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Third-time flood cripples
farmers' life in Chandpur

From Shirin Akhter

CHANDPUR, Sept 16 : Three
times flood in the district af-
fected fifty-six unions out of
eighty-nine in five thanas.

According te Chandpur
Agriculture Extension oflice
sources, crops worth about
Taka nine crore were damaged
by the consecutive flood. About
four lakh people of Chandpur
sadar, Haimchar.
Kachua, Haziganj thanas were

affected by flood. many of
whom were displaced and need
to be bilitated.

Seed beds on one thousand
hectares of land have been
completely damaged in differ-
ent areas of the district. The
heavy ¢ of seed beds may
affect grain and other impor-
tant crop production in the
coming season.

A vast areas of land re-

Matlab,

mained uncultivated due Lo lack
of seedlings. Many cultivators
cannot cultivate seedlings in
time. Seo, laté cultivation of
aman crops will not produce
expected crops. Crops on about
two thousand hectares of land
were badly affected by flood.

Besides, the extensive dam-
age done to agriculture sector,
bridges roads, culverés esti-
mated value of which stands at
Taka five crore were damaged,

According to Chandpur Mu-
nicipal office sources roads,
lanes, bridges and houses of
municipality worth Tk about
four crore were d ed.

About fifty medical teams
are working in the affected ar-
eas. Water borne diseases spe-
cially diarrhoea have broken
out in the flood affected areas.
Cattie, poultry farms were also

affected by the flood. Fodder
problems become extremely
acutle in the flood affected areas.
Relief materials are very insuf-
ficient; in comparison to re-
quirements,

According to a flood victim
who along with his 5 family
members took shelter on an
cmbanﬁl-ément. many farn&&rs
expected bum ain produc-
tiﬂ%ﬁafter theP?iTrag: ﬂocfd. But
second and third flood crippled
everything. The affected farm-
ers have to depend entirely on
loan for rehabilitation or most
of them are likely to face severe
hardship. :

A farmer of Haimchar in-

formed this correspondent that:

he had invested about Tk
60,000. All his investment were
washed away. Part of his in-
vestment was high interest loan

from a local money lender,

He now has to sell off his
wife's last piece of arnament to
repay the loan. ,

A fellow farmer narrated
similar- story. Thousands of
farnrers have put into miseries
beyond imagination.

It was also reported from a
few char areas that some of the
farmers have shifted to new ar-
eas with their make-shift
houses to escape harassment by
the money lenders.

Some farmers said, there is
still time to w grain but who

uld take the risk. We already

tnessed flood in the area for
the third time.

Most of the farmers said it
would be risky to invest more
money. If flood occurs again
most of us will turn to begging
for living.

River erosion intensities in Barisal

-

25 shops, huge cropland

‘devoured in a day

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL. Sept 16: Continu-
ous erosion of Sandhya river at
Shikarpur Bandar area re-
cently eroded a huge area aleng
the Shikarpur ferryghat some
15 kilometres from Barisal
Ltown.

According to local people,
during last week, one day in the
afternoon suddenly a huge ar-
eas was devoured in the Sand-
hya river with 25 business es-
tablishments. one jute godown.

one leather godown including
some dwelling houses. The
mishap toock only two hours
time, witnesses said.

The business establishments
included 8 hotel and restau-
rants. 2 station shops, local
sources added. s0 said

that the erosion incident was so

sudden that almost none could
save valuables from their shops
and houses.

[t is to be mentioned here
that, erosion of Sandhya river
has been going on almost un-

abated for 8. The Shikarpur _ §

Degree College and the princi-
p?l quarter are still on the verge
0

abolition. Besides, erosion of

Kirton Khola river flowing
the Barisal town area, is
still continuing its menace
from both the |
- the Luwn]:ld: IMearn-
time, it engulfed a hu n
of launch ghat and BWA ghat
areas. On the other side, hu
areas of d have alre
been into the river
the Char Kaua union under the
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sadar thana of the district.
Meanwhile, the ferryghat
bazar. 4 education institutions,
more than 50 shops and
dwelling houses were oured
into the river during the lasi
one month. People of Charkaua
union staged demonstrations,

SAL : Partial view of an erosion affected village by
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handed over memorandum to
the district administration,
bmuiht out processions urging
to take immediate measure tp
control this almost non-stop
erosion. WDB authority, mean-
while, took some st in this
regard but that hel a little.

