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President Kim Young sam said M onday his 12-day trip to five

1Y

Latin American countries has lad

Korean investment in the region, A P reports from Seoul
"Our country will actively partic ipate in the region’'s privati

sation projects, infrastructure buil
development.” Kim said on return ! home from his trip to

Guatemala, Chile, Argentina, Brazi | i ind Peru. Kim's trip was
the first to the region by a South Kore *a n president

i, Kazak leade ¥; sign
The presidents of Azerbaijan and Ka: « akstan signed agreements
Monday to improve cooperation betw en the two former Soviet

republics. especially in the developnow nit ol Caspian Sea oil and

gas fields, AP reports from Baku

Azerbaijani President Geidar Al v and Kazak President
Nursultan Nazarbayev. in thelr hrst
that their countries should work toget her to accelerate oil and
jas developiment. A joint statemerit on
'ﬁw using it only tor peacetul purposes ,

a lowmdation for more South

dir @ and natural resources

accord:

summit meeting. agreed

the Caspian Sea called
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kill 11 rebels . in Colombia:

Colombiah troops killed 11 leftist gueri llas on Monday in the

latest round of clashes in a two week ¢ d rebel offensive. An
army commander said Reutér reports frc 1 Bogota,

The first battle took place early on 1 Aonday when soldiers

headed off attacks by the Revolutioni wry Armed Forces ol

Colombia (FARC) on communities neai

the 1own of Puerto

Perra. about 175 miles (280 km) from Bo gota. in northeastern
Santander province. Gen Rafael Hernanc lez Lopez said seven
guerillas were shot dead and large quantith s 5f arms and muni-

tions were seized.

ISI'adi Ch(m‘ CIHShﬁﬂ An airman was

killed and two were missing atler an Israel 1 ynilitary helicopter
crashed in the Mediterranean Sea during e xt:rcises. the Israeli

Army said yesterday, Reuter reports trom Je nisalem.

The army said communications with the
copter were lost on Monday. Searchers toui 1d the t

Dol heli-

y of one

hin t

crewman aboul three hours later ol the incic lent along with the
wreckage in the sea opposite the norther 'a Israeli town of
Nahariya. The two other crewinen were nissi ng.

40 held for firing in

]
Lébanese ariny lroops have arrr-f-;lﬂ:' 1

1 n Lebanon:

pe« ple for firing their

Euns in joy after a baby boy was born to pi "ominent family in

northern Lebanon. the state run Natltonal

News Agency re-

ported Monday. AP says from Beirut, _
The agency said the gunfire in the tows 1s pl Zgharta and

Ehden Sunday night was to celebrate the biri th of a

aby boy to

the wife of Asaad Karam. Karam. who is in hi s 4Us, hails from a
family descended trom Youssel Karam. an 18 th century warrior
who battled Ottoman Turkish rule in Mount L ebanon.

Fl(ﬂis l{i]]. ].2 iIl Sl.ldal]: surging water

swept through shantytowns near the Sudane se capital. killing
dozens of people and leaving thousamds hon eless, Sudanese
television reported Monday, AP reports from K hartoum.

The floods were the latest to devastate "the
around Khartoum. where the White Nile and Bl Lie

oor region
ile coverage.

State-owned television broadcast footage of flo od waters inun-
dating shantytowns in the southern suburb o f Mayo.

Cholera outbreak kills 77 ir1 Yemen: »

2-month-old outbreak of cholera has killed 77 | people in Yemen
and infected hundreds of others, a health offici al said Monday.

AP reports from San'a.

The epidemic broke out in mid-July in the ¢ ountry's south-
ern Shabwa province and was diagnosed as ¢ holera with the
help of interinational aied agencies. said Abdul-K ader Muttahar.
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The Space Shuttle Atlanys blast off |

Kennedy Space Centre early Monday. Atlantis and a crew
of six are scheduled to dock with the Russian Space

Station Mir.

— AFP/UINB photo

France starts scrapping
N-missiles in Alps

APT, France. Sept 17: Part of
a streamlining of ils post-Cold
War defence. Frince on Monday
started scrapping its 18 land-
based nuclear missiles in the
Alps, and will rely solely on
lanes and submarines for its
nuclear deterrent, reports AP.

