Teenage Irina :

HIS article is
intended tobe anin-

depth review of the total

economic-industrial-commer-

cial condition of Khulna, the
major city of the
however,
day by day. Itis a
some
day-by-day of

so-called third
country, which is,

. modest college of
snapshots
Kh . the place I live in.

e last twentyfive

years, not a heavy or

even medium size industry has
a small
textile mill at Satkhira. At the

been established,
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not

same time, the oldest textile
mill of Khulna city which was
-thirties has
been closed down, per . for
: have y
gone their's hardly any
;EH: its reopening either in
or private sector, while

more than 400 industries of

various sizes have emerged in
Dhaka division and about 250
in C division. Khulna,
and, for that matter, northern
and southern districts of the
seem to have been de-

of their rights to devel-
opment by the successive gov-
%nmentl. And the le of
s neglected on are too
tired to make any ‘fruitful

Mongla has turned into a ca-
sual port. It handles only a
fringe of total import and ex-

business of southern and
districts. People tend

to believe that there is an in-
tention never to allow A Mongla
Port its share of shipping busi-
ness! Shi companies and
and firms

have almost vanish from
Khulna town. All the barges
which once kept the rivers
Bhairab Passur vibrant and

congested round the clock have

el e s
n the

also of the dicey congli-

tion city

C

operating for the sake of
labours on government subsi-
dies and bank loans perhaps

"never to be adjusted. In such a

perilous situation it is difficult
to find out any silver lining.
The people, especially youths,
have become prisoners of
poverty. There is littl2 hope of
growth for Khulna city and, as
a chain effect, the whole divi-
sion and the adjacent northern
districts are getting
they learning to live in
poverty? '
Prisoners of Poverty
Young educatkd youths are
the worst sufferers. Last year

more than a thousand students
of Khulna proper, could not get

rer. Are
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Khulna, A City of Shattered
Dreams, Getting Poorer Day by Day

Text and photographs by K R Zakhmi

admission in colleges after
passing the SSC examination
due to non-availability of seats
in colleges. Their parents who
mostly belong to lower middle
class group cannot afford to
send their wards to other cities
and towqns. Thus the number of
unemployed uths have in-
creased. These frustrated
youths are found in here
and there. They also smile and
laugh, make fun. but aﬂapgear’
to be simply mockery. eir
dirty clothes, sunken eyes,
withered faces and empty
pockets tell only grim stories.
Their parents are helpless.
They can’'t meet their sSes.
Some of these youths, albeit
unwillingly. indulge in minor
crimes while a g number of
them are doing odd jobs, in

shops and establishments

where they do not get more than
six or eight hundred taka a
month. en the election cam-
paign began, huge number of
these unemployed educated
youths and girls rushed,to earn
some mohey, visiting door to
door under the scorching sun
and in the bitter rain. Not an
easy job, still their engage-
ments as political workers by
different candidates of the par-
liamentary election they got
some relief. They are young,
how long they can only wait
and see. They can't suppress
their temptation, hopes and
aspirations and natural desire
to live a better life. They will
surely revolt tpday or tomor-
row, if let deprived of opportu-
nities. Their disobedience to
parents, and strange manner-
ism are sufficient forecasts, -

A New Hard-labour for
the Prisoners of Poverty
Let me now tell of a few spe-
cific cases observed me dur-
ing the recent months. 1 was
passing through
street of the town on foot when
at one junction | espied a few

an important

young boys, each with a bicycle.
At first | apprehended some
trouble ahead, but when I
reached the spot I found them
smiling but * not without a feel-
ing ﬁ:' sarcasntll.]

€y were there to carry pas-
sengers on the back carrh:’:s of
their bicycles to various places
within the town on payment of
some meagre charges. | experi-
enced a strange feeling within
myself. Was it a bane or a boon!