— Star photo

On last Thursday night. five
dwelling houses of Char Abdani
were devoured into the Kir-
tonkhola river, local source
said Friday.

They said, erosion suddenly
intensified since last Thursday

night.

250 cubic feet
of timber
seized in

Rangamati forest
From CHT Curreapondﬂnt.

RANGAMATI, Sept 16: For-
est oflicials have here recovered
250 cubic feet of valuable tim-
bers worth about Tk 1.7 lakh
from tﬁ of RKMM road
today mmnlg in a
raid conducted -\‘.ZI'I a tip ofl, offi-
cials aid.

M Shaheduzzaman, the Di-
visional Forest Officer of
Rangamati Unelassed Stale
Forest Division sent his offi-
cials to RKMM road who found
a stock of illegal timber ready
to be loaded in the truck for
smuggling eoenward near
Manikchhari brickfield, 10

Decomposed
body found
1IN sewage
tank in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Sept 16: Mirpur
thana pelice recovered here a
decomposed body covered in a
gunny bag from a sewage tank

body into the septic tank.
Meanwhile, smell from the de-
composed prompted local
people tntm into the said
sewage tank and found the
body .

On information Mir-
thana police recovered the

y and sent it to Kushtia |

(eneral Hospital for post-
moriem. A case has been regis-
tered with Mirpur police sta-
tion.

No action ta

ken against them
Many unauthorised pathological

labs doing business in Rajshahi city

SHAHI. Sept 16: Patho-
logical laboratories, under dif-
ferent names like diagnostic
clinic and centres are {ncreas
ing In an alarming manner Iin
Rajshahi city.

Most of these laboratories
and clinics were found to oper-
ate without having necessary

pment and ski techni-
cidns. It is alleged that most of
these clinics give baseless,
WE and imaginary reports
which often misguide the doc-

Lors in diseases
None of the of the Civil
Surgeon, Divisional Office of

Health Directorate and the City
Corporation authorities could
inform of the exact number Hf
pathological laboratones func-
tioning in the city. But the
number will probably exceed

one hundred. it is informed

There are some categories of
the' laboratories. Some patho-

| logical laboralories are run in-
' dividually by the doctors — in-

cluding the pathologists and
other MBBS tors. These are
of very small scales. perform-
ing mostly the common inves-
tigations of urine. blood and
stool.

Other laboratories in

size and operation which per-
form X-rays. electrbcar ra
phy. ultrasenography etc along

with the commen investiga-
tions. These laboratories. usu-
ally under names like diagnos-
tic centre or clinic are run

From Abdul Wadood

mostly by non-medical persons
on completely commercial ba
sis. it is alleged

They also armange chambers
for doctors in their clinics and
centres free of cost with a view
to get clients lor pathological
Investigations

Barring .a lew exceptions
most of these diagnostc clinies
and centres lack experienced
and skilled technicians and
doctors and that is why reports
given by them often proved
baseless, or wrong

An assistant professor ol
medicine in Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital, on condition
of anonymity. said. we often
fall in embarrassed position
with these reports.

He said that the reports often
showed they are not correctly
investigated and the results give
wrong lindings

An associate professor of
surgery informed that he got a
report of ultrasonography of
lower abdomen of a woman last
week which said that her
prostate was normal. though a
WoInan never carries a prostate

An assistant professor of
gynecology and obstetrics
stated more interesting and se-
rious story on these types of re-
ports

She said that a month ago
she had Lo perform a cesarean
section of a mother. According
o the ultrasonagram, she was
carrying two children. But after

the section they got only one
child

They alleged that the other
child, out ol two was siolen by
the doclors. After a long (wo
hours, allempts they could al
last be convinced that the re-
port was wrong meaning the
mother was carrying only one
child.

