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The

ormance of the pri
vate banks was reviewed at a

meeting held yesterday with
Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria in the chair. Secretary.
Banking Division and Chair-

man of different private banks
were present at the meeting. re-

rrunent has ;ﬂ:ﬂ‘ldﬂi
to appoint ASM Khairul Anam

a secretary in the Foreign Min-
istry, the Bangladesh Ambas-
sador 1o Belgium

Anam earlier served as Am-

bassador to United Arab Emi-
rates, the former German De
mocratic Republic (East Ger
many)] and Poland. A career
dipinmat Anam was promoted
to the rank of full secretary/A-
grade Ambassador in November
1995, reports UNB.

Young man shot
dead in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Sept 17: So

me unidentified gunmen shoi
dead a young man at South
Paindong village under Fatik-
chhan thana here this after-
noon. The victim was identified
as Nazrul Islam. 26. a supporter
of Islami Chhatra Shibir. He
was returning home from
Bibirhat when the gunmen
attacked him at about 1 pm.
police said. None has been
arrested in this connection.
3 bodies recovered
n Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Sept 17: The bodies
of three unidentified persons
were recovered from the rail
track on the Sylhet-Akhaura
section day. The GRP re-
covered the bod}r of a 45-year-
old man from near the Bhanu-
gachh station. the body of 16-
year-old boy from near Sri-
mangal station and the body of
a woman from near a railway
idge. The 's throat was tied
ile the two other

victims were run over by trains.
police said.

Businessman
robbed

A businessman was robbed
off about Tk 58.000 at Tajmahal
Road in city's Mohammadpur
area yesterday. Hospital sour-
ces said the miscreants attacked

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital, reports UNB
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina., who was mainly on an
economic mission to China,
said her talks with the Chinese

leadershi U[.;qwtn: a great success,

Explaining salient features
of her five-day state visit to
China, the Prime Minister said
the visit was aimed at forging
closer economic cooperation
with China to achieve economic
self-reliance for the people of

Ban%:deah.
She was talking to newsmen
at the International Conference

Centre (ICC) yesterday after-
noon. She returned home from
China late Monday night.
The Prime Minister noted
with satisfaction that she had
tly succeeded in harnessing
e possibility of Chinese in-
vcatment in Bangladesh for
economic wellbeing of the coun-

“T

ASHWIN 3

made positive response’

She referred to her meetings
with investors in China and
Hong Kong and said she re-
ceived positive response from
the international entrepreneurs
for investment in Ea:ﬁaﬂesh.

"We thoroughly discussed
with China different aspects of
trade and commerce as well as
efforts to improve the economic
relations between the two
countries,” she said.

Four agreements were signed
with China during her visit.
The agreements envisage 30
million Yuan Chinese grants
and 100 million Yuan soft loan
for Bangladesh. promotion and
protection of each other's in-
vestmenis and avoidance of
double taxation.

She hoped that these agree-
ments would yield positive re-
sults for the tﬂuntry

Referring to the current im-
balance in bilateral trade, the

Visit successful, says PM

‘Investors in China, HK |}

Prime Minister said she had
insisted on increasing Chinese
import from Bangladesh.

Aaked if any agreement was
signed with China for coopera-
tion in the defence sector, she
said, ‘No.' She, however, stated
that she had discussed defence
matters with the Chinese lead-
ers.

The Defence Secretary who
was present at the J:iress confer-
ence said that the defence coop-
eration had been existing be-
tween Dhaka and Beijing for a
long time. Both sides discussed
about strengthening of this co-

ration. :

Turning to regional prob-
lems, Hasina said she had dis-
cussed with the Chinese leader-
ships ways and means of re-
sulving those problems through
discussions.

Poverty is the common prob-

See :age 12 Col 4

ladesh Nationalist

Partjr [HNP} as decided to boy-
coit the by-election in Habi-
-2 constituency, scheduled

or October 15. However. the
y will not make any at-

tempt to resist the by-polls.
BNF has also decided to
"fight the rmment's recently

brought allegations of corrup-
tion against its leaders both
legally and politically.”
The decl?ighnﬁ were tag:n gt
a meeting of the s Stand-
ing Committee m night
with y chief and Leader of
the ition in Parliament
m Khaleda in the chair at
her Minto Road official resi-
dence. The meeting followed ex-
piry of a seven-day ultimatum

ﬁmmﬁﬁm-

Tht' BNP also reiterated its

By Staff Correspondent

demand for re-election in
Laxmipur-2 and Chittagong- 1
constituencies on the ground
that the by-elections there were
allegedly riggcd by the ruling
Awami Le

The Habi gElI'lj -2 seat of the
Jatiya Sangsad fell vacant fol-
lowing the death of the AL MP.

