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BNP urges govt to buy |

jute at fair price

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) demanded of the
government to take necessary
steps for buying jute from the

wers at fair price and hatd
cash to alleviate their plight,

reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday,
BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuivan MP said
lakhs of jute growers were at
peril due to low price of their
produce because of 'wrong poli-
cy' of the present government.

“The golden fibre now turned
into hanging chord for the
farmers,” he said, adding that
the price of jute per maund is
now Tk 100 less than its pro-
duction cost.

Bhuiyan. iculture and
Food Minister of the previous
BNP government. alleged that
the jute mills were incurring
huge loss due to of fund for
jute purchase while thousands
of maunds of juie was being
smuggled to India.

He cautioned. country's
economy would slip into deep
crisis if the jute industry and
jute growers cannot survive.
"Jute sector is now under the
worst disaster in recent time."

The BNP secretary general

PM addresses
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tial candidate Bob Dole, both of
whom would be preoccupied
with the US elections being held
on November 5.

However, she is expected to
have meetings with several US
Congressional leaders and Sen-
ators, who are likely to call on
her.

Sheikh Hasina would be
meeting leaders of the US busi-
ness community invelved in
trade and other economic ac-
tivities with Bangladesh and
prospective investors.

In New York, she will also
meet the members of the
B adesh community.

Prime Minister is due to
visit Boston where she will ad-
dress the {aculty members and
students of Harvard University
on October 28,

Meanwhile, a high level del-
egation is due to leave for New
York for attending the 51st ses-
sion of the UN General Assem-
bly. The delegation. to be
headed by Fo Minister Ab-
dus Samad is due to leave
for New York September 22 or

23.
Visit to Italy

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is scheduled to visit
Italy from November 14 to 17
during which she will dttend an
international conference of the
Rome-based Food and Agricul-
tural Organisation (FAO).

jute mills to shut

said the setback in jute sector
would also hinder the earning
of fore exchange. force the
wn and also
damage the bank and insurance
sector su uently.

Mannan Bhuiyan ur the
government to save the jute

s from financial loss and

suff caused by low market
s of Thete srodiaee

Meanwhile, Mannan
Bhuiyan condemned the ruling
party activists for launching at-
tack on a function organi by
BNP Shahjadpur thana unit on
September 1.

Nomura Int’l

officials 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

The investment banking
arm of the Nomura Securities
Com Lid, the Secyl-
rities firm of Japan, Nomura
International Plc expressed
keen interest to invest in
Bangladesh. says a press release
of First Capital Securities Lim-
ited, a corporate member of

Dhaka and Chittagong Stock
Exchanges.

Manag Director of No-
mura International Plc, Lon-
don llyas Khan and Ancrew
Price, director, Nomura Inter-
national, Singapore, are now
visiting adesh to lore
the investment opportunities.
They will meet ministers and
senior government officials.

With a total assets of 80 bil-
lion US dollars, Nommura is one
of the largest investment bank
of the world. On a consolidated
basis nearly 25 per cent of its
total assets are lunded by eq-
uity. They are the market leader
in Japan, accounting 12 per
cent of the turnover of the
Tokyo Stock Exchange. With
16,000 employees, they operate
in 27 countries, having 60 of-
fices worldwide.

BNP to boycott
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last night: "We have decided to
fight against the allegations
both legally and politically.”
The meeting resolved that
the government had opted for
silencing the pm—l::eupe voice
of the BNP by filing various
charges against the BNP leaders
and activists, the BNP leader
said adding, "Police harass-
ment would not stop the BNP
from speaking for the people.”
The meeting was attended by
among others party secretary
eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan, Khandaker Delwar
Hossain, Barrister Rafiqul Is-
lam Miah, Khandaker Moshar-
raf Hossain and Oli Ahined.

‘Corrupt to face trial

From Page 1
cisions would be taken as per
law, Hasina told the BBC corre-
spondent.

The BBC correspondent
asked whether the filing of
cases would make the relation
between the government and
the main opposition more
strenuous while the govern-
ment is ng to make consen-
sus on difierent issues.

The corrupt e will not
get any consideration as the

overnment is determined to
uild a corruption-free society,
the prime minister said, "We
cannot encourage corruption.”