I called one of them, Md.
Rafique. a married youth and
father of a nine-month-old
daughter, and the only son of
his parents and brother of
three unmarried sisters. | asked
him politely to have a cup of tea
at a smally roadside mﬂﬁeahiﬂ
tea stall. > ,

He told me that he was in ur-
gent need of a few Takas for
medicine for his daughter who
had developed diarrhea, He was
out to borrow the amount from
his friend. At one place he
found some boys with bicycles
shouting: "Is there an y for
ghalishpur, Daulatpur, Rupsha,

allamari?” "It was strange. |
had never thought of such odd
job. I thought for some mo-
ments and finally joined them.
Fortunately the first passenger
was known to me, a teacher. |
told him about the sickness of
my daughter. I carried him upto
his house as asked for by him.
He entertained me with a cup of
tea and fgave ‘me Taka fifty in-
stead of my normal charge
which was not settled. What
was more important, he appre-
ciated my boldness in adopting
this odd job .though temporar-
ily. He wished nte a bright fu-
ture. That day will be remem-
bered by me throughout my
life." Raﬂciut told his story
passionately in a choked voice.
A drop of tear rolled dowm his
cheek which he hastily rubbed
with his handkerchief. Still

there was a glow of dignity on
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his face which only honest
labour bears. | too encouraged
him to go on with this job for
the time heinf.

"Yes" Raligque said and
smiled. "Whenever hartal is
called | like others manage to
€arn some more money. Some-
times | feel ashamed, some-
times depressed and sometimes
I feel an intense urge within me
to leave this country which
cannot afford me two square
meals and an humble job in-
spite of my education and hon-
est desire to live a clean life
without- any lust for luxuries
......... "In the meantime he got a
ssenger.’ He gave me a warm
salute and left the place with
his passenger on the back car-
rier of his bicycle. The road was
almost deserted. More deserted
were our hearts. | kept looki
at him until he vanished from
my sight. Suddenly |1 remem-
bered a couplet of Dr Igbal:

Naheen Igbal naummid
Apni Kishte viran se

zara num ho toi yeh mitti
bahut zarkhez hai ° &

(Igbal is not totally diap-
pointed with his barren fields:
A little moisture may turn it
into a fertile land)

A village Girl in Jeans

At a distance of about nine
km on Khulna-Sathikra Road,
there is a place called Koiya on
the bank of a river of the same
name. When | crossed the small
bridge there was yet another
bigger surprise awaiting me: I
found a wellgrommed teenage
girl in old 'jeans’ with her bicy-
cle, standing alone. I found her
loocking curiously at me with
her big fascinating eyes wide
open. At least within a mile
there was none. While she
looked fearless 1 felt my heart
beats rising rapidly. It was not
her only, but also an unknown
fear of harassment by others. |
thought for a few moments and
picked my courage. Smilingly, 1

approached her wearing a gen-
tle look of a loving elder
brother.

"Don't mind, may I know
your identity's I asked her very
politely.

"Of course,” she replied
courageously. Within a few
minutes she narrated her story
precisely. At one time her fa-
ther was a joker in a .circus
party. He has now one monkey
and this unique girl with a bi-
cycle. They earn their liveli-
hood by demonstrating some
funs in the_remote villages,
mostly enjoyed by the village
women, old and young alike.
This girl, Zarina, is very bold,
fearless, honest, who dresses
herself like boys and performs
some acrobatic tricks to the
much delight of the spectators.
But she is fully aware of her
sex. She is strictly cautious in
maintaining her chastity. She
will not hesitate in killing or
being killed for the sake of her
modesty and character. It is
known to all and sundry in her
area and that is her biggest
safeguard.

After a while she told me
confidently, "Sir, you please
give me Taka five only-and I
will drop you at some distance
from here on my bicycle. [ am
Eﬂlng there to bring my father

ack. Nobody would say any-
thing. This is a routine affair
for me. All the neighbourhood
people know me well. They love
me for my hard labour and
morality Even miscreants
don’t dare to tease me...." She
spoke without break. | agreed
and sat on the front rod of her
bicycle instead of back carrier.

