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CPI blames Gowda for not
consultin UF partners

NEW DELHI. Sept 16:Whe
Communist partuer i lifia’s
three-month-old coalitio gov
ernmen! has wamed that ‘Imr
Minister HD Deve Gowdy had
not vet mastered the At of
heading a loose Knit alfance
reports AFF

AB Bardhan l.:'l!"ll:t“l":tl SeCTe
tary of the Communist Barty of
India, who gave the govemment
a six out of 10 ratung fortts per-
formance since Jung was

uoted as saying today "It is
'(:hﬂfl"f'nl from runninga one-
party government

“There has to be nwre con-
sultation, more colkensus.
more mutual discussiow

Bardhan sard Deve Ghoda . a
relative until he was dected
prime nunister ol the nited
Front alliance. was 1ot gnsult-
ing other partners enough.

Yot can say the p min-
ister 1s not consultingys much
as we would like but | sure
he will get into the gactice.”
The Times of India qisted him

as saving in a television inter
view

Hardhan s gave the centre
lefl alllance. which took office
o June | "six marks ol satlis

laction and four marks for dis-
salistaction aul saxd his party

woulld not hesitate o eriticise a
policy it lelt was wrong

He also said Deve Gowda
held too many discussions with
deposed prime minister PV
Narasimha Rac whose Con-
ril:ﬁ {I) party was decimated in
the last general elections

‘It is not necessary to con-
sult Rao so much,” he sald. "We
have o take our own decisions
as the United Front.”

Bardhan described Deve
Gowda, who flaunts his rural
upbringing and adopts a concil-
iatory tone whenever criticised,
as being "soft spoken and not

very arrogant.
¢ United Front had to re
view iis common economic

afnda soon after taking power
when left parties attacked.

Hamdoon.
deployment ol additional
ships and troops to the Gulf was
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Perry tries to win support for military showdown with Iraq

Iraq to keep its promise not to fire

at planes policing 'no fly' zone

WASHINGTON. Sept 16: A

senior Iraqi official on Sunday
said
promise nct to fire at US and
allied warplanes pﬂliﬁng no
fly’ zones over northern and
southern Irar
continued U!> milita
in
problems, reports Reuter.

Iraqg would keep its

but warned that
buildup

could cause

the reglion

Irag's envoy to the UN Nizar
tocdd CNN that US
lane

not a good sign.”
Asked to respond to comm-

ents from US defence secretary
William Perry on Sunday that
the United States could decide

to strike again at Iraq.
Hamdoon sai that's up to
him: We have declared our
position clearlvy which is if

_they don't L at u-~ T
not fﬂn to shoot at then, >o |
thin the ball is 1n the

American court right now."

Asked if the buildup could
reverse Iraq's pledge not to fire
al the US planes, Hamdoon
said, all this depends on how
the Ameérican military
activities will evolve. If there
will be any provocations. then
it is difficult to think that the
situation will continue as clam
as it is now, he said.

Handoon said it was difficult
to tell whether the latest crisis
between Iraq and the United
States was dying down.

"We are in a waiting status
waiting to see whatever will
develop.” he said 'If the
American military buildup
continues, then [ think we could

he back to problems

Hamdoon called for dialogue
between Baghdad and Washing
ton. and re;rgr.trd a question on
whether ashington could
‘trust” Jraqgl President Saddam
Hussein's pledge to slop the
missile attacks

Another report from Man-
ama, says Defence Secretary
Wiliam Perry said on Sunday
that Iraq had rebuilt air defence
units and fired six missiles at
US warplanes since UUS missile
sirikes against Iraq in early

or the security of this re-

gion, to continue Operation
southern Wateh — that is the
linchpin of security and stabil-
ity in this region.” Perry told
reporters in Bahrain

"That Operation Southern

Watch. just vesterday we had
conducted more than 100 sor
ties over southern Iraq. That
operation has been challenged
by the Iragis.” Perry said.

