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Sahara Cup yet
to take off

TORONTO, Sept 16: A wet
outfield, rendered unfit for play
by rain for the past three days,
delayed start of the first one-
day international between In-
dia and Pakistan Monday in
Toronto, rts AP.

The umpires inspected the
ground in morning and de-
cided against starting play until
the outfield improved. Further
inspections were to take place
every half-hour until they con-
sidered the ground fit to befn
what would be Canada's maiden
one-day international.

The India-Pakistan five-
match series will make Canada
the third off-shore venue to
have hosted one-day interna-
tionals, after the Emirate of
Sharjah and Singapore.

Grafs living on
their nerves

MANNHEIM, Germany. Sept
16: An a court will decide
next whether to free Steffi
Graf's father, Peter Graf, on bail
after more than 13 months in
prison on charges of tax eva-
sion, a court spokesman said
Monday, s AP.

Graf, 58, has been jailed
since 2, 1995. He is on trial
in Mannheim for allegedly not
paying some 19.9 million
marks (13.3 million dollars) in
taxes on 42 million marks (28
million dellars) of his daugh-
mmn between 1989 and

The chief judge at Graf's trial
announced Friday that he could
be freed on 3 million marks (2

million dollars)] bond. Grafls |

former tax adviser, Joachim
Eckardt, who is also jailed and
on trial. could go free after post-
ing 300,000 marks (200, dol-
lars) bond, the judge said.

Prosecutors filed an appeal
aﬁalnul the judge's ruling
the Baden-Wuerttemberg high
state court in Karlsruhe. Prose-
cutors have contended Graf and
Eckardt might try to flee or de
stroy evidence if they are let out
of prison.

Court officials said initially
a decision on the appeal could
come in a few days, possibly as
early as Monday.

The trial began Sept 5 and
resumes Tuesday.

Happy day
for hosts

CAIRO., Sept 16. Former
world junior champion Ahmed
Barada defeated eig
thony Hill on a good day for the
Egyptian hosts in the firsi
round of the Gezira Open
squash championship on Sun-
day, reports Reuter

Barada beat the Australian
15-6; 9-15, 15-8, 15-10 in 46
minuties to set up a second-
round clash with compatriot
Amir Wagih which will guaran-
tee Egypt at least one quanerfi-
nalist in the 70,000 dellars
lournament.

Wagih beat Ireland's Derek
Ryan 8-15 17-15, 159, 17-15m
his first-round encounter.

Fellow Egyptian Omar El
Boralossy alse reached the sec-
ond round. thamks to a 17-16,
10-15. 15-5, 15-5 victory over
Scotland's Martin Heath. and
next faces second seed Rodney
Eyles of Australia.

Eyles dropped a set before
over ! tch qualifier Lu-
ti.'a];lBlm 15-12, 11-15, 159, 15-

World champion Jansher

MADRID, Sept 16: Barcelo-
na's close-season spending
spree continued to pay divi-
dends on Sunday when 20 mil-
lion-dollar striker Ronaldo
scored a spectacular individual
goal at Racing Santander, re-
ports agencies.

But even heroics from an-
other new signing, goalkeeper
Vitor Baia, were not enough to
keep Barcelona ahead, a defen-
sive mistake costing Bobby
Robson's side two points and
with it the undisputed lead in
the Spanish First Division.

With seven points from three
games, Barcelona lead the table
on goal difference fromn Racin
and Real Sociedad, who coul
only manage a 1-1 draw at
home to Sporting Gijon, which
early leaders Tenerife fell 2-0 at
home to Sevilla.

With reigning champions
Atletico Madrid going down by
the same score at home to De-
portivo Coruna,. Real Betis need
only draw in Today's home
clash with real Madrid to go
top.

Barcelona started strongly
and seemed on the way to beat-
ing Racing for the first time in
14 years after Ronaldo picked
up the ball and beat three de-
fenders before scoring from a
tight angle.