Sheikh Hasina said her gov-
ernment would not interfere in
the implementation and en-
forcement of law. If anybod
indulges in corruption, he wi
have to face the law, she cate-
gorically said.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
has cases against former
Prime ster m Zia's son
Tarek Rahman, her brother
Syed Iskendar and three other
former ministers on Monda
for npprnpﬂ;ttlt:n of public
money, corru
of powers during the BNP rule,
according to the BBC Bengali
service yesterday.

n and misuse

The accused are former Juie
Minister Hannan Shah, former
State Minister for Relief Lutfar
Rahman Khan. and former
State Minister for Religions Af-

" fairs M A Mannan.

The accused also includes
the former Managing Director
of the Sonali Bank.

Motijheel and Ramna thana
officials in the city and Gazipur
Sadar thana officials acknowl-

ed that cases against m
Zia's son Tarek and brother
Iskendar and three other fos
mer ministers have been lodged
for appropriating public money
and misuse of power. Motijheel
thana police said Tarek and
Syed Iskendar are accused of
influenc the Sonali Bank to
relax the terms and conditions
for disbursement of a loan
amounting to Tk 15 crore and

30 lakh against the Dandee
Dyeing Company Limited.

The bank allowed them loan
on an equity of Tk one crore in-

stead of a required equity of Tk
5 crore mdreﬁfi'. lakh. ‘

Besides, the price of the land
thatwunmg:Fndagalnﬂﬂm
bank loan was also exaggerated.
The of the land was shown

at 18 lakh while its real
value was Tk one lakh and 20

thousand only, BBC reported.

KCC drive to
detect arsenic

in tubewell water

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Sept 17: The
Khulna City Corporation (KCC)
has taken up a programme to
detect arsenic pollution in
tubewell water.

The KCC Mayor told The
Daily Star that samples of
tubewell water are being col-
lected from different parts of
the city for laboratory test.

Kailashtila Gas
Field GM gheraoed

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 17: The angry
employees and workers of
Kailashtila Gas Field at Golap-
ganj gheraoed the office of the
General Manager and put the
lour wells under lock and key
today to press their demand for
regularising their services im-
mediately.

Gunfight

From Page 1

their associales, snaiched Tk
6000 from the cash and as-
saulted an employee. employees
of the restaurant clai :

The employees then chased
them. The alleged muggers
started fleeing firing shots and
blasting cocktails. Police on
duty in the area rushed to the
spot and exchange of fire en-
sued.

Police arrested Khaled and
Lincon and interrogated
Shamim in this connection. po-
lice said.

Police recovered a foreign-
made pistol and three bullets
from the possession of Khaled.
Police sources said that both
Khaled and Lincon were in-
volved in acts of terrorism and
extortion in Ramna, Motijheel
and adjoining areas.

Meanwhile, police sent the
body of the unidentified pedes-
trian to the DMCH for autopsy.
police said.

A murder case has been filed
with Motijheel thana in this
connection. Senior police offi-
cials visiled the spot.

PM: Cricketers

: From Page 1

She also assured of bringing
foreign coach for a better train-
ing to develop cricket. The gov-
ernment will take appropriate
measures for set
stadium with all modern facili-
ties for development of the
game, she said.

Mayor Mohammad Hanif,
State Minister for Youth, Spor-
ts and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Kader, BCCB president Saber
Hossain Chowdhury MP, Begum
Seﬂeda Chowdhury MP, Bang-
ladesh Olympic Association

resident Lt General Mahbubur
hman and other officials
concerned of BCCB and Natio-
nal Sports Control Board were
present at the function.

US co chief
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The appraisal plan would
outline how much natural gas
would be extracted daily from
the well by Cairn. On the other
hand the government will have
to chalk out how much gas it
will buy from the Cairn and at
what rate.

"This is a critical stage for
the government in dea]ing with
foreign companies,” a Petro-
hang%a official said requesting
anonymity. "Any hasty decisi-
on about GPSA or other deals
could go against the interest of
the country in the long run."

Presently, the Bakhrabad
gas field is extracting 5 million
cft gas everyday and thereby, a
huge demand for gas already ex-
ists,

"The Production Sharin
Contract (PSC) with the Cairn

sound,” said a well placed
source in the Energy Ministry.
“Initially, the of the gov-
ernment and the Cairn for any

s field discovered under the

would be 70:30 and over the
years, Bangladesh will own 100
mcmt of the fields,” the source

up cricket -

7 killed in Jhenidah

road accidents
By Staff Correspondent

Seven were killed and

33 others injured in two road
accidents in Jhenidah district

yesterday.
Our Jhenidah Correspondent

reports; four persons were
killed and 25 others injured
when a minibus collided head
on with a truck at Baromasia

on the Kalligong-Jibannagar
road yesterday afﬁ:rnoon.