"They challenged it by re-
constititing air defence units in
the area. they challenged it by
moving _mobile surface-to-air
rmissiles into the area and they
challenged it by firing six mis-
siles at out planes. se were
wild firings but nevertheless
they were firings

Another Reuter report from
Kuwait says. US Defence Secre-
tary William Perry tried to win
support for a possible military
showdown with Iraq on visits
to three Gullf Arab states but
doubts surfaced over the wis
dom of more strikes at Presi
dent Saddam Hussein
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NEW DELHI, Sept b: A for-
mer Indian miniter has
claimed huge sumsof unac-
counted funds seizes from his
homes were part ol Jyider plot
to sinedr Congress Ly chiefl P
V Narasiumha Rao. r®orts AFP

"1 am being a mage "sacrifi-
cial pawn in politicd intrigues

for power. former BMecommu-
nications minister qukh Ram
said in remarks pulished to-

A

day.
"y

“It is a plot to disredit P V
Narasimmha Rac.” Intold the
Press Trust of Illia news
agency on Sunday A London,
where he was reporddly receiv-
ing medical treatinfyt

Ram. suspende@from Rao's
Congress (1) Partyafter detec-
tives from the Cenfy] Bureau of
Investigation |CBBound more

than one milliondollars in
cash and jewellty in his
homes, has been ofered home
by police. \

Ram said he knevy pnothing
about the money, ing: "l
have already gone un\&grﬁ] to
state that the recoverq moneyv
does not belong to me .md | will

sands homeless in cep.ry

Clinton co

dent Bill Clinton talked to

Australian PM

Suharto.
While felations between

Indian Maoists

New Delhi.

Pak Air Force

Islamabad.

being investigated.

Kevin Kong, 31,

ngraulates Yel

m alleges plot
scredit Rao

state it to investigating authori-
ties to whom it belongs

The former minister. whose
rags-1o riches story made
newspaper headlines recently.
said ﬂr was being used as "a
pawn in the power game be
tween india's new coalition
governim.>nt and the Congress
government it replaced.

Rao. who was voted out of the
rime n nister's office in May
as beern linked to several cor-

ruption scandals including al-
leged involvermnent in a 100,000
dollar fraud case. He denies all
allegations.

Ram meanwhile was sched-
uled to fly to India later today to
face a federal investigation. He
had stalled his return on medi-
cal grounds for three weeks.

He defended his period in

charge of the
Telecommunications
Department.

'l brought full transparency
to the department then it had to
deal with the largest bidders in
the wake of the opening up of

the sector in the aftermath ol
liberalisation,” he said.

17 killed in Vietnam storm: vien:

tropical storms last weeklleft at least 17 people dead and thou-
provinces of Vietnam, official media
reported Monday. AP repets from Hanoi.

The victimis were Killevin the collapse of their homes or
$wepl away by floodis betwyn Tuesday andf Friday. Heavy rain
Fﬂntlllue& over mus:h of therea. In Ha Tinh province, the worst
affected. some 114,000 peple had been forced out of their
homes by floodwsiters by theweekend.
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Ricciardone, the number two official at the US embassy.
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Some Kurd refugees, fleeing northern lraq for fear of reprisals from Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein and his Kurdish allies, arnive late on Sunday at the Diyarbakir airport,
southeastern Turkey. A first group of 337 refugees, travelling in about 10 buses under a
Turkish police escort, arrived at Diyarbakir where they were to leave yesterday aboard a
US-chartered aircraft for Guam where the United States has a mulitary base, said Frank
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L]
tSIN: presi-
dussian President Boris Yeltsin

Sunday and wished him wellthead of his heart surgery later
this month. thie White House sid, AFP reports from Indianola.

Prime Minister John Howard
first official visit to Indonesia fnce taking office six months
ago, Reuter repaort from Jakarta!