With none of its demand
met, the BNP's Standing Com-
mittee, the highesl policy
making of the party, ves-
terday observed that the forth-

coming by-polls in the Habi-
Ein -2 constituency would not
' Iree and fair.
"How can we ipate in
the by-election the Elec-
tion Commission ls incapable

of ensuring people’s franchise?

1Whnl; |ﬂth¢ use of faking part in

a]i when we are sure that
ila result is already prepared?”
Khandaker Delwar ﬁusuﬂin, a

BNP to boycott Habiganj-2
bypolls, stage agitations

standing body member and
Chief Whip of the Opposition in
Parliament asked when re-
quested last night to explain
reasouns for the boycott.

The meeling also chalked
out a 'package ol agitation pro-
grammes to protest against the
alleged repression on BNP lead-
ers and activists he ruling
party and police.” rding to
the prcﬁramme. party units will
stage demonsirations against
the government at divisional
and district headquarters till
September 30.

The meeting also discussed
the issue of charges of corrup-
tion brought against some BNP
leaders by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau. Another standing
committee member who al

- tended the meeting told- this |

correspondent over telephone
See Page 12 Col 2
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HHP Chmrperunn Begum Khaleda Zia presiding over a Illt't'llllﬂ of thu p.irtvn standing

committee at her Minto Road residence in the city yesterday - Star photo |
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina greeting the national cricket team for winning the ACC
trophy when the team called on her at her office yesterday.

In an exuberance of joy
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yvestierday congratulated the na-
tional cricket team which
clinched the ACC trophy in a
resounding victory in Kuala
Lumpur last Sunday. reports
UNB.

“l am overjoyed with the suc-
cess ... | can't express my happi-
ness in words,” the Prime Min-
ister told the triumphant play-
ers who beat world-cup UAE,
al a reception accor to them
at her office yesterday w:nin%.

Giving a cheque for Tk
100.000 and a bouquet to each
player and the manager of the
team. Sheikh Hasima said her
government would do every-
thing possible for the develop-
ment of rts in the country.

Hasina called upon the play-
ers and BCCB officials to take
allout measures to keep up the
trend throngh achieving greater
success in the next Interna-
tional Cricket Conferengce (ICC)

trophy, also in Malaysta~— "«

See Page 12 Col 3
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Samad, Jyoti discuss
water sharing issue

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and West Bengal
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu yes-
terday expressed optimism
about the early resolution of is-
sue of sharing the Ganges water,
reports BSS.

The optimism was expressed
in Calcutta when the visiting
foreign minister called on the
West Bengal Chief Minister, ac-
cording to a message received in
the city last night.

The meeting was held in a
cordial atmosphere and the two
leaders discussed matters of
mutual interest — the Ganges
water sharing issue in particu-
lar.

Abdus Samad Azad conveved
to Jyoti Basu the greeting 8
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
which was warmly reciprocated
by Basu.

The foreign minister ex-
tended an invitation to the
Chief Minister of West Bengal to

it Bangladesh. Jdyoti Basu
warmly accepted the invitation

and the visit is ted to take
place at an early date.

Talking to the journalists
following the meeting, Fnreéjgn
Minister Azad said that his
cussions with Jyoti Basu were

very fruitful.

Chief Minister of West Ben-
gal hosted a lunch in honour of
the Foreign Minister at the lo-
cal Taj Bengal Hotel.

The B adesh side at the
meeting included Foreign Sec-
retary Farooq Sobhan., High
Commissioner ol Bangladesh to
India CM Shafi Sami, Addi-
tional Foreign Secretary. Ah-
med Tarig Karim, and Deputy
High Commissioner of Bang-
ladesh to India. Calculta.
Jahangir Saadat.

The Indian side included
Buddhadev Bhattacharjee. Min-
ister for Home [puliggl. Infor-
mation and Culture, Ashim
Dasgupta. Finance Minister of
West Bengal Salman Haider,
Indian Foreign Secretary. An

See Page 12 Col 7

Pedestrian killed as muggers,

police trade fire in city

An unidentified pedestrian
was shot dead and another per-:
son was injured in a gunl[iwh'l
between I.i-olhrr and a gang ol
fleeing alleged muggers at the
Outer {irt_"ular Road under
Motijheel thana in the city yes
terday afternoon. police and
wilnesses said

The alleged muggers. num-

| bering about eight. were fleeing

after snatching Tk 6.000 from
the Amrita Restaurant when lo
cal people and patrol police
chased them

The pedestrian. aged aboul
35 died on the spot while the
other person. Shakhwat Hos

By Staff Correspondent

sain Shamim, reportedly an
employee of the Titas Gas. was
bullet-hit when he was passing
through the area in a rickshaw,
police and witnesses said.