According to Mohespur tha-
na police, two died on

the spot — one at the

Kotchandpur Hospital and the

other on way to the Jessore
tal.

ourteen of the injured were
first admitted to the Kotchand-
pur H tal. Later. 12 persons
were sh to the Jessore Hos-
pital.
UNB adds: Three
cluding a bride, were kil

. in-
and

seven others injured when a
microbus overturmed in front of
the Mubar j Sugar Mills
in Kaliganj thana.

Kaliganj police said a
Manikganj-bound microbus
carrying a bridal party from
Bagerhat overturned while
ov:&lnl a truck at about 8:40

last night.

The newly-wed
Farzana Akter Lipi, 24. died on
the spot while Rezaul Karim. 26,
a friend of the groom succumbed
to his injuries at the Kaum.j
health complex. Faruk -
ssain, 35. the driver of the
microbus, breathed his last on
-'?]r to the Jessore Sadar Hospi-
tal.

The injured were the father.
uncles and friends of the groom
of Ghar Para village in
Manikganj district.

bride.
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lem of this region. she said and
called for a concerted eflorts Lo

drive out poverty for better liv-
ing of peoples of this area.

“China has expressed its de-
sire for improving relations

with the SAARC countries,” she
said adding, "We want to build
up friendly cooperative and re-
spectful relations with the
countries of the region.”

“We want to free Bangladesh
from the curse of rty and to
build up a self-rellant country,”
the Prime Minister said em-
phatically.

Referring to her st 'r in

Hong K:mf Hasina she had
a series of meetings with the in-

vestors there and those who
came from Malaysia. South Ko-
rea and other couhtries.

"I have invited them to in-
vest in adesh. ™ she said.

About the investment cli-
mate in Bangladesh, she said
the new government had re-
moved all impediments in the
way of investment. ~ desh
has prepared the ground for in-
vestment f[rom foreign in-
vestors.”

She said the Law Commis-
sion had been set up to reform
the relevant laws to pave the
ground lor investment in the
country.

Regying to a question on
import of energy. the Prime
Minister said, "We have to en-
sure availability of er by
any means to make rapid
strides in the field of industri-
alisauuni“d 2 : “
"B ade is r
s dis-

behind in production
— —

Six robbed
In City
By Staff Correspondent

At least six persons includ-
ing a woman were robbed in
separate incidents in the city
yesterday.

Shefali Islam, 25, wife of
Sirajul Islam of Dhanmondi,
sustained bullet wound when a
group of muggers fired on her
near Abahani math in the af-
ternoon. She was traveling in a

rickshaw when the muggers at-
tacked at about 2:45 pm

She was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hus;l:!; :
tal (DMCH]) with injuries in the
bel& hospital sources said.

urces added that the mug-
gers snatched a gold chain from
hefali.

When contacted Dhanmondi

lice said that they did not
ﬂ‘;\n: any information in this

regard.

In another incident, a col-
lege student Saiful Islam, 18,
was robbed of Tk 10,000 and a
wrist watch from Lichubagan
road in Nakhalpara area at
about 7 pm. family sources said.

Sources added that the
armed gang of about three mas-
taans attacked Saiful when he
was returning home with the
money. They took him to a
nearby housing compound and

beat him with hockey sticks
severely.

Some 36 per cent of vehicles
plyirﬁ on the streets were found
emitting black smoke and other
exhausts which are injurious to
health.

It was revealed in a survey
carried out rjninﬂy by the De-

artment of Environment and
affic Police from January 25
to August 24, 1996, coverin
Dhaka. Chittagong, Khulna an
Rajshahi.
Director General of Depart-

ment of Environment (DOE) A N -

M Wahed told BSS that out of a
total of 814 vehicles surveyed in
the four cities, 297 were found
to be faulty and cases were filed
against them.

Wahed said buses, micro-
buses, trucks, auto-rickshaws,
van, jeeps and tank lorries were
found exhausting black smoke
and other emissions which
cause respiratory and lung dis-
eases. He said one of the ma

roblems the city dwellers are
acing today is air pollution
from vehicle exhausts.