He drove straight from Jak
tional Airport to Freedom Palac

sometimes rocky. Howard's visit is
them and emphasising his govern

dead five members of Prime Minist
avenge the slaying of three relatives of a leftist leader two days
ago, the Press Trust of India said yesterday, AFP reports from

fighter aircraft of the Pakistar

Spokeswoman Mary Ell enGlynn told reporters traveling
with the Presidemt in lowa thatthe 10 minute conversation was
initiated by Clinton as "a frienship call to touch base." Clinton
also congratulated Yeltsin for aki
open with the Russian people aiput His health problem.

a "bold stroke” by being

Jakal‘tﬂ: Australian

ived in Jakarta today for his

's Sukarno-Hatta Interna-
r a meeting with president

o neighbours have been
€11 as boosting ties between
nt's commitment to Asia,

the

D° ihdias Maoisis shot
H D Deve Gowda's party to

Gunmen allegedly from Deve Gowda's Janata Dal (People's
Party) killed the three relatives of Maoist leader Gulam Haider
in the eastern state of .Bihar on Friday, the news agency said.

The vietims included Haider's three-year old niece. Maoist
guerillas then gunned down five Janata Dal activists Saturday.

ﬁgrhter crashes: »

_ 1 Air Force crashed near Samugh
base in southwestern Baluchistan province yesterday causing
no casualties, deferice ministry sources sajui’:

AFP reports from

Without identifying the type of the plane, they said the
fighter aircraft was on a routine training mission when it
crashed near the town of Belili, close 1o the provincial capital
Quetta. Its pilot ejected safely and there were no casualties on
the ground, they said. adding that the cause of the crash was

One found dead in China hotel:

Hong Kong executive of the French Bank Credit Lyonnais has
been robbed and murdered in his hotel room in southeastern
China, the bank said Monday, AFP reports from Beijing,

. was found in his hotel room
Guixi in Jiangxi Province after he failed to turn u

ing business meeting. His money was missing, and no suspects
have been arrested as of Saturday.

ursday in
for a morn-

Serious battle erupted in Grozny

Maskhadov terms peace fragile,

MOSCOW. Sept 16: Chechen
separatists are ready to resume
fighting when necessary as the
peace process comes under in-
creasing strain. the rebels' mili-
tary commander said in re-
marks televised on Sunday. re-
ports AP.

Aslan Maskhadov, who
signed a series of accords last
month with Russian security
chief Alexander Lebed. said it's
not clear whether the 3-week-
old peace will hold.

"It's very Iragile,” Maskh-
adov said in an tnterview aired
oin the "ltogl" programme of
Russia's independent NTV tele-
vision. "The situation depends
on how politicians in Moscow
work it out amongst themse-
lves.”

He noted that he had already
signed several agreements with

- the Russians.

"I'm doing the best T can.”
Maskhadov said. But if the
agreement is violated., then
what can we do? We'll fight.”

Fighting in the Caucasus
mountains republic came to a
virtual half on August 23 when
a truce was agreed to and the
warring sides began pulling
their forces out of the capital
Grozny.

But efforts to arrange a last-
ing settlement to the 21-
month-old conflict have bogged
down due to resistance in
Maoscow to the peace deal, which
calls for Chechnya to vote in

2001 on whether to become in-

ready to resume fighting

President Boris Yeltsin and
other top officials remain
adamantly opposed to any con-
cessions that would lead to the
republic breaking away from
Russia.

Earhier AFP says. Fighting
broke out Sunday in the north-
ern outskirts ol the Chechen
capital Grozny, Chechen rebel
spokesman Movladi Udugov
was quoted as saying.

He told Moscow Echo Radio

that "a serious battle’ had
erupled around 9:00 pm (1700

GMT) near the airport. involv-

ing automatic wedpons, grenade -

launchers and mortars.

He added that the area was
"immediately cordoned off” by
forces of the joint Russia-
Chechen forces.
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gsentative.

‘hechen Muslims bend down while praying for
plays in front of them in the village of Pervomayskaya, on
Alexander Lebed said on Sunday that Chechnya was far
coalition post-war government and that rebel proposals were not

dependent.
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those killed in the war as
F‘g'da}n Russian peace envoy
om forming a temporary

o
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sufficiently repre-
— AFP/UNB photo

Algerian leaders
sign pact setting

stage for polls

ALGIERS. Sept 16 Algerian

litical leaders signed a pact
Sunday laying the groundwerk
for a return to regular elections
and condemning violence that
has racked this North African
nation fighting an Jslamic in
surgency for lour years, reporis
AP

But some key opposition
parties boycotted the two day
National Conference. taking
some of the glow off its “plat
form for national understand.
ing

President Liamine Zeroual,
who led the meeting. said he
wias satisfied with the results
State controlled television
called the conderence "historic.”