Police said two of the alleged
muggers identified as Khaled
Mahmud and Arifur Rahman
Lincon were also bullet-hit in
their legs during the exchange
of fire.

Shamim and the two alleged
muggers were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH]). police and hospital
sources said. The alleged mug-
gers were under police protec:
Tion at the DMCH.

Besides liring shots. the al-
leged muggers also hlasted cock-
tails creating panic in the area.
police and witnesses said.

According to the sources.
Khaled and Lincon had their
lunch in the restaurant at about
3 pm. They tried to leave with-
out paying the bill but the
restaurant manager Salauddin
and other staff resisted themn.
An altercation ensued but the
two managed to leave Lhe
reslaurant after assaulting the
cook. witnesses claimed.

Later. at about 5 pm. Khaled
and Lincon came back with

See Page 12 Col 3
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Corrupt persons
"~ have to stand
trial : Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the cor-

rupt would have to stand trial.
they will have to face the con-
sequences as per the existing
law of the land. reports UNB.

"Everybody is equal in the
eyes of law and the law will take
ita own course,” she said re-

sponding to a question about
the cases filed against three
former ministers and relatives
of the former prime minister.

The prime minister was
talking to newsmen at the In-
ternational Conference Centre
in the afternoon on the outcome
of her five-day official visit to
China, which concluded on
Monday.

The government cannot in-
terfere in the lega] rocess, she
said replying to the guestion
about the corruption cases
against three ministers of the
previous BNP government and
some relatives of former prime
minister and BNP chief Begum
Khaleda Zia.

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion has filed the cases and

See Page 12 Col 1

- Habiganj-2 by-polls
All nominations
found valid

Nomination papers of all the
six candidates for the October
15 by-election in Habiganj-2
constituency were found valid
after scrutiny yesterday, re-
ports UNB.
- The scrutiny was held at the
office of the concerned Return-
il}g Officer, said a press release
of the Election Commission.

The candidates are: Krishak
Mohammad Sadek, Zakaria

Khan Chowdhury., Tofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury, Moham-
mad Abid Ali Chowdhury, Sira-

jul Hossain Khan and Suranjit

Se.l'!ﬁll.lptﬂ.
e last date for withdrawal
of candidature is September 23.

Bldg collapse

Owner asked to

clear debris

in 24 hours
Star Report

The RAJUK has served a no-
tice yesterday on the owner of
the seven-storied building at
Lake Circus in Kalabagan
which collapsed Monday. to
remove the structure within the
next 24 hours, according to offi-
cial sources.

Besides. the authorities were
also planning to take action
against the officials concerned
for negligence in discharging
their duties, the sources said.

The seven-storied under-
construction building at Lake
Circus in Kalabagan under
Dhanmondi thana collapsed in
the early hours of Monday leav-
inE five persons dead and an-

ther injured.

The owner of the collapsed
building, Shabbir Ahmed. a
contractor. could not be traced
till last night., police said. A
case has been filed in this con-
nection with Dhanmandi thana
and the incident was being in-
vestigated, they added.

Mayor ol the Dhaka City

See Page 12 Col 8

. ganisation of Halibarton

Dick Cheney, lormer US de-
fence secretary and chiel of the
oil giant Halibarton. is due to
arrive in Dhaka on Friday next
o discuss investment of 100
million US dollars for devel-

went of the Sangu-1 well 1n
Dﬁm Bay of Bengal official
sources said yeslerday

Cheney is likely 1o meet the
Pnme Minister on behalf of the
Brown and Roots. a sister or-
wii-
ch is now seeking permission to
co-finance the 200 million
dollar Sangu-1 well devel
opment scheme with a British
company, Cairn Plc which
siuck the gas reservoir in the
shallow waters of the Bay of
Bengal near Chittagong in Jan-
uary last.

The sources said that the
Cairn has plans to extract and
supply gas to the Bakhrabad
Gas Pipeline at Chittagong City
gate by the second quarter of
19986

By Sharier Khan

But before that it will sub
mit 118 appraisal and develop
menil plan in December jor the
Sangu- 1 well located al a point
35 kms off Chittagong The
Cairn plans to set up a process-
ing plant at the gas field (o filter
the %ﬁh and construct a 50 km
pipeline to connect the gas field
with the Bakhrabad sysiem

Cairn will also simuliane-
ously announce commercial ex
traction of gas from the Sar
1 well and award a one million
dollar bonus to the Petrobangla
as per agreement with the gov-
ernment

Following the discovery of
gas reserve of over | trillion
cubic feet in Sangu-1 well, the
Brown and Roots expressed its
keeriness (o invest in its devel
opment