. In a ceremony led by top
French military brass, the
commanders of the installation
at Albion Plateau in southeast-
ern France handed over the

. keys that launch the missiles.

Actual dismantling of the
missiles. each 50 times stronger
than the bomb that destroyed
Hiroshima, is to last two years.
The S3D missiles, weighing 25
tons, were Kept in concrete silos
on the base stretching over 300
square kilometres (115 square

les).

The missiles of the First
Strategic Missile Group, with a
range of 3,600 kilometres (2,100
miles], went into service in
1971 during the Cold War and
were aimed at cities in the
Soviet Union.

Two teams of two officers,
stationed 450 metres (1,300 feet)

underground, were or1 perma-
nent alert, capable of launching
the missiles within 40 seconds.
A page of miHtary history
has turned,” President Jaeques
Chirac said in a mess age read
during the ceremony. "But the
will of the nation to guarantee
its ultimate security ir1 all cir-
cumstances remains.”
' In abandoning its nuclear

- defence’ trladt____Framtﬁ still

maintains fivée subrnarines
with nuclear-tipped rnissiles
and about 60 Mirage 2000N and
Super Etendard bombers with
nuclear warheads.

Despite the end of thie Cold
War, France insists on main-
taining an independent 1uclear
delence.

When Chirac announced the

closing of the Albion Plateau in ,

January, he completed a final
series of underground nuclear
test blasts aifned at ensuring

the effectiveness of a new“war-
head. "

"It's not 25 years for nothing.

-On the contrary, it is 25 years of

peace.” said Air Force Chief of

Stall Gen. Jean Rannou.

- Reuters

International

Iraq begins to meet US demands

to

WASHINGTON, Sept 17
President Clinton offers assur-
ances he is not trying to force a
showdown, Iraq is beginning to
meet American demands to end
the Persian Gulf crisis, reports
AP

The key test, say US offi-
cials, is whether Saddam Hus-
sein threatens his neighbours
or allied forces.

Denying the United States is
cooling down because some of
the allies oppose further mili-
tary action. these officials say
allied support is stronger today
than it was when US Toma-
hawk cruise missiles were
launched against Iraqi military
targets two weeks ago.

On a trip Delence Secretary
William J Perry and Assistant
Secretary of State Robert H Pel-
Jetreau made to the Persian Guif
“we found support for more ac-
tion."” said a senior US policy-
maker Monday., who asked not
be identified. "Everybody says
they would support us in de-
fending our forces

Kuwailt agreed Monday to
permit several thousand US
troops 1o deploy near the lragi
border. while Bahrain toild
Perry over the weekend it was
willing to serve as a base for
American forces and weaponry

But Saudi Arabia has not

rinitted the United States to
t:mrh air strikes against lraq
from Saudi territory, and last
Saturday foreign ministers ol
the Arab League endorsed Iraq's
"territorial integrity” and
strongly condemned Tforeign
interference” in Iraq — an ap-
parent criticism of the Ameri
can attacks

On Monday., meanwhile,
curving back from two weeks of
bellicose US statements, Clin-
ton said "we have sought no
confrontation with Saddam
Hussein. We never did and we
don’'t now."

In fact, Clinton said the US
military buildup in the Gulf did
not mean the United States was
seeking a clash with Iraq.

2

gng P

concern.,” he said* “is
that we limit Saddam Hussein 's
ability to threaten his neigh-
bours. that we do it with the no-
fly zone and, in so doing. we
keep our pilots safe.”

US officials, acknowl ng
the tlemperature was being -
ered, insisted the reason was
not the mixed views of the al-
lies, though they were taken
into account. .

Rather, the officials said,
Saddam's actions on the ground
were the key. In this respect.
they said Irag had stopped
threatening American and al-
lied warplanes flying over
northern and southern Iraq,

and Gen John Shalikashvili,

chairman of the US Joint .

Chiefs of Staff. had concluded
Iraq was not improving its
anti-missile defences.

These were two of the de-
mands the State Department
made of Baghdad last week.

"There are some signs he is

things.” the senior US of-
ficial said Monday, "but we are
not fully satisfied. We need to
make sure he doesn't pose a
threat to our troops. We are go-
ing to stay in a very alert pos-
ture.”