Wahed said the DOE had rec-
ommended phasing out of two-
stroke three wheelers by not is-
suing any fresh licences. More
than 80, auto-rickshaws are

a.now plying in the capital city

alone,
He said similarly, the im-

s and use of other recondi-
joned vehicles such as mini-

buses. trucks and cars should be
gradually discouraged consider-

36pc vehicles in 4 cities
emit black smoke

ting

tribution of r. We have to
make up the deficit in power to
move ahead. We must stop load-
shedding at all cost " she said.
She made a dig al previous
BNP regime for not ing even
one watt to total quantum
of available in the coun-
try. She regretted that it had left
the sector in such a mess
that there might be a total col-

lapse in the power supgly in the

country.
Asked if the government
would buy power [rom India.

the Prime Minister said an offi-
cial team is now in India to
study the cost and benefit of
buying energy from that coun-
L

wuﬂtuhuﬂ' Minister um
Motia Chowdhury, State Minis
ter for Foreign Alfairs Abul Ah-
san Chowdhury and State Min-
ister for Information Prof Abu
Sayeed were present on the oc-
casion.

Apa, not PM!

Sheikh Hasina preferred to
be called 'Apa’ (sister) by news-
men despite her official posi-
tion as Prime Minister, reports
UNB.

“This chair is temporary ... |
want to remain your Apa.” the
Prime Minister said smiling re-

sponding to a question at a

conference at the ICC hall
yesterday afternoon.

She was talking to the press

about her experience ol the
China trip. Hasina's five-day
visit to the eastern country, her
first official trip abroad as PM,
concluded on Monday.

Manpower exporter
kidnapped
In City
By Staff Correspondent
An unidentified gang kid-

napped a businessman, Md
Shajahan, 28, from his travel
a.gcn;y office at Motijheel in the
city Monday afternoon.

Shajahan, reportedly a
manpower exporter, was kid-
napped by a {gup of about four
persons at about Zpm, police
said.

According to his relatives,
the gang demanded Tk five lakh
for his release. Shajahan was
carrying Tk two lakh when he
was picked up. However, police

not confirm it.

The businessman could not
be traced till last night, police
said. Shajahan's brother filed a
case with Motijheel thana.

Police suspect that some
Ecﬂple of Shajahan's village

ome in Pabna were involved
in the kidnapping.

Diarrhoea cl_aims
4 of a family

SHERPUR, Sept 17: Diar-
rhoea claimed four members of
a family at the frontier village
Na aon in Jhenaigati thana
of the district, reports UNB.

Locals said Fatema, 25. and
her three brothers — Malek, 10,

Farid, 6, and Farhad, 3 — died ,

during last three days.

ing the environment aspects.

He said the most important
and essential task is to take
strong and stringent measures
while issuing licences to any
vehicle by making sure that
they are really fit in all aspects
to ply on the streets.

Wahed said enforcement of
law is a must against any vehi-
cle plying on the streets without
proper licence or emitting black
smoke. DOE Director Ahmed Al
Faruq and Programme Coordi-
nator Mosharral Hossain said
echoing the present day slogan
of clean air, clean fuel and
clean car, a coordinated effort
is necessary to intensify vehicle
inspection. maintenance and
action programme for emission
test, setting up air quality mon-
itoring stations. procurement
of mobile lab, and road safety
check.

also stressed introduc-
tion o r and modern fit-
ness test of vehicles prior to the
issuance of fitness certificate by
the adesh Road Transport
Authority.

The DOE experts said DOE
has already recommended lim-
the sulphur content in
petrol and diesel within the
safety-level and banning the
use of tetraethyl lead at produc-
tion level so that 'clean air,
clean fuel and clean car’ slogan
can be turned into reality.

'55 pc of city's population
live below poverty line'

Fifty-five r cent of 9.3
million pulation of Dhaka
city are living below tl;gﬂ'ty
line with 32 per cemy the
hard-core poverty line. an
Asian Development Bank study
said here yesterday. reports
BSS.

The study said around half
of the city's urban are con-
centrated in nearly 3.000
densely populated and envi-
ronmentally hazardous slums
and squatter settlements on
unutilised government. private
and other categories of lands.