Meanwhile, there are also
allegations that some doctors
involved with these clinics give
only signature on the report in
exchange of money without per-
forming or seeing the Investi-
gations.

These clinics usually engage
doctors, technicians and espe-
clially hospital workers Lo bring
patients. They have rickshaw-
pullers en commission basis
who manage patients coming
from outside the town at the

. rallway stations and bus ter-

minals and bring them to the
clinics.

It was alleged that there are
some ' pathological clinics
which even give reports without

riorming any investigations.

nnecess: investigations are
also adwvi and done only for
earning money. Some laborato-
ries also realise a rate of
fees from illiterate patients, it
was alleged.

Just a few days ago. Boalia
thana police rescued a patient
from a clinic from whom Tk
4000 was claimed for investiga-

ton purposes
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SYLHET: Divisional Commissioner of Sylhet, Habibur Rahman. speaking at the nau-
of the Rotary Club of Sylhet Central held recently.
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'AGRI#ARSHY iM}rmensingh}:'Vic&l‘:hancellur Professor Dr. Shah Muhammed Farouk delieg his speech at the
inaugural function at a seminar on development of high yielding fish varieties and their management in aquaculture,
Organised by the Fisheries Research Instifute. |
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the bank of river Sandhva.

Medical service in Pabna paints

PABNA, Sept 16: The health
facilities in Pabna became
extremely inadequate, in-effec-
tive and unc to the utter
miseries of over 18 lakh people
of the district. The Pabna Gen-
eral Hospital, set up in the six-
ties with a capacity of 100 beds,
is reportedly not capdble of
meeting the requirements of the
patients. All sections of the
people have been demandi
upgrading the 100-bed gene?sﬁ
hospital to a 250-bed
hospital.

When contacted over tele-
&hunei Dr AKM Fazlul Huque,

ivil Surgeon, Pabna , told The
Daily Star that in fact the rush
ol patients in Pabna General
Hospital was heavy. The hospi-
tal actually ' needs to be up-
graded to a 500-bed hospital
with a number of specialists.
The approved scheme of the
Ministry of Health in this re-
gard needs an immediate im-
plementation.

Meanwhile, the number of
patients in the hospital having
A capaci:y of 100 patients only,
is never found to go below 200
although, according to the doc-
tors, many patients are refused
admission and many others are

. released earlier than the pa-

tients’ necessity.

[t may be recalled here in
this connection that due to the
existence of a vasit road-com-
munication network running
through Pabna road accidents
are very Irequent in the dis-
trict. Patients requiring su
are getting admitted day an
night in the hospital along with
an increasing number of pa-
tients attacked with various
other diseases

Getting no scope for beds to
take admission in this hospital,
patients are being compelled to
s;]ift to the clinics which were
also ng in unusually large
numg‘::l ¢ VIR

Doctors and their agents
were also allegedly advising
them to go to the clinics. As
these clinics were also depen-
dent solely upon the doctors of
the general hospital. the hospi-
tals are not gettirig adequate
and sincere services from
them. it is being widely alleged.

There is no X-ray machine
in seven out of eight thana hos-
pitals of the district.

At Ishurdi, there is a 50-bed
hospital for about 2 lakh 10
thousand people. There is no
hedding available in the beds.

Most important of all is the
question security of the pa
tients — specially of the female

lients and nurses. A young
m:all;gntiem was lifted from
her bed at midnight last ar,

gang-raped by the alleged armed
mastaans and then brought
back to her bed. All these could
happen amid utter helplesaness
of the patients, the nurses, doc
lors and the night guards. The
subsequent GD Entry made at
the concerned thana yielded no
resull what so ever

The condition of the Farid
pur Thana Health Complex is
also extremely miserable. On
January 14 al midnight. fire

U VC address students

a gloomy picture

From Our Correspondent

broke out in store-room myste-
riously and it was shown that
lakhs of taka worth medicines
were burnt. The mystery of the
incident was not kunown
through a proper investigation
despite strong demand of the
people of all sides.

