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Bangladesh

Congratulation Cricketers

M. Bazlul Wahab
W e @2 winona. msus. o
USA:

| hope that our team will win
the 1CC trophy and play in the
next world cup cricket. Go on
Bangladesh crickel team.
thanks for taking the sweetl re-
venge against varatia UAE.

REZAUL HAQUE(RIZ\V])
slj3k@oc. usw.edu
Utah. USA:

Congratulations. Bangladesh.

Musleh Farid
musleh@worldnet. att.net
UUSA:

» I lived in UAE lor seven
years but 1 very much want
Bangladesh to win. UAE uses
Indian and Pakistani players
who are most probably not UAE
citizens [citizenship is almost
impossible to get therej. I think
Bangladesh deserved to be in
the Cricket World Cup. It has o
beat about 90 countries in rank-
ing to get to the football World
Cup so its a long way off.

Pakistan to take back
refugees

" Nibir Kanti Datta
datta®@litton.gcs.com

. Why did the Biharis refuse
Bangladeshi citizensltip? That
seenis to be the central issue. Is
it because of their ties {friends
and relatives)] with the
Mohajirs of urban Sindh? Do
they have stronger ties with
India or with Pakisltan? Did
they opt for Pakistani citizen-
ship because of
. emotional ties with
Pakistan. or because they had
noi been offered the option to
reiurn to India? If given a
cheoice between Pakistan and
India as their home country,
which country would they pre-
fer?

Personally speaking. | feel

that if there are Biharis who
would rather come back to
India than go to Pakistan or
stay back in Bangladesh. they
should be given a chance to be-
come Indians once again.
W.SATTAR

sattar@ios. ho.ati.com

Do we need to point out any
more that this whole discussion
is about **Pakistanis-who-are-
ethnically-Biharis**.

Gul Agha ;
aghalZ@ganges.cs. uiuc.edu

USA:

. Hmm.. did they ever live in
areas that now Pakistan? What
makes them Pakistani. a'rl*_lr-
more than any Bengali in

Nibir Kanti Datta
datta®@litton.gcs.com
USA:

The Pakistani government
gan give various incentives o

Biharis who settle in Quetta (or

any other region of the govern-
ment's choice). But these incen-
lives would have to be strong
enough to induce the Biharis to
ignore ethnic and familial ties
in choosing g home away from
Karachi or Hyderabad. Failihg
that, the government will have
to introduce ’"internal pass-
portis” to control intra-country
migration which will in-
evitably erode the fundamental
rights of the citizens.

A S M Ashraf Ahmed
shrvh6@cc.usuwedu s
USA:

The way you develop your
arguments shows that you can
proceed with rational thinking.
| appreciate . But, | think you
need to study the history of the
subcontinent more. no doubt
vou have studied it. but I'm
alraid the sources you have so
far counted on might not be sud-
licient to give a clearer insight
into the whole matter,

Nadleem Jamali

Jamali@ganges.cs.uinc.edu

USA:

Let's hear what your sources
have lo say. | dont think any
sources disagree on the facts® As
far as forming opinions are
concerned. | believe most ol us
are old enough to form our own,
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Bangladesh

Hasina's trip

Imran Ispahani
imran#@globalnet.co. uk
UK: ”

I believe our PM will be visit-
ting UK and USA soon. Does

anyone have any dates for her

LIK visit?
Sri Chinmoy's
© poem

hassan mﬂnu alam
hassan@shell. portal. com

USA:

The national park service
put a plgque with Sri
Chinmoy's poem "Peace
Blossom” at the Statue of
Liberty. 5ri Chinmoy. a nalive
ol Hangladesh.leads a spiritual
group. His peace blossom
plagues have been placed in
1000 sites around the world in-
cluding Victoria Falls. Sydney
Opera Housé. Mount McKinley.
and the Grand Coulee Dam.
(taken from New York Times)

Naeem Mohaiemen
naeem®@ix. netcom.com
USA:

Sri Chinmoy's galherings.
sessions. éte are frequently
heavily advertised via posters
in NY-- he is a preuiy visible
presence. Always looked al
them as | walked past and went
‘hmm”. Yesterday's NY TIMES
article was first time [ learnt
that “e is from Bangladesh.

Neuttality of
newspaper

suraiya@®bangla.net
Bangladesh:

It is surprising to see the role
of news paper including various
repuled jnews paper.l wail to
know which paper we can read
to gelt the right picture of the
country.