Only three per cent of the
Dhakas five million urban
poor own their plot of land and
nearly 90 per cent of them live
in single rooms in very poor
quality shelter, for which many
pay very high rents. it said

The average per capita livin
space enjoyed by the poor o
[Dhaka is only 30 square feet
Some 60 per cent of Dhaka's

r have no access (o sanitary
atrines Jobs are mostly in the
informal sector and incomes
are low and generally irregular
of the urban poor

The study pointed out that
for the urban poor the security
is precarious. with threats of
eviction from both landowners
and statutory authorities and
violence ol mastaans

The preliminary result of a
survey of ADB in 1996 showed

that there are 2 679 slum clus-
ters in the Dhaka

area which rose from 2 156
slums in 1991.

The survey said the actual
number of people living in
slums and squatter settlements
would, however. be higher than
1.1 million. It said an estimated
300.000 of Dhaka s maids and
other domestic servants live in
high and middle class residen-
tial areas. About 75.000 are liv-
ing in the institutional bwild-
ings such as hostels or schoois.
colleges and universifies

ues. temples and office
buildings Another 80 000 in
L ng areas. kaicha bazaars
and consiruction sites are
sleeping under open sky in the
cit

}:l"l'ﬂ!' survey said a large num-
ber of garment workers do not
live in the slums and squatter
settlernenits They find different
arrangements (o live in non-
slum areas On the other hand.
guite a substantial number of
the poor in the city live in non-
slum residential areas, usually
in the dilapidated residential
structure and congested resi-
dential areas in the old city
The survey estimated that such

ulation would be about
E;? 000 or 27 per cent of total
poor in the city

Most of the slum clusters,
nearly 75 per cent, are hcntq:!

on privately owned lands witn
24 per cent located on govern-
ment owned lands. The remain-
ing one per cent is divided be-
tweenn NGO owners and others.
Pointing out some of the pat-
terns and characteristics of
slums in Dhaka . the
S . e
ter settlements can be found all
over the city. are concen-

trated in thanas —
Mohammadpur. Mirpur and
Sabujbagh.

It is more than 98 per cent of
the slums and squatter settle-
mernits are located within the
Dhaka City C tion (DCC)
area. Outside C areas, there
are very few slums — but there
are large numbers of low in-
come settlements which are not
defined as slums.

Slums and squatter settle-

ments are located on
marginal lands. mm
prone. low-lying areas, slopes,
and elongated strips. Slums on

private land are smaller in size

while those on nment
land are bi in size. Some
slums on public lands contain

large population concentra-
tions

The su out that
major mmrmpﬂt:tﬁ squatter
settlements since 1981 is the
proliferation of such sites along
the newly constructed western
embankment of the city.

JS probe body -
visits Langadu

From Our Correspondent

RANGAMATI, Sept 17: The
special arliamenlar{ comimit -
tee on the Baghaichhari mas-
sacre visited Langadu today Lo
probe the causes of the killings
and make a report on the inci-
dent.

The committee consists of
Chief Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah,
MP. Kalparanjan Chakma, MP,
Dipankar Talukder MP. Bir
Bahadur, MP, Engineer Mosha-
rraf Hossain, Fazley Rabbi MP
and the ME‘I:':;JI‘ of Chittagong A
B M Mohiuddin.

Specially at an informal
meeting, they assured the local
people that the government
would take all possible steps to

revent the recurrence of such
Erutal killings in the future.

Earlier, they offered muna-
jat at the graves of the victims
praying for the salvation of the
departed souls.

The committee members
told the local newsmen that the
killings was a conspiracy

against the government. "This
has been done to desiroy the
image of the new government.”
said one of the members,

They also recorded the ver-
sion of Mohammad Yunus who
escaped the massacre. The Chief
Whip assured the relatives of
the victims that the govern-
ment would extend all possible
cooperation to them.

2 BTV men among
4 hurt in Rangamati

road accident

From Our Correspondent

RANGAMATI, Sept 17: Four
persons, including two employ-
ees of Bangladesh Television
|[BTV) and an information offi-
cer, sustained injuries in a road
accident at Safchhari in sadar
thana this morning.

The victims were identified
as Mohammarl Hussain, 42, 5=-
nior Cameramen and Abdul
Wahab. 30, Camera Assistant of
BTV, Makhan Lal Hira, 40,
Public Relations Officer (PRO)
to the Chief Whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad and Mafiz Uddin, 45,
drive of the Pajero Jeep in
which they were travelling to
cover the activities of a parlia-
mentary committee formed
causes of probe Baghaichhari
killings.

The driver and the TV crew
have been sent to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital while
the PRO is now under treatment
at Rangamati Sadar Hospital.

