleges and other
educational institutions have
already come under the control
of the studentis wing of the rul-
ing party. Even during the
height the non-cooperation
movement organised by the
then opposition during the last

' the cam-
Dhaka University

inte an armed battle ground he-
tween st udent : as we wit-
nessed in the recent weeks. The
process is continuing in other
educational institutions out-

side the metropolis.

A word aboul our civil ser-
vants — they are. by and la~ve.
revarded as astute. conscien-
tivus. hard-working and effi-
cient. There are m(%eed exXi ep-

Doing the Minimum for Motherland

by M Arshad Ali
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retreat making the stage clear for good governance, transparent
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laguing our national hfe.

£ nﬁa laws suller suspension 1n
our educational arena. moncy
and power till the vacuum and
adniissions are ollered to e
detriment of the meritorious
and ol the ultimate good ol the
nation. In many of the lirst

grade colleges ol the country a
vast chunk of the seals are
doled out to the so-called stu-
dent leaders who inferior
students admitted efther in ex-
change of illegal gratification
or in prospect of netting them
within their fold to carry out
nefarious designs. As lerrorists
enjoy unbridled license, bril-
liant lives are cut down in the
prime classes suspended in the
peak sessions. academic calen-
dars nullified, examinations

ostponed, session jams
ab{rinlhtd, doubling and
tripling in the hall seats ensued

and abowve all the law-abiding
students and their guardians
made to bear the unforeseen
atl undesirable extra burden
on educational costs.
: socicty and
are deprived of the
services of the timely d-
oul graduates as well as of the
optimum utilisation of the hu-
man and physical facilities
that the r nation arranges
and allocates for those institu-
tions. The hooligans disallow
test examinations to be held to
allow them for public exami-
nations. let alone their fulfill-
ment of the requirement of at-
tendance in classes of certain
per cent. Classes are unat-
tended, studies neglected and
examinations appeared at
through mass-copying. Even
the normal process of selection
of teacher is sometimes jeopar-
dised. Suitable candidates are
threatened with dire conse-
quences to debar them from
applying and appearing at in-'
terviews to the advantage of the
worthless being selected with
consequence of a vicious circle
created for the educational in-
stitutions to which students,
teachers and the entire admin-
istration fall helpless victim.
Peace which is the most
sought-after in all civilised
communities is a casualty to
law not deterring the hoodlums.
The obdurate goons resist the
judicious elders from playing
their traditional role in miti-
gating petty feuds preventing

them Irom aggravating into lit

igation at courts. The village
lile is so littered by the thugs
and rufflans that their obnoxi

ety has driven the saner people
indoors and tragic inciderits are
taking place involving huge
loss of life and pro trlr

Gresham's law Is gradually
gaining ground. The unantho-
rised arms take a heavy toll of
human life day in and day out.
In the district Jhenidah e it
is alleged the one person is
murdered every day by the
ariied terronists. The chiyues
drive lamilies viil ol village Lo
migrate to cities and towns to
add to the floating population
and Inistees.

Worsening law and order
have made society dumb wit-
ness to hellish incidents of even
minor girls being raped and
murdered, the houses looted,
ransacked and burnt, the in-
mates assaulted, tortured and
violated, sometimes law enforc-
ing agents conniving and com-
uulting. Under the garb of trade
LIS terrorist . action un-
1wves the wheel of production.
Lhe country losses outputs, the
imiport bill rises and the foreign
exchange decreases. The facio-
ries sicken, go out of produc-
tion. the bank suffer from loan
default, and the people. from
unemployment. The country is
flooded with foreign goods and
ptﬂc‘)le'a sense of patriotism and
pride in the independent na-
tionhood eroded. Neutral en-
forceinenit of the law is answer
to such situations.