Detlwar L
dehvaritns | bangla. net
Bangladesh:

News papers have never been
better. At least there is one
thing good that no one can ban
a news paper. My humble sug-
gestion to you - read all of them
mul apply your own judgment
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LEOS IN THE ASCENDANCY FOR
INFORMATION SPACE RACE

Poter Hoves
Peter«kKlo 1K
York. England

Che Western wedia appeared
puzzied by Russia s Sputnik-1.
which launched 1he world into
the space age 39 years ago. One
tinimpressed commentator de-
~sc¢ribed it as "'no more than a
lump of spinning metal with a
raclio transimiter on top.”

The British news agency. the
Press Association.' showed a bit
more foresight, saying:
‘Salellites are devices that may
have a role in weather forecast-
ing and communication cir-
cles,”

_“Foday. thanks to huge scien-
tific and technologieal ad-
vances. those bleeping. orbiting
cuntrﬂptiﬂilﬂ are at the centre of
the information technology

revolution, which is about to .

lake another leap forward.
Billionaire Bill Gates. the
Linited Stlates computer genius
who runs the Microsolt empire.
is planning to launch a massive
network of 840 satellites — by
lar the biggest project of its
kind — 1o give the company
compléie control over data dis-
tribution to its customers.

" His independent "Teledesic”
system. still at the design stage,
will bypass shared facilities
suich as the Internet global
computer link-up. As well as
improving services‘and lessen-
ing delays. it will give Microsoft
tlve bption of branching out
Irom information and commu-
nications into television.
movie-on-dlemaivl and video-
conlerencing. |

The hardware that can make
this possible is called the "Low
Earth Orhit Satellite’. or Leos
lor short.

While most telecommunica
Liois satellite - are located in
the "Clarke S<1t". 35.0N0 kilo-

metres above Earth, Leos flv at
an altitude of between 500 and
1.500) kilometres, This enables
them to interact with far
weaker power sources. such as
operating  personal
equipment like home comput-
ers and mobile telephones.

Not go be left behind by
Microsalt, US communications
giant Motorola has started
planning i#ts own “lridium”
project. involving 66 Leos. The
company is hoping the system

will he able 1o deliver the lirsi
worldwide mobile ‘phone ser-
vice by around the year 2000.
The system would allow
users to make calls [rom almosit
anywhere on Earth, -and could
be used as an emergency lifesav-
ing device. People in danger at
sca or in remote areas, for in-
stance. would be able tn tele-
phone for help via a satelliie.
Motorola says the new net-
work will be affordable, and the
technology will allow for tele-
vision and tele-conferencing

funciions. . >
Industry sources see Leos’

special role as "providing extra
knots in the worldwide satellite
chain.” In other words, improv-
ing. rather than replacing. to-
day's space technologies.

__ Thelr main role will remain
identical to other satellites:
that of a relay station or mir-
ror. allowing signals to be
bounced around the world.

~ Each satellite will cost.about
$3.5 million to build. Insurance
and launch costs are exira,

Leos mav ~son be helping
drivers in other ways. Several
big companies. including Sony.
Samsang and Daimler-Benz.
are developing in-car traflic in-
formation services.

Motorists with the right
equipment will be able to call
up details of congested roads
and advice on directions. The
market for such services could
- massive as traffic growth
comtimes and clogs he roads ol
e niext century

However mianv of these
schemes will have difticulty
getting off the ground. Build-
and-launch capacity is well

short of demand. :
Recent spectacular failures

nf Chinese Long March and
European Ariane rockets have
delayed launch programmies.
Ariane has a backleg that could
take three years to. elear. and
Microsoft's Teledesic project
would take decades to get fully
into place at today's rate.

However, barring further ac-
cidents. the French Guiana-
based Ariane enterprise is aim-
ing to reach a capability of one
launch per fortnight by next
year, and firms planning major
Leo-based projects are hoping to
have them wholly or partly up
and rminning by early next cen
tnry.
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The Daily Star invites its readers to participate in the following Internet discussion groups by sending or
Jaxing Internet posts to: M. Shamimuzzaman, Page-in-Charge, "Live from the Internet”, The Daily Star,
House # 11, Road # 3, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205. We will mail your letters to the Internet and

‘week. Letters should be titled and be no more than 100 words. -

Satellite

‘Making a
volcano

Lloyd R. Gould
lgould@ecel.inba.edu.au
Australia:

As a child. about 40 years
420. 1 used 1o make a volcano
with potassium permanganate.
glycerine and one or two other
ingredients. Adding the
glycerine would set off the
potassium permanganate and
sparks and smoke would shoot
up and a mound of green ash
would form in the shape of a
volcano cone.” But now that |
want to show off for my
children | have forpgotton the
other ingredients. Can anvone
please assist with the formula?
I do not want to experiment and
end up with nitroglvcerine.