Saddam's response to two
other demands is less clear
These were that he not threaten

L
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ersian Gulf crisis

his neighbours. especially
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. and
that he comply with UN resolu-
tions.

“That is the central gues-
tion.” State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns
said of Saddam's behaviour to-
ward the two oil-rich neigh-
bours, which the United States
fought to defend against Iraq in
the 1991 Guilf war

“We have to be realistic about
Saddam Hussein. He has in
vaded his neighbours before
and he has threatened them
since. and we have got to as-
sume that he is capabie of doing
both again
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Diplomatic
thief

SANTIAGO: The clothes were those of a diplomat. But the be-
haviour of a man found at the foreign ministry was that of a
thief. reports AP.

The man. dressed in an elegant dark suit and carrying a
leather briefcase. found his way Monday to the office of Celso
Moreno. an official in the ministry's protocol department. the
Orbe news agency reported.

Asked what he needed. the man displayed an apologetic
smile. and handed Moreno several credit cards a checlz book
and a costly pair of sunglasses he had stolen.

Moreno quickly called the security guards. who took the

dapper thiefl away Somehow, he managed to flee before the
guards called police. Orbe said

The ministry did not immediately comment on the incident.

Tuk-tuk trip

BRUSSELS: A 32-year-oid Belgian has begun a 10.000 km

(6.000-milej trip from Bangkok to Brussels hy “tuk-tuk”, a
three-wheeled Thai taxi. reports Reuter.

Axel Ewbank left Bangkok on Sunday, accompanied by his
dog. and is due back in Brussels early next summer. l*ung;:.mn
Patrick Ewbank said on Monday ;

The trip by tuk-tuk’. which gets its name from the sound
generated by its small two-stroke engine. will carry the Belgian
througl Malaysia. Bangladesh. India. the Middle East and Eu-
rope

To be removed or not to

s ""ﬁ;

Chairman ot the Jont Claets ot Statl General John Shalikashvili (L) announces new mea

sures Lo protect military forces from terrorist overseas as Deputy Defence Secretary John
White (R) looks on Monday at the Pentagon in Washington DC. Shalikashvili said the US
a strike against Iraq unless the actions of Saddam Hussein warrant the

— AFP/UNB photo

has no plans for
US to do so.

2 dozen Khmer |

members defect
to govt side

PHNOM PENH, Sept 17: Al-
most two dozen members of the
hardline faction of the Khmer
Rouge guerilla group hawve de-
fected to the government in cen-
tral Cambodia since last week,
4 military official said Mon-
day. reports AP.

Uk Kasa. advisor to Gen.
Samrith Dy, commander of the
government's military on 3
in the cenjral province of
pong Speu, said four of the
guerillas defected on Thursday
and 18 more on Saturday,
bringing with them 18 guns and
three walkie-talkies.

A split in the Communist
guerilla group last menth saw
several guerilla divisions based
along Cambodia's western bor-
der agree to give up their strug-
gle against the government.

Race forjob
costs 4 Indian
youths

BHUBANESWAR, India. Sept
1 7: Four Indian youths t:ﬂm".;cb
ing for jobs as police constables
clied in eastern India after run-
ning in an eight km (five mile)
cross-country race in the mid-
day heat, officials said on
Monday. State Home (Interior)
SECIET,EI'{‘ Sanjeev Hota told
the four candidates died
after completing the
test on Saturday at Bhadrak,
some 150 kms from
Bhubaneswar, capital of the
eastern state of Orissa.

éah}rsit:al

Unofficial sources saii a to- -

tal of six youths had died Of the
10,000 unemployed youths who
were candidates for the consta-
ble positions, some 450 were
selected to take part in the -
elling cross-country race which
began at noon.

Many candidates fainted af-
ter they finished'the course,
which took them through rice
paddy fields. One collapsed on
the course and the others died
later, officials said.

UN'’s Euro HQs
to shed 200 jobs

GENEVA, Sept 17: The
United Nations European
headquarters is to shed 200 jobs
as part of overall UN cost-cut-
ting measures, officials an-
nounced Monday, reports AP.