The Cairn agreed to give 25
per cent of the construction
works in Sangu- | to Brown and
Roots

Sources said. the Brown and

But

for the ap
rival of

Top US oil co chief arrives
Friday to talk investment

Roots submitted an application
lor approval of the government
1o conduct the 25 per cent work
and a proposal for a Gas Pur-

chase Sales Agreement (GPSA) a
couple of weeks ago

Such an approval requires
minute review betfore clearance
by the ministries of Energy and

Law and the National Board of

Revenue (INBR). the sources said.
representatives of the
Brown and Roots are requesting
roval before Lhe ar-
Jick Cheney. the
sources added

The sources noted that the

visit of the former US defence

secretary clearly indicated the
"over-enthusiasm” of Brown
and Rools in getting an early
approval

But other official sources

pointed out that the GPSA could |

not be approved before clear-
ance of the aprraisa] plan for
the Sangu- | well

See Page 12 Col 3

PM to address UNGA as
special guest Oct 24

By M Anwarul Haq

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha
sina i1s due to address the United
Nations General Assembly
[LUNGA) as a special guest on

| October 24 on the occasion ol

51st founding anniversary of
the world body according to
sources in the Prime Minister's
office and the Foreign Ministry

The Prime Minister is due to
leave Dhaka on October 22 on a
7-day visit to the United States
and the United Nations. She
will return home on October 29

Sheikh Hasina will also

"hold bilateral meetings with

several world leaders who are
expected to be in New York for
the UN Day. At least a dozen
heads of state and foreign min-
isters of around 50 countries
are expected to be present dur-
ing the October 24 anniversary
occasion. the sources said.

Bangladesh mission in New
York. in conjunction with the
Foreign Ministry. is busy work-
| out the Prime Minister's
8C uled itinerary in the US
for her forthcoming trip.

The Prime Minister will also
be guest at several luncheons
and dinners for the interna
tonal dignitaries.

Sheikh Hasina will take the
opportunity to hold bilateral
meetings with leaders of the
SAARC countries and some
other neighbouring countries
who will be in New York then

"The visit to New York. al
though coming a year after the

50th anniversary cele
brations of the UN. will provide
thri.'.‘ Bangladesh Prime Minister

;3) nunil}r to meet several

said a high offi
cial.

"Her h is expected to
reach a world-wide audience of
1 85 countries whose lop leaders
or ambassadors or representa
tives would be present at the
United Nations at that time." he
added.

The Prime Minister is un-
likely Lo have a pre-scheduled
meeling with President Bill
Clinton or his rival, presiden-

Sev Page 12 Col |

The fire service station at
Lalbagh has been served with
an eviction order by the Sub-
J s courl. Dhaka according

oo SOUTrces.

Talki to The Daily Star,
Director elo nt of the
Fire Service Anwar Hossain
said. "the eviction order was is-
sued on August 18, 1996 by the
Sub-Judge's court on case filed
by the new owners." of the
rented price of land

Officials of the fire service
said that since 1947 the Lalbagh

fire service station was set up

on a rented piece of land as a
class-1 station and the only fire
service facility for the whole
area of Old Dhaka The facility
has three fire fighting wehicles
with a stall strength of 35.

The 22 katha plet of land
where the fire service station is

housed in was initially
taken on rent from a private
owner by the in the

-partition and made a

for Air Raid Precaution.
the officials saicd

Followi a ch in the
m‘mﬂd the land. the new
owners fi a title suit in 1993

courl, after expi

Eﬂrﬂlk"m nf tjmc
eviction. said the fire service of-

By Mizan Al

and established their entitle-
ment. Later. they filed an evic-
Lion case in which the count or-

dered the police to evict the fire

service from the land.
Prior to the issuance of the

court order for eviction, the fire

service was given three months

time (o acquire the same land,
which was later extended by

another four months. The
ry of the stipu
l..lllltlﬂn of lhc

nlﬂcrcd

la!:nd u:nc Enr

ficials.

The fire service failed to ac-
quire the land within the stipu-
lated c[)trin-d provided by thr

court to the lengthy
involved in such acqu lltinn.

they added.

Meanwhile, the pra of the
fire service for stay of the evic-
tion order filed at the district
juclse court was also rejected,
An-rlr Hossain adding

that a has also been
I’nr-lr tu the ty Com-
missioner, Dhaka for emer:

gency acquisition of the same

Eviction notice served on Lalbagh fire station

land.

Besides, an appeal filed by
the fire service prayer with the
High Court is awaiting hearing,
he added.

Follu-rlngl tion in 1947
the ownership of the land also

cha The fire service offi-
clals said that they had been
deali with the same owner
e = v
wWas
when the owners

avour
the

ted power of attorney in
of two persons in 1983,
officials said
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