The 1.000 delegates agreed
on holding a referendum on a
constitutional revision by the
end of this year. legislative elec-
tions in the firstdhalf of 1997
and local elections in the sec-
ond had been worked out over
several months in a series ol
meetings with the presidency
and itical parties

India firm to host

‘Miss World pageant.

in November

NEW DELHI, Sept 16: Indian
authorities are determined to
host the Miss World pageant in
November despite mountin
protestis by the opposition an
lermninists which could turn the
contest uglﬁ. reports AFP.

Although security and logis-
tics are major problems, the or-
ganisers say the competition

would be a new feather in the

cap of Bangalore, the country's
lastest-growing city.

*  Karnataka State Chief Min-

ister J H Patel. a confidant of

Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda

and who governs Bangalore,
has dismissed critics opposed to
the 22-day extravaganza as

hypocrites.

‘Why don't they object when
men stand with hardly any
clothes on for Mr Bangalore
and Mr. India contests?” he
asked here. "Il is wrong (o say
that the (Miss World} contes-
tants will be in the nude.”

Women are badly

under-represented

in parliaments

BEIJING, Sept 16: Women
are still badly under-repre-
sented in the world's parlia-
ments, with less than 11 per
cent of legislators female, an
international parliamentary
organisation said on Sunday,
reports Reuter. -

The number of women par-
liamentarians around the
world had slipped vne per cent
since 1995, said the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU), which
opens its 96th international

conference in Beijing on Mon-
day. _

Women accounted for just
over 100 of the nearly 600
members of parliament 1n Bei-
jing to discuss Human Rights,
food and other matters, a far
higher level of participation

' than the global average of 10.4

per cent, the union said in a
statement.

"Democracy will. only as-
sume true significance when po-
litical policies and national
legislation are decided upon
jointly between men and
wommen in the interests of both
halves of the population,” it
said.

Second leg of
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polls in Kashmir

Polling begins amid low
turn-out of voters

SRINAGAR. India. Sept 16:
FPolling began on 4 subdued note
todday i the strife-torn Indian
state of Kashmir at the start of
the second leg ol provincial
elections. the first in nearly 10
years, reports AFFP

Small numbers ol people
were seen at voling booths wgtn
they opened at 7.00 am (0130
GMT] in 23 constituencies
across Kashmir including the
Hindu-dominated area of
Jammu. the state winter capi-
tal, officials said.

A total of 238 candidates are
contesting today's polls.

Officials said only a fraction
of the registered eleciorate of
] 9 millhon voted in the first
hour of balloting at 2.330 vot-
ing booths

"The turnout has been un-
usually low here.” said Ghulam
Rasool. an election official in

Off the
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the southern Kashmir town of
mwaum 'However. there have

1l no cases of c jom.”

Parliamentary cﬁﬁﬂns in
Kashmir. held under unprece-
dented security in May, were
marred by chzrges of rigging
and voter intimidation by In-
dian troops.

But the India's autonomous
Election Commission claimed
the first phase of the current

lis. which opened on Septem-

r 7. attracted a more sponta-
neous turnout.

Mtglnwmﬁ iﬁﬂ-ﬁmﬁm

neral stri powerful
glti parties Freedom Conference,
grouping some 30 Muslim polit-
iwcal and rebel outfits. c
the Kashmir valley for the sec-
ond day today.

Shops, offices and banks
were closed and traffic stayed
off the roads. witnesses said.

Record

Miss America 1997, Tara Dawn Holland, takes the tradi-
tional splash in the Atlantic Ocean off the beach in

Atlantic City, New Jersey, early on SBun

Paris

diy.
o FP/UNB photo

won't welcome

~  homosexual couples

PARIS: France has turned down a Swedish request to let
Swedish homosexual couples take romantic trips to Paris to

be wed in the Swedish consulate there, the Swedish embassy

said on Thursday

., reports Reuler.