Director General Vladimir
Petrovsky said the cutbacks
will save 29 million dirs and
would be achieved through job
freezes, early retirement and re-
assignments.

By the end of 1997 there
would be around 1,945 posts at
the Geneva office, down more
than 9 per cent from 2,147.

GROZNY. Sept 17: Russian
security chiefl Alexander Lebed
held talks Tuesday in Chechnya
to try to resolve problems that
prompted federal forces to halt
their withdrawal from the
Caucasus Mountains republic
last week, reports AP.

Lebed told journalists that
the goal of his trip was to
"smooth out the ro s” of
the peace process, Interfax
news agency reported.

The Security Council secre-
tary met first with Russia's
troop commander in Chechnya,
Lt. Gen. Vyacheslav
Tikhomirov, at the Khankala
base just south of Grozny. He
later headed for talks in Noviye
Atagi with Aslan Maskhadov,
the separatists milit com-
mander with whom he signed
peace accords last month.

Progress toward a perma-
nent settlement has virtually
halted - largely because of the
mixed reception on the Russian
side to Lebed's peace deal and its
perceived concessions to the
rebels.

The acerbic Lebed referred to
Tikhomirov on Thursday as "a
little hotheaded™ for suspending
the pullout from Chechnya over
a dispute about prisoner ex-
chan,ics.

Tikhomirov was reacting to

whal he called an unacceptable
demand by the rebels
— insisting on the release as
POWs of Chechens held for
crimes unconnected to the war.
Lebed also is intent on ‘Iﬂmd
ing the formation of a coalition
government in Chechnya. to
avoid the "Afghan variant” of
factional fighting, he said
Tuesday en route to Chechnya.
The main two factions in
Chechnya. separatists and pro-
Moscow officials, have accused
each other of planning armed

Clinton to sign
CTBT next week

WASHINGTON, Sept 17:
President Bill Clinton will sign
the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty next week at
the United Nations and meet
E{rivatciy with Japanese Prime

inister Ryutaro Hasimoto, the
White House announced
Monday, reports Reuter.

“The president will be the

first world leader to sign the

on

treaty” at a ceremony today.
White House Press retary
Mike McCorry said. Clinton

will then address the 51st an-
nual session of the UN General
Assembly.

attacks and have refused to co-

operate in putting together a
true coalition government.

The separatists have in-
cluded three former officials of

be removed

LONDON: Prince Charles and Princess Diana may have spiit
in an acrimomnious divorce but the ill-starred royal coupie's
marriage is still to be commemorated in the English village of
Lower Slaughter. reports AP

Villagers were spiit over whether to remove a plague on a lo-
cal kissing gate that commemorated the wedding 15 years ago.

But Parish councillors decided on Monday night to keep the
plague. "We felt it should stay exactly as it is — although we are a
bit concerned someone might now try te pinch it.” said Chair-
woraan Gillie oord.

“There are already signs today tfiat someone has put a screw-
driver behind it and tried to wrench it off." she said.

The plague. stating that Charles married Lady Diana
Spenecer in July 1981, was erected because the so-called kissing
gate - a U-shaped structure designed to let one person through
at a time — was installed to replace an awkward stile that year.

Lebed in Chechnya to tackle CBI arrests ex-telecom
problems in peace process

minister Sukh Ram

NEW DELHI. Sept 17: Federal
agents Monday arrested a for-
mer telecommunications min-
ister as he stepped off a plane
from London and drove him

have to arrest him." said HS
Sandhu, a CBI official who was
w-.aiun? at the airport for Ram's
arrival. :

the Russian-installed adminis-

tration in a proposed coalition
5uvcrnmcnt that they would
ominate.

But Doku Zavgayev, the
leader of the Russian-installed
administratien that was forced
to abanden Grozny last month,
has boycotted those efforts,
calling it a "government of col-
laborators.”

The rebels, meanwhile, have
said they are ready to resume
fighting with Russia if the peace
agreemeint breaks down.

Lebed met with Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin
on Monday to discuss plans to
form a coalition government.
They reportedly agreed to set up
a commission to address
specifics of the settlement. in-
cluding rebuilding Chechnya's
economy.