When we reached the spot, |
gave her Taka ten and took a
snap shot although it was not a

suitable time for photography.
In the meantime she caugﬁt
sight of heér father coming to-
wards her and left the place
quietly. 1 do not know, perhaps

she also doesn't know where
these odd jobs will land her fi-
nally. 1 prayed for her.

Powerful Urchins, Scare-

crow Poliee Constable

At one point of the city I
found four street boys and a
group of four police constables.
The urchins were engaged in
bur}lingi an empty bus as it to
their pleasure while the police
constables appeared to be only
silent spectators.

After waiting forsa few min-
utes [ approached them. Two of
the urchins said in one voice,
"Today we feel very important.
We are masters and not slaves.
We can burn cars of even big

e

- Up. up ! Bul is it mway?

persons without any fear. These
"Baro Lok (Rice men)} are re-
sponsible for all our miseries
we take revenge by burping
their cars and pro .." They
seemed satisfied from withinl!

. "l do not want to be a 'sha-
heed’ a police constable on duty
frankly told me justifying his
inacjion as | asked him why he
didn't take any action against
the urchins engaged in arson.

The reply of the police con-
stable was sufficient to suggest
that he was at his wit's end. It
was useless to argue with him.
The situation had already un-
hinged me. 1 felt tired and jaded.

I took a glance of the circuit
house maidan with the singles
story building of red bricks,
standing witness to that mag-
nificent gathering of half a

Urchins huwrning bus ; Police on duty
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million people just after victory
ol independence movement in
1971 where not only the crowd

the whole nation
dreamt of a wonderful time
which remains unfulfilled even
after 25 yeats.

Who will ch
millions of Rafiques. Zarinas
and their likes?
faults lie? Not only politicians
and bureaucrats but the intel-
lectuals and general
also responsible if the politi-
cians and the buraucrats are
exploiters, and the intellectuals
are escapists then the people
have' accepted the deep
poverty and all sorts of malice
as their fate.

had

ange the fate of
ith whom the

ublic are

rodted

A radical political and so-
cial movement. is required to
bring reforms revelutionary in
character. Histyo History re-
peats first in tr
in farce as Marx
whenever it repeats, it cost
double. The nation must come
out of the 'make-belief world
and face the realities to catch
the tune of time. A few islands
of stupid luxuries in the vast
ocean of
and not

edy and then
ad said, but

rty are anthems
essings to feel proud

4:00 WTA Tour 1996 Toshiba
Tenrws Classic From San Dego
5:30 Goodwood Festival of
Speed

STAR MOVIES

T:30am Fim Club. Amos 12
|(Arabic Subtities) 9:30 Adven-
lure Miracies PG (Arabic Subli
fles) 11:30 Adventure. Slip-
stream 15 (Hindi Subtities) 1:

Comaedy buﬂ‘y The Vampire
Slayer 15 (Hind Subtitles) 3:30
Film Club: The Last Wave 12
(Hindi Subtitles) 530 Family
Shatiered Family 12 (Hindi Sub-

Chad 08:30 Jazbaat 09:30
Bacche Man Ke 10:30 Apnabi
11:30 Newshne 12:00 Men
Marz 12:30 Kamaal Combina-
tion 1:00 Amitabh Bacchan
Special 2:00 Music Tme 3:00
Karz 3:30 Abhinetri 4:00 Kal Bh

Aa| Bhi 4:30 Upanyas 5:00 If's
My Chowce 5:30 Dil Dekhe
Dekho 6:30 Darmendra Special
7:30 Daane Anar Ke 8:00 Filmy
Chaat 8:20 Haseen Fal 8:30
Number 1 9:00 Ortem Hd Thi
Hit Hai 9:30 Instinct Purushk

shetra 10:30 Stand by 10:40
Silsila 11:00 Moov Usha Uthup
Show 11:30 Fpltene Chalo
Cnema 12:00 Akanksha