Baia made several superb
saves as Racing fought back in

Euro football landscape

three points in the home clash
with Valladolid, while Valencia
had to be content with one after
Saturday night's 1-1 draw at
Zaragoza.

In Germany, the top three all
drew, leaving Bayern Munich.
who drew at Schalke, a point
ahead of VFB Stuttgart and
Borussia Dortmund, who parted
1-1 at Dortmund.

Bayern lead the Bundesliga
with 14 points to 13 for
Stuttgart and Dortmund.

Bayern, beaten 3-0 by Va-
lencia in the UEFA Cup in mid-
week, needed a 70th minute
equaliser from Thomas Strunz

ter striker Martin Max had
‘vgn Schalke a 36th minute
€ada.

Stuttgart, boas both the
league’'s stingiest delence and
most prolific offense, yielded
ﬂnli a 66th-minute shot from
Heiko Herrlich. Stuttgart's got
their goal amid controversy in
the 31st minute when Brazil's
Giovane Elber appeared to foul
Dortmund's Stefan Klos on a
corner, prompting the goalie to
drﬂg the ball for an own goal.

Isewhere, Cologne, lying
fifth, won 4-0 against Borussia
Moenchengladbach midweek
viclors over Arsenal in the
UEFA Cup. with Romanian duo
Dorinel Munteanu and lon
Vladoiu scoring one apiece.

Werder Bremen's 30-year-old

sumed, was injured irr the pro-
cess and had to be carried off.

Brazil's Rai scored the
game's only goal from a
counter-attack in the 71st
minute, allowing his side to
move two goints clear of Bor-
deaux on 1 ts.

Among other title chal-
lengers, Monaco could only
draw 0-0 at home to Lille, al-
though Brazilian striker Sonn
Anderson had a goal disal-
lowed.

Lens, second at the start of
play, failed to win for the fourth
straight game losing 1-0 at
Guingamp. Liberian interna-
tional Christophe Wreh hit the

decisive goal.
Bastia kept in touch as top-
scoring marksman Anton

Drobnjak hit a brace in a 3-1
win at Strasbourg which put
them third on goal difference
ahead of Metz, 1-0 winners at
struggling Nantes.

Bordeaux, the only other un-
beaten team in the First Divi-
sion, crushed lille 3-0 on Satur-
day thanks to goals from Didier
Tholot (2) and the in-form
Jean-pierre Papin.

In the Dutch league, Feyeno-
ord Rotterdam beat Twente En-
schede 1-0 to go top as previous
leaders PSV Eindhoven lost for
the first time this season — 20-1
at Graafschap Doetinchem.

Midfielder Jean paul van
Gastel scored the vital goal for
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Former Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona gestures during a press conference at
Battersea Park, London on Sept 15

—AFP/UNB photo

 Deport
| his side's win at Atletico. who

| tuguese international could do
. nothing after Fernandoe Correa

pounced on a mistake by Luis

| Ennqgue Martinez to make it |-

1.
Another Brazlian forward
ivo s Rivaldo, scored in

looked tired after their mid-
week Champions League win

| ower Steaua Bucharest.

But two more of last years
success stories, UEFA Cup
qualifiers Valencia and Es-
panyol, picked up their first
points of the season

A solitary Miguel Angel
Benitez goal gave Espanyol

merly with Cologne, blasted a
hattrick in Werder's 5-1 home
win over VFL Bochum

In France, Paris St Germain
recaptured the lead with a 1-0
victory at Cannes despite losing
inspirational goalkeeper
Bernard Lama with a knee in-
jury.

Lama was the star of the
match, saving his team several
times notably in the B84th
minute when he stopped a
penalty kicked by Cannes’ Lau-
rent Charvet.