Sweden, which has allowed gay couples to be wed in a cer-
emony similar to a civil marriage since January 1995, asked

France to let it st
where about six

month.
After a delay of almost a
turmed down the request. ’

ear, the French Foreign

e're not especially surprised by

e the gay weddings in its Paris consulate,
eterosexual couples are married every

Ministry

the refusal.” one Swedish diplomat said.

"Bid to foil drafting new
constitution will prolong
military rule-in Myanmar"

The

YANGON, Sept 16

leader of Myanmar's military
} regime has warned that any at-

tempt to interfere with the pro-
government panel drafting a
new constitution will only pro-
long military rule. reports AP.

The statement. published on
Monday in official newspapers.
amounted to a warning lo pro-
democracy activists led by
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi who have boycotted the
constitutional proceedings and
threatened to write their own
charter.

Gen. Than Shwe, chairman
of the ruling State Law and
Order Restoration Council,
spoke Sunday at the close of a
convention of a state social

roup, the Union Solidarity and

evelopment Association.
"Eﬂgrts to delay and disrupt
the ongoin National
Convention will simply delay
the emergence of the constitu-
tion and prolong the current

type of administration,” Than
Shwe said.

Suu Kyi withdrew the dele-
gates of her National League for
Democracy from the conven-
tion last year, claiming the
ceedings were weighted in
favour of the re and con-
tinued military rule. The con-
vention has been meeting in-
termittently since 1993.

In May, an arrest depleted
congress of Suu Kyi's party
vowed to draft a separate con-
stitution. Authorities re-
sponded with harsh new laws
threatening long prison terms
for any such action, The sepa-
rate charter has been little spo-
ken of since.

Suu Kyi's party overwhelm-
ingly won deimmocratic elections
in 1990. but the regime never al-
lowed Parliament to convene.
She has said that any new con-
sfitution should be drafted by

-the country's elected represen-
tatives.
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Non-infectious diseases to become

leading cause of death within 25 years

WASHINGTON, Sept 16:
Non-infectious diseases like
stroke, ]l'"‘-'ﬂ“ attacks and can-
cer wil Fecome the leadin
cause ol death worldwide
within 25 years and Poorer
countries are not prepared for
the, shift, according to two in-
ternational reports released
here on Sunday, reports Reuter.
S These noncommunicable

scases are already the lea

*rs in richer nations but are
= rise in Poorer countries

‘Dle live longer and
lives.
ome grim develop-
= world AIDS epi-
threat of newly
S, overall life

“tancy at.
world-
“s for
'lln_

s
kdlle
on the
as pe.,
healthier .
Despite =
mients, like th.
demic anddiﬂlc :
emerging disease.
' is rising.
By 2020, life expe.
birth will be 71 yedrs
wide, and almost 88 yea
women in industrialised co.

“The findings across regions
lare mqﬂd;cflt with the view

that we live a lounge, we live a
healthier life ", said
Christopher Murray, a Harvard
FPublic Health rt who co-au-
thored one of the tvvin reports
prepared for the World Health
Organisation and the World
Bank.

The studies aim to help na-
tional health systerns and the
international aid agencies pre-
pare for clw.rg es :nd set priori-
ties through yrzaar 2020. One.
recommendat.lon is more re-
search and d eve lopment, in-
vesting in such are:as as vaccine
research or pub lic health, such

 as an_thumoﬂmg.‘_p rogrammes.

As in the ind ustrial world,
heart attacks an 9 cancer will
‘become major k :Ii:l.u?ri in the

rer nations. T. hat is partl
ﬁ; to tobacco-re lated hﬂaltivl
Frubltms, which ¢ ue growing

aster than the AID, S epidemic.
Murray found that s 'moking-re-
lated deaths could n« =arly triple

to 8.4 million a year.
In addition depression and
.other mental problems will be-

- come one of the top causes of

disability. Though they cause
only one per cent of the deaths,

“they are a key element in the
overall "disease burden."

"It's a surprisingly big bur-
den and it's only projected to
grow.” Murray said in a tele-
phone interview last week.