Our transport and commniui-
nication system is a hostage to
arson, gangsterism, vandalism,
hi-jack and high-waymanship
which patrol our roads and
highways. Extortion. road
blockades and strikes have
been shocking the system of
communication beyond ab-
sorption limit and the poor
countrys shoulder seems to be
breaking down. The daily
Ittefaque on 31.8.96 carried on
its front page an appeal of the
Gabtali haka Cattle
Merchants' Multipurpose Co-
operative Society urging upon
the PM to save them from the
clutches of the extortionists so
that they may sell each cow at
least . TK. 2 less. Collection
of illegal tolls by mastans and
police meets the eye on almost

-
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cians demand DDO-ship which
I don't desire. According to my
opinion. only senior first-class
officers should be DDOs
(Drawing Disversement Offi-
cers). As a result, there is al-

ways a dirty power politics ex-
isting in the department.
As Thana Family Planning

Officers are the supreme au-
thority, my strong belief as that
many medical officers are suf-
ferers and most probably they
are not getting a chair,

On the otherhand, justice is
not available, as the higher au-
thorities even at the direc-
torates are busy with backing
the non-medical professionals.
What do there non-medical

rofessionals know about fam-
ly Slﬂﬂﬂiﬂ

ne higher official assured

me to supply fans for storage of

medicine! In fact. to maintain

guality of medicine — it is to be
kept in a particular tempera-
ture and alt a particular hight
from the floor. The recent better
performance in the family
planning sector is mainly due
to the activities of NGOs and
certainly not due to that of the
government.

Dr Md MR Khan
MO (FW)
Sultanpur

FWC Zakigoni,
Sylhet gons

"Result of DU's LLB

(Hons)"

Sir, The leg
the University of

haka con-
sists of only

considered as a pioneer in

of Law of

e subject i.e.
Law. This faculty deserves to be

T
e

completing its courses in accor-

dance with the period men-
tioned on the University Aca-
demic Calendar. All of us who
are the students of this facultly
highly pay our heartfelt thanks
to this faculty for completin

the courses within the expecte

span of time. But there is a bad
record of this faculty in pub-
lishing its result within the
reasonable period of time.

From the experience of the pre-
vious years it has been ob-
served that it is quite indiffer-
ent and negligent in publishing
the result and it procrastinates
much time which seems to be
beyond the patience of the ag-

ieved students. Due to this

elay in publishing results very
often some students fail to at-
terid the Bar Council Exams for
enrollment as advocates. Be-
sides now-a-days it is being
heard that a considerable
number of judicial magistrates
is going to engaged under the
public service commission. If it
is so, the students who have ap-
peared at the LLB (hons) Exams
this year are going to be de-
prived of these opportunities.

So it is earnest request and
appeal to the Faculty of Law of
the U of Dhaka to pub-
lish the result of LLB (hons)
Exam. as early as possible. |
guess it would not be a diflicult
task if the teachers concerned
tlake initiative.

Mohammad Muzibur lf?ah_rmn

LLE (Hons )
343, Zahurul Hugy Hall
Dhaka University

. to avoid

our national ;

all roads and streets in this ‘all
tolerant’ land of ours Our de
velopment works are fattening
the anti-social elements in
stead ol developing social utili
ties Corruption and misappro
riation have carried the day
lon's shares of the develop
ment lunds are being eaten
away by unscrupulous political
sneaks and dishonest officials
concerned with the execution of
the schemes,
Corruption has bred conta-
n to the amazing extent of af-
ting the people at the helm of
affairs steering the ship of the
state. Murders result from row
over distribution of construc-
tion booty. Very few tenders are
free from monetary bungling.
Failure to gratify the extortion-
ists suspends development
works beyond time limit esca-
lating cost and detracting
gualities. People undertaking
house bhuilding work and tak-
ing possession ol newly-pur
chased land hardly escipe =7
paws of Lhe exlortionists i1 (e
name of social welfare and
cultural organisations. The
hoodlums ‘propped up by the
partitions have stooped so low

that their lust has not spared
even the wheat doled out among
the vulnerable mothers and
widows and the food for educa-
lion distributed among the
poorest primary school-going
children.