But the international goal-
keeper, yet to concede a goal in
seven matches since the re-

Feyenoord, fooling Twente
goalkeeper Sander ker
with a shot from a tight angle
which found the net at the near

PS5V, who appeared jaded al-
ter their [ﬂﬂ'lgiﬂxt trip to Geor-
gia for a Cup Winners' Cup
clash., badly missed strikers
Rene Eykel and Luc Nilis.
both sidelined in

jury.
batmuugh Eralz.::iillpaunu I: ﬂ

Marecelo but, despite increas-
ing pressure, failed to find an

Ser.
nqw”cnmrd now head the
Lable on 16 points from PSV on
15 Amsterdam Ajax continued

-

LONDON, Sept 16: Surrey put
14 years of frustration behind
them by capturing the Sunday
League title with a convincing
seven-wicket win over Glamor-
gan in the season's final round
of matches, reports Reuter.

Led by England opener Alec
Stewart, who had never previ-
ously won a trophy during his
long career at The Oval, Surrey
have been one of county erick-
et's major under achievers since
their last domestic triumph. the
Nat West Trophy in 1982,

But the arrival of Australian
coach Dave Gilbert this season
has brought about a change of
attitude and their new-found
sense of purpose was evident in
the way Glamorgan were swept
aside after totalling only 159
for nine in their 40 overs.

Stewart was at the crease on
41 not out when the winning
runs arrived with 7.1 overs re-
maining, and his side still have
a chance of the championship
title if they can win the first
class game against the same op-
ponents today.

"We have always had a tal-
ented side but I think it's fair to
say we have been a bit imma-
ture until this summer.” said
Stewart. "1 believe now we have
one trophy we can go on and
win more,”

The result made the game be-
tween chasing rivals Notting-
hamshire and Yorkshire irrel-

I} evant. although Notts 24+:run

victory ensured they finished
second in the table behind Sur
rey on run rate.

Records tumbled at Chester-
Le-Street as Leicestershire piled
up 344 for four, the second
highest total in the history of
the 40-over competition. on
their way to al3-run victory
over Durham.

Their 344 for four was 19
short of Somerset's total at
Neath six years ago and in-
cluded the fastest Sunday cen-

tury of the season., Darren-
Haggly reaching the target ofl
>4 Is

West Indian Phil Simmons
set the tempo with 115 off 95
balls

Coetzer gets
into gear

~ TOKYO, Sept 16 Amanda
Coetzer pounded out a 6-1, 6-2
victory over Kerry-Anne Guse,
and another seed. Naoko
Sawamatsu, cruised past Ann
Grossman 6-1, 6-3, Monday in
the first round of the Nichirei
Ladies tennis tournament, re
ports AP

No. 5 seed Coetzer dominated
throughout a match without
any service aces and with only
one deuce, in the third game of
the first set, in which the South
African broke her Ausiralian
opponent s serve

Coetzer {8 currently ranked
I15th on the Corel A Tour
ran . while Guse is 124th

No./ Sawamatsu of Japan
suffered one service break. in
the next to last game, against
Grossman, an American
ranked 75th.

"It was a lttle windy out
there, but | was serving better
than | thought | would.” said

Sawamatsu, who is ranked

31sl.

Other seeds were idle Mon
day. They include top seed Mon-
ica Seles of the United States
who shares the world No |
ranking with German Steffi
(Graf, second-seeded Arantxa
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Berger baffles Leicester

LONDON, Sept 16:
Czech internatio-
nal Patrick Berger
scored his first
two goals for Li-

on Sun-
day in a 3-0 win at newly-
promoted Leicester which too
the Merseysiders to the top of
the Premier League, reports
Reuter.

Ruud Gullit's Chelsea, level
on points with Liverpool before
the start of play, were held 1-1
at home by League Cup holders
Aston Villa in the day's other
maltch.

Berger. who camre on at half-
time for out-of-sorts Liverpool
striker Stan Collymore, blasted
the ball home from the edge of
the box just before the hour
mark after a neat exchange of
passes with England forward
Steve McManaman.