The trend toward non-infec-
tious diseases reflects more

rosperity and development,
etter sanitation, education
and advances in scientific
knowledge. Only in sub-
Saharan Africa are the com-
municable " diseases like
malaria, measles and pneu-
monia expected fo remain the
leading killers,

"Half of all gains in human
life tancy of the L sev-
eral thousand years have oc-
curred in this century,” said

Dean Jamison, the author of
the second report on health in-
vestment. He attiributes the
gains largely to knowledge.

The proportion of people age
45 and over is expected to rise
by 200 per cent between the
years 1 2020,

But illnesses like tuberculo-
sis, pneumonia and diarrhoeal

" disease account for nearly one-

fifth of the "global disease bur-
den" —the subtracted by a
health life
mature death. Yet they get only
0.2 per cent of the research
development money, accord

to Jamison, of the University o
California at Los Angeles
(UCLA).

As heart diseases and other
"advanced"” killers become
more common in dev:lnw
regions, "we're not going to
able to deal with it with any-
thing like the nse that it's
dealt with in France or San

Francisco," he sdid.

disability or pre- '

Observers, international agencies
slam Bosnian polls as defective

SARAJEVO, Sept 16: Bosni-
a's general election, billed as an
almost flawless success by its
international organisers, was
in fact marred by irregularities
and imperfections, Western ob-
servers said on Sunday, reports

AFP.
Breaking for the [irst time

the unanimous chorus of praise

for the trouble-free vote held
Saturday, official election ob-
servers and international
agencies slammed the elections
as defective.

Based on first hand reports
from numerous polling stations
and interviews with voters on

election day, the a¢counts high-

lighted consistent abuse in
mainly Serb-held areas.

In the most blatant example,
Serb refugee voters bused into
Bosnia to vote were required tag
get certification that they had
cast their ballots in order to re-
tain their status.

Besides electoral manipula-

tion. the critics also cited cases
of "gross insensitivity” in the
choice of polling stations in-
fended for use by Muslim
refugees in Serb-held Bosnia.

Omne such station, officials
from a leading international
agency working in Bosnia said,
was established in a destroyed
mosque by local Serb election
officials. Two others were
housed in schools used by the
Serbs in the aftermath of the
fall of the Srebrenica enclave to
torture and detain Muslims.

In the initial period follow-

-ing the landmark elections held

as the first step to electing new
government machinery for
post-war Bosnia. there had been
widespread praise for the vote.
Most significantly, the vio-
lence that many had antici-
pated on election day failed to
materialise. However, one
source of friction was averted
when only a tenth of the poten-
tial 200,000 Muslim refugees

‘unprecedented

who ecould have crossed into
Serb-held areas to vote actually
made the jounmey.

The official observers who
spoke on cond{tion of anony-
mity. said that abuses ol the
electoral process had been
widespread and consistent.’

All who spoke to AFP were
tied to the main monitoring
body for the clections operating
under the auspices of the Organ
isation for Security and Coop

eration in Europe [(OSCE]),

which is supervising Bosnia's

vole _
Chiefly they pointed to the

number ol
Bosnian Serbs bused into
Bosnia from refugee centres in
neighbouring Serb-led Yu
goslavia to vote

In Foca. a town in southeast
ern Bosnia which had a pre-war
Muslim majority. the Serbs
bused in 4 000 people 1o pack
the ballot., one observer told
A¥P

“These people had no inten-
tion of living in Bosnia. they
were voting in isolated viilages
thev had never even visited, one
observer said.

The voters had registered to
vote earlier this year officials
said.

However, abusing a contro-
versial rule allowing voters to
name a town they intended to
live in. Serb authorities packed
strategic towns with their own
supporters from ranks of
refugees living }u: Yllgus:a?ti_nt:he

o was the extient ol
a’lnrsi:[j-[ilhu-?'i SaAW hn!b? utl;:r
in droves for towns in -
held areas that had been “ethni-
cally cleansed” of their Muslim
and Croat population duriu%
Bosnia s war. that municipa
jtimtﬂns were in

uly

This did not stop thousands
of voters arriving en masses in
town districts they had no in-
tention of living in the ob-

servers said

rancelled