PTV

8:00 am Tilawat Aur Ta-iuma-
/Mamd/Naal 8:20 Cartoon B:30
Khabrain B:45 Beauty Care
8:50 Fun Kadha 9:10 Dhanak
& Health Tips 10:05 Har Taan
Hely Deepak 10:30 En%lrsh Film

Home Improvement 10:55 Milli
Naghma 11:00 Khabrain 11:10
Antta (Serial) 12:00 Sports Hour
12:55pm Quran-e-Hakeem
1:02 Bismillah 1:15 The Science
Show 2:00 Yeh Jahan (Music
video| 2:25 Ammated Classiscs
3:15 Geography & Sammar
School 4:20 Mith Sona 5:00 Al
lah Huma Labbak $:25 Qabhy

Mein Soochla Hoen (Drama
Senal) 6:25 Aiou Coursas 7:00
Dhanak T7:45 English News
8:15 UN Quiz 8:45 Jab (Drama
Senal) 9:00 Break for Headline
News 10:00 Khabarnama
11:20 VCD Top Ten (Pakistani
Video Coundown) 12:30 Dr
Quin. Medicine Women (Jean
Saymor} 1:35 Khas Khas
Khabrdin/ Close down

SONY ET

B:30am Gaane Jaane Maane
9:00 The Three Stooges 9:30
Dennis The Menace 10:00 |
Dream Of Jeanmne 10:30 Surf

Wheel Of Fourtuune 11:00 Pe-
hchan 12:30 Kismat 1:00 Zamin
Asman 1:30 Jai Bir Hanuman
2:30 Cine Matinee-Hindi Fea-
ture Film: 4:30 Jai Bir Hanuman
5:00 10 Civil Lines 5:30 The
Three Stooges 6:00 Mere Mes-
sage Meri Geet 6:30 Dennis

The Menace 7:00 Premier 7:30
| Dream of Jeannie 8:00 Surf-
Wheal Of Fortune 8:30 Cine
Prime-Hindi Feature Film 11:00
The Young And The Resl-
lass11:30 Chamatkar 12:00
Apre Jaise Types 12:30 Jee-
van Mirtu 1:00 Sunday Ki Sun-
gay 1:30 Surf-Wheel Of Four-
tune 2:00 Prermier 2:30 Closed

10:00 Janmadin10:35 Classical
Music 11:00 Ghare Baire 12:30
Prachir (Serial) 1:00 Janani
(Senal) 1:30 TBA 2:00 TBA 2:30
Batayan {Serial) 3:00 TBA/Nirjan
Dupure Premer Gaan 3:30 Dik
Darshan 5:05 Scence Prog-
Bignan Prasange 5:30 News
s:go Palli Katha 6:30 Chitranjahi
7:00 Amake Dekhun 7:30
Bangla Sambad 7:55 Dinindan
8:00 Param Purush Ramkrishna
8:30 Naan 9:00 Janani 9:30
Jeeban Setu 10:00 Bengali
Movie Club Film Show

day/24 Hours 7-00 BBC News-
room inc. World Business Re-
portAsia Today/24 Hours 8:00
BBC Newsroom inc. Worla Bus:-
ness Heport/Asia Today/24
Hours 9:00 BBC World Head-
anes 9:05 Panorama 10:00
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CHANNEL YV

6:30am Frame By Frame 7:00
Rewind VJ Soptwya 8:00 Jump

Vibe on Channal V. Today at 10.00 PM

Stant VJ Trey 9:00 Frame by
Frame 11:00 The Vibe VJ Luke
12:00 Rewnd VJ Sopruya 1:00
By Demand V.J Trey 2:00 Frame
by Frame 2:30 First Day Fust
Show 3:00 The indian Top 10
4:00 Planet Ruby 4:30 By De-
mand VJ Trey 5:30 Rewnd VJ
Sophiya 6:30pm Big Bang V)
Alessandra 8:00 Planst Ruby
9:00 The Vibe10:00 First Day
First Show 10:30 Soul Curry
11:00 Speak Easy 11:30 The
Ride VJ Trey 12:00mn Over
The Edge VJ Sophwa 12:30
Bang V) Alessardra 1:0
Haysah 2:00 By Demand V.
Tiey 3:00 Big Bang Vo Alessan-