Nineteen minutes later the
Czech picked up the ball in

Tiger Cup
Thailand's

SINGAPORE, Sept 16: A Ki-
atisuk Senamuang goal in the
ninth minute gave Thailand a.
1-0 victory Sunday in the final
of the Tiger Cup football tour-
nament held in Singapore's Na-
tional Stadium, reports AFF.

Kiatisuk, known as "the
Thai Zico" after the famous
Brazilian forward of the 1980s,
capitalised on some split-sec-
ond hesitation by Malaysia's
defence for the game's only
sSCOore,

A deft flick with the outside
of his right foot pushed the
Bangkok Bank of Commerce
striker past Malaysia's first
line of defence before cutting
back and unleashing a fierce
drive into the bottom left-hand
cornier of the net.

Vietnam took third place in
the tournament with a surprise
3-2 win over Indonesia.

The Indonesians, tipped by
many observers to be the only
team capable of threatening
Thailand prior to the tourna-
ment. were shocked by two
early goals from Huynh Quoc
Coung and Yeyen Tunen.

Kurniawan Dwi Yulianto
pulled one back for the Indone-
sians. But Vo Hoang Buu was
given the opportunity to con-
vert from the penalty spot after
Nguyen Hong Son was brought
down. He didn't miss.

Aples Tecuari's 85th minute
foal set the game up lor a hectic
inal five minutes but Viet
nam's shaky defence held on.

midfield, danced through the
Leicester defence and slammed
the ball home, again with his
favoured left foot.

In between, Michael Thomas
scored with a half-hit volley
which Leicester's American
Enalkeec]iﬂ Kasey Keller fum-

led into his own net.

Berger, who supported Liver-
J:mul from a distance as a body,
oined the club last month from
German champions Borussia
Dortmund for 3.0 million
pounds (4.65 million dollars).

The result took Liverpool,
who have won a record 18 En-
glish leagues titles, two points
clear of overnight leaders and
arch-rivals Manchester United
at the top of the 1 e.

But they could be overtaken
by early pace-setters Sheffield
Wednesday, who travel to crisis-
ridden Arsenal tonight.

At Stamford Bridge, Ireland
international Andy Townsend,
facing his former club, scored

ainst the run of play from a
18th-minute free-kick to give
Villa the lead,

The Villa captain positioned
himself in a three-man wall in
front of the ball, 25 metres from
goal.

Dwight Yorke, standing next
to him, flicked the ball to one
side allowing Townsend to spin
and crack a dipping left-foot
shot past Chelsea goalkeeepr
Kevin Hitchcock.

Chelsea pulled level on the
stroke of halftime through
French international defender
Frank Leboeuf, whose third
goal of the season makes him .
the club's top scorer.

e

PATRICK BERGER

Leboeuf ing a siylish
pair of royal blue b to
mateh his kit, stole in at the
back post to squeeze home an
aimless cross Italian de-
fender Roberto Matteo.

Chelsea took control in the
second half but failed to find
the winner which would have
kept them in touch with Liver-
pool, their next opponents in
the Premier league.

Muster pockets

the seventh
BOGOTA, Colombia, Sept 16:

Thomas Muster won his sev-
enth ATP Tour title this year by
beating defending champion
Nicolas Lapentti o ador 6-7
|6/8), 6-2, 6-3 in the final of the
Colombian World Series here
on Sunday, reports AFP,

The 2B8-year-old Austrian,
who has won 40 of his 42 titles
on clay courts, has now won one
more tournaments than world
number one Pete Sampras this
year to tie the American for the
number of career Victories.

The two men were second
behind Boris Becker for the
number of career titles among
active players. The German has
won 46 tournaments.

Muster, third in the men's
world rankings, qualified for
the ATP Tour World Champi-
onships in Hannover in
November.

Muster has now won 40 out
of 44 claycourt finals — all his
siizven finals this year were on
clay.