The accident occurred when
the driver lost control of the
vehicle after it dashed against a
road ride tree.

5-member probe
body on CHT
incident

The government has formed
a five-member enguiry com-
mittee headed by the Additional
Divisional Commissioner
(General) at Chittagong to in-
vestigate the killing of 28 wood-
cutters on September 9 in
Baghaichhari thana under
Rangamati, an official handout
said here yesterday, reports
BSS.

The other members of the
committee are director of the
special affairs division. a depu-
ty secretary of the Home Mi-
nistry, a representative of 24th
Infantry Division based in
Chittagong and additional dis-
trict magistrate of Rangamati.

The committee will submit
its report with recommenda-
tions within next 15 days to the
Home Ministry.

West Bengal

5 hurt as BCL, Shibir
clash on CU campus

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 17: At
least five student activists were
injured, in a series of clashes
between the su ers of Chha-
tra League Chhatra Shibir
on the Chittagong University
campus this afternoon. police
and campus sources said.

Among the injured, one Abul
Kasem, identified as BCL, CU
unit leader and student of MSc
final year, was admitted to
Chittago Medical College
Hospital. Kasem received seri-
ous wounds in his arm when the
rivals attacked him with sword,
police said.

Four others including two
Shibir activists were taken to
university medical centre for
treatment.

The clash at around 2

m in front of Shahjalal Hall

tween the supporters of the
two groups following an alter-
cation over sitting inside a uni-
versity shuttle train, police in-
formed. During chases and
counter-chases the two groups
also blasted some cr najdpo_
lice and campus sources said.

Tension was mounting on
the campus as the Shibir ac-
tivists were seen taking posi-
tion at the university gate no 1
while the BCL supporters at the
university railway station. Riot
police were deployed on the
campus, according to UNB.

Meanwhile, an emergency
meeting between Acting Proctor

Samad, Jyoti

From Page 1

ish Kumar Majumdar, West
Bengal State Chief Secretary.
Deb Mukherjee, Indian High
Commissioner to Dhaka, Ran-
jan Mathai, Joint Secretary.
Indian External Affairs Min-
istry and NVV Char, Commis-
sioner (eastern river} of Min-
istry of Water Resources.

Later. the foreign minister
met a group of editors of the lo-
cal dailies in his hotel suite. He
told them that there was politi-
cal will on both sides to resolve

the long outstanding issue of
Ganges water sharing by the end
of this year.

He also stated that the
Ganges water issue was not
linked with any other issue,
particularly the transit facility.

Earlier. Bangladesh Forei
Minister was received by the
Minister for Home
(police), Information and Cul-
tural affairs. Buddhaded Bhat-
tacharjee al the Calcutta air-
port on his arrival.

Prof Ahmed Hossain and the
university hall provosts in the
evening took stock of the over-
all law and order situation of
the cam 3

As tﬂ.:Pmﬂur and police
called for an under be-
tween the two feuding ups,
the BCL leaders ill:::-
mediate punishment to the
Shibir activists responsible for
the trouble and steps to rescue
their activists now in
different dmmm-m

Shibir leaders also de-
manded punishment of the BCL
activists involved in the attack

on their supporters.

Bldg collapse

From Page 1
Corporation Mochammad Hanif
said that the DCC was not aware
of the condition of the dilapi-
dated building as there was no
coordination among various

government organisations
dealing with construction of
buildings.

The Mayor also said that
there was no statistics avail-
able with the DCC on the dilap-
idated buildings of the city. as
the RAJUK was the au to
pass the plans of the buildings
raised in the city.

Officials, reques anony-
mity, said that the K was
also planning to take action

ainst the inspector respon-
sible to oversee the imple-

mentation of the approved de-
sign.
gl'q"l‘ht:rc are more than 30 In-
spectors to look after whether
the buildings are raised in ac-
cordance with the design passed
by the RAJUK." said an high of-
ficial of RAJUK last night. The
exact statistics of the dilapi-
dated high-rise buildings were
not available with the official.
Earlier, it was reported that
the owner of the , instead of
constructing a four-storey st-
ructure as approved by the
RAJUK, built a seven-storey

building.

Residents of the adjacent
area yesterday com that

removal of the debris of the col-
lapsed seven-storied structure
was

at a slow pace.
Officials of the Fire Service

and Civil Defence said that in
the absence of a fire code in the

country, the
not in a position to

role when the plwv
rise buildings were or
passed.
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