In yet another incident,
nurses and doctors on duty of
the hospital were found busy in

‘witnessing TV show on one

night and meanwhile, report-

them, reside in similar manner
in Pabna town causing suffer-
ings to the patients. Out of the
21 flat of this health complex
only two flats are occupied.

n Chatmahar Thana Health
Complex also, there is a short-
age of five doctors for long. The
X-ray machine is also lying out
of order. No medicine is sup-
plied to the out-door patients, it
is alleged. On May 9, the phar-
macist of this hospital was

vacant. No bedding is available
for the patients admitted — not
even mosquito-nets despite the
fact that mosquito-menace was
extremely acute in and around
the hospital. Saline is also not
available here. Several nurses
are allegedly conducting illegal
abortion .in lieu of high
amounts of money. 1t was also
alleged that after 11 Em. no doc-
tor is found on duty here.

The Bera thana health com-

edly due to lack of care, one pa- caught red-handed while re- lex situated beside the North
tient died beyond the knowl- moving a huge quantity of engal Highways, have got 31
edge of all concerned. The X'-ray valuable medicines and other beds. the wards remain

machine of this health complex
is lying out of order.

The posts of six physicians
out of nine were lying vacant
for years and hence the patients
here were not getting proper at-
tention at all. No proper ar-
rangement for water-supply as
per requirement is there. The
store-keeper resides in Pabna
town, -about 25 miles from
Bhangoora. Supply of
meditines at the time of need is
also net available, it is widely.

equipment. He was handed over
to the police but the RMO, re-
ortedly arranged for his re-
ease from the thana. Since
then, removal of medicine
turned into a regular feature in
this Health Complex.

In Atgharia Thana Health
Complex, no X-ray machine
was supplied as yet. Facilities
for treatment of patients in this
hospital were extremely mea-

it‘i Santhia Thana for

over-crowded. Over 200 patients
infected with kalaazar also
took admission in this hospital
last year but they suffered for
want of medicine. The X'ray
machine of this thana health
complex is allegedly kept most
of the time out of order.

The X'ray machine of Su-
janagar Thana Health Complex
is, however, found always in
order and the doctors and
nurses in this hospital have
earned a good reputation for

1,62,000 people. there is a 31-
bed thana health complex.
Posts of six doctors were lying

alleged. Most of the doctors and
employees of the Health Com-
plex. for reasons best known to

their sincerity. But still for
want of medicines etc. patients
have to suffer.

'Refrain from
any sort of

terrorist act’
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Sept 16: Prol Md
Enamul Huq, Vice-Chancellor
of Islamic University said that
the word “Islam’ means peace
and as such peaceful atmo
sphere is to be maintained in
the campus at any cost to make
this university as an ideal one
and meaningful institution in
the country. Hé® urged upon the
students to refrain from any
kind of terrorist activities and
identify the university as ter-
rorism free university.

He was speaking as chief
guest in a prize giving function
of indoor games. literary and
cultural competition of Shahid
Ziaur Rahman Hall of the uni-
versity and first publication of
Annual Hall Magazine.

The function began with
recitation from Holy Quran and
was addressed by Harun ar-
Rashid Askari, Assistant Prof.

The function was attended
BF&L‘! Md. Serajul Huq. Prof

inuddin, Deen Tahiruddin
Dr. Md Ashraf Ali. Dr Md. Ma
mun, Proctor Md. Mosharral
Hossain, S M Solaiman,
Provost Md. Mizanur Rahman
Asrafi, Md. Emtaz Hossain and
Md. Atlar Rahman. Function
was presided over by Provost
Md. Alinoor Rahman

A cultural function was held

_after the publication ceremony

and prizegiving.
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