LONDON, Sept 16;
. Arsenal pledged
_ { lheir support for
@ club skipper Tony
» 4 Adams on Sunday
: following Lhe
player's public
admission he was an alcoholic,
reports Reuter,
Adams. who will be 30 next

month. told the club of his

=

Wenger new
Arsenal boss

LONDON. Sept 16: French-
man Arsene Wenger was con-
firmed as the new manager of
Arsenal in succession to Bruce
Rioch on Monday, reports AFP

The appointment of the 47-
year-old Wenger. who leaves
Japanese club Grampus Eight to
take over at the troubled Lon-
don club. ends weeks of specu-
lation following the dismissal
of Rioch five days before the
start of the season.

Former Monaco coach
Wenger. who becomes the first
Frenchman to manage an En

lish club. will take over at
ighbury on September 30.

He will take the helm at a
club facing a multitide of prob-
lems

Caretaker manager Stewart
Houston departed under a cloud
on Friday after six vears as as

sistant at the club, only adding
to the chaos which has beset the
Gunners since Rioch's shock

sacking

The squad is in desperate
need of fresh blood and several
key players are reported to be
unsettied

The 1994 European Cup
Winners Cup winners are also
on the verge of elimination
from Europe aiter last week's 3
2 defeat at home in the UEFA
Cup first round, first leg by
German side Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

senal to assist

problemns on Friday anid was al-

lowed 100 take time oif from
training on Sunday to spend
time with his family. He has =

nol plaved this season because
of a kiee injury

He told of the extent of his
problem to leammates and after
training with the Arsenal play-
ers over the weekend he faced
the media to explain he was "on
the road to recovery’.

While the other Arsenal
players were training in prepa-
ration for today's Premier
league game with Sheffield
Wednesday, Adams was an ab-
sentee from the club's training
Eround.

Pat Rice, in charge of the
club after caretaker boss Stew
art Houston quit on Friday. in-
sisted there was nothing o be
read into Adam's absence.

"Tony has worked hard in
the past two days and we've let
him spend t{}da_e;’wﬂh his fam-
ily, said Rice. "We hope o ar-
range a friendly match for him
to play in during the early part
ol next week,

‘What Tony has given to this
club is unbelievable and there
WEre never any reservations in

aw akening

LONDON, Sept 16 Profes:
sional English soccer plavers
will tace random breath tests
after matches and training ses

sions, the Foolball Association
[FA) said on Monday. reports
Reuter.

We will be testing players at
every professional league club
this season. either after
matches or at the end of train-
ing sessions,” FA spokesman
Steve Double said

‘If a player is drinking
enough lto produce a positive
\l{ﬁi alter a game it would indi

ate a serious drink problem _/

" FA'srude )

Adams

giving something back to him
when he needs it.

“The best result we could ever
hopé for 1s to set him outon the
pitch playing for the first team
again, Hopefully that will not
I» too long.”

The English FA also offered
sympathy at the news of Adams
relapse and their spokesman
David Davies said: "Tony
Adams can be assured of our
total support in sorting out any
problems he has,

"His role as England captain
during Euro '96 has been widely
and rightly recognised as con-
siderable.”

Gordon Taylor, chief execu-
tive of the players’ union — the
Professional Footballers' Asso-
ciation also pledged his backing
lor Adams.

'l will be making contact
with Tony this week and offer-
ing the support of the PFA and
any help we can provide,” said
Taylor. "l have the greatest ad-
nmiiration for him as a person, a
captain and a player.

"Our position with Tony is
the same as it was for Paul Mer-
son when he confessed his prob-
lems with drink., drugs and
gambling, and just as it would
be writhe any of our members.

“This is a very personal situ-
ation, and the decision to want
help has to come from the
player himself."

Tragic!

LONDON. Sept 16: Police re-
ported thal two people died in
the Great North Run on Sunday.
reports AFP,

The male runners were
among more than 30.000
taking part in the famous half-
marathon from Newcastle o
South Shields sea front in the

north n[ﬁ‘.n land
A policé” spokesman said:

"This is one of the biggest races
of its kind in the world and itl's
not rare for someone to die. but
two deaths are unusual.”
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