The f[inancial laws of ac-
countability guiding the func-
tioning of different sector cor-
porations and SOEs have been
Lhrown to the air so much. so
that the PDB alone incurred a
loss of Tk 420.75 crores in the
fiscal 1995-96 alone. What an

astounding squandering of peo-
ple's moneﬂ.?'hc amount of loss
suffered by the public sector
corporations (Tk. 1144.62
crores in 1995-96) alone is suf-
ficient enough to bring in the
desired industrialisation and
this is possible if rules of disci-
Fllnr: and accountability are en-
orced in the sirict sense
untinged by any ulterior mo-
live. It is amazing Lo note that
capacity utilisation is a propo-
sition foreign to our state-run
organisations and en ;

t:rpnm.
As laws are . 4
clidod agd mniﬁmc&
ev sphere our natio

life. The student cannot revere

tions. It is not for
political party to secure I lind
allegiance from them. Yet. gov-
ermment servants are

to be more than courteous to
government leaders. This is un-
derstandable. Also understand-
able, in the context of human
irailties. is the existence of a
number of officials. who are
known time server and would
go whole hog with the -
ment of the day. The i

are few and far between. They
deserve much better reward

litically for any worthwhile
score they cuu.k; have helped
certain political party to gain a
special situation.

The above has been narrated
government se is not objec-
tionable, ra it is inevitable.
The. undesirabie comes
into play when it is practiced in
iy s markirse e gintinriur
it is no doubt o mea-
sure an optimum stamdard.
However. one may ceompare
with similar situ in the
past and make an assessment.

It is. therefore, natural to
practice an acceptable degree of
ip. It is bad to make

excesses. It is even worse to
claim mo partnership when. on
the contrary. excesses have
been committed. It does not cost

anyone to call a spade a spade.

all his teachers, the teacher
cannot love all his students,
the employer deceives the em-

ployee. the e distrust
the em mF’r:mpohct at-
lempt on and y. the
mastans dominate, honest
withdraw, public servants as-
sume mastery. the army per-
jurely invades the seat ol power
within. and laws are adhered to
more in breach than in obser-
vance.

Proper enforcement of law
ensures peace and stabilit
which bless the country wit
less price-hike., more produc-
tion, more em (. more
mills and factories. more liter-
acy and education, more qual-
ity construction and

P—
higher per ta income,

s

ment,

and above all, a standard
of living which our eflorts
are aimed at.

The country is ng un-
der the adox dgﬁ:dmum
prod though it has been to
deliver all the laws necessary to
arrest all these. It calls upon its
fortunate children in position
and opposition to arrive at a
consensus at least on one peint
and 1o do the minimum to it i.e.
to allow the country's laws
function normally then it -
will shower its bounty on them
and say: "Sweet my childiren). |

A

lin

[Iniversity.

A government exists through
its governance. The governarnce
is exercised throu decision
making and implementations
of the decisions made. The peo-

le have a lot of expectations

m a government. So, the gov-
ernment has to appreciate these
and act cnrrect§+ The present
government of Bangladesh
shall obviously be busy in im-
?lemcnting its election mani-
esto and programmes to estab-
lish its credibility. There are
ceriain issues and problem ar-
eas which do not make
election issues or ma sto,
but they are politically damag-
ing and may lead to public an-
noyance when not rightly man-
aged. These issues are not to be
settled only on the basis of con-
ventional technoeconomic yard
slick; but political considera-
tion, public emotion and con-
sequential damages shall guide
the final decision. In some in-
siances, not much time is also
available to make a decision
and implement the same. It is
expected that the following
E)rnhlem areas shall be dealt by

he Government tiously
s sta above.

'‘Aricha-Nagarbari-Daulat-
dia' Services: The ferry
services between "Aricha-Na-
and between "Aricha-
Daulatdia” should be main-
tained uninterrupted in all
weathers all the year round. No
excuse is acceptable to the pub-
lic for the disruption of the ser-
vices. Causes such as closure of
channel, silting of the channel,
shifting of the ghat or break-
down of vessels are not accept-
able. These are engineering
problems. Some of them can be
predicted long before they ap-
pear before you. What is needed
is dynamic management to
keep the ferry services opera-
tional. Whatever manpower,
materials, services and funds
required are to be mobilised to
keep the services on. These

€

garbari”

fcr services mak:“h:ldllnﬂ
n news s.

dlaltie: 1€ It Catiten 0
the public using these routes.
The economy and the con-
sumers have to pay for the dis-
ruption, Even the comple-
tion of the Jamuna bridge, the
ferry service of "Aricha-
Daulatdia” shall have to be
maintained to have the south-
ern Bangladesh connected with
Dhaka.