Chechnya remained
except for a gunfire exchange
between the rebels and Russians
near the commandant's office
in the city of Argun, east of
Grozny. the ITAR-Tass news

agency said. No injuri
reported. ljuries were

quiet

away to interrogate him about
millions of ru in cash they
found in his house, a news

agency reported. says AP.

Detectives of the Central
Bureau of Investigation [CBI)
whisked away Sukh Ram from
New Delhi's international air-
rt soon after an Air India
ight carrying him landed,
Press Trust of India said.

On Sunday, Ram cancelled
his return to New Delhi minutes
before he was to board an air-
craft. newspapers reported,
quoling Indian embassy offi-
cials in London.

"Ram, who was abroad for
treatment of cardiac problems,
said the airline had failed to
ensure a doctor was on board.
The airline said it was Ram's

mspunslhi]jt{l to get a doctor to
accompany him.

On Monday, scores of po-
licemen had been deployed
around the arrival lounge of the
airp?rt to prepare for Ram's ar-
rival.

"l have a non-bailable war-
rant with me. Therefore we

Earlier in the day, a judﬁ:
ordered his arrest and said
could not take bail in anticipa-
tion of the arrest. The judge did

not specify the charges on
which was (o be
The Central Bureau of

Investigation CBI raided Ram's
home last month and recovered
36 millien ru (more than
dirs 1 million) in cash. Police
question how Ram., a former
munici clerk who rose to be-
come lawmaker. could have
amassed the fortune.

Police have accused Ram of
violating government rules to
[avour an electronics company -
in southern India in its bid to
provide equipment for the
state-run phone service. The
government lost 18 million ru-
pees (dirs 500,000} because of
the contract, police gaid.

Ram's government Jost
power earlier this year in elec-
tions in which corruption was a
major issue. Ram has said that
the money did not belong to
him, but was part of the
Congress Party's tion funds.

Crisis.

ke

E
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armers demonstrate in Auch, southwestern
France, on Monday against slumpin. beef prices due to the "mad. cow" disease scare. EU
agriculture ministers met in Brussels to assess how to divide the massive cost of the beef

— AFP/UNB photo

KATHMANDU, Sept 17:
More than 4.000 Nepali ac-
tivists held a rowdy demon-
stration here Monday as part of

a series of prolesis against a
| river treaty signed between
Nepal and India, witnesses said,

reports AFP.

The demonstrators called
for the treaty. which centres on
a hydro-electric plant, to be
cancelled and accused India of
harbouring "expansionist”
aims in the region. They also
slammed Kathmandu-s coali.
tion government for signing the
pact.

The treaty, signed by the
Prime Ministers of Nepal and
India in February but which
has not been approved by par-
liament yet. requires a two-
thirds majority in both houses
of Nepal's legislature to be rati-
fled. ;
Monday's protests were or-

ganised b the National
Democratic Front-Nepal (NDF-
N). the pro-Moaist Nepal

Peasants' and Workers' Party

(NPWP). and the Nepal

'Nepalese protest river
treaty with India

Revolutionary Teachers' union.

NDF-N activists Ghana
Shyam Paudyel criticised the
government for trying to please
India by seeking to ratify the
Mahakali treaty againsl
Nepal's interests.

Meanwhile, the meri.
on Monday lost its second bid >
have the Indo-Nepal Mahakai
River Integrated ‘Development
Project (MRIDP) ratified by

pariiament.

3 lakh youngsters
sleep on streets
of Britain

LONDON, Sept 17: Up to
300,000 youngsters are sleeping
rough on the streets of Britain,

according to a charities report
ublished on Monday. reports
Ecuter.

More than one in 30 young
people in the 16-25 age group
may be affected, said the na-
tional inquiry into preventing
youth homelessness.

China blasts

Dalai Lama’s visit

to Australia

BELJING, Sept 17: China ex-
pressed its anger today over the
visit to Australia by ﬂhet.'s ex-
iled spiritual leader, the Dalai

. Lama, reports Reuter. )

"With regard to the Aus-

tralian side ... allowing the
Balai Lama to visi§ and arrang-
Ing meetings with senior gov-
ermment officials, we express
deep regret and sirong dissatis-
faction.” a Chinese F nn:i%n

L

Ministry spokesman said

telephone. "Response dependi
nn?xe ment of the siturﬁ
tion,"” the s added.