»
Alan Schwartz
tnclealOd@iv. netcom.com
USA:

The glycerine and perman-
ganate [small cahrge) setl off
ammonium dichromate [the
bulk). which is both exothermic
and messy. If you will abandon
Visuvius for Mauna Loa. run-
ning vinegar into the base of a
cone ol sodium bicarbonate
plus a litte mixed dict for aes-

thetics will be suitablv messay

but safe.

Solution request
to a silver foil
and beer "trick"

Willinm R. Coker i
coker@physics. utexas.eclu
USA:

There is a very poisonous
chemical that can be rubbed
oiHo foil. When. the loil is
wetied slightly. 1t ‘becomes Loe
hot to touch within about 30
seconds. The only magic dealer
| have ever seen advertise this
substance is Viking-Haenchen.

Wizard Man
wwizardman®aol.com

UUSA: A ;

The chemical is/was also
available from "snake matches
sold by magic shops. My sup-
plyer discontinued selling
snake matches so | do not know
il they are still being sold.
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Is glass a solid? Computer Security

Kellyy Miller
mille'rftaries. scs, wnie.ech
USA:

[ think thal glass is not a
solicd, i think this because of
what i have read in a book

called "the 7 states of matter” by

scientists ol the westinghouse
research labrotories. Its an old
book and u may not find it.
glass may be called a super-
cooled liquid. but because ol the
way its lormed the book calls it
a state of it's own. the glassy
state. this idea came from a pa-
per by someone named
Zaghariasen.

Jim Fannin
Jmf@foxberry. et
USA:

Glass is a liquid. Solids have
true melting points that create
the flat spots en the heating
curve,

When the solid appearing
glass bhegins to “loosen” the
temperatue ol the glass contin-
ties 1o rise just like the water
phase change experiment you

probably did in high school. If-

the "solid" glass were a true
solid the temip of the glass
would stablize until the glass
change was complete. It doesi.'t.
so the solid glass must be lig-
Lricl.

Kelly Miller. USA: Just be-
cause a phase transition isn't a
first order phase transition.
doesn’t mean il doesn't exist.
The glass phase transition is
second order. as are many other
perfectly lovely phase transi-
tions.

Stephen Lajoig

lajoie@eskimo.com

USA: :
And il you hold the glass at

it's melting temperature, it

_WILL crystalize, and become a

true solid.

Kelly Miller. UUSA: Net in the
case ol some glassy polvmers,
which will never crystallize it
which will pevertheless still he
lovely solids. e

Seminar

Marlk Mottershead
mark@®@miseurope.co.uk
UK: :

Hello,

If you are concerned about
your PC security then come
along to the MIS Europe
Security Seminar on the 30th
September. it is being held at
the Institute of Directors in
London. Dr Alan Soloinon is
the guest speaker. and you will
be hble to see an array of sohu-
tions- to computer security
problems.

For more information
please call 0800-243649 and
ask for Jane, Susi or Messeret.

Fun

Moon again!

Jeremy Michael Crosbie
Country unknown:

We went to the moon ONCE!
What would be the point of go-
ing again?

Articulate Mandible
dibbelmann@highsoft.com
USA:

[t's blindingly obvious -- to
recover those HP calculators we
jettisonned there in '76.

Ray Depere
red@fe. hp.com
USA:
Anck you can bet that every

single one of them still works.

100,

Pete Olson
norton@higdipper.umd. edu
USA:

Omly if thev lelt them on the
dark side ol the oo diree
sunlight ' cmg nasty for elec
LEonic g121ns,

Bernie
bimeyperrbrtec e os. momrsioedcan

Of course. the so called "dark
sicle of the moon™ isn’'t really all
that elark. ... in fact. it gels about

Ak e h sunlitid as the ofHer
Pt
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Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author’'s own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

shis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions
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