Natural Gas Fertilizer Fae-
tory, Fench The decision
:"ﬂ of th o located

actor the country loca
at Ft:l{chuganj under Sylhet

division the s -
l ernment ?ny l%m u‘no:-

tional outburst and local un-
rest. The decision was reversed
later on. The plant is expected

to run a ﬁf: If;ﬁr the
ned over-
e gy anespeolote X

\complex named “Shahjalal Fer-

insecticide,
T. gﬂcu tural lean etc.
Brought disasters for the whole

foemnion ]
Small Steps towards a Long Leap |

u;untryinth:put.'ﬂﬂm
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tilizer Factory” is planned to be
built before the future of the
cﬂstmﬂlam is decided. It ap-
t the proposed ect

ad u&n}m been pursued hotly
eno arranging funds and
ﬂrumﬂnn of the contract dur-
ing past three years. This
impie ’“““t‘ilfé“‘g?m" ect. The gov.
emen ; %
ernment does not require %g;_
nomic justification to build
this plant; the issue is a booby-
trad?m.:nd it cannot be diffused
wi t buil the proposed
plant. However fin a thou-
sand crore taka is not a big
deal and the investment cost
can be definitely reduced by at
least twenty five per cent if the

ﬁvernmmt is not interested in
ck back. '

Electric Power and Natural
Gas Short-Fall: There
now exists a gap between de-
mand and supply of both elec-
tric power natural gas. The
problem has become compli-
cated because of dependence of
power generation and urea fer-
tilizer production on natural
gas. In the past few years, no
new power plant was built or
planned an‘g older units were
not rehabilitated tely .
.;.n a rnmm.xlijl the pgl:g‘:}ﬂmn

emand and su
has increased m'tdrit wlm
tinue to widen further coupled
with the interru of gener-
ation because of technical fail-
ures. In order to keep the exist-

ing power plants u natural
gas as fuelpnn full and the
urea production uninterrupted,

the supply of natural gas has to
be ensured. The present short-
fall is estimated to be about

100MMSCFD. It is ble to
ensure the supply of this addi-
tional quantity of by hav-

ing three production wells
along with surface facilities in
six months time. It is estimated

that the cost would be around
Tk 120 crore and the
implemented without external

can be

duction fields s those dis-
covered at Bel near Narsh-
ingdi and for new
5.
s o ol S
deserve a better operational and
il obs Ao iy
ac eir ction ca-
pacities . Since power
and umnpel:l;oth our econ-

omy, these should be ensured
may what come. As a matter of
national pel

., industries are

lllcide,' fuel.

take place because of inept ﬁ;

ernance and corruption . {
government must have the ca-
pability to intervene and put

situation. In view of the crisis
i the recent
mient shall have to

decide the new role of BADC in
this matter. Since the past gov-
ernment had noth
bilise and nothing
during the fertilizer crisis, the
farmers' blood was unfortu-
nate
ers' platform is the
let it

catch votes by
since 1975. Some of the local

when the immediate
Minister while delive

speech at the UN

congratulated pro
these

man-made. These could

right promptly in such a

past, the

-

to mo-
to bute

illed. Since the farm-

safeguard their interest

those in power

danced to the tune of the
ts. In the recent

her
As-
about it, she was

the

experts including
Vice-Chancellors of the state
universities as if the water of
the had started flowing
through Padma thereafter.
Even some of these experts
the different parts of country
!_ivin& seminars on the |
arakka issue reverberating
the said UN speech. But the
roblem remains
use of lack of serious ini-
tiative and political determi-

legodly it Ja_considired politi
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