o
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MASH omn Star Plus. Today st 8.00 PM

ara 4:30 Bill Boara US Count

down

STAR PLUS

6:30am Voltro 7:00 Teenage
Mutant Newa Turties 7:30 G |
Joe B:00 Saber Rider And The
Star Shermif 8:30 The New Ag-
ventures Of Black Beauty 9:00
Aerobecs O Styie 930 Charles
in Charge 10:00 Mr Belvederg
10:30 Yar Can Cook 11:00 E'
TV 11:30 Gapnelle 12:30noon
Samz Barhara 1:30 The Boig &
The Beautiul 200 The Oprah
Winfrey Show 3:00 Remingion

Steele 4:00 Yan Can Cook
4:30 E' TV 5:00 Teenage Mu-
tant Ninga Turties 5:30 The
New Adventures Of Black
Beauty 6:00pm Los! in Space
7:00 Home angd Away 7:30
Charles n Charge 8:00 MASH
8:30 Chucago 9:30 The
Exwaordinary 10:30 The Boid &
The Beautihd 11:00 Santa Bar-
bara 12:00mn The New Twi-
wght Zone 12:30 Baywaich
1:30 Kriket! 2:30 E' TV 3:00
The Oprah Winfrey Show 4:00
Hooperman 4:30 Home and
Away 5:00 The Sullivans 5:30
Gatmelle

STAR Sports

6:30am india v Malaysia Test
Senes From Ch m §:30
Tiger Cup 1996 Jrdiéth Place

Rally 5:00 Gillette Worid Sport
Special 5:30 Squash Super Se-
nes Cathay Pacific Pemer Cpen

tles) 7:30 Classic. Alnican
Screams PG (Mindi Subtities)
9:00 Hollywood 1 On 1 9:30
Action. Killer instinct 15 (Hing
Subtities) 11:15 The Bullenn
11:30 Thnller Ambition 18
(Arabic Subtities) 1:30 Comedy
Desperately Seeking Susan 18
Arabic Subtities) 3:30 AMer

Lake Consequence 18
(Arabic Subtities) 5:30 Thriller
Uriawtui Entry 18 (Arabic Subt-
tiers )

ZEETV

5:30 Suno Bha Sadho 6.00
The News 6:30 Jagran 7:00
ZED B8:30 Hum Honge
Kaamyab 9:00 Insight i:gﬂ
Gaane Anjaane 10:00 Na-
masie India 10:30 Graviera Ki
Umeed 11:00 Ciose Up Aniak-
shrn 11:30 Nirma Aaha 12:
Tol Mol e Bol 12:30 Mr
1:00 ZED 1:30 Asian Sky Shop
2:30 Kurukshetra 3:30 Zaike Ka
Safar 4:00 Nerolac Aashiyana
4:30 Awr Ek Minute 5:00 ZED
5:30 Cartoons 6:00 Positive
Health Show 6:30 Through
The Gears 7:00 Captain Cook
Shaahi Dawal 7:30 Gaane
8:00 Aap Ki Pasand
8:30 Hum Paanch 9:00 Sailaat
9:30 Tara 10:00 Hasratein
10:30 The News 11:00
Gharounda 11:30 Dastaan
12:00 Daraag 12:30 TVS Sa Re
Ga Ma 1:30 Galaxzee 2:00
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PEOPLE THINK
I'M BORING

by Jim Davis

THAT'S NOT ENTIRELY
TRUE , JON

g e L | P e W) NS T SAAN SE D O

CATS THINK YOU'RE
BORING, TOO