China routinely opposes all

overseas toury b tle Drlil
Lama who has been in exile
since an abortive uprising

t Chinese
m e rgh!11 bet in

"

UNGA session opens amid uncertainties over fund, leadership

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 17:
The UN General Assembly
opens its 51st annual session

uesday, facing uncertainties
over its finances and the lead-
ership of the organisation be-

cause of US opposition to
" Secretary-General

Boutros

Boutros-Ghali, reports AP.

~ Privately, many diplomats

and UN believe the future of the
organisation depends on the
outcome of the US residenl;_lal

., election November 5.

. They hope that if President
'Clinton wins re-election, he
will have a freer hand in paying
the US bills, which account for
about half of the 2.9 billion doil-
lar vowed the organisation.
Diplomats from major coun-
iries such as France, Britain,
Russia and China have also re-

sisted US efforts to discuss u
successor to Boutros-Ghali, ap-
parently waiting to see if
Clinton may soften his opposi-
tion after the election.

‘* Republican presidential
candidate Bob Dole has been
outspoken in his oppeosition to
Boutros-Ghali. The ublican-
controlled US Congress has
withheld payments to demand
reform. :

During the session, world
leaders are cted to sign the
ban on global nuclear test ex-
plosions, a major step toward
curbing the world's nuclear
threat.

But national politics have
bogged down many other issues
facing the 185-member General

- Assembly. They include re-

structuring the 15-member

Security Council and a long-
term solution to the financial
crisis.

A workin [l{lrnug completed
its study of the UN financial
future last week but concluded
little can be done unless mem-
bers — especially the United
States — pay their bills.

"l can see big trouble coming
over the United Nations," outgo-
ing General Assembly President
Diogo Freitas do Amaral said
Monday. "To be very frank and
candid .... we need to see ... the
United States begin paying
their arrears.” :

Under US pressure, Boutros-
Ghali has reduced the UN head-
quarters staff from 12,000 to
about 9,000 during the past five
years and pushed through a no-

owth budget for the current

years.,

An efficiency board has
identified about 400 projects for
sireamlining, cut st travel
expenses by 25 cent and re-
duced the volume of officials
documents and publications by
13 cent.

e UN is discovering what
we in the United States and
other countries around the
world have consistently found:
competent management and
st are liberated reform to
do their work more creatively,
efficiently and effectively,” US
Ambassador Madeleine
Albright said Monday.

In his annual report,
Boutros-Ghali said the "struc-
tures of the United Nations are
being streamlined .. costs re-

duced, accountability strength-
ened and performance im-
proved."

But US officials insist that
Boutros-Ghali, whose term ex-

res December 31, has not beeg,

ullish eno in promoting re-
form. The Unit States has
threatened to veto a second
term in the Security Council.

Last month, Albright said
she had asked the other perma-
nent council members
Britain, France, Russia and
China — to begin consultations
on & new secretary-general.

But the others showed no in-
terest. Al ht said she sus-
pected they were waiting to see
whether Clinton would change
his mind if he wins in
November.

But some UN officials con-

——

Washington's opposition will

outcome of the
tions.

stalled efforts to expand mem
bership of the Security Council.
the Ugl

Italy has blocked a US proposal

to add Germany and Japan as
permanent members.

rotating,
members to represent different
regions of the world. But differ
ences over which countries
should be designated to repre
sent the regions. ]

cede that Boutros-Ghali has be-
come a sca t for UN short-
comings worldwide and that

rm regardless of the
ovember elec-

remain

National politics have also

's board of directors.

Other proposals for adding

semi-permanent

Suspected spot on
Mother Teresa’'s

brain detected

CALCUTTA. Sept 17: A sus-
pected spot has been detected on
Mother Teresa's brain after the
B6-year-old Roman Catholic
missionary fell while getting
out of bad and hit her head. a
doctor said today

"We have detecied a suspected
spot in the initial scan report
and we are awailing a detailed
report,” Dr A K Bardhan of
Woodlands Nursing Home in the
eastern Indian city of Calcutta
told Reuters. He said the revered
run was in stable condition

The nursing stafl said that
Mother Teresa slept well and

spoke (o her doctors Tuesday
morning



